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Greenwich, August ist, 1869. 

It is four months this day since your beloved father 
passed from Time into Eternity. I am very sensible of my 
own inability to do justice to a character so superior. Yet 
I am impelled by the deep love and earnest respect which I 
bore him whilst I had the happiness of walking by his side, 
by the reverence in which his memory is now held, by a 
feeling of duty to you, and perhaps still more, to our more 
distant descendants, who cannot have the privilege, which 
you enjoy, of personal recollections of him, to endeavor, 
however imperfectly, to present his life as a united whole 
to you, our dear children. 

Believing no spot more suitable for this sad, sweet duty 
than this my beloved husband's birthplace, and no time 
more propitious than the stillness of the early Sabbath 
morning, I have, after invoking the Divine blessing on us 
all, and asking aid for myself in this undertaking, con- 
cluded now and here to commence this " labor of love," 
with the intention of giving you, as far as is possible, in 
your father's own words, the history of his very active and 
useful life. 

Your father's habit for more than thirty years, of making 
concise daily memoranda of the employment of his time and 
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of his varied occupations, will greatly aid in this, as will also 
letters and journals of travel which I fortunately possess. 
To these will be added a slight and unfinished sketch of the 
first twenty years of his life, which we have found among 
his papers. It was roughly begun in compliance with my 
often-urged wish for something of that sort ; but was laid 
aside and probably forgotten after the first few hours had 
been occupied by it, — although, in noting its commence- 
ment in his diary, he says, ** I intend, as I have leisure, to go 
on with it, unless I find it ministers to vanity." 

Leisure so seldom came to him, is the reason doubtless 
that we have only this fragment; but it is a fragment, 
however, that — independently of the satisfaction it affords 
of having him to speak for himself — helps us to bridge over 
a period of time that we could not, in any other way, so well 
have accounted for. 
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Your dear father, by us all so beloved and lamented, was 1799. 
born at Greenwich, New Jersey, March 29th, 1799; and so 
far as we have any knowledge of his ancestry, was entirely 
of Anglo-Saxon descent, with a dash only of the Welsh 
from one of his great-grandparents and of the Scotch from 
another. 

He was fully five feet eight inches in height, weighing 
from one hundred and thirty to one hundred and forty-five 
pounds ; erect in his carriage, and well made in person, and 
although very rapid in walking and in all his movements, 
was calm and courteous in his manners. Until after middle 
life, he had luxuriant soft brown hair. His eyes were a 
blue-gray, so quiet in their habitual expression it was a rest 
to look into them. His voice was unusually low and soft: ; 
and this, as his brother. Dr. Wood, says, in some manuscript 
reminiscences he has kindly given me, "was an excellent 
quality, admirably adapted to one necessarily subjected to 
many trials of temper; it being scarcely possible to speak 
angrily with a low, soft voice. In argumentative conversa- 
tion too, it gives its possessor a great advantage; and I 
have no doubt this was one of the sources of his influence 
over others." 

In the training of his children and management of his 
family my husband rarely took notice of little matters; but 
on important occasions gentleness in the mode, but firm- 
ness in the act, were such marked characteristics that I 

(7) 
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have sometimes told him that although his hand fell softly 
as a shower of rose-leaves, yet, when it was down, you 
felt it, — it was there, — and it was an iron hand, from whose 
determined grasp no easy escape was made. 

In speaking of his negative character, Dr. Wood again 
says : 

He had little imagination, no musical tastes, and no 
especial addiction to the fine arts ; though he did enjoy to 
a certain extent poetr}', painting, and sculpture. But in 
place of these mental qualities, which are often attended in 
their possessor by others less desirable or even dangerous, 
he had extraordinary powers of observation, an excellent 
judgment, and a strong reasoning faculty; qualities which, 
beyond all others^ lead to the discovery and appreciation of 
truth. It was probably through these that he was enabled 
to exercise that unusual insight into character, and, in a 
great degree, that influence over others, in which he was 
excelled by few, if any. 

He had acquired, apparently, an almost complete mas- 
tery over a temper originally high ; and I presume there 
were few who knew him only in, or after, middle life, who 
did not consider him naturally endowed with a prevailing 
mild and conciliatory disposition. 

Notwithstanding his numerous business concerns, my 
brother found time to read a good deal ; and as his reading 
was, for the most part, confined to works of solid value, he 
was thus enabled to supplement his earlier, somewhat defi- 
cient, education ; and although he never sought to become 
master of any language but his own, few men were better 
acquainted with the general condition of the world, or could 
more intelligently converse upon subjects of social interest. 

He had a native sense at once of justice and benevolence, 
which afterward strengthened by principle became rules of 
his life. Led into a course of energetic action by an ambi- 
tion which made the acquisition of a large fortune one of its 
prominent aims, he was scrupulously honest in his dealings^ 
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and so managed that those around and associated with him 
should participate in his own prosperity ; and there are 
probably hundreds living who can trace their success in life 
to the opportunities which he afforded them. This is the 
best kind of benevolence ; for it elevates the character of the 
recipient, instead of lowering it, like ordinary charity ; and 
my brother, though he occasionally gave liberally to useful 
purposes, was more particularly distinguished by charities 
of this indirect kind, 

I have spoken of the ambition of my brother, but it was 
an ambition that cared little for social or political distinctions, 
and was gratified only by success dependent on his own 
efforts. He was not destitute of pride of character, which, 
however, was wholly free from superciliousness or exag- 
gerated self-respect, and I think I have never known an 
individual more free from vanity than he. 

On the whole, I know few men, perhaps none, who have 
gone through a long life with so little that was in any de- 
gree discreditable, and so much that was useful to others 
and honorable to himself. 



The first Richard Wood came to this country from Bris- 
tol, England, about 1682. His son James, born 1671, whom 
he brought with him, was the only interruption in the direct 
line of Richard Woods from his time down to the time of 
my husband. 

The three persons of my husband's name who immedi- 
ately preceded him were all men of mark and position, 
highly conscientious, of more than ordinary mental powers, 
and cultivated intellects. They were engaged chiefly as 
farmers, though not exclusively so, — men of wealth, for 
that period, as compared with their neighbors. The first 
of these three Richards was appointed justice of the peace 
and one of the judges of the courts by commission from 
George H.; each one of them, in turn, being sent to repre- 
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sent their county in the legislature of their State ; and had 
they been willing to give themselves up to political life, they 
might probably, as has been said of one of them, " have com- 
manded any position in the gift of the people of West New 
Jersey." 

They all in turn, as they passed from earth, left that best 
of inheritances, a good name, to their descendants, which 
legacy, with the example of their earnest characters, no doubt 
influenced that of the subject of this memoir, of whom I have 
been told by a near relative long deceased, that it wa3 re- 
marked of him when quite a child, by a close and intelligent 
observer of men, that " he had never seen a lad who seemed 
so entirely a man, and who had so little of the boy in 
him."* Yet he was fond of many boyish sports, of snaring 
rabbits in the winter, etc., could outrun and leap farther 
than most of his comrades ; and, though not much addicted 
to play, when he did enter into any sport, generally winning 
his game. 

A little incident of the very early boyhood of my hus- 
band and his brother George, — now Dr. Wood, — ^showing 
the budding tendency of a spirit of enterprise that continued 
through life to actuate them both, — I give almost verbatim 
from Dr. Wood's reminiscences. 

It was the transplanting of some young shoots which had 
sprung up around a fine morello cherry-tree, growing near 
the house of their grandfather, of which they were not quite 
sure their parents would approve, to the rear of their own 
orchard, in a position where they thought they might escape 



* This was said of your father by Richard Jordan, who, half a century ago, 
held a very prominent position as a minister among Friends, and who, in his 
gospel tours through the State of New Jersey, was frequently the inmate of your 
grandfather's house, at Greenwich, where the most liberal hospitality was 
always practised on occasions of religious meetings, of election days, etc., 
kindness and neighborly feeling being extended to all. So that I, who never 
had the happiness of knowing your grandparents, have always felt that none 
knew them but to love or to respect them, or named them but in terms of 
warmest praise. 
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notice. Their hopes were fulfilled ; and it was not until these 
young trees had begun to bear fruit that they attracted 
attention, when their obvious utility became their best 
security, and they were frequently spoken of as proofs of 
enterprise and industry, and carefully preserved as pleasant 
mementos of the early boyhood of the planters. 

One, and only one, boyish letter of my husband's is in my 
possession, written at the age of fifteen. It was addressed 
to a maiden lady of the name of Rockhill, who, as an inti- 
mate friend of his mother's, passed so much time with them 
that, although not related, she came from courtesy to be 
spoken of as " Aunt" by the children of the family. 

"Greenwich, i mo. i8th, 1815. 

" Dear Aunt, — Thy letter, together with one from George, 
was handed us by Mark Sheppard, which was very accepta- 
ble indeed. One particular reason was, because it contained 
the agreeable news of George's finishing well at the Univer- 
sity. I should like to have been there very much ; but I 
cannot tell what sensation it would have given me had I 
been at the Commencement. I think, like thee, I should 
have vented my joy, or grief, in a shower of tears. Thee 
mentioned that when my turn comes thee cannot attend ; 
but I believe that will not be the case. I think that I could 
not bear to be dressed in a black gown and ascend a stage 
to address a multitude, — that operation would be too hard 
for me. 

"Thy letter also contained the sorrowful news of M. 
Franklin's decease. I believe he was prepared ; but how 
many are there of us that are not prepared ! Yea, how many 
of us that scarcely think that we are mortal, though we see 
numbers daily dying around us, and though Death rides the 
earth in triumph, yet that innate love of life, that desire 
to live and prosper, almost persuades some of us that we 
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are immortal, — 2& the celebrated Cowper* says : * All men 
think all men mortal but themselves !' How different this 
from the true Christian ! * He has one eye on death, and one 
firm-fixed on heaven.' He dreads not death, though he 
expects it, and M. F. was, I suppose, one of these devoted 
heroes. 

" I do not know whether this letter will find thee, or, 
rather, whether thee will find this letter, I not knowing 
where to direct it. 

" Charles has a very sore hand, — ^something like a felon ; it 
has broken, and is nearly well now. Horatio and Ann have 
both had the measles, but are pretty well over them. Grand- 
mother has been quite poorly, but is now better. 

Thy affectionate friend and adopted nephew, 

Richard D. Wood." 



Your father threw off" his letters, journals, etc. very rap- 
idly, without any attempts at elegance of style, and, writing 
merely for himself, scarcely reading over, still more rarely 
revising, anything he had written. This I would like you to 
remember in reading all of his letters and journals, as well as 
this little sketch of his early life, to which reference has been 
made. 

** It has always been a source of much gratification to me 
that I came into the world before the close of the eighteenth 
century, and that I can say that I belong to the same era as 
Washington. The 29th of March, 1799, was too near the 
close of that great and good man's life to enable me even to 
have looked upon him ; but I was soon old enough to hear 
my father and his friends talk of his virtues and his acts. 

" My earliest recollections are, that I felt that I was getting 
to be a big fellow, in stretching myself one day, with the 
thought that my petticoats were soon to be changed for 
trousers. A mistress taught me letters, which I presume I 

* Young. 
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was slow to learn, as I used to overhear my father say I 
was rather stupid as a boy, and he supposed it was owing 
to my being compelled to be put away from home to 
nurse with a shoemaker's wife, as my mother, when I was 
four months old, was at the point of death with tetanus. Her 
illness was most severe and long continued, and although 
she escaped with life, it was with an impaired constitution. 

" After learning the alphabet I was sent to a good-natured, 
indulgent man, Joshua Lynch, as much unlike his namesake, 
the Judge, as can well be imagined. He would hardly kill a 
troublesome insect without a jury. He sometimes preached 
in meeting; but the recollections of a big double-bladed knife 
he carried are much more vivid than are those of his ser- 
mons. The good man emigrated to Ohio, and his place in 
the Friends' School-house was filled by a young man of the 
name of Lippincott. My chief recollection of him is, that 
he squinted badly; but this defect did not prevent his win- 
ning a young woman who lived near my father's house. His 
salary was too small to maintain a wife on, and he took her 
to Philadelphia, where he kept school for a few years, and 
then died of consumption. 

"His successor in the old Stone School-house was the 
youngest brother of John Griscom, who stood among the 
first men of science in the country. The younger brother 
lacked the acquirements of the elder, but he was more than 
his equal in rigid discipline; and many were the proofs I 
had of his determination to be held in awe by those he had 
to teach. His little red cowskin was one of the instruments 
in education which he used freely ; and it is highly probable 
that I learned much faster than if it had not been in his 
hands.* My progress in reading and arithmetic was very 

* In referring to this period of their lives, Dr. Wood says : "Another trait of 
my brother which. showed itself in childhood, and was obvious to all who had 
relations with him in after-life, was firmness of character ; — a quiet firmness, 
wholly unattended with passionate or noisy self-assertion. In his school- 
boy days it cost him a good deal of trouble, if not of suffering, for he had a 
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much greater than it had previously been ; and had he re- 
mained at Greenwich, I should soon have known all he had 
to teach. An offer from his brother John to assist him in 
New York, took him from our quiet little town, and with 
him went my eldest brother, George, to begin his fight for 
fame, which he has ever since continued with more than 
ordinary success ; he being at that time regarded by us, if 
not as a genius, as one determined to win his way to promi- 
nence ; and before he had reached his half-century he stood 
at the head of his profession in the United States. 

"After the departure of this earnest and efficient master, 
his place was supplied with pedagogues of an inferior 
cast, and what I then learned at school was to play va- 
rious games then practised — such as corner-ball, toney- 
over-the-house, etc. But I began to feel the necessity of 
knowledge, and entered upon a course of reading which 
pretty well exhausted my father's historical and biographi- 
cal library. 

" Finding I was not gaining at school, I was put into the 
store of my father and my uncle, George Bacon ; but as the 
business of the concern had been pretty well run down, I 
had much idle time, and filled up those hours by reading 
the books of a library, owned by a few of the persons in the 
neighborhood — kept for their general use in the store that I 
attended. The novels were pretty soon all read. And I 
recollect vividly the impressions made upon me by such 
standard works of that kind as Peregrine Pickle, Tom Jones, 
The Romance of the Forest, and several works of Mrs. 



teacher who, with equal strength of will, was deficient in judgment, and having 
the power of the rod, used it unsparingly against what he deemed my brother's 
obstinacy, — each failure to accomplish what he aimed at in whipping calling 
for, as he supposed, another; while the exercise of a little common sense 
would have rendered all violence of this sort unnecessary ; for my brother, 
while he would yield nothing to force, was very amenable to reason and kind- 
ness ; so that our father, who was a strict disciplinarian, had seldom occasion to 
resort to the rod." 
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Radcliffe. This was the idle time of my life, and as my 18 17. 
father's resources were being impaired by the return to 
specie payments after the war of 18 12, which ruined most 
of those who were in debt, — owing to the depreciation in the 
values of property of all kinds, — I began to be anxious for my 
future. I was also troubled with a sensation about the 
heart, owing to being frequently in contact with a blooming 
young cousin living near — though not a very near cousin. 
This,, however, was soon cured by her accepting the hand 
of a man many years her senior, before I dared to mention 
the trouble I was having on her account, and an invitation 
to her wedding was the only compliment I got for the devo- 
tion I had never named. 

"As I was now nearly eighteen years old, and frequently 
employed by my masters in going to the city to buy goods 
for them, I began to feel the stirrings of avarice, or, more 
properly, the love of acquisition, and soon sought for some 
source of employment that would enable me to mingle with 
the world and profit by the opportunities. The old store 
at the corner was the resort, during the evenings, of that 
class of the neighbors who felt the desire of association, but 
who could not conscientiously flock to the bar-room of the 
town tavern, where strong drink was sold. Among those 
most usually there, was David Bacon, a relative of my 
mother's, who had been crossed in love, but felt that a life 
of activity was becoming necessary for him. I proposed, as 
he had some capital and I none, that we should become part- 
ners, and open a store in Salem, then, and perhaps still, the 
largest and richest town of West Jersey. He freely as- 
sented ; but made it a condition that I should furnish a fair 
proportion of the funds to enable us to begin. An old man, 
servant of my grandfather, who lived with my father, and 
who had saved the earnings of a long life, lent, with my 
father's endorsement, what he could muster, and an old 
neighbor of the name of Stiles, whom I used to amuse by 
playing checkers with him, furnished part of the balance. 
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1 820, "After a consultation with my father, he consented to allow 
me to leave him before I was legally free ; and having rented 
a store which had been occupied about a half century before, 
by my uncle, James Wood, on the main street of the town of 
Salem, and counted our united cash, I went to Philadelphia 
to buy the goods that were to become the instruments of 
my fortune. 

"A few days completed the purchase ; and for the sake of 
cheap transportation I hired an old vessel, sailed by Captain 
Miller, from my old home at Greenwich. But, alas for 
my prospects ! a few hours after leaving the wharf the 
vessel began to leak, and but for the vicinity of a mud-flat 
she would have sunk in deep water, and thus destroyed 
the merchandise on board her as well as my dreams of 
fortune. Happily, the mud-bank stopped the leak, after 
damaging the sugar and other perishable articles. Perhaps 
the known necessity oif quickly getting rid of damaged 
goods brought customers, as many are the proofs that from 
a sale of burnt goods bargains are to be had. It was with 
no small delight that I found buyers flocking to our shop, 
and that my partner, a slow and stolid man, was waking up 
to the fact that profit was flowing into his pocket. 

" My home in Salem was with an old gentleman and his 
wife on the borders of fourscore, but who were most kind 
to me, as they found that I was always at home and in bed 
by ten o'clock, and that my board was always paid at the 
end of the month. 

" The temptations of such a place as Salem, at that time 
were great, and the large number of young men who began 
life well, but ended as drunkards " 

With this unfinished sentence this sketch by my dear 
husband, of his early life, abruptly closes. The temptation 
to drink referred to was never one to him, as, although we 
sometimes find him accusing hitnself oi q^cqss in the indul- 
gences of the table, to others he seemed temperate almost 
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to abstemiousness ; but I have heard him speak with strong 1822. 
and earnest gratitude of other temptations incident to youth )r^ — ' 
from which he had, as it seemed by especial Providence, been 
preserved whilst residing in that place, where, though kindly 
noticed "as a rising young man" by the best &milies, 
who sent him invitations to their houses, by which he felt 
gratified, he did not visit much, except among a few old ac- 
quaintances ; his great aim then being to form a capital for 
enterprises on a broader scale, rather than to fall into habits 
or form attachments that might lead him to break the re- 
solve he had formed not to encumber himself in very early 
life with the cost or care of a family. 

He remained at Salem for two years, during which time 
he realized sufficient capital to enable him, with some small 
aid from his father, to commence business in Philadelphia, 
which he did on the north side of Market Street, between 
Second and Third Streets, with William L. Abbott and 
Samuel C. Wood as partners, under the firm of Wood, 
Abbott & Wood. 

Dr. Wood, in his reminiscences of this period of my hus- 
band's life, says : "After receiving whatever education a 
good country school could afford, amply sufficient for the 
necessities of a merchant, be entered as an assistant in the 
store that had in his e^rly life been established by* our 
father. * * * * He could not have had a business 
education better adapted to future success than here, in- 
cluding an intimate practical knowledge of the properties, 
value, price, etc. of all kinds of merchandise, the habit of 
close attention to all the minutiae of business, as well as the 
practice of economy and precision, especially necessary in 
the beginner, and which give to the young man from the 
country entering into business in large towns, great advan- 
tages, as a general rule, over city-bred youths in the compe- 
tition which follows ; the most successful merchants of our 
large cities being often, if not generally, those whose early 
mercantile education was in a country town. 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^P ^^ ^P 



1 8 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 



Al. 22. 



1822. " He came to Philadelphia at a time peculiarly propitious, 
for a beginner. Mercantile business had but just begun to 
recover from that almost universal collapse following the 
excessive expansions and wild speculations which succeeded 
the peace of 181 5 between the United States and Great 
Britain. According to my recollections, almost every mer- 
cantile house in the city had failed ; and my brother had to 
compete not with old-established houses, but with beginners 
like himself, and these generally less thoroughly qualified 
in the wide field that was now opened. As was his custom 
in his business undertakings, he associated himself with 
partners, in the choice of whom he exhibited his character- 
istic sagacity, seldom filing to select the men best calcu- 
lated to further his purposes ; and, in the course of a few 
years, they gained a reputation and success which placed 
them among the most conspicuous throughout the whole 
wide interior which had business relations with Philadel- 
phia. 

" One of the first measures adopted by his house was to let 
it be generally known that they would sell everything for 
cash at five per cent, advance on the purchase-money. It 
was thought by many that this would prove a disastrous 
measure, as no firm could support itself on so small a profit ; 
but my brother, believing that through his knowledge of 
goods and his quickness of capacity he could buy on such 
terms as to supply his customers at that rate more cheaply 
than they could purchase for themselves, depended on ob- 
taining so large a custom as to render his business at least 
self-sustaining, whilst his firm would thus supply them- 
selves with a body of customers which would stand them in 
excellent stead when they might deem it expedient to 
change the basis of their operations. And so it happened ; 
but a character for entire honesty was necessary to success 
in this line ; and the reliance upon their honorable dealings 
which they inspired, contributed, no doubt, greatly to their 



success." 
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For some time my husband boarded at Yohe's Hotel, on 1826. 
the west side of Fourth, above Market Street, much re- 
sorted to by merchants from our Western States ; among 
whom he sought to make acquaintance who might become 
customers. With his partners he slept in the store, passing 
an occasional evening at the theatre, or in social visiting, but 
generallj^ at the Athenaeum, where, with the happy faculty he 
always possessed of turning rapidly and easily from one field 
of duty to another,he gratified his insatiable love of reading, — 
generally of a substantial kind, — fed his mind with the food 
it never ceased to crave, and stored his retentive memory 
•with facts from almost every department of knowledge. 

At the end of eighteen months, his cousin, S. C. Wood, — 
whose capital had, I presume, been the chief inducement for 
associating him with the firm, — ^withdrew from it ; when it 
became, and for the next seven years continued, Wood & 
Abbott. 

These were years of intense and unremitting application 
to business; to the earnest prosecution of which every- 
thing else yielded. Always aif early riser, at this period 
of his life the light of day rarely found his head upon his 
pillow. 

The purchasing of goods for their concern devolving en- 
tirely on him, it was his habit before his early breakfast to 
mark the catalogues and examine the goods that were to be 
sold at the auctions he meant to attend later in the day. 
When these did not occur, and the weather permitted, he 
habitually rode for an hour or two before his morning meal. 
This, although he much enjoyed the exercise of riding and 
the possession of a good horse was almost his only personal 
indulgence, was done much less for pleasure than for health ; 
as from his very earliest manhood, almost before it, he was 
so constant a sufferer from sick headache and dyspepsia, 
with all its legion of pains and troubles, that it may be said 
of him that he never knew what the enjoyment of full health 
was. This fact, though not often to be adverted to, should 
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1826. always be borne in mind as we follow him through his long 
^T*^ career of unceasing activity and wide-spread usefulness. 

Your grandfather, Richard Wood, died at Greenwich, 1822, 
aged about sixty-seven years, of a lingering paralysis of the 
throat, which rendered the act of swallowing food difficult, 
and at last impossible. His estate, left principally to his wife, 
was not to be divided until her death, which occurred April, 
1826, at the age of fifty, from pneumonia. She had been a 
most conscientious and judicious, and yet a most forbearing, 
parent. The law of love had been the rule of her life ; and 
rarely has a mother in return been more truly beloved 
or more sincerely and lastingly regretted by a numerous* 
family of children. The two eldest then living, George 
and Richard, feeling at the time of her death their own 
ability to win their way to such positions as they aimed at, 
relying on themselves alone, declined receiving their share 
of the estate of their father, leaving it to be divided between 
their much older half-brother, David, and their younger 
brothers and sisters. 

I know very few particulars of this period of my husband's 
life, except that after coming to the city he was at one time 
for weeks dangerously ill of typhoid fever, and that he was, 
as before stated, very closely devoted to business, which he 
always pursued most vigorously during the day,* and that 
his evenings were now occasionally passed in cultivating 
social relations with some of the pleasantest families of our 
city ; that, as a rule rarely varied from, he went twice on 
Sunday to a place of divine worship, — habitually Friends', 
— and that he kept for daily perusal the large, plain 
Bible — ^that we still use — in his chamber: now no longer 
in his store, but a large and pleasant front room, in a 
very nice and homelike boarding-house, on Sixth, between 

* His movements in walking, dressing, eating, etc. were always remarkably 
rapid. So much so that S. Beetle, Senior, one day arresting him in the street by 
catching hold of his coat, exclaimed, << Do stop for one moment, Richard 
Wood ! and tell me if thee ever expects to find time to die." 
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Sanson! and Walnut Streets, and opposite to Independence 1826. 

Square. ^;^^ 

Mr. Geo. M. Stroud, — now Judge Stroud, — who at this time 
was not only his legal adviser, but was on terms of friendly- 
intimacy with my husband, and had, he says, " many oppor- 
tunities of remarking his faculty for infusing his own energy 
and activity into those under his influence," has given me 
some anecdotes, one of which may be repeated here, both as 
showing him ever on the alert and also establishing a legal 
fact. 

A debtor from Harrisburg, disposed to play a dishonest 
part, ventured to this city, trusting to elude notice. My 
husband, ascertaining this, went to the hotel where he be- 
lieved him staying. The landlord, wishing to screen his 
boarder, at first answered evasively, and then said that he 
was at the theatre. My husband, with the officer he had 
taken and several of his young men, waited for some time, 
when, determining not to be baffled, they began to search 
the house for the debtor, who, having come in by a private 
door, they found in bed and there arrested him. He put in 
the plea that, as it was after twelve o'clock on Saturday night, 
. it was really Sunday morning, and no arrest could be made. 
The landlord and some of the servants swore that was the 
time by their clocks — perhaps put forward for the purpose. 
The opposite party asserted and proved that the State-House 
clock struck the hour of midnight just as they came out of 
the hotel. On which the court decided that, right or wrong, 
the clock of our State-House was the city standard. And 
this is referred to as the test case for that point 

On the 2d of June, 1829, my husband left the city with 
his sister Hannah for what was then considered a laborious 
journey to the Falls of Niagara, — a journey by no means so 
generally made then as the voyage to Europe is now. The 
tour was made in stages, steam- and canal-boats. They 
reached the Falls on the loth, and "were duly impressed 
by the deep flood of waters, moving with all the grace and 

3 
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» 1829. dignity of nature." From the journal then kept I give 

iT"^^ — ' some extracts : 
Mt, 30. 

" yune i^tk Took leave of the Falls. It being Sunday, 
we went to Tuscarora Village, about five miles distant. 
Arrived some time before the meeting-house doors were 
opened. After waiting half an hour, the Indian came who 
had charge of the house. The minister began the service 
by a short prayer in English. He then said, ' Sing.' The 
Indians began with a great deal of solemnity, and, so far as 
I could judge, sang well in the Indian language. After 
another prayer and hymn, the preacher began, with the aid 
of an interpreter. He seemed disposed to dwell with em- 
phasis on the depravity of human nature, and, I suppose, 
intended to deduce from it the necessity of a Redeemer. 
The Indians collected very irregularly, the service began 
with but few ; but before we came away one side of the house 
was pretty well filled with squaws and their children, some 
of them very small. They all seemed very quiet ; and if their 
thoughts were to be judged from their demeanor, I pro- 
nounce them the most devout congregation I ever saw. 
Some of the young men were very fine looking, and richly 
dressed in blue cloth, with a red sash ornamented with silver 
and bead tassels. The young women were also finely 
dressed, pretty much in the fashion of the men, except that 
they wore a robe instead of a coat, and were decorated with 
bracelets, ear-rings, and tassels. We were interested in the 
appearance of an old man, I suppose their chief, who seemed 
very attentive. 

" yune 1 5 /A. Took passage for Rochester on the Ridge 
Road, well known for its excellence and from its being sup- 
posed formerly to have been the shore of Lake Ontario, — its 
level is the height of the Niagara bank at Lewistown. We 
deviated from the Ridge to pass Lockport, over a tremen- 
dously bad road. Had considerable excitement, before 
reaching Rochester, in attempting to pass the pioneer 
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Stage, — a line which has recently been set up from one end 
of the State to the other, in order to discourage travelling on 
the Sabbath. Its opponents say it has been got up, and is 
sustained, by Presbyterians. Arrived at Rochester a little 
after four p.m., having travelled eighty miles. 

''June i6tk Walked around the town and viewed its 
different mills, manufactories, etc. 

"A dull pair of horses to Carthage Landing, where we took 
the steamboat Ontario, for Ogdensburg. On board met 
General Swift again, an officer of the United States army, 
employed in erecting and improving harbors on the lake. 
An intelligent man. Steamboat dull. Lake smooth and 
deep. Arrived at Oswego this evening. It seems to have 
considerable water-power, and has risen rapidly since the 
prospect of finishing the Oswego Canal. A fine situation 
for a fort at the mouth of the river. 

** yune ijth. Arrived at Sackett's Harbor early in the 
morning, and, having three hours, strolled to the barracks, 
where two companies are stationed. They looked very 
clean, and seem, from the appearance of their gardens, to 
be industrious. The town, from being a prominent point 
during the war, is now declining. Passed up the St. Law- 
rence, among the Thousand Islands, and then crossed to 
Prescott. 

** yune iS/A. Called for the stage ; at four o'clock, we set 
off, and had a pleasant ride along the St. Lawrence, by an 
old battle-ground, to Cornwall,— a dull place, — ^where we 
took the steamboat for Lachine, and arrived in the even- 
ing, after a pleasant trip. 

" yune 19/A. Left Lachine early. Struck with the ap- 
pearance of the French Canadians, their adherence to old 
habits and practices ; a quiet, mild, docile, and industrious 
people. Took stage at Lachine, and, after travelling through 
a well-cultivated country, arrived in Montreal, — a city totally 
different from anything in the United States. 

** A beautiful canal from Lachine to Montreal, made by 
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1 829. the British government, cost one hundred thousand pounds 
^ — ' sterling. The rapids of the St. Lawrence are passed with 
ease in bateaux. All the stage lines in Canada owned by- 
persons from the United States." 

After doing justice to the various sights in the curious old 
town, the journal goes on to say : " Left Montreal for Laprairie 
on Sunday evening, and June 21st, took stage and rode to St. 
Johns ; then took steamboat, and were soon out of Canada, 
passing the fort erected by the United States, but now dis- 
mantled, owing to its being north of forty-five degrees. 
Arrived at two a.m. at L., and, after breakfast, crossed over to 
Ticonderoga and examined the remains of the fort, of which 
there is sufficient to give a just idea of its structure and 
extent. It covers a large space, and the location seems to 
have been a good one. It is singular that General SL 
Clair should have permitted Burgoyne to take possession 
of Mount Defiance, as it completely commands the fort. 

" Proceeded to the village, which looks unthrifty. Here 
Lake George discharges itself down precipices of seventy 
feet, sometimes not more than forty feet in breadth, making 
a cascade of much beauty. The spot abounds in iron ore, 
and the water-power is of considerable extent, but used for 
scarcely any other purpose but making lumber. 

"On Wednesday morning, the 24th, we left for Saratoga; 
got there at two p.m., and took a glass of Congress water before 
dinner." 

He stayed there a short time, as he always found these 
waters very efficacious. In a few days he was at home again, 
after an absence of little more than a month ; and if all the 
wanderings about the world of my husband had been as 
minutely recorded as this from which these extracts have 
been given, they would have formed, of themselves, quite a 
family, library. 

It was in the month of December of this same year, 1829, 
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I think, that I first had the happiness of making your father's 
acquaintance, at a party, which he seemed to have been in- 
duced by a particular Providence to attend ; and where he 
was — as he has told me — almost immediately conscious 
that he had, for the first time, found what he had begun very 
seriously to fear he was never to find — the woman whom, 
in all earnestness and sincerity, he could ask to place, her 
hand confidingly in his, and share with him the joys and 
cares of life. 

During the following summer, while returning to his 
lodgings from the Athenaeum, where he had been passing 
the evening, he was overtaken by a severe thunder-storm 
and heavy rain. The distance being short, he ran ver>' 
rapidly home. This violent effort, I presume, caused the 
rupture of a small blood-vessel, — a circumstance particularly 
alarming to one who had always considered that his tend- 
encies were to pulmonary disease. Consequently he took 
a view of his health that made hini unwilling to form at 
this time any closer ties to earth. It was now thought best, 
both as curative and preventive measures, that he should 
ride more on horseback, and pass much of the summer 
among the mountains and springs of Virginia ; which he did, 
with results the most beneficial. 

In the following year, when your father had entirely re- 
gained his usual health and strength, our intimacy increased ; 
and in the autumn of 1831 an engagement was made that 
resulted in our marriage, which took place October i6th, 
1832, in "Friends' North Meeting." 

Weddings were not in those days the rapid affairs they 
have since become. According to the usage of that period, 
we returned to my father's house ; all the near relatives, 
especially the elder ones, being invited to dine with us at 
two P.M., passing with us the entire day, which ended at 
ten o'clock. After this hour, accompanied, as was then the 
custom, by our bridesmaids and men, we repaired to our own 
new home, on the west side of Fourth, between Market 
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1832. and Arch Streets,^-one of two large, old-fashioned houses 
• ^^^^x, ^^^^^ by T. P. Cope, in the other of which he resided. 
The Merchants* Hotel now occupies the site on which they 
stood. 

The front windows overlooked the very rarely-used burial- 
ground corner of Arch and Fourth Streets. But, as in that 
bright, and happy, and new existence, few thoughts of gloom 
or of the grave intruded, we considered such a broad ex- 
panse of green a great acquisition in a neighborhood that 
was then rapidly changing its character, and merging into 
the decidedly business one that it has since become. 

Its vicinity to my husband's place of business was the 
great inducement to select a house very much larger than we 
desired, and not in a position that we should otherwise have 
chosen. But, as at that time he occasionally passed whole 
evenings, far into the night, examining carefully details and 
accounts that he could not in the busy day take cognizance 
of, his wife felt much less solitary when she reflected that a 
walk of two minutes would bring him to his home, and that, 
although he had worked long and hard, he would then throw 
all aside, and perhaps, clasping one of her hands in each of 
his, would whirl her around the large parlors in a style that 
makes age dizzy to think of; or, more frequently sitting by 
her side, by their glowing coal fire and bright astral lamp, 
would read to her until the watchman's cry of midnight, and 
the thought of the next day's duties, warned him to seek 
that rest so needful for their encounter. 

Our establishment at that time consisted of one man and 
one woman servant, then abundantly sufficient for all our 
household duties. 

On the first Sunday morning after our marriage, my dear 
husband inaugurated the practice of reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures with his family after breakfast, — 2. habit he always con- 
tinued. During the first two years of our married life we 
read together in the evening the entire Bible regularly 
through, and also many other books. Those I now recall, are 
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Sismondi's Italian Republics, Wilberforce's Practical Chris- 1832. 
tianity, Don Quixote, and a few novels. Mi^-i 

The following year we began to take lessons together in 
French; our teacher coming to us at six o'clock three 
mornings in the week, on which days my husband's accus- 
tomed early ride was necessarily omitted. It was always a 
mystery to me how he learned so well by rote the lessons 
given us in the very little time he was able to devote to 
them. 

These were happy days, I believe, to us both ; and I can 
this moment truly say, what I imagine comparatively few 
wives can, — when looking back through such a long vista of 
years, so diversified with joys and sorrows, with the many 
cares and anxieties and disappointments inseparable from 
such a large family as ours, — that blessings, with the power to 
appreciate and enjoy them, have so predominated that could 
I at this moment place myself by my husband's side, as we 
together stood when we, in God's presence, vowed " to be 
loving and faithful to each other until death should separate 
us," I would do so most gladly, and esteem it a no common 
privilege to be permitted to tread again with him the path 
we have together trod. 

It is my wish to introduce myself here as seldom as pos- 
sible. When, through my husband's journals and letters, 
he can speak for himself, I greatly prefer his doing so. But 
as this is merely a family book, and our children, desiring to 
know all that they can of their father's life, have requested 
me to compile as if only for them, I may be excused for 
making some remarks of my own illustrative of it, and for 
introducing a few letters of value to them, that are not 
adapted to or meant for any other eyes than those that will 
look upon them with the tenderest interest and closest 
affection. 

During the first two years of our married life we were 
but little separated, and I have no memoranda, and but few 
letters, of that period. My first from my husband was 
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1^33- written to me during his absence of a few days in New 
^^^^ York, dated Jan. 4th, 1833. 

" My Dearest, — A friend from Philadelphia, who returns 
to-morrow, was just now kind enough to offer to be the 
bearer of a letter from me. Although a boat leaves at one 
o'clock, and it is probable I may take passage in her, I can- 
not overcome the desire I feel to inform thee of my safe 
arrival, even whilst the probability is that I shall look at thee 
before thee looks at this. 

" If I do not take passage in the boat to-morrow I shall be 
kept here until Second day, as I am told that to ride home 
in the mail might, at a reasonable calculation, diminish the 
length of my life by ten years, — and this would interfere 
matetrially with the enjoyment which I sometimes picture to 
myself we shall have in the company of those amiable little 
creatures — who are yet to be. 

" The boat got in very late, and I was unable to do the 
business I wished. I have also discovered other business, 
which I think highly probable will detain me longer than 
to-morrow. Whilst I am writing this — seven p.m — I sup- 
pose thee is gaily enjoying thyself; though I can easily fancy 
that sometimes thee looks, on a sudden, gravely, which I 
take pleasure in attributing to the wandering of thy mind in 
this direction. Don't thee think there would be a great 
kissing of thoughts if they should happen to meet on their 
*mutual passage to Philadelphia and New York ? If there 
was not, it would be very different from the result of the 
meeting of those lips that give form to thoughts. As this 
is the first letter I have written to my wife^ I was in hopes 
that the occasion would have inspired thoughts and feelings 
of an elevated character, and that I might have written in 
poetry such as would not have disgraced Petrarch himself; 
but instead of that I feel as if I was familiarly talking to her, 
and no more in the humor of sonnet-making than Miss 
Leslie's heroine was of ' speaking a speech' when she ad- 
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vanced alone on the floor on the evening of Mrs. Washing- 
ton Potts* party. 

" I found the cakes very apropos, and they were all gone 
before dinner ; so thee may well suppose there could not 
have been much dyspepsia where there was such a demand 
upon pockets filled as mine were. I shall not have so good 
a friend to replenish them when I set out homeward. 

" When thee wakes on First day morning at seven o'clock, 
think some kind thoughts of thy husband, and we will then 
have the pleasure at the same moment of the same employ- 
ment. Be careful to recollect it. While First day morning 
is in my mind, let me ask thee not to forget our usual 
practice after breakfast, although I feel that thee will not 
need being put in mind of it by me; 

" My pen is so provokingly bad that I suspect thee will need 
a decipherer ; it, however, yields me the satisfaction of keep- . 
ing thee longer employed upon the nonsense it has scribbled. 
When thee has finished, kiss it, and wish thy husband may 
live to write a better letter to the wife he loves." 

In May, or early in June, of 1833, my husband drove me 
through that section of New Jersey familiar to him as the 
home and haunts of his childhood : to his father's house, 
the school where he had been taught, the grounds where he 
had played, the stores he had occupied, and the houses he 
had visited at and worshipped in, — introducing me to many 
of his early friends, and making me, as far as possible, to live 
in his life. 

We also visited Millville, which I then for the first time 
heard of It is difficult to recognize in the Millville of the 
present day, with its earnest, active life, its enterprise, and 
its increasing wealth and population, the spot to which I 
was then introduced. 

The mansion, the only respectable building there, had 
been built for some time; but surrounded by sand and 
cinders, without porches or shade, it was most dreary and 



29 







30 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

» 

1833. unattractive in its appearance. An old packing-box served 
^^^^. as the only step to the high doorway. One tumble-down 
furnace, and a store on which decay had also evidently set 
its fingers, a barn, and some dozen or twenty huts for the 
workmen, with broken plank or mud floors, unhinged gates, 
and windows whose want of glass was supplied by old hats, 
red flannel shirts, etc., completed the dreary village, the 
roads of which, ankle deep in sand, were almost impassable. 

I did not again visit the mansion-house for fifteen or 
more years, and not until after your father had, by a suc- 
cession of unlooked-for events, felt himself reluctantly com- 
pelled to become its owner. But it is a pleasure to remem- 
ber that on the first excursion made by us together, when 
we little thought it would ever be our own, we did go there, 
passing a short time in that parlor where so many happy and 
instructive hours have since been enjoyed by me, in listening 
to many important arrangements connected with my hus- 
band's affairs, — such as the building of the cotton-mill, the 
inception of what is now the West Jersey Railroad, the sale 
of the Vineland property, the noble project of the dam over 
the Maurice River, etc. 

Soon after our return home from this short trip we made 
a longer one to the north, visiting Lake George, Lake 
Champlain, and the Green Mountains of Vermont, passing 
some time with the family of our cousin, I. Tyson, who 
was then engaged in some business operations in New 
England. 

On Christmas-day of the following winter our eldest 
child was born ; then began the real and serious responsi- 
bilities of life, — ^the training of a young, immortal spirit. So, 
, the next summer, when my husband went for a short time 
from home, I was left not alone, but with our new, sweet care. 

A letter written at Mount Carbon, June 21st, from 
which I make some extracts, says : " I arrived safely about 
nine o'clock last night, in company with a Committee of the 
City Councils bound to Girardville, with a view of inspecting 
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the state of things on the Girard estate lying between the 
Schuylkill and Susquehanna Rivers. The Danville Rail- 
road runs through this property, which was a late acquisition 
of Girard's, and is likely to prove one of the most important 
of the many large estates he bequeathed our city. 

"The Committee left here just now in a pleasure-car, 
whilst I was absent on a stroll to visit a tunnel and an in- 
clined plane, and I thus missed the gratification of the ride 
and the view. Thinking how to compensate myself for 
this^ loss, I could fall upon no plan that would promise so 
ample a remuneration as that of writing to thee ; and that 
gratification is caused principally by bringing thee, and the 
object now so closely connected with thee, more vividly to 
my mind. 

" I find it no difficult matter to transfer myself to our own 
parlor, with the boy on my knee, and his mother looking on 
the pair with an earnestness that is proof enough that the 
feeling is from the right source. 

" Fancy me sitting in a large room, in one of the most 
spacious hotels of the State of Pennsylvania, with a fine ter- 
race garden on the south, the lofty Sharp Mountain on the 
west, and in front the Schuylkill, black with boats, which are 
receiving the coal as it tumbles from the cars as they arrive 
on the railroads from the mines, and thee will have no in- 
different picture of my situation. And what gives still 
stronger zest to the novelty of the scene and the pureness 
of the air is, that I feel perfectly in health, and hear with 
pleasure the landlady calling for ice, salt, and cream. 

" I now wish thee had come here, for I know no place 
where thee could pass a few days with more pleasure to thy- 
self and advantage to the babe. I hope, however, he does 
not stand in need of country air; but if he does, I trust thee 
will not hesitate to take him over the river, or out to drive. 
Kiss the boy twice for his father, and then tell him to kiss 
his mother as his father's representative until she is weary 
of it." 
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In December of this year our eldest daughter was added 
to our family. I do not think for the next eighteen months 
I was away from home, except for a short visit to our 
Cousin Tyson's, at Baltimore, and for a few days at Wash- 
ington, which, as our national seat of government, my 
husband thought I ought to see before leaving for a Eu- 
ropean tour, which he had long desired to make, and was 
arranging for when we first met ; and, after serious delibera- 
tion, he concluded to defer a pleasure he might at another 
time be able to grasp, rather than risk a greater, whiqji, if 
not then secured, might never be his. 

I hardly know whether most to admire the courage, or 
blame the rashness, that permitted us, with two babes, to 
venture on such a tour. Nothing but the greatest determi- 
nation and energy could have carried it out ; and I leave 
our example rather as a warning than an encouragement to 
others. 

We sailed from Philadelphia, May 20th, 1836, in the ship 
Monongahela, Captain Brown. My dear R. suffered in- 
tensely with sea-sickness all through the voyage, though he 
would sometimes rally and play with the other gentlemen at 
shovel-board with great success. 

Our voyage, as regarded the weather and society, was very 
pleasant. Twenty-five passengers in all, we naturally be- 
came well acquainted with each other, and rejoiced together 
when, on the morning of June 1 3th, we came on deck at five 
o'clock in the morning to see stretched out before us the 
mountains of Wales. 

On landing in Liverpool, we went to the " Star and Gar- 
ter Hotel," and were soon called on by several of our friends 
of Philadelphia and others, to whom we had letters. 

Finding it quite impossible to travel with children so 
young, we were fortunate enough to find a very plain but 
respectable farmer of the name of John Atkinson, residing 
at Didsbury, a few miles from Manchester, whose wife was 
willing to receive them and their nurse as boarders. There 
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we left them on June 24th, Mr. Stavert, Mr. S. Jones, 1836. 
of Philadelphia, and other of our friends, promising to visit ^^^^^ 
them frequently, and send us intelligence of them during 
our tour to the English and Scotch lakes, our run to Ire- 
land, etc. 

This little journey occupied six weeks. When we re- 
turned to our dear children, we found them so improved in 
health and appearance that, after a few days, we again left 
them for an excursion to France. 

I remained quietly in Paris, whilst my husband, partly 

for pleasure but more for business, made a run to the south 

with Mr. W. Draper. During that absence he wrote me. 

from 

" Lyons, Sunday, August 29th, 1836. 

" My dear Wife, — I wrote in my memorandum-book that 
I left thee with rather a heavy heart. I hope the feeling 
was not an ominous one, but caused only by the rarity of 
my doing so. I did, indeed, feel quite gloomy, and have, as 
yet, met but little that had a tendency to dissipate it. I hope 
the contrary has been the case with thyself That thee arose 
with a light heart, and that feeling as well in health as 
circumstances permit, has been spending thy time very 
agreeably, not in dissipation, which I know thee does not 
enjoy, but in the rational indulgence of curiosity. I hope 
thee will see as many of the attractive jthings of Paris and 
its neighborhood, and as many of its pleasant inhabitants, as 
thee can, without in the least waiting for me, as so much 
time* will be consumed by this trip that our stay in Paris, 
after my return, will have to be short. 

" Mr. Draper and myself had the most charming morning 
for our start for Lyons, and progressed more rapidly than 
. we did from Boulogne, and reached Melun in a few hours. 
It is a place celebrated as having several times elected 
Lafayette to the Chamber of Deputies, — his place. La 
Grange, being near it. We dined at Sens. I thought of 
thee during the dinner, and that it would almost be worth 
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the ride to that place with thee to participate in their good 
cheer. 

"We had beef, veal, chickens, pheasants, all cooked in 
the best style, potatoes as thin as wafers and as crisp as 
pastry, fine strawberries and cream, peaches, and many other 
things equally good ; and to drink, champagne and claret 
wines, and brandy ; and our whole charge but fifteen francs 
for both of us. Such a dinner in London would have cost 
six dollars, and not have been nearly as good. We reached 
Auxerre a litttle before ten o'clock, having travelled twenty- 
one posts, or one hundred and five miles, and were quite 
willing to get into a good bed with as much expedition as 
possible. We rose next morning, something against our 
wills ; but as we had a hundred miles to travel, it was neces- 
sary to leave by six o'clock to enable us to reach Chalons 
to lodge, which we effected, pretty well tired, having ridden 
for seventeen hours. 

" I was in hopes of resting at Chalons, as we proposed 
taking a steamer ; but, to our regret, the boat started at four 
this morning, and we had to be up in time to get on board 
her. So that I have been in bed but twelve hours since w^e 
parted, and have travelled over three hundred miles. Our 
sail to-day has been through a fine district, abounding in 
vines, — it being one of the principal wine districts of the 
kingdom, and part of the country once governed by the 
famous Chasles the Bold, Duke 'of Burgundy. In our ride 
yesterday we passed two of the battle-grounds of Napoleon 
with the allied armies, in which he defeated them, but which 
success onlyafforded him a short time more to reign. 

" One of the first objects that struck me when sailing 
down the river this morning, brought thee very forcibly to 
mind. I have no doubt thee will smile, and perhaps thy 
mouth may water, when I tell thee it was a field of Indian 
corn. I should have liked to capture a few ears to bring to 
thee. 

" The approach to Lyons, on the river, is very pretty. Its 
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buildings are higher than those of Paris, many of them being 
seven stories, of substantial character. The theatre is imme- 
diately before my window, and is very beautiful ; and there 
is just beyond a fanciful, old, and very large building, called 
the Hotel de Ville, built, during the reign of Louis XIV., 
for the business of the city. 

" The room we occupy is quite a splendid one, — about 
twenty-five feet square, and on the second floor, — so that 
we are well accommodated without going to the clouds 
for it. 

" My companion is a pleasant fellow, and it is fortunate 
for me, as there is no other being for me to communicate 
with, as, beyond a few sentences, I am as much cut off from 
communication as if all around me were mutes instead of 
men with tongues. I am hourly more and more convinced 
of the small benefit of travelling among those whose language 
you cannot use. On board the boat to-day, I asked the 
waiter for pen and ink, and I suppose pronounced it awk- 
wardly. A young and gentlemanly man stepped up and 
asked me, in English, what I wanted ; but seeing that I had 
obtained what I wished, withdrew. In a short time after I 
made some remark to him, intending to open a conversation, 
when he replied, in excellent English, that he did not speak 
that tongue ; and upon my observing that I had cause to 
presume to the contrary, he persisted that he did not speak 
it, and so we parted. 

" I need not say that I am thy affectionate husband, as 
thee knows it." 

We rejoined our little family, still in fine health, on the 
20th of September, and on the I3th of November, my hus- 
band having decided he would prefer us to make our tem- 
porary home near Manchester, — that being the place where, 
when with us, he thought he could, in a business point of 
view, be most advantageously occupied, — we moved our 
lodgings from Oxford Street to No. 36 Loyd Street, Green- 
Heys, — quite out of the smoke of the city, — where we had a 
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1836. nice front parlor, large front room on second story for a 
^^^T^^ nursei^"^ and sitting-room, two good chambers, and a third, 
when required, for £2 \os, a week, — cooking and attendance 
included. We ordered our own meals, and settled their 
actual cost, weekly, with the landlady, — ^this making us 
quite at home, and enabling us to entertain as we desired. 

My husband having decided on carrying out his original 
plan of a visit to the Continent, which, although my health 
did not permit me to join, I would not have been willing he 
should have failed to make, we parted on the evening of 
November 24th, with great sadness, as we thought of much 
the longest and most distant separation we had yet known. 

A few of his letters to me during this absence will ex- 
plain his movements better than any other way : 

" Paris, December 7th, 1836. 
"Dear Wife, — I received another proof, among the in- 
numerable ones I had previously, of thy prompt kindness at 
London, in so speedily obtaining my letters from Philadel- 
phia. My desire arose out of a business transaction upon 
which the letters threw very little light, and which I presume 
is a matter that can give me no trouble. After their recep- 
tion I took passage in the coach for Dover in the evening, 
and arrived about seven in the morning; found we were 
too late for the Calais steamer, and had to take one just 
setting out for Boulogne. The wind began to blow before 
we left the shore, and we had been but a few minutes 
from it when I became very sick, and retired into the cabin, 
where I spread myself on the floor, among a number of 
other gentleman as sick as myself, for about four hours, 
when our pilot announced that he was compelled to run to 
Calais, and that we would be inshore in half an hour. His 
declaration proved true; but we could not get into the har- 
bor till five in the evening, and I got no relief until that 
time. 
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"Upon landing, the diligence proprietors informed me 
that I must get in at once, or wait till Sunday. Although 
it was unpleasant to do so, and leave the trunk and key, 
I concluded to do it; and having tasted nothing since 
morning, rode till the next to a very poor breakfast, and 
continued to ride without intermission till First day after- 
noon, about two o'clock. After shaving and washing, I 
called upon R. Randolph, at his lodgings, found him out, 
left my card. Second day I, of course, attended to some of 
my business, and, by-the-by, found thy interesting letter, and 
wished I had been with thee to have pulled thee out of the 
mud thee got into by an indulgence of curiosity. 

" I am glad to hear our little fellows are well, and that 
Richard already so well supplies his father's place. T often 
think of them. 

" I met thy uncle in the street, who walked home with 
me, and talked about many things that I cannot make 
any attempt to relate. He called upon me again in the 
evening, and we did not part till ten o'clock, when I agreed 
to dine with him to-day. 

''This morning went in pursuit of my trunk; had the 
good fortune to find it had come forward regularly, but 
without the key, so had to pick the lock. Called upon 
Madame Bonfils, delivered thy letter and the trifles for Elise 
to Madame, who promised the order for shoes shoul(J be 
executed by my return, and heard the old lady say many 
kind things about thee, among others that thee had done 
very well to stay in England. 

"Mr. Walsh [at that time American consul in Paris] 
is now quite the toast here, giving public soirees to the 
Americans and his acquaintance among the French. 

"It is stated here that General Jackson has written to 
the king that after his retirement from office he intends 
visiting Paris to enjoy the polished society of this great 
metropolis, and I think there is good reason to believe the 
rumor true. 
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"At five o'clock, the dining hour, called upon R. R. at 
Mr. Haight's. Found the lady sweet and intelligent ; the 
husband a little pompous, but quite talkative and intelligent. 

" Our dinner was very good, and the conversation, to me, 
very interesting, being principally of the countries through 
which they had passed, beginning in Norway, and passing 
through Sweden, Russia, Turkey, Asia Minor, Palestine, 
Syria, part of Arabia, and Egypt. Their journey was gen- 
erally without danger, and mostly pleasurable. I think they 
dwelt with more emphasis upon Palestine and Syria than 
upon any other region. They were delighted with the city 
of Damascus, with the Lebanon, with Jerusalem, Smyrna, 
and all that region. Uncle Richard showed me his collec- 
tion of curiosities, — pipes, chairs, and fifty other notions. 
He desires to be particularly remembered to thee, and 
speaks in high terms of the service thy present has ren- 
dered him." 

"Marseilles, December 13th, 1836. 

" My dear Wife, — I received thy affectionate letter the 
day after I had written to thee, and I did not reply from 
Paris, as I left there the following day, and had a promise 
from our uncle Richard that he would write. I spent con- 
siderable time with him ; and as he was purchasing some 
clocks for himself, I requested him to add one for us. We 
went to see very many patterns, and he decided upon the 
one which best suited my taste for us, which was pleasant, 
as I had requested him to choose for me. It is all gilt, and 
the figure is Corinne sitting amid architectural ruins in an 
attitude of pensive contemplation, and as she is a favorite 
character of thine, I have no doubt of thy also being pleased 
with it. 

" I took tea with Madame Bonfils, dined with L. Draper, 
whose lady says she is obliged by the trifles sent her, and 
will have the caps done on my return. I caught Horatio's 
idea from thy fac-simile, which I could not at all puzzle out 
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from the original. So much for doing a thing better than 1836. 
the original. I hope thee enjoyed thy little tea-party, and ^^^^ 
think thee will do well not to go out too much now, espe- 
cially on foot. I am quite able to appreciate the kindness 
expressed in thy letter, and am sure that, however much we 
may disagree in tastes, we are of the same sentiment as re- 
gards each other's welfare, and whilst I intend to be espe- 
cially careful of myself, I hope thee will not fail to pay the 
same or greater regard to thy personal comfort and health. 
For our little ones I have no doubt thee will do the best 
possible, and one of my greatest comforts is, that if they lose 
their father, their mother is qualified to instruct and provide 
for them. 

" I left Paris at seven o'clock on Sixth day evening, in the 
Malle-poste^ the coach taking but two. I found the seat a 
pleasant one, and slept till morning, when I found that we 
had travelled one hundred miles, passing, to my regret, 
during the night the romantic scenery of Fontainebleau. 
Our ride during Seventh day was through much such a 
country as we passed in going to Paris, but with a larger 
portion given up to the, cultivation of the grape. The day 
closed on us pretty soon after passing through the town of 
Nevers. Although my camarade de voyage and myself 
managed to converse a little, our discourse was not suffi- 
ciently interesting to keep us from sleeping, which we did 
until the day broke upon us in the neighborhood of Va- 
rennes, and we soon began to ascend to a climate too cold 
for the culture of the vine. It was, however, much prettier 
and a better tilled country, and we continued to ascend until 
the Alps were in full view. The people here seem better 
dressed, and the whole appearance of the country much 
pleasanter, than the lowlands. Night again closed upon us 
a little beyond St. Etienne, a town famous for the manu- 
facture of ribbons, of which it has almost the monopoly. 

" Our journey during the day was near a range of mount- 
ains covered with snow, and soon after dark we began to 
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cross them, and found not only much on the ground, but 
that it was coming down in great profusion. In a few hours, 
however, we began to descend, and it did not take long to 
get below the snow temperature. We were allowed time to 
dine about twelve o'clock at night, and then, having got into 
the coach, slept comfortably till morning, which broke upon 
us as mild and as pleasant as we could desire ; and this day's 
ride was to me peculiarly interesting, as we had got into the 
climate of the olive, of which there were numerous orchards, 
as well as of the mulberry, this being the centre of the coun- 
try producing the silk-worm. 

" Just before entering a small town of the name of Orange, 
we passed a very large stone arch, in some measure resem- 
bling the Arc de I'Etoile, said to have been built by Julius 
Caesar, which is in a state of almost complete preservation, 
being nearly two thousand years old. The most important 
town passed this day was Avignon, once the seat of the 
Popes when driven from Rome. An ugly old town, with 
streets so narrow I could have jumped from the coach into 
any of their shops which were open. Near this place is Vau- 
cluse, celebrated for being the residence of Petrarch who 
so loved Laura. 

" It became dark before we reached Aix, and we did not 
arrive here until about ten o'clock, making our journey from 
Paris, a distance of six hundred miles, in rather less than 
seventy- five hours, our whole stoppage not more than two 

hours. 

* 

" Marseilles is, perhaps, the third town in France, both in 
size and commercial importance. It has a most commo- 
dious harbor, which contains a very great number of ships 
and smaller vessels. The rise and fall of a tide is scarcely 
perceptible, and although that is a great convenience so far 
as commerce is concerned, it is a serious evil to the comfort 
of the city, as all its filth emptying into it is not carried off 

" I shall have to remain here for two or three days for a 
boat, when I expect to embark either for Leghorn or Civita 
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Vecchia. There is no cholera now north of Naples, and as 1836. 
going there would subject me to quarantine, I shall not ^^^ ' 
attempt it." 

On taking passage at Marseilles, the captain of the boat 
had assured him there was no quarantine at Civita Vecchia. 
He had, however, thought it most prudent to pay his pas- 
sage only to Leghorn, — and, on arriving there, he tells me in 
a letter from Pisa, of December 22d, that he called upon the 
proprietors of the boat and made the same inquiry of them. 
They gave him no satisfactory information, but assured him 
that he might proceed with safety, as they presumed the 
quarantine was taken off. To prove their candor, he pro- 
posed to pay his passage to Civita Vecchia, stipulating that 
in case there was a quarantine there, he should be brought 
back to Leghorn without charge. This they declined to 
do; but then stated fairly that by their last letter they 
were told that the quarantine, it was hoped, would soon be 
taken off. 

This convinced him at once that in going to Civita Vec- 
chia he might be shut up in a lazaretto for ten days at least ; 
and deciding on the land route, he hired a carriage to take 
himself and a Mr. Sprague, from New England, who had 
joined him, to Pisa, fourteen miles distant, the charge being 
but one shilling and sixpence, or thirty-three cents, each. 

After seeing Pisa, they engaged a vetturino, who was to 
provide them with good food, lodging, and fire, — make them 
comfortable in everyway, — and is, he says, "to deliver us in 
Rome in five days, where I wish thee could send me a 
carrier-pigeon, to arrive by the first of the year, bringing me 
intelligence of thee and of the dear little fellows, to whom so 
many of my thoughts are given." 

Arrived in Rome, he writes to me again : 

"December 27th, 1836. 

" My Love, — My last was from Pisa, telling thee we had 
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1^6. engaged a vetturino to take us to Rome in a few days. We 
.^Et^ started on the morning of the 23d, and had a beautiful ride 
over a country almost level for the early part of it, and in 
the afternoon along the side and top of a hill looking down 
into the valley of the ArnOj'^and with a population of great 
density, — the houses and chateaux, however, being almost 
all situated on eminences, and in such positions as to be best 
capable of defence. We slept at Poggiloni, and taking an 
early start, we got to Sienna to breakfast, which town, thee 
recollects, was once a republic of some note, but is now 
quite a secondary city. It has a famous cathedral to boast 
of, as is the case with most Italian towns, and some other 
antiquities, which we did not stop to examine, being more 
anxious to finish our journey to this place, which so far 
exceeds all others in these respects. 

" During the ride of the first and second day, which was 
through Tuscany, we saw a great number of women em- 
ployed in plaiting and sewing the straw so famous not only 
in Italy but in England and America. I took the liberty of 
going up to a woman, who was at work at it in the middle 
of the road, and examined her performances, which I thought 
very dexterous ; but, unfortunately, I could only prove to 
her my gratification at her indulgence of my curiosity by 
as pleasant a smile as I could put on. Our fine weather 
had failed at Sienna, and our third day's journey was not 
only stormy but tempestuous, and as we had to pass the 
Apennines, we were much exposed to the high winds, which 
came driving up the glens at such a rate as would have 
upset our carriage had we not lowered our top previously. 
We had sufficient employment in holding on our hats 
and cloaks. After an ascent of five miles we reached the 
summit, about twenty-five hundred feet in height, on the 
very top of which is a fortress for the defence of the bound- 
ary of Tuscany, whose property it is. Our view from here 
was very extended, but consisted chiefly of snow-capped 
hills. There is at this point quite a large village, and we 
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saw the inhabitants in their holiday dresses, which were 1836. 
clean, but had very little about them to gratify a London or ^J^J^^s;. 
Parisian belle as a morning walking-dress. Even these poor, 
simple creatures showed that propensity for the gaudy so 
common to the daughters of Eve, in their strong preference 
for scarlet to the homely drab. 

** Our journey, owing to the mountains, was this day but 
twenty-eight miles, but it took us within the jurisdiction of 
the Pope, and subjected us to much detention and some cost 
for the privilege of paying him a visit. It was Christmas, 
so that my proposal to celebrate the birthday of our first- 
born in this city has been frustrated. It has not, however, 
prevented my thoughts from recurring to him, his sister, and 
mother with the same anxious feeling that always attends 
my absence from them. ' 

" Our fourth day's journey was but little more pleasant 
than the previous. Being in an elevated region, we had not 
only the cold, but very frequent falls of snow, which I re- 
gretted as much on account of our little pony as our own. 
The pony, however, trudged along very well, and as we be- 
gan to descend toward evening, we were below the snow on 
arriving at Ronciglione, our lodging-place. This was the 
first night, since leaving Pisa, we had a comfortable house, 
which made us enjoy it the more. On getting up this 
morning, however, we found that the snow had forced its 
way after us, and covered the ground as much as four 
inches. Starting early, with the aid of an additional horse, 
we were, by noon, again below the snow. 

" It has now cleared up, and we had a most charming after- 
noon for entering Rome. At the top of an eminence, more 
than fifteen miles from the city, we caught the first glimpse 
of St. Peter's dome towering above all the neighboring hills, 
and having the appearance of a pretty little church within 
half a mile of the spectator. We got into the city a little 
after three o'clock, and are at a very superb hotel, where I 
am writing this between eleven and twelve, and must make 
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1836. the hour my excuse for such an irregular and blundering 
^^;jr^ epistle. There are in the hotel more than twenty Ameri- 
cans, among whom are Horace Binney, his daughter, and 
niece. I addressed a note to Mr. Binney requesting an 
interview, and in a few minutes received an invitation to 
call upon him, which I did, and was received very cordially ; 
and upon my asking his advice in relation to seeing Rome 
in a week, he very minutely gave me a plan for doing so, 
and at the same time gave me much information relative 
to the objects to be visited, which are so numerous that I 
have no doubt if thee was here, we could spend the re- 
mainder of the winter in their examination. My feelings 
are, however, too much engrossed by those at Manchester 
and the times in Philadelphia to enjoy fully the objects here. 
My plan is, to-morrow, to procure a seat in the courier for 
a week ahead, and make my way toward you as rapidly as 
possible. Unfortunately, I can receive no letters until I get 
to Florence. 

" 28/A. As no mail went to-day, I kept the letter open 
until this evening to tell thee my day's work, which has 
nearly all been done in St. Peter's alone, without going into 
the Vatican, which was not open to-day. I shall be particu- 
larly gratified if, when we meet, I can give thee any idea of 
its extent, its beauty, and its splendor ; which I fear I shall 
fail to do almost as much as to paint the immense evils its 
construction has given rise to. It possesses one quality 
peculiarly its own, — it is never warmed by artificial heat, and 
yet it is always comfortable, which makes it, as it is always 
open, a pleasant shelter on a cold day. It excels all modern 
buildings not only in the splendor of its gilding and richness 
of its statuary, but in its immense extent. It is higher, I pre- 
sume, than any other church in the world, longer and 
broader, and contains what none other can, unless removed 
from it, the remains of St. Peter and St. Paul. The most 
beautiful monument in the church is one by Canova, of 
James Stuart, of England, and his two sons. A king ac- 
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knowledged here, but not by the country he claimed a 
right to govern. 

" The old Roman Forum, the spot upon which the people 
of the proud mistress of the world used to assemble, has for 
a long time been buried in the earth and filth of the city, and 
it is only lately that excavations have pointed out its precise 
spot. There are about a dozen fine marble pillars standing 
in its old bounds, of four hundred feet by seven hundred 
long, which at one time was so clustered with them in some 
of its parts that three persons had scarcely room to walk 
abreast. Visited three very imposing triumphal arches, 
which still stand in all their grand dimensions. Near their 
tops are some fine sculptures in basso-rilievo, — ^they were 
erected to Titus, Septimius Severus, and Constantine. Al- 
though the power of the Empire under the last was nearly 
as great as at any period, the art of sculpture had almost 
disappeared. The people had become brutalized by the ex- 
hibition of gladiatorial fights, and of wild beasts, and gradu- 
ally became unable to appreciate anything characteristic of 
refinement, and therefore the art not valued soon fell to 
decay. 

" It will be found to be true that a people do not degener- 
ate in taste and remain stationary in virtue, but that the 
declension of the one marks the period of the loss of the 
other; and when that has departed, the support of a nation 
is gone. So it was with Rome." 

Travelling very rapidly, and under the pressure of anxiety 
for those he had left behind, he returned to Paris as early as 
January 19th, on which day he says : 

" My dear Wife,-*-I arrived here to-day, a little before 
three o'clock, and before going to look for lodgings ran to 
Draper's in search of letters, and had the good fortune of 
finding one, which I have almost devoured, as I had heard 
nothing from you after the letter I received at Florence under 
date 1 2th of last month. I am very much obliged by the nar- 
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1836. rative thee gives of taking our little boy to meeting, particu- 

^^!jrr^^ larly as he behaved so well ; but I am much more highly 

gratified by his having had the measles, and having so well 

recovered. I hope Providence will spare him for some 

useful purpose, if consistent with His will. 

"The account of things from Philadelphia, although not 
very bright, is as I expected, and I am glad that they are 
no worse. I certainly consider it a great favor that thy 
own health has remained so good, and most sincerely hope 
it will hold out until I reach thee. I expected, when I wrote 
to thee from Florence, to have arrived here before this time ; 
but as there was no diligence running from there, and as 
the seats in the mail were all taken for a week, I was 
compelled to " travel vetturino," the most slow of all kinds 
of travelling next to walking, which I think I could have 
made as quick. Instead of going from Florence to Milan in 
two days, I was over five, and on as good a road as there 
is in the world, I presume. At Milan I was more fortunate, 
as I found a place with the courier for the next morning 
after my arrival, to cross the Simplon, which at this season 
of the year is considered so dangerous that few people make 
the attempt. I had, however, resolved to go in that direction, 
and was very much pleased, on getting into the coach, to hear 
a gentleman talk French with the English pronunciation. I 
immediately asked if he was an Englishman, and obtained his 
affirmative answer, that his course was my own, and further, 
that he was hurrying home to be present at his wife's confine- 
ment. He has been married for four years, has three children, 
and this time expects two ; so that his wife beats mine. 
He was the most pleasant and intelligent travelling compan- 
ion I have met with, speaks French almost as well as 
English, and I formed such an attachment to him I was 
sorry to have to part with him at Geneva. 

" We found crossing the Simplon no small matter, and 
some time before we began to ascend, the snow was so deep 
that we had to take a traineau. We started at three o'clock, 
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from near the foot 6f the mountain, with a fine, clear morning, 1837. 
but intensely cold, and before the sun rose we suffered very ,J^^. 
much, although wrapped up warmly. After sunrise, the air 
became warmer, but the snow begari to deepen with an un- 
broken road, and it became a question whether our horses 
could drag us through, as they were often nearly covered up 
by their struggles. I walked until quite spent, and then 
threw myself into the sleigh, with the determination to trust 
to the horses, who, with the aid of a number of workmen on 
the road, succeeded in taking us to the village at the top of 
the mountain. Here we got a little breakfast and warming, 
and changing our horses, started to finish the ascent, and 
to descend, if possible, before dark. From this point the 
snow began to increase in depth, and by the time we had 
arrived at the celebrated Hospice, I think it was at least 
twenty-five feet. The road had been immediately along the 
edge of a precipice, sometimes nearly a thousand feet of per- 
pendicular descent. I felt anxious as I overlooked this im- 
mense wall of rock, with often not six inches to spare, and it 
made me feel as if on the very brink of eternity, and far from 
all chance of any aid save that Almighty hand that had formed 
these rocks and the insignificant creature who was then 
travelling over them. How many thousands of reasons I 
have for gratitude for His goodness and providence ! 

" The next day, after crossing these mountains, brought 
us to Geneva, where I attended to directions about pur- 
chases, — carvings, music-boxes, etc., — and ordered them sent 
to Havre to be shipped for America. 

" I hope to get to London during this week, and as I have 
some business there and at Leicester, shall be detained a 
few days in England before I see thee, unless I hear so as 
to make it necessary to go immediately on. I have been 
here but a few hours, have seen none of thy friends, and 
consequently can tell no Paris news. It is now four days 
since I have had my clothes off, and I feel the necessity of 
a good washing and a sound sleep, which it is impossible to 
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1837. get in a coach. If there is any occasion for me, do not hesi- 
^' 7j tate to write to London and say so, and I will leave my 
business and go to thee at once.'* 

Returning from this hurried continental tour, he arrived 
in London on the evening of January 29th, and, after attend- 
ing to business in that city and elsewhere on the route home, 
he " arrived in Manchester," as he says, " a little after twelve 
in the night, or rather morning, of February 3d. Hurried to 
Loyd Street, but found my family in bed. After some 
knocking aroused them, and was received by my wife in her 
usual warm manner." 

He remained with us the greater part of that month, but 
on the 28th says : " Having decided before rising to take a 
trip into Yorkshire, my wife put me up a little parcel, and I 
bade her good-by at nine o'clock." Having some business 
at Leeds that required attention, — leaving it on the morning 
of March 2d, — he got to Huddersfield at eight o'clock, and 
there he says : " I received a letter from Mr. Lathrop saying my 
wife was not well. So hastened through business there, took 
coach at eleven, and arrived at Manchester a little after three 
P.M. Hurried toward home, stopping at Partington's, the 
surgeon, who congratulated me on having a son, but then 
checked himself for fear he was mistaken in the sex. Upon 
getting home, however, I found Mrs. Wood very brave, and 
with a fine, large boy, born last evening. I found him suck- 
ing the bottle very nicely. Wrote to mother and sister 
Hannah, giving them an account of our boy's coming into 
the world." 

From my husband's memoranda of this period of compul- 
sory quiet and comparative inaction, I cull a few memories 
of the way those happy days were passed : 

''March ^th, Sunday, Went to meeting. Then took R. 
a stroll. Cloudy and gloomy. 
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" 6th. Took Richard to town. He had his hair cut. 
Found S. Thompson here, who dined with us. I walked into 
town with her. 

^' yth, Mrs. Wood continues pretty well. I took tea 
with her this evening. I weighed our little boy a few hours 
after his birth ; he weighed nine pounds. There is said to 
be some relief in the money market to-day. 

" gth. Received a letter from R. Randolph from London. 
He speaks of going to Portugal and Spain. Got the two 
volumes of Rob Roy from a circulating library [which he 
kindly read to his wife]. 

" nth. Although I have walked to town twice to-day, 
have spent it rather idly, — ^being prevented from action on 
account of the non-arrival of the Hibernia, the packet of the 
1 6th of February. 

" 12//^. Sunday, Went this morning to meeting, but was 
so indifferent to my duty as to stay at home this afternoon. 
Mr. Lathrop and his wife spent some time with us, and 
F. Thompson and wife after tea. Wrote to Lewis Wain 
under date of 1 3th. 

" 1 3/A. Saw Mr. Gibson, who has just returned from Leeds, 
and states the market to be more depressed than usual. 
Wrote G. Wilds & Co., Durand & McFarland, Baird of the 
Liverpool Union Bank, etc. 

" 14th, Walked into town this morning, and read an arti- 
cle in the Times, in which an attempt is made to throw the 
fault of the present derangement of the currency and of the 
money market on the American banks, and screen the Bank 
of England. Returned with Mr. Stell through Green-Heys. 
I find the rent of a good-sized double-house to be from 
;^I2S to ;^iSO. Went at six o'clock to dine with Mr. Stell, 
who lives in very good style about three miles out the Pen- 
dleton Road. Got home about half-past eleven, and found 
my wife had just gone to bed. 

" iSth, Read to Julianna the * Vicar of Wakefield.' The 
style is extremely simple and chaste, and reasoning and sen- 
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1837. timents clear, and adapted to minds of no great depth. The 
^^^^ style of Scott is much more full of imagery. 

" 17///. Received letter from Draper, Todd & Co., of Paris, 
and replied. Received letter from R. Randolph from London, 
which states he will be here in ten days. Intelligence from 
New York, by London packet of 20th ult, of very gloomy 
commercial aspect. Received letters from J. J. and A. Cash, 
.and replied. My son R. spells tolerably well in four letters. 

" \Zth. Left home at half-past eight for Liverpool. Hi- 
bernia has arrived, — received letters. Attended to a great 
variety of things; returned to Manchester by the three 
o'clock train ; the only companion I had being an officer in 
the British army, who told me he had given ;^i8oo, the 
established price, for the commission of a captain. 

" 19/A. Went to meeting. Abigail Dockray preached. 
Walked home with F. S. Thompson to make inquiries for 
a servant for Julianna. 

*' After tea went to hear Dr. McCall. His text was, 'Thou 
fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee.' Upon 
which he descanted with as much ease and volubility as I 
ever heard. He intimated that the book of Job might be 
allegorical. 

" 24/A. On going into town this morning was surprised to 
find all the shops shut, and upon inquiry found it to be the 
universal practice here, and very general throughout the 
kingdom. Disappointed in finding my letters would be de- 
tained in Liverpool on account of its being Good-Friday. 

" 26th, Sunday, Dined with F. Thompson. My wife came 
down-stairs this evening and took tea with me. 

" 2'jth, Saw some marriages at the old Collegiate Church, 
it being the custom for large numbers to marry there on 
Easter-Monday. The ceremony the usual one of the Estab- 
lished Church. 

" 28/A. Left home for Liverpool about nine o'clock, with 
the snow eight inches deep, a most unusual quantity having 
fallen in the night. My company was Mr. McConnell, I am 
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told the largest spinner in Manchester. Called upon W. and 
J. Brown. Mr. Brown informed me that the difficulty be- 
tween the American bankers and Bank of England was 
settled; that the bank expected to have to discount in a 
very short time nearly five million sterling of American 
paper, which I have but little doubt is a great exaggeration. 
He is of opinion that the United States Bank will accept the 
proposition of the Bank of England to remit one million 
pounds in specie, on the condition of its giving them a credit 
for two million pounds. Left Liverpool at three o'clock on 
steamer Eagle, for Glasgow, and in a short time became very 
sick. 

''March 2gth, My birthday. Thirty-eight years old! 
How much time I have unimproved, and how little reason 
I have to calculate on half as many more years, — and how 
earnestly I should petition that what time may be permitted 
me should be better employed ! On awaking this morning 
found the boat near the mouth of the Clyde and in smooth 
water. 

" 30/A. After a very busy day, left at six o'clock, ran and 
down the Clyde, stopping' at Greenock. On the morning of 
the 31st was at the west end of the Isle of Man, — its shores 
high, but not mountainous. Arrived at Liverpool at three 
o'clock, — called upon the Browns, who informed me that the 
packet of the first is not yet in, and that business wore a 
gloomy aspect in Liverpool. Cotton sold to-day from three 
and a half to four and a halfpence, — a lower price than was 
ever known. Got to Manchester in one hour and ten min- 
utes, and was glad to find my family well." 

April 2d, my. husband notices the arrival of my uncle, 
R. Randolph, who remained with us nearly a week, we 
making many visits together to our mutual friends, and 
parting with regret, as he sailed on the 20th for America. 

We left Manchester on the 9th of April, inside the coach, 
leaving our three little ones with two confidential nurses. 
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1837. We stopped at Sheffield and then at Cambridge, visiting, 
^^ "^ with much interest, the colleges, chapels, and libraries. 
Arrived in London on the evening of the 12th, and went 
to Mr. Freedman's, No. 12 Devonshire Street, Portland 
Place, near Regent's Park, — a quiet house, then much 
patronized by Americans. 

On this excursion we visited Oxford, Woodstock, Blen- 
heim, Warwick Castle, Kenilworth, Birmingham, etc. 

Returning to Manchester on the twenty-ninth of April, 
we found our children pretty well, although they had been 
quite sick with the chicken-pox during our absence, our 
baby, especially, looking very thin and changed. We re- 
mained quietly with our family until the 15th of May, on 
which day my husband notes that he "paid Partington 
£\o 1 8 J. 6rf. in full for all medical attendance, received a 
most gloomy letter from Horatio, and that his wife was en- 
gaged in paying farewell visits." We were then closing our 
establishment in Manchester, with the view of forming a 
transient one in Liverpool for our children, whilst we should 
make a little tour through Wales, and complete our visit to 
London ajid some other parts of England, preparatory to 
finally leaving it, as we contemplated doing in the coming 
month of June. 

Our movements were, however, differently ordered for us. 
Leaving Manchester on the morning of May i6th, we went, 
immediately after reaching Liverpool, before going to our 
hotel, to Brown & Shipley's office, to ascertain^the newest 
aspect of American affiiirs and read letters. My husband 
soon came to me from their inner sanctum, telling me the 
state of things at home seemed getting worse and worse, 
credits on America were difficult to obtain,.and handing me 
an open letter of one of his partners — ^John Yarrow — ^to 
read, — in which, deeply lamenting my husband's absence at 
such a crisis, he remarked that he — Yarrow — would gladly 
give ten of the best years of his life could they but have 
him in Philadelphia, to take the helm and steer them through 
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the sea of financial difficulties, where who should sink and 1837. 
who should swim was then a matter not easily calculated or ^^iJTT^ 
foreseen. 

After I had glanced over the letter, my husband, with his 
accustomed cool and firm decisiveness, said to me that " the 
Shakespeare, Captain Collins, of the Collins line of New 
York, had just dropped down the river, having but few pas- 
sengers ;" adding, " Everything is so packed up for ourselves 
and our children, there is nothing of that kind to prevent our 
following and going on board her. / am going to take a boat 
and do so. Thee can take five minutes to decide whether to 
go with me, or remain here and await my return under more 
favorable circumstances." 

My decision to accompany him was as prompt as his own 
had been to go. And, asking for writing-materials, we 
sat down, and, in Brown's office, wrote a few parting notes 
of explanation and affection ; as we had made many deaf 
friends, it pained us to leave thus abruptly. And then, 
calling a carriage, and only stopping in Lord Street to pur- 
chase some articleis of food and a pretty hat and cloak for 
our little English boy, we drove to the pier, found a boat, 
followed the Shakespeare, overtook her before she had got 
fairly to sea, and that night were rocked by the billows. 

Our passage home of twenty-five days was rough and 
uncomfortable. One of its most painful features was the 
loss overboard of a fine sailor, from the breaking of a rope 
to which he had, in a heavy gale, entrusted himself, whilst 
doing some important ship duty. 

We, as usual, were very sick, my husband especially, and 
he was unable to do much more than keep a mere skeleton 
journal, toward the close of the voyage, from which these 
few extracts are taken : 

" June loth was a fine clear day, but our fair wind had 
ceased, and we were nearly becalmed about thirty miles from 
Sandy Hook. A light breeze in a short time sprung up, and 
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1837. we continued to tack about until two o'clock, when we saw 
^y^o Long Island. A pilot approached and boarded us, and in- 
formed us that the Orpheus, that left Liverpool the day 
before us, had not arrived. He also gave us two news- 
papers, from which we learned there had been a suspension 
of specie payments by the banks of New York, and, as a 
natural consequence, the failures of the merchants there had 
ceased. I am, however, left entirely in the dark in reference 
to the state of affairs in our own city. 

" yune nth. This morning found us within a few miles 
of Sandy Hook, but with very little breeze. Remarked the 
line made by the meeting of the fresh and salt water some 
miles outside of the Hook. The heights of Neversink 
looked now beautifully green to us, and in a few hours more 
we were inside the Hook. After we had been in a short 
time, we saw a sail approaching, which proved to be the 
Orpheus, and we had hardly anchored on the quarantine 
ground before she did the same. The steamboat from 
Staten Island came alongside of our ship, and took us to the 
city in time for tea at Bunker's. Called to see several gen- 
tlemen, who informed me there had been no more failures 
in Philadelphia of consequence; found business in New 
York almost entirely suspended, and that houses, which had 
for many years been considered very strong, had gone down. 

" yune i2th. Got permit from custom-house for our bag- 
gage. Spent much of the day rambling about the city with 
my wife ; found most parts of the burnt districts have been 
rebuilt. Went in the steamboat at three o'clock to the quar- 
antine ground, where a boat came from the ship and took 
the captain and myself on board. Got my trunks, which 
have been examined at the office of the custom-house, was 
taken to the steamboat, and again to New York in time for 
tea. 

" yune 13/A. Left Bunker's to goby the nine o'clock boat 

. this morning. Found the railroad in bad repair. Got to the 

steamboat, on the Delaware, about two o'clock, and to our 
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own city a little after four, where we found our brothers and 1837. 
sisters on the wharf awaiting us." ,€t^ 

Our dear sister Caroline's bright smile of welcome soon 
beamed upon us from the window of her carriage, in which 
we were conveyed by her to our mother's house, where a 
few rooms had been prepared for our reception. 

Arriving just at the commencement of our warmest 
weather, our little babe, who had suffered very much from 
being two or three times vaccinated, and also from the 
chicken-pox before leaving England, and afterward, in the 
latter part of our rough passage home, soon became sick. 
We took him to Brandywine Springs, Delaware, where 
he died in my arms, on the morning of July 23d. Exactly 
ten months from the day that this darling little English boy 
left us, our beloved Carrie came. 

A few months after the loss of our little babe, we went to 
reside in the house now 11 23 Arch Street. My husband 
had bought it prior to sailing for Europe, with the intention, 
on his return, of taking it down and building another to suit 
himself, including a portion of the lot, then unoccupied, 
upon which our present house stands, — the ground east of 
• it having been purchased by his brother, with the view of 
erecting the dwelling in which he has ever since resided. 
During our absence, however, a house had been built upon 
this lot that we had hoped to obtain ; but the person who 
had thus thwarted our plans not having means to carry out 
his own, my husband purchased and completed it himself 

We had many pleasant memories connected with the old 
house, 1 123, considering the short time we occupied it. 
The garden being njuch in view from our parlor windows, I 
took a great deal of pride in keeping it nicely, my dear R. 
assisting me there, in my evening watering, in cutting the 
grass, etc. The hall and parlors, too, of that house being 
unusually large, and he fancying that the exercise of playing 
battledoor was beneficial to his health, I fostered the idea, — 
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1837. which I believe was a correct one, — and, as I enjoyed it 
^^^o very much myself, we generally, twice a day, had very 
merry games in that great back parlor. Wishing to com- 
bine mental improvement with physical health, we agreed, 
whilst playing, to keep our score, and make the necessary 
comments to each other, in the French tongue. I confess, 
that even in this simple game we were very ambitious, 
aiming always at a thousand well-tossed birds without any 
failure; and sometimes, owing to my husband's agility, 
quickness, and skill in catching my bad throws, and sending 
me back good ones in return, we came so near to this num- 
ber as to regard it as a possible achievement. But, alas for 
the vanity of human expectations! just as they were, one 
day, on the point of being fulfilled, and we almost screamed, 
in a delight and excitement that I presume caused our failure, 
" neuf cent quatre-vingt dix-neuf," — down went our bird, — 
and despairing of ever again coming so near our mark, the 
attempt to do so was abandoned. 

A few weeks after our dear Caroline's birth. May 23d, 
1838, her father left us on a long Western tour. I here give 
a letter or two from him, written during that time of separa- 
tion : 

"Pittsburg, July 6th, 1838. 

" My dear Julianna, — If thee has patience, read some ex- 
tracts from my journal, and consider them my letter to thee 
from this black but interesting city. 

''July zd. Did not leave the top of the inclined plane, at 
the Schuylkill, until after seven o'clock ; but, as compensa- 
tion, travelled at the full rate of twenty miles per hour to 
Lancaster. I had, for companion on the same seat, a very 
intelligent gentleman from near Chambersburg,— an iron 
master, — and I induced him to talk by manifesting a curi- 
osity in relation to his business, and he amplified, as one 
does who feels at home with an aittentive listener. 

" Near my seat was a pretty little babe of three months, 
who kept my own little Caroline (bless her heart !) in my 
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mind all the day, and the feasts I saw her take occasionally 
looked very much as if I was not far from her mamma. I 
got to Harrisburg about four o'clock, and, on stepping out of 

the cars, was met by , who told me he was detained there 

by the sickness of his wife. My first thought, of course, was 
that he should have such a w^ife as mine if he undertook to 
travel with hen .... Here I got on board of a canal-boat, 
and found a beaming hot sun ; but fortunately the shades of 
evening coming on rendered it tolerably pleasant. 

*' I found an acquaintance well versed in all the localities of 
the route along the Susquehanna, upon which he has spent 
much of his time. We crossed it at Duncan's Island, and I 
thought it so pleasant that should leisure ever come tp me 
with competence, I should like to spend some summer 
weeks in its shade with the wife of my bosom and her little 
flock. I sat up late, as it was moonlight, to look at the wild 
mountains and banks of the Juniata. 

^'jFuly 3</. Got up very early, — ^as certain little insects 
were uncomfortable companions. A most delightful morn- 
ing. We soon met a boatload of politicians going to Har- 
risburg to celebrate the Fourth of July, for the benefit of 
their neighbor, D. R. Porter, the opposition candidate for 
governor. Landed at Lewistown, I having persuaded the 
captain of the boat to wait until I finished some business t 
had there, when we pushed on quietly to Waynesbofough, 
where a newly-married pair and some ladies joined us» As 
we had no ladies before, they, of course, added to the in- 
terest of a canal- voyage. Unfortunately, a Yankee cfebauchee, 
whom we had on board, attempted to enter the ladies' cabin 
after we had quietly retired to rest. They gave a timely 
alarm, and the matter was hushed up without the knowledge 
of the husband, otherwise we might have had an unpleasant 
affray, and blows, if not bloodshed. 

^^yuly 4/A. We started from Huntingdon this morning 
about three o'clock, and very soon began to see the river, 
caused by the increased torrent which rolled from the 
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1838. mountains above Hollidaysburg. We saw the sites from 
^;j7T^ which houses were carried off, and the country strewed with 
their roofs and timbers, interspersed with canal-locks, gates, 
rails, logs, and everything it had gathered in its course. The 
canal-banks, in many places, are entirely carried off, and 
the walls of the dams and the locks are prostrated, as if they 
were the loosest sand-hills. I was shown a brick house, 
out of which the family fled and were all drowned but the 
father. 

" Dined at Hollidaysburg, and crossed the Portage Rail- 
road in about six hours to Johnstown, where we again 
took the canal-boat, passing along the Conemaugh and 
Kiskiminetas Rivers, which present nothing more remark- 
able than the great number of salt manufactories in their 
vicinity. 

^^July 6th, Got to this city about eleven o'clock last night, 
and was gratified by a comfortable bath and bed. Called 
upon a number of our friends. Please to say to Horatio that 
our customers. Palmer & J. J. Gray, will be with them soon. 
I expect to go down the river to-morrow. The boat seems 
a good one, and the captain says he never bursts a boiler 
or does damage to any extent. 

" I shall look for two letters from thee at Cincinnati, when 
I shctU hope to hear thee is better than when I left home. 
Kiss the little ones all round for me, and tell them not to 
forget their pa. 

"Thee knows that I love thee so affectionately. 

" Good-by." 

From Louisville, July 17th, he writes again: 

" My dear Wife, — Thy letter, reaching from the 2d to 
the 7th of the month, came to hand at this place. It was 
just such an one as I like to get, letting me know exactly 
what passes at home, without prosing about matters and 
things which would make me no happier, if they did wiser. 
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"I hope thee has continued to get along as well since, 1838. 
and hope also that in future thee will be less troubled with ^^iJT^. 
duns. I find that the best way to avoid them is not to go 
in debt. 

"You must have had a charming concert the evening 
thee refers to, — music most charming ! 

" I was somewhat sorry to learn that C. B. considered it 
her duty to be baptized ; she, however, was right in having 
the ceremony performed if she thought it so. 

" My last was from Cincinnati, from which place I went 
to Lawrenceburg, and after finishing there, was waiting 
Opon the wharf looking out for a steamboat, when an oc- 
currence took place which might have kept me longer 
from thee than I had contemplated, had the proposal I there 
received been of more tempting kind. A young man came 
upon the wharf with some boxes of merchandise, and as 
we were patiently waiting for the appearance of a boat, we 
naturally enough felt into conversation. He, being somewhat 
curious, began by inquiring where I lived ; following up the 
answer of * From the East/ By asking the State, the place, 
and then my occupation; and finding that I had been a 
seller of tapes, bobbins, etc., he stated to me that he was 
just going to begin to do so; that the stock he had pur- 
chased was worth five hundred and thirty dollars, and that 
he had been a full month in learning business ; still, thinking 
he might want aid, he proposed that I should hire with him 
for a month or two. To test his generosity, I inquired the 
highest wages he was disposed to give. But think what he 
valued my services at ! Only five dollars per month would 
he give me, and my board ! So, demanding ten dollars a 
month, and thinking I should earn that much if I engaged 
with him, we parted without closing the bargain, and I am 
again free to return to serve thee. 

" From Lawrenceburg I arrived at Madison, and spent 
First day, going twice to the same meeting, the New School 
Presbyterian, as there is no other. In the evening left for 
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1838. this place; while on the wharf had an opportunity of wit- 

^^^TT^ nessing the exciting effect of steamboat racing, as three 

boats came in sight almost together, — a large crowd of 

people were on tiptoe, each eager that their favorite should 

beat. 

" It is surprising how soon we lose prudential feelings 
when upon a boat under way. I took the general favorite, 
and arrived here in safety. 

" Having taken passage for Lexington to-morrow morn- 
ing, I expect a warm ride. As I go outside, I no doubt 
shall get a coat of the color thee least admires, but I must 
say I would prefer it to black, thy favorite. My prospect 
now is to go as far south as Nashville, perhaps a little 
farther, then turn either toward home or St. Louis, — ^the 
latter most likely ; to which point please write me all that 
is in thy mind or heart with which I am not already ac- 
quainted. 

" Tell Richard his love and kisses were most acceptable, 
and Mary, that I shall expect some of the latter from her 
on my return. Caroline, I hope, still grows to please papa. 
I think thee will be more comfortable at home than in the 
country with thy little flock this warm weather." 

^ Huntsville, July 26th, my husband says : 

" Truly, my dearest, might "Goldsmith say, ' at each re- 
move .he drew a lengthened chain,' if he had a wife whom 
he loved and whose company he valued, and was leaving 
her at the rate of sixty to one hundred miles every day. 
My chain has now become so heavy and so long that I am 
resolved to add but one link to it, and that on to-morrow, 
as I have taken passage for Decatur, and expect to start 
about three in the morning. 

" Since I wrote from Louisville I have been in the stage 
every day, — one excepted, that day travelling in a buggy, — 
and have had the pleasure of being called up at three every 
morning except this, when the stage-driver, getting in a 
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hurry, aroused us a little before one o'clock, and from that 1838. 
hour to seven this evening I have been jogging away at a ^"T^ 
vsnail's pace to arrive here, — a distance of less than sixty 
miles, — ^being eighteen hours making it. This is about the 
proportion of each twenty-four that I have been in the stage 
since I left Louisville, from which place I went to Versailles, 
Lexington, Nicholas, Harrodsburg, Lebanon, Glasgow, Gal- 
latin, Nashville, Murfreesboro', Shelbyville, Fayetteville, to 
Huntsville, thus giving thee quite an opportunity of refresh- 
ing thy geographical knowledge in tracing the route of a 
runaway husband. 

" The weather has been warm, but I presume not more so 
than in Philadelphia. I am now in the cotton region for the 
first time in my life, and in looking over the immense cotton 
fields, fell at once into the reflection of the vast importance 
its production is to the whole world, furnishing employment 
and clothing, no doubt, to more than one hundred million 
of human beings. Those who grow it, if they can be called 
by that proud name, use, I presume, less of it than any 
others of the race, — most of those I saw having on only one 
garment. If of one sex, to the knees ; if of the other, to the 
thighs; this covering all that is considered necessary, — 
none being needed for protection from the sun. The poor 
creatures, however, laugh louder and eat more heartily than 
either their masters or those who consider themselves their 
peculiar friends. 

"As much as I want to see you, I feel more anxious to hear 
from you, as that is the only possible thing of the two for 
some weeks. 

:|e iti Hi 4c 4c ^ ^ 

" Forgive mistakes and omissions, as I really have not 
time, from my bed, to look over what I have hastily written." 

The remainder of this year, after my husband's return 
from this business tour, was passed in ordinary home 
pleasures and cares and active out-door life, of which there 
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1838. are, I presume, no written records. But on the ist of 
^' "^ January, 1839, ^^ commenced the system of making daily 
memoranda, which, from that time onward, he rarely omitted; 
or if, from unavoidable causes, he did so, he was careful 
afterward to fill up any blank. This continued until when, 
in his last illness, sitting up in his bed, and with a hand so 
tremulous that what it wrote is scarcely legible, he made his 
latest comments. 

On these little note books, with the occasional introduction 
of letters, I shall for the future chiefly rely, glad to have his 
own words portray, for so many years, his energetic, active life. 
Where the interest of each entry is so much the same, it is dif- 
ficult to make selections : in doing so I have aimed to preserve 
such as speak of our home-life, our manner of passing our 
summers, our little excursions, books read, friends visited or 
entertained, with occasional prices of articles of daily consump- 
tion, — now so appreciated, — and to present a sketch of his 
various business affairs, and the way in which they glided 
into, or succeeded, one another ; and on these his journal 
dwells more than on other matters. 

The systematic omissions are the notes on the state of the 
weather and of the thermometer, that he always gave, and 
that now interest us only as a proof of his thoughtfulness ; 
those on his own want of health, that very frequently occur, 
always to be borne in mind in estimating his character ; and, 
lastly, the note on a Sunday, almost invariably made, of his 
having "been to meeting, both morning and afternoon,'' 
and of who spoke there. As these are generally a repeti- 
tion of the same names, when no comment is made they are 
omitted. 

Although it is a fact well known to you, it is but justice 
to the memory of your dear father, once for all, to say that 
all through his long life he was a most diligent attendant on 
the worship of the Almighty, — ^when from home as well as 
when at home : if there was a Friends* meeting, going there ; 
• if not, going to the Episcopal, Methodist, or Presbyterian 
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churches,— generally giving them the preference in the order 
in which I have named them. 

Of too large a mind and too liberal views to be bound by 
any mere sectarian trammels, and endued with a truly 
catholic spirit, he desired to be able to join in worship with 
any Christians among whom he might find himself; be- 
lieving that the time is to come when differences of opinion 
on points of no vital importance, will be much less regarded 
than they now, by many, are. Always a member of the 
" Society of Friends," among whom his birth had placed, 
him, he united with them in some of their most prominent 
doctrines, in others he quietly differed ; whilst their pecu- 
liarities of manner and appearance had, in very early life, 
after due deliberation, been decided by him to be non-essen- 
tial to himself. 

*' yan, 1st, [My husband, commencing his journal, says :] 
Dined at Dr. Wood's, in company with my wife, brothers 
and sisters, and in the afternoon walked to the Penitentiary 
We were weighed : Charles weighing one hundred and 
forty-one, Horatio and myself each one hundred and thirty- 
four and a half pounds ; we all had our surtouts on. It was 
a fine, cold day. Thermometer from three to twelve above 
zero." 

On the first day of the year it was the custom of Dr. Wood 
to invite all his brothers and sisters to dine with him, — the 
younger members of the family and a few intimate friends 
joining them in the evening. These reunions were looked 
upon with no ordinary interest by every member of the 
family, and the blank which their cessation — caused by the 
saddening changes of the last few years — has produced, now 
gives to this day a feeling of peculiar solemnity. 

" yan, ^d. This evening purchased Mr. Abbott's half of 
store 127 Market Street, at the rate of thirty-eight thousand 
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1839. seven hundred dollars, subject to the ground-rent of sixty 
^^^^ pounds, Pennsylvania currency, per annum. [This was the 
store my husband had occupied since about 1825, and where 
Wood, Marsh & Hayward now are. He and his then 
partner, W. L. Abbott, had purchased it jointly. Mr. Ab- 
bott, I think, withdrew from the firm in 1833, but as his 
place was filled by a younger brother, its name, though it 
included several other partners, was for many years essen- 
tially unchanged.] ' 

''Jan. \%th. Went in the evening to Combe's lecture on 
phrenology. His illustrations were far from being satisfac- 
tory to me. The science will take many more years, and 
very much more inquiry and attentive observation, before 
any reliance can be placed upon it. 

^'jFan, 22d, Attended the lecture of Dr. Wood this even- 
ing. I was much pleased with the style of delivery and the 
language. Subject — British India. 

''Jan, 27/A. Brother Nat dined with us. He and myself 
walked to see the wreck of the railroad bridge over the 
Schuylkill, made by the great freshet and the weight of ice 
it had to sustain, one pier being entirely broken down, 

" Feb. 2d, ' A Wistar-party at Dr. Wood's, at which were 
many of the elite of the city, — ^Judge Hopkinson, N. Biddle, 
Gov. Coles, etc. 

''Feb, 4/A. Attended Quarterly Meeting for the first time 
since my residence in the city. Had a few friends this 
evening to tea, — H. Cope and wife, M. L. Dawson and wife, 
C. Cope and wife, and others. 

''Feb, $th. Went with Mr. Charles Wurts to obtain sub- 
scribers for a newspaper to be called the North American, 
to be edited by Messrs. Brace and Newbold. Attended 
lecture by Dr. Meigs, and was highly pleased with the man- 
ner of delivery and that part of it which I heard distinctly. 

"Feb. loth. At meeting twice. Daniel Wheeler, of Eng- 
land, preached in the afternoon. I find I advance very little, 
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perhaps not at all, in the proper employment of the hours 1839. 

of religious worship. Walked to the Water-Works for ^JT' 

exercise. 

"iv^. 12///. Dined by invitation of Joshua Longstreth, in 

company with William Draper, of Paris, and others. At a 

lecture by Strickland on the buildings of Rome. Read 

Clay's speech on abolition. 

''Feb, i6th. Finished and returned second volume of Mill's 
India,, and got the third. It is an elaborate work^and leaves 
no person or party without censure. 

''Feb, 20tk, Santa Anna is again President of Mexico. 
Walked with my wife to Buist's to get some japonicas left 
with him to take care of previous to our going to Europe. 

" March Jth. A very large Western business doing now, — 
larger than since 1836. Received the proceeds of sale of 
house in Spruce Street, belonging to the estate of my wife's 
grandmother. We think little Carry better this evening. 

"March loth. Took a walk with little R. after meeting. 
R. Randolph and his nephews, Edward, Evan, and George, 
took tea with us. Went to Suddard's church in the evening, 
which was very full. His sermon was long and energetic. 
The text, ' What will you say when I punish you.' 

"March \ith. Receiving goods at the transportation lines 
to send by the canal, which opens soon. Finished Mill's 
India last evening, which ends with the death of Cornwallis 
in 1806. Began Buchanan's Researches this evening. 

" March 1 2th, Rode this afternoon, and feel much the better 
for it, as headache and magnesia had given me a wretched 
morning. Judge Hopkinson lectured this evening upon 
dreaming; the discourse was metaphysical,^ occasionally 
interspersed with wit. 

" March 26th. A package sale for the first time for several 
months. At thesale of Davis's house, this evening, I author- 
ized J. S. Newlin to bid twenty-five thousand dollars, but he 
took the liberty of bidding twenty-six thousand six hundred 
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1839. ^^^ fifty dollars. I therefore declined taking the property, 
^PT!^ and he entered his own name. 

*' March 28/A. Yesterday was the second number of the 
North American, — ^a newspaper published under the auspices- 
of a few gentlemen of my acquaintance. They promise 
much, but I fear it will droop before long for want of proper 
sustenance. 

** March 2gth, Good- Friday, my birthday. Dr. Wood and 
his wife, brother Charles and wife, and Susan Bowie dined 
and spent the evening with us. The day very mild, but 
dusty and windy. 

" N. Biddle resigned as President of Bank of the United 
States. T. Dunlap appointed in his place. Much specula- 
tion as to his motives. An office at Washington or a mis- 
sion to Europe are supposed, by most people, to be the cause. 
Mercantile affairs look gloomy, many think there will be a 
suspension of specie payments in the South and West. Our 
little Carry has a bad cough, but we think not worse than 
for some weeks. 

^^ April 2d. Told S. Jeans that if referees decided that I 
should, in equity, take the house of Davis, I would do so. 
T. S. R. Fassitt sent me the original patent of the lots, from 
Dr. Wood's line to Twelfth Street, which cost, in 1782, six 
hundred and eight pounds. 

" AprU 26th, Rode a horse which I have been accustomed 
to, but to my great risk, this afternoon, he threw me off and 
got away from me. Some farmers caught him, and I rode 
home in safety. 

" May 4/A. Have sold my house, 42 1 Arch Street, to Oli- 
ver Fuller for sixteen thousand dollars. Sold five shares of 
Vicksburg stock at sixty-three dollars. Had a conference 
with J. S. Davis, which ended in his accepting my propo- 
sition to give him twenty-six thousand six hundred dollars 
for his house, — ^interest from May first. We entered into an 
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article of agreement to that effect. Met committee at Phila- 
delphia Bank, and agreed to report in favor of a gratuity to 
clerks. 

** May 23^. Reading Wilberforce's Life. As he advances 
in years, his self-examinations and his anxiety to be a more 
devotedly religious man increase. He seems to have very 
highly estimated Wm. Pitt. Strawberries in market to-day 
at fifty cents per quart. Our little Caroline one year old. 
She speaks several words di.stinctly. 

^^ May 24/A. A heavy rain last night, which was much 
wanted by vegetation. Have had a day of excellent health, 
which is a very rare one to me. Plasterers at work at our 
new house, but their progress very slow. Bought parlor 
carpet to-day of Blackwood for three dollars per yard. 

" May 26/A. Scarcely had a thought in meeting, this after- 
noon, of a religious character. What an ungrateful sinner! 

" yune 14/A. Got into our new house yesterday. I think 
when all is arranged we shall find it sufficiently comfortable. 
[The house was then No. 421, but in the improved style of 
numbering houses, since adopted, is now 1121 Arch Street. 
The accompanying print shows it and our brother Dr. 
Wood's garden and house, on the east. Both families have 
since resided here in the closest intimacy.] 

" yune 24/*. Engaged carriage this morning to go to Cape 
Island, stipulating to pay at the rate of four dollars per day, 
if the time exceeded twenty days, and a higher price, if kept 
a shorter time. 

'' yune 26th. Insured house and stable, 421 Arch Street, 
in the American Fire Insurance Company, for five thousand 
dollars, for which I deposited ten dollars and sixty-one 
cents ; and paid policy and survey, four dollars. Furniture 
in the same house for one thousand dollars. Also insured 
at the Franklin office. To pay expenses of our trip into 
the country I take three hundred dollars. 

" yune 2pk. Left town yesterday, crossing at Gloucester, 
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1839. with wife, Richard, and Carry, and th^ir nurse, Elizabeth. 

!Jp ' Dined at Woodbury, and lodged at Swedesboro. Left 
Swedesboro this morning, came to Salem and rambled 
around the town. Carry very sick this evening. 

" yune 2gth. At uncle George's, Greenwich, where we have 
been most bountifully treated. Rode to J. Bacon's this 
morning, returning to J. E. Sheppard's to dine. In the 
afternoon to B. Sheppard's mill, after which we walked over 
the old grounds of my youthful home." 

We left Greenwich on the morning of July first, for Mill- 
ville, and went to see D. C. Wood's furnace. Leaving the 
next day for Cape May, and having a dreary ride, got to 
the Island about three o'clock. Strolled on the beach. 
Carry much better. 

" yuly Jth, Had intended to go to church at Cold Spring, 
but, on rising, Mrs. Wood found herself very unwell ; though 
at this hour, twelve o'clock, she seems better. 

" yuly lotk. Drove, this morning, with my wife, — ^the first 
time she has been out. She bore it very well, and continued 
better through the day. In the afternoon rode to boat, ac- 
companied by Mr. Macalester. Picked up a few shells. 
Thermometer 84° this morning, but cooler toward evening. 

" yuly I itk. Drove to the light-house, taking Mrs. Wood ; 
going by the mainland and returning along the beach. 

" yuly \2th. Got up with a sick headache, — the conse- 
quence of indulgence in eating. Undertook to ride to Pov- 
erty Beach ; but in endeavoring to cross a small inlet the 
horses and carriage mired, which compelled us to walk back 
and send a pair of horses to draw the carriage out. 

''yuly 13/A. Settled bill at Miller's, which amounted to 

eighty-one dollars and thirty-one cents for eleven days for 

• myself, wife, son, two servants, and two horses. Left after 

dinner for Beasly's Point, my wife and infant being quite 

restored. Thermometer 82*^. The roads being heavy, did 
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not get farther than Smith's, who keeps a good tavern 
twenty-one miles from the Island. 

^'July i/^th. Got to Beasly's Point about nine o'clock. 
Thomas Beasly, who lives near, made himself known to me. 
I found, upon conversing with him, that he was a very in- 
telligent man, and a curious examiner of the habits of fish, 
insects, birds, etc. Took me over his farm, and showed me 
his manner of saving and making manure from sea-weeds. 

^'yuly \^th. Left Beasly's. Went nine miles to Tuckahoe, 
and, crossing over the river, travelled a good but dreary 
and unsettled road for more than thirty miles to the Cross 
Keys, a point where many roads cross, and put up for the 
night pretty tired and hungry, not having dined. Left about 
two hundred and fifty boarders on Cape Island. 

^^yuly \6th. Left the Cross Keys this morning, passing 
Blackwoodtown, where I stopped a few minutes to see New- 
kirk's factory and Mount Ephraim. Got home about twelve 
o'clock, and found all well. 

''yuly \%th. Up early this morning to see the doctor, his 
wife and our sister Hannah off for the Sulphur Springs. 

**yuly 19/A. Our little Caroline had an upper tooth come 
through this morning. Looking at Julianna's arrangement 
of shells. 

'^yuly 2^d, Great Western arrived in fourteen days, bring- 
ing bad accounts of the money and cotton markets. E. T. 
Randolph, my wife's brother, came in her. News by her 
very gloomy, interest of money being five per cent. 

''yuly 24/A. Took copy of letter to Mr. Sellers, in refer- 
ence to the heirs of James Wood, of Gloucester, England.* 
Our little Caroline ran without any help this morning. 



* This refers to a wealthy banker, of miserly habits, who had died some 
time before, leaving no descendants and no direct heirs. As he was the de- 
scendant — probably the great^randson— of a person of his own name— James 
Wood— whose brother had been among the earliest emigrants to this country, 
some legal gentlemen in England, in possession of these facts, came to the 

6 
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1839. ''July 26th, There is some little apprehension that the 
^^ "^ banks may suspend specie payments, as there is a very high 
price demanded for exchange, and considerable quantity of 
specie shipping. A circular to the cotton planters and 
others has been published, calling a convention at Macon, to 
devise a scheme to regulate the price of the staple. 

'*yuly 2yth, Enclosed in a letter ten dollars, which is in- 
tended to pay the principal and interest of five dollars to 
Biddle & Canby. While living in Salem, I compromised 
with them for five dollars for a counterfeit note of ten dol- 
lars, which they stated they received from me, and which I 
think it probable they did. 

''yuly 2gth, The gloomy intelligence brought by the 
British Queen seems to have very little effect with us. 
Things have got to about the lowest point, — ^the price of 
flour being down to five dollars and fifty cents, and cotton 
having been also much reduced. 

''July 2fith. Stocks sold lower to-day than for many 
months, — Philadelphia selling at one hundred and three 
dollars. Money still in demand at one and a half per cent, 
a month. 

'^yuly 3 \st. Bought exchange to-day at ten per cent, to re- 
mit by the Great Western. She and the British Que^n both 
are to sail to-morrow at twelve o'clock. It is a most fruitful 
season. Vegetables of all kinds abundant. Butter, however, 
is dear, being thirty-seven and a half cents per pound. 

''Aug, id. My wife went to Horatio's, at Hamilton Vil- 
lage, taking her two oldest children, to spend the day. In 
the afternoon I rode out to tea, and walked over to the Misses 

United States to seek out the heirs of that brother, who, by the laws of Great 
firitain, would have been entitled to his real estate. 

After examining our family Bibles, they believed they might from them make 
out a good case, in the profits of which they of course wished a share. 

I do not remember the precise facts. But the family, not wishing any litiga- 
tion, although they thought the relationship might probably be substantiated, 
declined giving any attention to it. 
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Bacon with my wife. They live very neatly, and quite as 
comfortably as if in the city. 

**Aug. 5 /A E. T. Randolph sent me coat, waistcoat, and 
pantaloons, and returned me cash, so that the whole suit 
stands me in twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents, — being about 
five per cent, less than if purchased in the United States. 

''Aug. igth. Steamer Liverpool arrived, having sailed the 
1st inst. Her intelligence will not improve the money mar- 
ket. The death of Sultan Mahmud II. is announced, with 
some probability of a dissolution of the Turkish Empire. 

'*Aug. 22d. Read a speech delivered before an agricul- 
tural society in England, by Daniel Webster, with much 
interest. He seems to have pleased the Englishmen, and 
maintained his American character in its broadest light. I 
like his doctrine of national responsibility. 

''Aug. T^ist. Received a letter from sister Hannah, written 
at the Salt Sulphur Springs, Virginia, stating that Dr. Wood 
is very sick, and, from her description, suppose him to have 
a bilious remittent fever. Called upon Dr. Parrish, who has 
given me written directions for his case, so far as he can 
judge, addressed to his. attending physician. 

" Sept. 1st. My wife was so kind as to give me breakfast in 
time to get on board steamer at half-past six o'clock. Had 
a pleasant run to Baltimore. Called upon Dr. Handy, who 
had no intelligence from Dr. Wood. Went to Washington, 
and left for Fredericksburg in steamer Augusta. 

** Sept. 2d. Lodged last night at the junction of the Rich- 
mond and Louisa Railroads. Left at eight o'clock on Louisa 
Railroad, travelled on that thirty-five miles, and the re- 
mainder of the distance to Charlottesville in stages, passing 
Monticello, the residence of the late Thomas Jefferson. 

" Sept. 3^1 Was called up for the stage to go at two 
o'clock, which was full, and the weather cold. Got to 
Waynesborough before eight, where I heard that the doctor 
was better. Thence to Staunton at twelve o'clock. Wrote 
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a note to my wife. Farmers ploughing wheat in the valley. 
Lodged at Cloverdale. 

" Sept, 4/A. On getting ofT this morning met Dr. Mutter, 
who informed me that he had left Dr. Wood two days since ; 
that when he reached him he considered him dying, and 
that he was only saved by an injection of brandy. Breakfast 
at Warm Springs. Stopped and looked at the Hot Springs, 
dined at Callihan's, and got to White Sulphur to tea. 

*' Sept. ^th. Drank some sulphur-water last evening. 
Strolled round the village of cabins this morning, many of 
which are built with much taste. Left in the stage at nine 
o'clock ; got to the Salt Sulphur about three, and found the 
doctor weaker than I expected. 

" Sept. 6th. Doctor better all day. Seems to enjoy the 
little food he is permitted to take. Dr. Miner left this 
morning ; he has been particularly kind and attentive, and 
said he would be glad to return if needed. Strolled over the 
grounds with Caroline, it being the first walk she had taken 
since being here. 

" Sept. yth. Rode the doctor's mare into Union, this morn- 
ing. Sister Hannah driving at same time. He has been 
improving, I think, all day. 

" Sept. gth. Took passage this morning for Sweet Springs. 
Was weighed by Mr. Carpenter; several pounds heavier 
than when last in the scales : weight, one hundred and forty- 
three pounds. Dined at Kitchen's, who is quite an old man, 
and who sets off with his family as emigrants for Texas in a 
few weeks. Crossed the dividing ridge of the Alleghany, 
which is but a moderate hill. Got to Springs about five 
o'clock. 

''Sept. iitk. A cool and beautiful morning, and good bed 
and breakfast. A valuable point for a tavern-stand. Left 
at nine for the Hot Springs. Lodged at Cloverdale. 

''Sept. \2tk. Frost quite white this morning on the fences. 
At breakfast found we had Pierce Butler, of Philadelphia, and 
Wade Hampton (son of the colonel of the same name) and 
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his pretty wife. Dined at Waynesboro'. Saw the merchants. 18^9. 
The day quite cold. Walked to the top of the Blue Ridge. ^^^^ 

''Sept. i^th. Lodged at Charlottesville, which I left at a 
little after four in the morning. Parted with Butler, whom 
I found quite an amiable and intelligent man. Had a good 
breakfast, reaching Fredericksburg to supper. 

" Sept. 14/A. Got to Washington about daybreak and left 
in the cars for Baltimore. Took the train for Philadel- 
phia, which I reached about five. Several failures had oc- 
curred in my absence. Found a few of Juliannas friends at 
tea with her. Saw Dr. Eckard, and agreed with him to go 
to attend Dr. Wood home. 

''Sept. I'/th. Lorenzo Draper called to see me. Expects 
to sail about the first of October for ^ home. Received 
letter from Hannah, saying, 'the doctor continues to get 
better.* Dr. Bache also received one, which he sent us to 
read. My brother Charles had a son born last night. 

" Sept. 24/A. There seems to be a disposition among a 
large class of persons to spread a suspicion that the banks 
intend in a short time to suspend specie payments. The 
banks must lose much more than they could gain by such 
a course. 

" Sept. 2^th. Attended the meeting of the Union Benevo- 
lent Association. Was put on the committee to prepare 
the report for the annual meeting of the association, which 
takes place the third Tuesday in October. 

" Sept. 27 tk. It is become quite a practice among the Mar- 
ket Street dealers to sell for cash brown sheeting from 
twenty to twenty-five per cent, below cost, at eight months' 
credit, — ^perhaps for the purpose of raising money or of be- 
coming notorious. Rode this afternoon to Gray's Ferry and 
home through the Neck. The gardeners seem to have gen- 
erally collected the fruits of their labor for the year. 

" Sept. 28/A. Immediately after dinner rode up to Anda- 
lusia, the seat of N. Biddle, Esq. Walked through his 
grapery and grounds. He was civil enough to ask us to 
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1839. come again, and to give us a new pole for our carriage, as we 
^TT^ had broken the old one. Dr. Mutter called this evening. 

" Oct. 3^. The Great Western and the British Queen have 
taken out nearly one million of dollars each in specie, 
and the demand for English exchange is yet unsatisfied. 
Horatio took tea with us, and I went with him to the sale 
of C. Cope's house on Franklin Square, which I bought 
for him for fourteen thousand dollars. 

' " Oct. 4/A. An immense pressure in the commercial com- 
munity, and strong fears felt by many that not only will there 
be a large number of failures of business men, but that the 
banks will also suspend specie payments. 

" Oct. $th. Was awakened this morning at a very early 
hour by the ringing of the State-House bell, which was 
caused by a great fire, raging between Market and Chestnut 
Streets and the river and Front Street, — burning more than 
forty houses, and in most cases their contents. Doctor and 
family came home this afternoon. 

" Oct. 6th. Great fire in New York yesterday. 

" Oct. Jth. Went to court-room. Name called over as 
grand juror, but, the court not being ready, we were dis- 
missed until Thursday next. Had to borrow money ; much 
against my liking. Took tea with the doctor. Strong 
sensation on the subject of a suspension by the banks. 

*' Oct. %th. All the banks of the city were requested to 
meet by committee. A committee appointed by the Board 
of Trade to take into consideration the embarrassed state of 
the commercial affairs of the city. Election-day. The banks 
met by committee, and the question was on immediate sus- 
pension, and resulted as follows : 

YES. NO. NO. 

United States, Philadelphia, North America, 

Girard, Farmers' and Mechanics', Southwark, 

Western, Mechanics', Penn Township, 

Moyamensing, Merchants' and Mechanics', Kensington. — 9. 

Schuylkill. — 5. Commercial, 

Pennsylvania and Northern Liberties not represented. 
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" Oct, gtk. Very soon after getting to my store was called 
to the Philadelphia Bank to meet the directors ; at which 
meeting, after receiving a communication from the Bank of 
the United States that they had suspended, we resolved to 
follow their course ; and the same was adopted by all the 
banks in the city except the Commercial. 

*^ Oct nth. Met the grand jury this morning. A very 
large number of bills found were for larcenies, under five 
dollars, and assaults and batteries, occasioned by drunken- 
ness. The suspension, so far, has gone off more quietly 
than was apprehended. Banks discount freely again. New 
York banks resolved to hold on. 

" Oct. \2th. A great want of small money, particu- 
larly notes of one and three dollars. Philadelphia Bank 
resolves not to pay any more five-dollar notes in specie. 
Got forty dollars in silver from them to-day to serve as 
change. 

" Oct. 14/A. Gloomy prospects ahead for commercial men. 
The New Yorkers abuse us most sadly. Attended grand 
jury. A good deal of excitement on the part of New 
Yorkers, on account of their not being able to obtain specie 
from our banks for debts due them. 

" Oct. i6tk. Anniversary of our wedding; it is the seventh. 
Several of our wedding-party took tea with us. An offer 
of a loan of money on mortgage at six per cent, for a long 
time. 

" Oct. 2ist. John Yarrow, Wm. Bacon, and Josiah left, 
this morning, for the West. John and Josiah took the 
Baltimore cars, and go by Wheeling; William, those to 
Harrisburg, going by Pittsburg. Since the suspension the 
rate of money has fallen to about one-half per cent, and but 
few in the market for it. 

" Oct. 24/A. Was appointed a committeeman to meet com- 
mittees from all the banks. Our little Carry has several 
double-teeth almost through. 
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1839. '^ Nov, yth. Upon examination of the aggregate of the 
jT?^ specie in the banks of the city, found it amounted to nearly 
three million dollars. 

" Nov. 8/A. My wife gone to the first meeting of her sew- 
ing society this evening, at Dr. Wistar's. Sister Hannah 
and myself went to the Mercantile Library lecture, deliv- 
ered by the Rev. Mr. Coleman. He stuck to his profession 
and gave us a good sermon. 

" Nov. I Uk. Met J. J. Gurney this evening at M. L. Daw- 
son's. He made himself quite agreeable and easy, being 
about sailing for the West Indies for the winter. He looks 
thinner and older. A beautiful day, the atmosphere so clear 
that the planet Venus was visible at noon. 

^' Nov. 13/A. Attended meeting of Girard Bank stock- 
holders. Was appointed one of a committee of nine to 
select a ticket for directors. Planted fruit-trees to-day in 
our garden, 421 Arch Street, — one seckel pear, one butter 
pear, one apricot, one gage plum. 

" Nov. 20th, Reading Life of Sir James Mackintosh. He 
seems to have possessed a mind of the highest order, both 
as a philosopher and statesman. 

''Nov. 26th. Went to hear W. B. Reed's lecture on the 

Romance of the History of the American Revolution.' He 

was rather happy in some of his illustrations, and in the 

selection of incidents. His style is, however, too diffuse for 

a lecture of an hour. 

" Nov. 2ytk. Paid for twenty barrels of charcoal at twenty- 
eight cents. Attended meeting of board of managers of the 
Union Benevolent Society. Authorized the purchase of 
wood for its uise. 

** Nov. 2^tk. Rode in the afternoon, having found it ne- 
cessary to cure a sick headache. At Professor Vethake's 
lecture upon philosophers and statesmen, in which he 
urged the benefit of the study of the science of political 
economy. His pronunciation was somewhat foreign, but his 
language fine. 
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'^ Dec, 1st, Had our usual company of brothers to tea. We 1839. 
read 'The Corner-Stone.' The writer has looked closely ^!^^ 
into the human heart. Have been reading the Life of Sir 
James Mackintosh during the day. His diary while at Bom- 
bay is interesting. 

^^ Dec, \%th, A dinner-party, which consisted of Leslie 
Combs, Samuel C. Jones, L. B. Trevor, G. B. Wood, C. S. 
Wood, George F. Randolph, Judge Stroud, Judge Jones, 
and a few others. 

" Dec, i6th. Rumor in town that the cashier of the Schuyl- 
kill Bank has been issuing certificates of stock of the Ken- 
tucky Bank, amounting to nine hundred thousand dollars. 

^^ Dec, 2\st, Filled and brought home twelve demijohns 
of Sicily Madeira wine, from a cask which I bought of 
Rogers & Brothers, of Marseilles, in France, in December, 
1836, and which they stated to be then five years old. 

''Dec, 2gth, Jacob Green, of Ireland, at our meeting this 
morning, and preached a long sermon. Brothers with us in 
the evening. We read the address of J. J. Gurney to the 
Hicksites of Baltimore. Wife preparing to go to Baltimore 
to-morrow." 

It was the habit of my brothers, then lads and very young 
men, to take tea with us on Sunday evenings, which we 
always desired to make pleasant and profitable to them. 

In the latter part of the month of December, our brother. 
Dr. Wood, went on business to Washington. His wife and 
myself accompanied him, making a visit to our cousins 
Tyson, in Baltimore, where the following letter from my 
husband was received, which fitly closes this year : 

"Philadelphia, December 31st, 1839. 

" My Dearest, — I did not expect the last letter I was to 
write in 1839 was to be addressed — ^as now seems proba- 
ble — ^to the one nearer to myself than all the rest of the 
world. We shall not meet again this year, and as we have 
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1839. parted until 1840 assumes his sway, let us part with all other 
^^^Q feelings than those of the kindest and most lovely of our 
nature, and so study each other and ourselves that, with the 
blessing and protection of a Saviour, the years to come may 
see us humble and self-denying Christians, relying more 
upon faith and trust in Him than on our own unaided efforts. 

" Our little people get along quite as well as we can expect. 
The subject the next time we met, after parting with thee, 
was, of course, absent mother. Even little Carry said, 
* Mamma gone to Baltimo' ;' but it did not then, or has 
not since weighed so heavily with her as the absence of her 
little thumb, which that cruel thumb-stall has taken away 
from her. It breaks her sleep, because the opiate will not 
flow through the leather to keep her slumbering, and when 
she would cease to cry had she the comfort of it, she con- 
tinues to do so, because, alas, her soother is gone ! 

" Mary said, that ' she should not forget her mother even 
if she stayed away a whole year.* But Richard^s impression 
of his mother's kindness seems to be more deeply implanted, 
for he spontaneously exclaimed, 'that were mother never 
to come back again, he would not forget her.' 

" Sister Hannah is very busy in the multiplicity of her 
employments, and seems to go through with them very 
quietly and successfully, although she needs all her energies 
to do so. 

" Elizabeth's [the nurse] sore throat has got well, and 
Emma and William [cook and waiter] perform their duties 
as quietly as any well-regulated machines. Even the fur- 
nace emits no bad odors, or if it does I have not heard a 
word of it. Do not think, however, that because we get on 
smoothly and quietly, we are content to remain so. On the 
contrary, a few days longer of thy absence would find us 
either stupid as blocks or as sour as old maids, and longing 
for something that has given us heretofore a life 'of more 
spicy character." 
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In beginning the new year we again take up, in your 1840. 
father's own words, the history of his varied duties : ^r^o 

" Wednesday, yan, ist, 1840. Caleb Hallowell informed 
me he should leave our firm, as he had made other business 
arrangements. Dr. Mutter called on us this morning. At- 
tended meeting of bank delegates. A letter from the Boston 
merchants was read, requesting to know how soon the Phil- 
adelphia banks will resume. 

" yan. 1 4/4. Attended lecture, by Dr. Meigs, on Jerusa- 
lem. He lauded the Jews highly, and in describing the 
Holy Land stated it to be about the size of New Jersey. 

" yan, \6th. Intelligence this morning of the burning of 
the Lexington steamboat, from New York to Stonington, 
with four hundred and fifty passengers. All lost but four. 

" yan, 20th. Bill ordered to be reported by the Senate to 
repeal the charter of the Bank of the United States. Spent 
the evening at our brother Charles's with a large party; two 
or three newly-married pairs. 

" yan, 23^/. Went to see Mr. Yarrow, who was married 
this evening. Rooms became so full by nine that I left and 
went for my wife, who was taking tea with a friend. 

** yan, 2'jth, Paid monthly meeting subscription, fifteen 
dollars. Received notice of my election as a manager of the 
Board of Trade, to meet this evening. Attended the meet- 
ing, which was of considerable interest; then went to uncle 
Justice's for my wife, who was there to tea. 

" yan, 2gth, Some sensation in town from the passage of 
the law requiring the banks to resume specie payment on 
the fifteenth of next month. Attended meeting of Union 
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1840. Benevolent Society, and, in absence of the President and 
Vice-President, I was called to the chair. 

" yan, 30/A. Weather was mild yesterday, and to-day the 
ice is so much weakened that the ice-boat will cut her way 
through from Chester, where she has been for some time 
lying. 

" yan, list. The resumption carried in the lower house 
by a majority of forty-seven, with every prospect of its pass- 
ing the Senate and becoming a law. At a lecture, by Wil- 
liam B. Reed, on the early history of America, — a subject 
which he handled well, making it most interesting. 

" Feb. 4/A. Signed a petition to Congress against the use 
of bloodhounds in the Florida War. Attended lecture on 
Vienna, by Prof. A. D. Bache. His style was plain and ran 
into details. His reflections upon the effect of absolute gov- 
ernment good. 

" Feb, $th. Attended meeting of bank delegates. Find 
the whole amount of indebtedness of the United States Bank 
to be about three millions of dollars to the other banks of 
the city. 

" Feb. gth. Silent meeting this morning. Our little Caro- 
line continues to have a very sore mouth. Reading aloud 
this evening by our brothers, wife, and sister, — Gurney*s 
Essays. 

''Feb. lO/A. River opened to-day. Attended lecture by 
Dr. R. Coates, the beginning of a course of eighteen, 
which he proposes to deliver. His style is clear, and his 
illustrations so distinct that the most ordinary comprehen- 
sion can take them in. He spoke of a curious plant, that 
raised its limbs rapidly when above a horizontal position. 

" Feb. nth, A meeting of the bank delegates to inform the 
Legislature at what time the banks thought they could 
resume. Fixed upon February ist, 1841. 

''Feb, i^tA. It is now the middle of February, and never, 
since I haye been in trade, have I seen so little business 
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doing. Attended a meeting this evening, the object of which 1840. 
is to organize a committee to raise money and appropriate jJ^'T^ 
it to promote the election of General Harrison. 

''Feb, \6th. Had three sermons. Began to read Chalmers's 
Discourses on the Christian Religion as connected with the 
Discoveries of Modern Astronomy. 

''Feb. 2ist Employed in preparing accounts to send for 
collection to the West. The aspect of commercial matters 
still more gloomy. Attended lecture, by Mr. Dana, on 
Macbeth, whose character he represented as naturally hu- 
mane, and, under other circumstances, might have been 
eminently benevolent. 

"Feb, 2^d. Silent meeting in the morning. Walked 
to the Schuylkill with sister Hannah. Wife went with 
brother Charles and his wife and sister Caroline to Sud- 
dard's church. Two of Chalmers's astronomical sermons 
for our evening reading. 

" March 4/A. Much excitement in town among commer- 
cial men on account of the United States and Girard Banks 
refusing to pay checks. At a meeting of delegates from 
the different banks in the evening. It was recommended 
that all the banks take the marked checks of all the other 
banks. 

" March gth. The news by the Great Western is of rather 
a pleasant character. Queen was married February loth. 
Dr. Coates lectured to-night, principally upon the alimentary 
canal. Showed the class a human stomach and a portion 
of an intestine. 

"March lOth. Employed a gardener to plant a linden- 
tree before my door on Thursday next. The intelligence 
from Harrisburg this evening is, that the amendments to 
the resumption bill, made by the Senate, have failed in the 
House. 

"March nth. In the North American pf yesterday was 
published the report of Lehigh Navigation Company, in 
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1840. which they state that the company own 6,000 acres of land, 
iP^ ' and estimate that each acre contains ^0,000 tons of coal, 

iiiT. 41. ^ ' * 

making them own the enormous amount of 1 80,000,000 of 
tons. 

^^ March 12th. On coming home to dinner found a great 
puffing of steam in my kitchen, — so much that there was 
danger of an explosion. I found it was owing to the cook*s 
having stopped the flow of cold water into the boiler. 

'^ March \%th. This afternoon my sister Hannah came 
down to my store to announce to me that the kitchen- 
boiler had burst, and that the premises were overflowed. 

''March 22d. Sermon by R. Shober, and prayer by Mrs. 
Collins. After tea, went to hear Mr. Kirk, who preached in 
the Presbyterian church. The house was crowded to ex- 
cess. The sermon earnest, and the doctrine orthodox and 
evangelical. 

''March 2ith. Engaged a gardener to put my garden in 
order on Monday next. The apricot blossoms are coming 
out pretty thickly. Received a pretty little purse, accom- 
panied by a sisterly note, from J. F. Wood, as a birthday 
present. 

"March 31J/. Refer to National Gazette of this date for 
an account of a captured slave-ship, which contained five 
hundred and thirty three persons, stowed in a space which 
averaged one foot by two feet eleven and a half inches for 
each person. 

" April 22d, Attended yearly meeting this afternoon. The 
report on Temperance was read, showing that sixty-seven 
persons were engaged in the giving of spirituous liquor to 
their workmen, or drinking it themselves. Jonathan Evans's 
memorial was read. 

"April 27th. Three yards of cloth for suit, seventeen 
dollars and fifty cents. Was measured for suit of clothes. 
To pay for making coat and pants, thirteen dollars and fifty 
cents. 
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" May $tk. Business has almost come to a stop. It is be- 
Ifeved that less than one half of the usual amount has been 
done this spring. 

^' May \oth. Reading a treatise called Ancient Christi- 
anity, by Isaac Taylor. His object seems to be to throw dis- 
credit on a production called the Oxford Tracts, by showing 
the wretched state of early Christianity. 

^'May \2th. Had a miniature likeness made this morning 
by R. Cornelius, after the manner of Daguerre, which was a 
good likeness, and for which I paid five dollars. One of 
the pleasantest days ever known. 

" May 14/A. Spent last evening at Dr. Wood's in company 
with Gov. Coles, Drs. Mutter, Horner, Wistar, and Bell, and 
their wives. Amos Kendall's resignation announced yes- 
terday. Richard Tyson lodged with us last night and left 
this morning for Haverford. Rode with the doctor over 
the Schuylkill. 

'^ May \%th. Busy at the Philadelphia Bank investigating 
the condition of it, to satisfy ourselves that everything is 
right. The letters by the British Queen speak of the arrest 
of H. J. Levis, in Paris, and that considerable property was 
given up by him. Our little Carry went with her Aunt 
Caroline to Germantown. 

''May igtk. Employed at bank in the afternoon. Schuyl- 
kill Bank received from Levis to-day transfers of stock said 
to amount to over one hundred thousand dollars, given up 
by him in Paris when he was arrested. 

" May 20th, Good butter sold this morning at fifteen cents. 
Joseph John Gurney got to the city yesterday, and preached 
at the Twelfth Street meeting this morning. Money very 
plenty at six per cent, per annum. Fears strongly enter- 
tained that the United States Bank will not resume. 

''May 23^. Delightful weather. Mother dined with us. 
See National Intelligencer of to-day for the appropriations 
by Congress for 1840. My little Carry's birthday, being 
two years old. Mowed part of my garden this evening. 
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Reading Bennet's History of the Dissenters. He leans 
strongly to Calvinism. 

'^ May 2 5 /A. Paid for thirty-one yards of matting for 
dining-room, eleven dollars and sixty-three cents. Sub- 
scribed to a monument to Godfrey, the inventor of the quad- 
rant. Was vaccinated by Dr. Wood yesterday afternoon. 
Rode over Schuylkill after dinner. Attended meeting of 
Board of Trade in the evening. 

^^ May 2yth. Loss of the packet-ship Poland, by fire, — 
being struck by lightning, — announced this morning. Rode 
this afternoon down the Neck. 

*' May 3 1 J/. A prayer by Mrs. Collins this morning. 
Brothers with us to-day as usual. Read a biography of 
Thomas Spencer, a young and eloquent preacher of Liver- 
pool, who was drowned. 

^'June 3^. Have paid twenty dollars to Colonization So- 
ciety and become a life member. Attended meeting of 
bank delegates ; a proposition that the creditor banks should 
take the present currency from the debtor banks in pay- 
ment of balances was rejected. 

'*yune 6th. The Van Buren party seem to have revived 
under the new efforts of Kendall as editor of the Globe. 
The battle will be hard but the victory will be a decisive 
one. 

'*yune \2th. Bought family Bible of Carey & Hart, 
twenty-two dollars, with money received by my wife from 
her grandmother's estate. Rode up to Second Street Road. 
In the evening called upon Richard W. Bacon and his bride. 
Went from there to Elizabeth Bacon's, whom I found in 
much better health than for some time. 

''June lytk. Bought of Messrs. Collins fifty pamphlets, 
entitled ' The Crisis,' showing the working of the credit and 
no credit systems, which I distributed this afternoon in my 
ride through Kensington. I passed along the Reading and 
Pottsville Road. 
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'*3^ne2isL Was awakened by my wife about four this 1840. 
looming. Went for her nurse, and on my way home called ;^!JTTj 
for Dr. Meigs. The doctor dined, and remained until the 
boy was born, which was about five p.m. 

''yune 24/A. A meeting of the Union Benevolent Society. 
Anniversary of the discovery of printing celebrated by a 
procession to-day, the fourth centennial. My little boy is 
a stout, healthy babe ; sucks his fist manfully, 

^'June 2ytk, Engaged carriage of Carter to take my 
family to Osborne Hill on Monday, and to return, for ten 
dollars. 

''yune 29/A. Attended meeting of Board of Trade. Was 
put upon committee, and instructed in relation to the bank- 
rupt law. 

^'June yith. Left home this morning with my sister Han- 
nah and children, Richard, Mary, and Caroline, with Ann 
Buchanan, our nurse, for Osborne Hill, to which place we 
got before one o'clock. Took the family unawares, but were 
well treated, both in manner and food. 

*'yuly 1st. Left Osborne Hill before eight o'clock, and 
had a cool ride home. Sub-treasury bill passed yesterday 
by a majority of fourteen. Attended meeting of bank dele- 
gates in the evening; All quiet. 

*'yuly 3^. Started at four o'clock this afternoon for Os- 
borne Hill. It became so dark that I had difficulty in see- 
ing the road. I arrived, however, safely about half-past nine, 
and was most kindly treated by my friends, who, although 
in bed, got up and gave me admittance. 

''yuly 6th, Sisters Caroline and Hannah left for Osborne 
Hill, at which place Caroline expects to spend a day or 
two. 

*'yuly jtk Exchange on New York dull at three per 
cent. By the report of the Secretary of the Treasury it ap- 
pears that the imports of the year ending September, 1839, 
are over one hundred and sixty millions of dollars, exports 
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1840. over one hundred and twenty millions of dollars, being 
^"^^.^ larger than any year except 1836. See American Sentinel 
of to-day. 

" July I \th, Benjamin Smith, a book-keeper in the Penn- 
sylvania Bank, who went off in a mysterious manner, having 
the credit of insanity, has proved to be a defaulter of over 
one hundred thousand dollars. Took out of library Hal- 
lam's History oi the Middle Ages. My wife rode out shop- 
ping this afternoon. 

" July 1 2th, Started before seven for Osborne Hill. Found 
children well. The country has a very fruitful appearance, 
but the crops of wheat and rye are very light. Felt some 
compunction for not going to a place of worship. 

''July i6th. The warmest day this summer, the ther- 
mometer averaging about ninety degrees in-doors. In the 
evening called with Dr. Wood to see J. J. Gurney. Talked 
with Mrs. Paul a little time. Doctor and wife took tea with 
us. Irish girl, named Catharine Eagan, came to us this 
morning. 

'^yuly 2yth. Rode in company with Dr. Elwyn to Chad's 
Ford, and saw the position held by the British and Ameri- 
can armies previous to the battle of Brandywine. Left for 
home about two, coming by the Baltimore Turnpike, and 
got home a little after seven. Dr. Elwyn coming with me. 
Attended Board of Trade. 

*'yuly 2ith, My brother, R. Randolph, came as appren- 
tice to our firm this morning. 

**Aug. 2d, Found all well and as happy as usual. After 
dinner, having geared the horse, brother Nat, who came 
with me yesterday, being seated in the carriage, all the 
children got in; but upon descending the hill the horse 
began to kick and flounder. By good management Nat 
stopped him and jumped out with Carry. The other 
children, being in the hind part, got out safely. The quilers 
were not fastened by the boy who geared. The horse after- 
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wards kicked and broke the carriage. I took the reins, and 
we got home without further accident 

*'Aug, t^tk. Met the bank delegation, and acted as secre- 
tary. The delegate of the Bank of the United States de- 
clared that the other banks could not resume without her. 

**Aug, 6th, Sent statement of banks to the secretary of 
the delegation. Had conversation with cashier of Penn 
Township Bank, also with James Martin, on the subject 
of resumption. Went to the Athenaeum to read upon the 
subject of engrafting fruit trees. 

''Aug. 14/A. Paid a short visit at Charles's this evening. 
Reading Hallam's Middle Ages. He is very favorable to 
republicanism, and looks into the progression of govern- 
ment, but is too concise for the general reader. 

'* Aug, 25/A. Went to Joseph Osborne's with Dr. Elwyn. 
The old man walked over his property with us. Paid 
W. Osborne for board, etc., taking his receipt for a hun- 
dred and seventy-one dollars in full. Left the Hill after 
dinner, and got home about six o'clock. Charles and his 
wife called after tea, having a letter each from the doctor 
and his wife. 

''Aug, 2'jth, At the Philadelphia Bank this morning. Had 
a committee appointed to confer with the United States 
Bank on the subject of resumption of specie payments. 
Exchange on New York has risen to four per cent. Peaches 
of excellent quality plenty at one dollar and fifty cents per 
basket. 

''Aug, 28/A. Bank of United States appointed a committee 
to meet that of Philadelphia Bank to confer on the subject 
of resumption of specie payments. Read Webster's speech 
at Saratoga, in National Gazette, which, like every other 
production of his, is better than that of any one else on the 
same subject. 

"Aug, 29/A. My wife engaged Henry McGrath to come 
next Monday, to serve as a waiter, — on trial, — for twelve 
dollars per month. 
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1840. ^'Aug, Tflth. During afternoon meeting I suddenly sneezed 
J^JTTj loudly. After meeting, in walking home with brother Nat, 
began to cough, and threw up a little hard substance. 
Continuing to cough, I threw up pure blood. Upon getting 
home, went to bed, and sent for Dr. Meigs ; he did nothing, 
as my pulse was low and the bleeding had stopped. 

'^ Aug, 3 1 J/, Against the remonstrances of my wife, drove 
with her down to the store, where I remained about an 
hour, when the carriage called and I drove home with her, 
apparently none the worse. Lay in bed most of the day 
reading Hallam. 

** Sept, %d. Had at bank this morning a report from com- 
mittee who waited upon U, S. B., favorable to their ability 
to meet their engagements. Rode with my wife and two 
oldest children to Laurel Hill Cemetery, and from there up 
through School-house Lane. Went to store on my return. 

" Sept, ^th. Attended ward meeting at Price Wetheriirs, 
the object of which was to raise money for the expenses of 
the election. It was understood that there should be an 
effort made to raise one thousand dollars. 

** Sept, $th, S. Day gave me the report of the Indian Com- 
mittee on our relation, at this time, to the Cherokee tribe. 
The reading of it leads to the contemplation of the immense 
evil which might be brought upon the Western States by 
an irruption of that people highly exasperated. 

" Sept. i6th. Left store by agreement to meet wife to go 
to the Horticultural Exhibition at the Masonic Hall. The 
display of fruits was good, especially some seedling Tippe- 
canoe peaches from G. Thomas's garden. Some fine pears 
and Siamese plums. 

*' Sept. iStA. Intelligence of the success of Maine in the 
Whig cause announced to-day. Letter from Dr. Wood 
from Frederic, Maine. He expects his party to get home 
on Monday next Contributed ten dollars to aid the Whig 
cause in Delaware. 
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*' Sepi.'igtk, Received an answer to-day to a letter written J 840. 
to T. Hoyle & Sons, of Manchester, England, on the 1 5th ^^JTT^ 
of August, being thirty-five days only. Rode through part 
of Germantown, returning by Blight's place, and hope by the 
ride to have escaped a sick headache. Had a little contro- 
versy with J. Welsh, Jr., on the subject of the arrangements 
now making by the different banks. 

''Sept, 25/A. Public mind beginning to be somewhat 
agitated by the resumption project. Drove with my wife 
and three of the children to the Girard College, and from 
thence to Joshua Longstreth's, who took us round his 
grounds and garden, plucking flowers and grapes in great 
abundance for us. 

" Sept. 2jth, After meeting with my wife and two children, 
walked to the burying-ground to see the grave of our little 
boy, but the stone was covered so that we could not find it, 
as was also that of Julianna's father. 

" Sept, iOih, Rode, in afternoon, with Dr. Elwyn to Cla- 
pier's place to see a horse there which was for sale. Found 
him too small for my use. In the evening attended Union 
Benevolent Society's meeting. 

" Oct, 3^. Talked with James Martin relative to the present 
bank negotiation. Received a letter from Abbott Lawrence 
on this subject. Bought bag of coffee, one hundred and four 
pounds weight, at twelve cents per pound. 

" Oct. Stk. Attended meeting of the delegates of eleven of 
the banks to confer oil the resumption question. Resolu- 
tions were passed, but without harmonious action, — six 
voting in favor, three against, two declining to vote. 

" Oct. I2tk, Answered to call in Court of Common Pleas 
as juror, and was dismissed until Wednesday. Called to 
see resumption committee at the United States Bank in 
company with Jones and Cummings. Called upon W. 
Welsh, and John White, and Moses Kempton, all on the 
same subject. To tea at brother Charles's. 
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* 1840. " Oct 14/A. Called at Bank of United States and requested 
^' '^ Mr. Lardner to have the resumption committee together at 
twelve, at which hour I left my store with J. White in pur- 
suit of M. Kempton to go there. We all met the committee, 
and had a conference of two hours, and ended with my 
proposition to bring Mr. Campbell to the bank to-morrow. 
I saw him, and he agreed to go himself and bring Howell. 
Rode two hours. 

*^ Oct, \6tk. Anniversary of our wedding-day. The elec- 
tion of the State decidedly in favor of the Harrison cause. 
Rode with Dr. Elwyn up the Wissahiccon about nine miles 
from the city. A most delightful scene of hill and dale and 
habitation. Had a little party to tea, consisting of several of 
our wedding company. 

" Oct, lyth. It seems pretty well decided that there is a 
small majority of the popular vote of this State for Harrison. 
Bought nineteen barrels of charcoal for five dollars. Attended 
a preparatory meeting to adopt a plan to bori;ow money to 
enable the banks to resume before the fifteenth of January. 

" Oct, 20th, Called upon president of the Western Bank 
to request him to send delegate to meeting to-morrow 
evening. Went to annual meeting of the Union Benevolent 
Association. Took tea at Dr. Wood's. 

" Oct, 22d, Wrote to Abbott Lawrence to apprise him 
that a committee of three, of which I was one, was coming 
to Boston to borrow money. Dr. Elwyn and wife, and Dr. 
Wood and wife, took tea with us. 

" Oct, 23^. Bought hat, five dollars. Called upon G. 
Thomas, Henry Farnum, Thomas & Martin, Wain & Learn- 
ing, and D. S. Brown, in relation to letters to Boston and 
Providence. Met members of our committee, addressed 
note to Bank of United States, and received a reply stating 
that they were not prepared to say that less than five 
millions of dollars would answer their purpose. Called 
upon the Penn Township Bank. Attended Dr. Wood's 
ealogium on Dr. Parrish. 
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" Oct 24th. Had conference with Banks of North America 1 840. 
and Pennsylvania and Moyamensing. Received authority ^^!7Ti 
from Philadelphia Bank to borrow ; also various letters of 
introduction to Providence and Boston. Met R. Howell at 
John White's, and agreed to leave with them for New York 
to-morrow evening. Received from Philadelphia Bank, for 
which I gave W. D. a check, fifty dollars in New York 
bank-notes to pay expenses of trip. It is all the money I 
take with me. 

" Oct 2ytk. Arrived at Boston before seven o'clock. In 
company with my colleagues, called upon the Suffolk and 
New England Banks, and met a number of directors, who 
agreed to call all the Boston banks together to-morrow. 
We afterwards saw Abbott Lawrence, and again in the even- 
ing had a conversation with him on the subject of our 
business. 

*' Oct 2gth. At ten o'clock met the committee of the 
Boston banks, and had a long conference, which ended sat- 
isfactorily. Called upon Mr. W. Appleton and Mr. Abbott 
Lawrence. The former called to see me. Wrote letter to 
the committee stating our terms of borrowing. Left at four ; 
got to Stonington at nine. Detained there till morning by 
a strong wind. Had on board a loud and troublesome 
Loco-foco. 

'*Oct. %oth. Was introduced to Samuel Southard in the 
cars. He stated Jersey to be safe for the Whigs. Got to 
the city by eleven, but too late t6 vote. 

" Oct %ist. Gave children some little presents bought for 
them. Had several calls to inquire after our success in 
Boston. The report I give seems to be satisfactory. The 
Whigs much depressed by the election returns this morn- 
ing, but in the afternoon excited by the returns from the 
country, which brings their gain to nineteen hundred. Gave 
an account of my Boston trip to some directors assembled 
at bank at twelve o'clock. 
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'* Nov. ist Sermon by I. Letchworth, and prayer by 
friend Thornton. Mind much more in worldly than in 
religious thoughts, as is too frequently the case. Thomas 
Richardson brought newspaper giving very important elec- 
tion reports, making so far a majority for Harrison. 

" Nov, 2d, Our trial with the city is going on in reference 
to damage sustained by their opening the vaults to lay the 
gas-pipes, July 15, 1 836. Mn Yarrow is attending to it for 
us. J. R. Tyson the counsel. Whigs very much encour- 
aged by the returns this evening. Took tea at brother 
Charleses, with several friends. 

''Nov. 4th. Got judgment yesterday against the city for 
damage done to goods by carelessness in laying the gas- 
pipes in 1836. Attended bank delegation this evening. 
Exchange on England eleven and a half per cent. 

" Nov, 6th, Wife and sister gone for the first time this 
season to their sewing society. Notice from J. White, our 
chairman of bank committee, to meet him at five. Called, 
and found he had letter from Boston. Committee conferred 
with him in reference to his reply. Called to see J. New- 
bold and John Welsh, Jr. Attended Dallas's lecture on 
Russia, — well delivered and entertaining. 

''Nov. gtk, Reading Proud*s History of Pennsylvania, and 
find it, although written in a quaint style, to be interesting, 
— giving a plain account of the government of the colony. 
It is, however, very deficient in its narration of its pro- 
gressive improvement 

''Nov, 1 \th. Rode before dinner up Broad Street and round 
by Blight's to the Ridge Road home. John White sent for 
me to show a letter received from Boston, in which was the 
circular addressed by the committee of the Boston banks to 
the New York banks on the subject of a loan to the Phila- 
delphia banks. Meeting of Union Benevolent Association. 

"Nov, \2th. Showed the circular of the Boston banks to 
.M. M. B., and had it read at our own bank. Doctor and 
Caroline with us. After tea walked up to mother's, and 
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had a talk with brother S. about the settlement of the ac- 1840. 
counts of E. Randolph, Jr. mt^ 

''New York, Nov, 2ist Called at the Merchants' Bank, 
at the State Bank, and inquired what progress was made in 
the negotiation for the one million of dollars for the Phil- 
adelphia banks. Was answered and treated politely. At 
half-past eleven called upon Mr. Stevens, President of the 
Bank of Commerce, and had a long talk with him and J. G. 
King on the same subject ; very satisfactory. Got home at 
eleven o'clock. 

"iVw. 2'/th, Tried pair of horses yesterday, price about 
three hundred and fifty dollars. Called upon R. Howell this 
morning in reference to visiting New York. Received a 
letter from J. K. Mills. Spent all the afternoon at Mn 
White's in discussion of our course as regards our visiting 
New York to borrow money. Finished by Mr. White'^ 
writing a letter not exactly to my mind, but binds the com- 
mittee to go. 

" Nov, 28/A. Received a letter from J. K. Mills last even- 
ing, and wrote a reply, both of which I showed to White 
and Howell. Wrote also to Stevens. An outrageous article 
on resumption in the Sentinel to-day, — it opposes it Had 
a long conversation with Hampton Smith, a lawyer from 
Louisville. Saw also the President of Kentucky Bank. 

**Dec, 2d, Called upon John White, who had received 
letter from Boston committee saying they would meet us 
in New York to-morrow. Called at Philadelphia Bank and 
saw the answer of the Sentinel to their note. Wrote a note 
to Mr. White giving him the substance of that reply, and 
sent it to Bank of Pennsylvania. Rode a horse belonging 
to Mr. Wm. Martin, and, upon my return, offered him three 
hundred and twenty-five dollars for the pair, which he agreed 
to take, to deliver them next Monday. Left for New York 
with Messrs. White and Howell, and got there a little before 
twelve o'clock. 
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**Dec, 3^/. Mr. Marett, chairman of the Boston committee, 
and Mr. Wm. Appleton met us this morning. Had a short 
conference with Daniel Webster in the hall of the Astor 
House with our committee and Mr. Marett. He says we 
must resume. Saw A. Bell & Co. Left samples at La- 
throp's. Our committee was called upon by James G. King 
and Mr. Stevens. After some conversation, our committee, 
the Boston committee, and those two gentlemen called upon 
most of the prominent banks, who gave us reason to be- 
lieve that our plans would be successful. We all dined 
together in Mr. Appleton's parlor. 

**Dec, 4/4. Was introduced to Mr. Sturgis. Called with 
Mr. Marett upon the Tradesmen's Bank. Preserved Fish, 
the President, said he would try to help us to twenty thou- 
sand dollars. Called upon Prime, Ward, and King, and 
learned that three important banks. Merchants', New York, 
and America, had declined taking any of our loan. Amount 
made up, seven hundred and ninety thousand dollars. 

** Dec. 5 /A. Called upon Griswold, who offers to take fifty 
thousand dollars of the post notes of the Philadelphia Bank. 
Saw Jacob Little. Talked with Bank of Commerce. Saw 
Abraham Bell & Co. Mr. Howell and myself left at five for 
home, and came on finely until within about three miles of 
Bordentown, when we were stopped by the snow, which had 
continued to fall for some hours. The locomotive left us, 
and we spent a cheerless night in the car. Storm not having 
gone over in the morning, most of us left the cars and 
walked through it to Bordentown, where we got breakfast, 
dinner, and supper with the passengers who left Philadelphia 
at the same time that we left New York. 

" Dec, gth. Yarrow took my son Richard sleighing. Spent 
last evening at George Coates's, in company with wife and 
sister. Took tea this evening at M. L. Dawson's. Circu- 
lating petitions for the repeal of the law prohibiting small 
notes. 

" Dec. 1 2th. Received a letter from J. G. King, and sent it 
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to John White. Had an interview, in company with him 
and Howell, with the United States Bank on the whole sub- 
ject. Had an interview of about an hour with Ellis Yarnall 
and Lindsay Nicholson, who were acting as committee to 
call upon the members of the monthly meeting who are 
delinquent attenders. [Which they considered him to be of 
their morning meetings, held in the middle of the week, and 
of those for transacting the business of * The Society,' in 
which he never took any active part.] 

^^ Dec, 1 5 /A. Most delightful weather. Spent most of the 
morning in making the report of the committee to a meet- 
ing of the borrowing banks. Carried the report to the 
United States Bank, with whom we agreed to meet to- 
morrow. Took tea at doctor's with wife and daughter. 
Read Woodbury's report, and think it rather the poorest 
specimen of his literature I have yet seen. 

^^ Dec, iStA. The coldest day this winter thus far. Along 
lecture, by Morton McMichael, on national vanity. He is 
a fluent speaker, with a fine, loud voice, strong, clear, and 
deep, with a disposition for display of manner which is too 
theatrical. His lecture was full of classic allusions. 

"Dec, 2ith, Much floating ice, but the tow-boats are 
running daily. Attended meeting of Board of Trade, and 
was put upon a committee to memorialize Congress on the 
subject of a bankrupt law. T. P. Cope said to me that the 
loss on the cotton operation by the bank company was four 
hundred thousand pounds sterling. 

"Dec, 3 1 J/. My pursuits being almost exclusively com- 
mercial have led to a close association with the banks, and 
I have, this year, felt a much warmer interest and have taken 
a much more active part in the management of the institu- 
tion I am connected with than during any previous one, — 
the grand feature in the action of the banks having been 
the suspension of specie payments towards the close of last 
year and the continuance of the suspension throughout the 
whole of this; but it has not closed without the completion 
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1840. of an arrangement by which a resumption is fixed to take 
^ ' "^ place on or before the 15 th of next month. 

" For future reference I now record the part I have taken 
to bring about the above-named arrangement 

" On the 6th of August, meeting transiently with James 
Martin, one of the directors of the United States Bank, I 
remarked to him that the period fixed by the legislature for 
the resumption was fast approaching, and that, as it would 
take some time to put things in order for it, it was quite 
time to begin to work. He agreed with me, and said that 
the Bank of the United States would show to any five or six 
persons belonging to the other banks, such a statement as 
would satisfy them that she was able to pay all her engage- 
ments by giving her an extension upon six millions of dollars 
of her liabilities, which was the amount held by the other 
institutions in the city. Thinking that this would be the 
best means of bringing about a general resumption, as most 
of the banks were not only able to resume themselves, but 
were able, in the aggregate, to help her to that amount, and, 
if it should become necessary, could borrow to the eastward 
a sufficient sum to make the matter secure, I brought the 
subject before a few gentlemen of the Philadelphia Bank, 
who agreed with me in opinion and were desirous of putting 
the plan into execution. Finding it somewhat difficult to 
proceed with the details, after seeing Martin again, — ^who 
was really desirous of bringing about the resumption, — ^and 
Richard Price and G. Handy, two other directors, — ^who were 
opposed to resumption, except as a matter of necessity, — I, on 
the 22d of August, called upon Lewis Wain, another director 
of the United States Bank, and laid the whole subject before 
him. He was pleased with the plan, and stated his belief that 
any sum necessary could be borrowed by the other banks for 
the purpose. He promised me that he would have a com- 
mittee appointed by the United States Bank to meet a com- 
mittee from the Philadelphia Bank to give all the informa- 
tion needed to show the situation of the United States Bank, 
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" I brought the matter before the board of the Philadelphia 
Bank for the purpose of appointing a committee, and after 
some consultation, Mr. Jones, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Cum- 
mings were selected to act as that committee. In the course 
of a few days the committees met, and that of the Philadel- 
phia Bank reported that they were satisfied of the ability and 
disposition of the United States Bank to pay all her imme- 
diate liabilities, and the six millions she wanted to borrow, 
for an average of thirteen and a half months, when it became 
due, and that the sum to be borrowed of the Philadelphia 
Bank must be one million of dollars. The Pennsylvania Bank 
appointed a similar committee, which met that of the United 
States Bank, and made a similar report, and agreed to make 
the loan ofcthe million asked of them. We had some diffi- 
culty in getting the consent of the Philadelphia Bank to the 
loan of a million, several of the directors objecting to so 
large a sum, among whom were Mr. Smith and Mr. Evans. 
Mr. Smith, however, in the course of a few days, brought in 
a resolution for the purpose, as he deemed himself the 
proper man to introduce it, and did it in the proper lan- 
guage. His resolution was adopted, and the decision made 
to loan the million, Mr. Evans absenting himself After a good 
deal of delay, most of the banks appointed their committees 
and made their reports, agreeing to lend the United States 
Bank as follows, — North America Bank four hundred thou- 
sand dollars, Mechanics' Bank four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. Northern Liberties two hundred thousand dollars, Penn 
Township one hundred thousand dollars. Manufacturers' and 
Mechanics' one hundred and fifty thousand dollars* Moya- 
mensing two hundred thousand dollars, Farmers' and Me- 
chanics' seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars, — on con- 
dition that they gave their committee more satisfaction. The 
Commercial held back for a long time, but eventually agreed 
to loan three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. It then 
became necessary to satisfy the committee of the Farmers' 
and Mechanics Bank, and, after a good deal of difficulty; 
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1 84a principally owing to the obstinacy of Lewis Wain, I succeeded 
^^^^ in bringing Campbell and Howell, of the Farmers' and Me- 
chanics', to a confidential interview with the United States 
Bank, who reported that they were satisfied, and the loan was 
made by that bank. The Kensington loaned twenty thousand 
dollars. The banks then called a general meeting to appoint 
a committee to borrow, and selected for that purpose John 
White, Robert Howell, and myself. We called upon the 
United States Bank, which stated that the banks had not 
agreed to loan s'ufficient for their purpose, and that they must 
have five millions of dollars. We called upon Penn Township, 
which increased their amount fifty thousand dollars, and on 
the Mechanics', which made theirs one hundred thousand 
dollars, more. The Pennsylvania took the bala/ice of two 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars, the United States 
agreeing to give her shorter notes for that sum. We ad- 
dressed a note to the United States Bank, asking them if a 
loan of that sum — ^five millions — ^was sufficient to enable 
them to resume and continue specie payments. They re- 
plied it was. This matter was settled on the twenty-fourth 
of October, and on the next day the borrowing committee 
started for Boston. The Boston banks had a conference 
and appointed a committee to meet us, of which P. Marett 
•was chairman. Our Mr. White made serious objections to 
giving post notes for the money we wanted to borrow, but 
eventually agreed to it, and we made our proposition to the 
committee of Boston banks, who undertook to get the 
money for us, when we returned home, but arrived there a 
few miitutes too late to vote for General Harrison. 

" In about ten days we got a letter from Mr. Marett, saying 
that their committee had obtained one million five hundred 
thousand dollars in New England, and requested us to go 
to New York for the balance, or, if we preferred, they would 
apply there for us. We replied, asking them to do so. 
Upon which they addressed a well-written application to all 
the New York banks, and Mr. Mills, and Mr. Nathan Ap- 
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pleton, went there to aid the application. After a day or 1840. 
two spent there, they came here and insisted upon one or 
more of our committee joining them at New York. This 
Mr. White refused to do, and they returned without ob- 
taining the loan. Finding from Mr. White's refusal, and 
the failure of the Boston application, that the borrowing in 
New York was likely to fall through, on the twentieth of 
November I went to New York, called upon J. A. Stevens, 
James G. King, and a few others, and found by conversing 
with them that by a direct application from Philadelphia 
the money could be obtained. I returned home and re- 
ported that fact to my colleagues. Mr. White still refused 
to go, and it was not until I had got a number of his friends 
to call upon him and point out to him the necessity of the 
case, that he consented to write to the Boston committee 
requesting them to meet us there. They promptly replied 
that they would do so, and on the second of December we 
met Mr. Marett and Mr. Appleton in New York. Mr. 
King, Mr. J. A. Stevens, and Sheppard Knap, entered 
warmly into our views, but we were unable by all our efforts 
to obtain more than eight hundred thousand dollars in New 
York, and almost one half of that sum was taken by indi- 
viduals, a majority of the largest banks declining altogether. 
Mr. Marett returned to Boston, and in a few days informed 
us that the amount was increased in New England to one 
million seven hundred thousand dollars, making in the 
whole two million five hundred thousand dollars, the sum 
we were authorized to borrow, except two hundred thousand 
dollars for the Moyamensing Bank, which we found to be 
rather a heavy matter, and did not press it. Providence, 
Hartford, Salem, Lynn, Newburyport, participated in the 
loan, it being taken in sums of from five to one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, by about fifty banks. We reported 
to Mr. Solmes that we had not borrowed for his bank, — the 
Moyamensing. 

" Informed the United States Bank of the result of our 
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1840. l^ibors, and also the other loaning and borrowing banks, with 

' — " — ' a request to the latter that they would hand over to the 

former the five millions of dollars agreed to be loaned to her, 

which she informed us must be had to make the resumption 

complete. 

" We had, as a committee, one or two conferences with the 
Commercial and Mechanics' Banks before they handed over 
the funds, but they did so before the end of the year, thus 
placing the United States Bank in the situation she desired 
to enable her to resume ; and as she has heard from her 
delegation to England that their prospect of a loan was fair, 
I have no doubt that previous to the time fixed by law we 
shall have a resumption in our own State. Unfortunately 
for the general good, the prospect of the States in the South 
and West coming to the same conclusion seems to be de- 
ferred. Should it, however, take place, it may be looked 
upon as a most fortunate termination of a suspension, that 
it should almost begin and end in 1840.'' 
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That there are no earlier memoranda of this year is ex- 
plained by the following entry of 

** Aug. i%th. Rode before breakfast, and in doing so, my 
horse being more spirited than usual, I lost my memoran- 
dum-book. Wrote to Henry Clay on the subject of the 
fiscal bank, stating to him that a bank of exchange would 
be preferable to one for discount. 

** A74g. 19/ft. Wife took ouf babe a short drive, — it is 
much better. Intelligence of the passage of the Bankrupt 
bill. We shall see whether for good or evil. 

" Sept. 4/A. The Bank of the United States made an assign- 
itieiit to-day for the general benefit of its creditors. A tragic 
end for an institution of thirty-five million!" 

« 

My husband liked the plan of the United States Bank, and 
much regretted its downfall. Financiering on a large scale 
would have been congenial to his tastes and talents. I very 
well remember a conversation with him, which I cannot 
now place either as to time or the particular circumstances 
calling it forth, in which he expressed the wish that the dis- 
entanglement of some difficult and important matters of this 
sort rested with him ; and when I asked if he felt such con- 
fidence in his own powers as to believe he could bring 
them out right, I received an answer so strongly affirma- 
tive that I said to him, I thought then he had never found 
his full sphere of action; to which he very quietly re- 
plied, " That is the case with many in this world, as is shown 
by the well-known fact that there is rarely a great exigency 
without the man being found to fill it; whilst, had the need 
for him not arisen, he would never have been known." 

8 
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1 841. " Sept, 6th, Took my son Richard to Mr. Wine's school, 
ir^ corner of Fourth and Chestnut Streets, for the first time. 
Met grand jur>' in the court, and being qualified, went to 
business. 

" Sept. loth. Sold to E. W. Clark, for the Philadelphia 
Bank, eight thousand dollars, on New York, at two and 
seven-eighths per cent. Veto message arrived last night. 
Reading Stephens's Travels in Guatemala. They are pleas- 
antly written, and in a country very little known to us of 
the North American republic. 

''Sept, nth. Met grand jury at ten o'clock. Had some 
little excitement on the report of a case of a political quar- 
rel and fight, which soon subsided. After dinner drove with 
wife and children on the west side of the Schuylkill to the 
Falls, and returned on the other. Intelligence of the resig- 
nation of all the cabinet, except Webster, arrived this 
evening. 

" Sept, \2th. Rode before breakfast as far as the railroad 
across the Germantown Turnpike. A short sermon in the 
morning by Mrs. Collins. Thofnas Richardson with us. 
All my wife's brothers to tea except one. 

'* Sept. 20th, With grand jury till one o'clock. Put the 
furnace in our cellar in order. Dr. Wood, wife, and sister 
returned from Virginia this afternoon ; they took tea with 
us. Busy preparing orders for foreign goods. 

" Sept, 2$th, Our little babe very sick. Met grand jury; 
a case of forgery brought forward. Prices of all kinds of 
stock more depressed than I have ever known, — Philadel- 
phia Bank down to seventy dollars, and dull. 

'* Sept, 2yth. It being bank discount-day, and thinking my 
•services were as valuable there as at the grand jury, deserted 
the latter and attended the former. The bank having an 
application from the Treasury Department, it was agreed to 
send the cashier on to Washington. 

** Sept. 2StA, Rode before breakfast. Good deal troubled 
by something of a rheumatic character in the breast. Grand 
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jury did but little business. We hope our babe is better 
this morning. 

" Sept 2gth, Very little if any improvement in our babe. 
Put him in a salt-bath at the request of Dr. Wood. Asked 
him to invite Dr. Chapman to consult to-morrow. Put up 
sixteen baskets of sweet potatoes in shavings. 

" Oct 2d, At grand jury. Sold New York exchange at 
two and five-eighths per cent, advance. Babe very sick. In 
the afternoon rode with Dr. Wood over Schuylkill. Doctors 
Chapman and Wood to see babe this evening. He mani- 
fests a great desire for food. 

" Oct 3^/. Our little boy kept us up a great part of the 
night. During the day both doctors were twice with 
us. No improvement. Swelled in his face and feet this 
morning. 

*'Oct yth. Went with grand jury to the E. Penitentiary, and 
through the different corridors, examining what prisoners we 
chose. There were several complaints of indifferent food, 
but most of them were content. I had a long conversation 
with one who had been an editor, and convicted of forgery. 
Went to the House of Refuge, and was pleased with the 
appearance there. 

" Oct nth. Attended bank instead of grand jury. My 
wife took her little babe to drive, and it seems better for it. 
Spent afternoon over ledger examining accounts preparatory 
to a visit to the West. Exchange on England up to thiiteen 
per cent. 

" Oct I ^tk. Received a letter from N. Appleton, of Boston, 
asking when the Philadelphia banks would resume specit 
payments. Showed it to some directors of the different 
banks, but find little disposition to consider the subject. 
Rode several miles in the evening. 

" Oct i6tk. Trade fallen, off. The spirits of the Whigs 
have flagged very much, having lost our State by a large 
majority. Attended jury, and had a debate on the subject 
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of their presentment, which was taken into court, and from 
some remarks in reference to the police, we went back to 
our rooms and adjourned till Monday. 

''Oct \%th. Attended grand jury, who met upon their pre- 
sentment and* determined upon it. On going into court 
they received a rebuke from Judge Barton, for which he 
will, I think, repent Rode in the afternoon to the Girard 
College. 

''Oct, 20tk, Very little improvement in babe. Called upon 
Hubbell in reference to our suit with Commercial Bank. 
Saw Mr. Reed, the secretary of the grand jury, in. reference 
to the publishing of the presentment Went to see Gov- 
ernor Coles after tea. 

"Oct zist Babe had the best night for a month. Spoke 
to Samuel: Huston to accompany me to the West, 
which seems to gratify him. Was called upon by Mr. 
Powell, one of the grand jury. Rode after diimer. Fin- 
ished Thiers's Revolution,, which I have read with much 
interest 

"Oct z^thi Drs. Chapman and Wood to see babe, whom 
we took for an hour's ride, which he enjoyed, but we fear 
he has taken cold, being very hoarse. I was up with hiih 
during the night, and saw a beautiful aurora borealis, which, 
lasted some hours. 

"Oct, 26/A. Mr. and Mrs. Osborne called and took my 
horses home with them to keep for the winter, atone dollar 
per week. for each at: hay; if grain be given them, the ad* 
ditional sum, according to quantity. 

"Oct y>th. Attended at bank on dividend committee, and 
such is the fear of losses by the United States Bank debts 
that no dividend will be made. Babe had a. return of his 
complaint about noon, but is somewhat better this evening. 
I am taking a blue-pill every night. 

"Oct ^ist Sermon by Regina Shober, and prayer by M. 
A. Lloyd. In the evening went to h*ear Bishop Mcllvaine at 
Suddard's church. He preached on faith, and said it was 
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alone the instrument, as Christ was alone the efficient power, 1 84 1 . 
of salvation. ^T^ 

" Nov. ist. Went with wife to the examination of Mr. 
Wine's school. Richard got through as wtfl as we ex- 
pected. Philadelphia Bank declined making dividend. A 
good deal of headache and acidity of stomach. Babe very 
little, if any, better. Attended the introductory lecture of 
Henry Reed on English poetry. 

** Nov. id. Wife and self walked to see a collection of 
curiosities, for sale at auction to-morrow. Brother Charles 
moved into Arch Street, almost opposite to us, yesterday. 

''Nov, %th. Left town at twelve last night with S. Huston. 
It was nearly two before we got off the inclined plane, after 
which I slept most of the way to La=ncaster. At Harris*- 
burg took cars ifor Chambersburg, where we arrived to 
dinner at four o'clock. 

^' Nov. 9/4. Left Chambersburg jn the stage alone, having 
parted with my companion^ who took the other line for 
Pittsburg, The weather damp and cold. Crossed the 
mountains during the night> and got to Bedford before six 
o'clock, where I hurriedly took breakfast and said a few 
words to Mr. Mann. 

''Nov, lUh, Left S. Huston in Pittsburg with instructions 
to meet me in Cincinnati. Got to Beaver and started in 
canal-boat for Warren. 

"Nov, 12th, Stopped at a little place called Lowell and 
took in flour. I went into the mill and saw an ingenious 
method of lowering it. Left the boat at the lock below 
Youngstown and walked up to that place. 

" Nov, 14/A. Palmyra. After being called by the landlord, 
and after breakfast, set off again for Canton, passing Ueer- 
field> Lexington, Harrisburg, and Louisville, ail small vil- 
lages. The country through which we passed all good land 
but little improved. Met some Quakers, and got to Canton 
about four o'clock. 



106 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

1 841. « '^ Nov, 15/A. Snowing this morning. Wrote last night to 
^^^2 J' I^u^das, and left the letter to go from Canton. Mr. Kim- 
ball was so* kind as to take me to the bank and get one 
hundred dollars of various notes exchanged for those of the 
Commercial Bank of Cincinnati, and then to send me in his 
buggy to Massillon. Got to Massillon, found no packet, 
and went on hoard a very uncomfortable canal-boat. 

" Nov, i6tA, At Dover about daylight, and changed my 
boat for one a little better. Wrote to wife from Massillon, 
and inclosed forty-two dollars to Wood & A. Walked 
about four miles on the tow-path ; passed the towns of New 
Philadelphia and Gnadenhiitten. Much interested in read- 
ing Milman's Christianity. 

'* Nov. 17/A. Got to Roscoe, and left in packet-boat about 
eleven, after writing and inclosing two hundred and sixty- 
five dollars received from Spangler to W. & A. I put the 
letter in the office and paid postage. At Webbsport, on the 
way down, had our cook taken away from us as a runaway 
slave. Had a talk with a missionary from Jamaica. 

** Nov. 18/A. Took passage for Jackstown, and started at 
half-past nine from Newark, after finding the case of Convers 
& Birky had become desperate. Got to Jackstown to dine. 
Called to see two merchants there. Rode from Jackstown 
to Zanesville. 

" Nov. igtk. Left Zanesville at eight o'clock ; passed on 
the route Union, Somerset, and Bushville. Came part of 
the way on new turnpike. ' Got to Lancaster at four. Called 
upon Hart, Garaghty, Myers, Reber, and Knutz. 

** Nov. 20th. Left Lancaster about ten o'clock in a buggy. 
Gave G. Myers some encouragement that I would assist 
him to get his mortgage on his establishment Got to 
Columbus about dark. 

''Nov. 2ist. Mr. Dashler called and took me to church 
with him, Mr. Bush, a lawyer, going with us. Had a long 
sermon on the text that man was not justified by the deeds 
of the law. Mr. Hoge, the preacher, is not a common man, 
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and discoursed very argumentatively. Was introduced by 
Mr. Ewing, of Cincinnati, to Governor Morrow. 

" Nov, 22d, Was much vexed with myself for not taking 
the mail to Columbus, as it got to Springfield about two 
hours before me, which would have given me that time in 
that place. Saw there J. Warder, and E. Cummings and C. 
Anthon* With the two latter did my business, and left for 
Dayton, which we reached at nine. Found letters from my 
wife and brother, and wrote to the former. 

**Nov. 23^/. Left Dayton before sunrise, and rode to Charles- 
town, about twelve miles, to breakfast. Here our horses and 
stage were seized by a constable for debts of the proprietor. 
The passengers were fearful of being detained, but the post- 
master put his mules to a wagon, and started with the six 
passengers and mail. Met the coming coach, which took 
us in and carried us to Piqua, where we arrived before dark. 
Stopped a short time, saw Tullis, and agreed to see him 
again to-morrow if possible. 

" Nov. 25/A. Mr. Farrow closed his indebtedness to me 
by giving me his two brothers as surety. Left in packet- 
boat at eight o'clock, and reached Dayton at six this morn- 
ing. Took stage after breakfast, dined at Eaton, and 
reached Richmond a little after seven. Saw Mr. McRay 
this evening. 

*' Nov. 26/A. Raining and snowing all day. Called upon 
all the merchants in Richmond, and made an exchange with 
the bank for Cincinnati paper. Walked over to Robert 
Morrison's to sell him scrip. 

" iV^. 28/A. Left Middleton after breakfast. Cold and 
cloudy. Got to Hamilton, and found my friends at church. 
After dinner left for Cincinnati, in compa'ny with Mr. Bidd, 
of New York, and Mr. Morris, cashier of the bank at Indi- 
anapolis. The ground was quite white. Stopped at the 
Henry House. 

** Nov, 2gtk, Busy in calling upon the merchants and 
banks. Saw Mr. Kirby of the United States Bank, and 
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agreed to call upon him and look at bis statement ^f 4be 
condition of his agency. 

** Nov. iOth. S. Huston arrived last night. S^at the 
naoming with Mr. Kirby in examining the assets lof ^e 
assigned branch bank of ttie United States Bajik. Called 
upon Dr. Warder. Saw Mr. Buchanan several times, and 
made contr^ict with him to buy New Orleans bills for three- 
quarters per cent. Saw Silas Thoo^as, who promises to pay 
one thousand dollars next s{)ring. 

''Dec, 1st, Despatched S. Huston to Springfield, and tiaem 
to meet me at Terre Haute. Left with B. Buchanan the 
fifty-three hundred dollars for the Philadelphia Bank, aiul 
four thousand five hundred and twenty-one dollars aii<d 
seventy-two cents for Myself, |x> buy bills upon New Orleans 
at four months, half pjer cent, discount. VJ^vA over the river 
to Covington. Spent the rest of the day with Mr. Kirby 
examining the assets of trusts assigned by the United States 
Bank, and rode with him to see the real estate. 

^* Dec. 2d. Wrote to Trevor, remitting him Buchanai^'s 
receipt for fifty-three thousand dollars. Left Cineinnatj, 
after getting four bills on New Orleans, amounting to foi^r 
thousand dollars. Came down the river in the Ben. Fraak- 
lin, with Mr. Lanier, of Madison, at which place ure arrive<} 
about six o'clock. 

** Dec. 3//. Called in the morning on Stevens, and went to 
look at the lot of Mr. Kinny, which is worth six thousapic} 
dollars. Sold State scrip to Hubbs and to Griffin. Spe^t 4 
short time in the bank with Latiier. Sold five hi^ndred 
dollars of the State scrip to Pitcher. Left Madison OQ the 
packet, and had a stormy passage. 

" Dec. 4/A. Got to Louisville about one o'clock, and lay 
in bed till morning, when I took baggage to the Gait (loiise. 
Went over to JefTersonville to breakfast, hired horse an4 
went up to Utica. Was paid in full by Clark. Saw Beach, 
and returned to Louisville. Dined, werjt over to New Al- 
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)>any ; saw Hsost of avir friend$^ Back Xo te;i. Four letters 
from Wife arKl brpti^. 

" Dec, 6th, Very busy, but got fth,rough so as fco take pas- 
•sage oiii boar^ the Victress for Mount yeruon. I^ momng 
over the falls lof the Obio, was much interested from the ri»k, 
and the accuracy of the pilot io directing the helmsman. 

" Ike, jth, Aboiit nine o'clock got to EvansviJile, and ran 
up to the town and saw several of our friends in that place. 
Was hurried to get on board the boat;, but having succeeded, 
got to Mount Vernon just as dinner "w^ ready, and had to 
get it in the town. Saw P., and settled with him. 

" D^f. ^th. At Pad^cah about daylight, and at the Junc- 
tion alt ten. At Cairo tpok in a number of passengers, 
among whom was Mr. Freema^^ son of the old Presbyterian 
minister at Greeji^wich, New Jersey. Was unable to stop at 
y nion Landing, on account of bar being in front of it. 

" D^f. gth. Laid by most of the night on account of the 
extreme darkness* A Mormon on board, who occasionally 
preaches; an old gentleman from Washington City, who 
goes to spend the winters in Missouri, of the name of 
Smith ; a judge from Peoria, Illinois ; ], S, Heath, of 
Brookville, Jefierson County^ Pennsylvania, bound to Texas ; 
^ large number of emigrants from Virginia. Stopped <Ux>at 
^ye miles beiow St. Genevieve for the night. 

*- Dec, iQth, Lay at anchor all night Passed a number of 
wrecks of steamers, caused by having struck snags ; one of 
them, the Gvlnar^, from having run aground, and laboring 
to get off. Aftier som^e small difficulty we arrived at St 
hoim, aboMt eight o'clock, making the passage from Mount 
Vernon in little over three days. Stopped at the Planters' 
Hotel 

**Pee, nth. Called upon Stettinus & Janney ; on Bank of 
Missouri. Delivered Mr. Trevor's letter, and drew in iavor 
of Perpetual Insurance Company for the balance due the 
Philadelphia Bank. Bought exchange on New Orleans of 
the P. Insurance Company, for the bank and for Wood & A. 
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1 841. Found boat for up the Mississippi, — engaged passage. 
'^^^^ Wrote to W. & A. Trevor, W. Ferguson & Co., J. Perrault, 
and to Samuel Stever, of Piqua. 

" Dec. i2tk. Was called up at five, and finding no occasion 
to hurry, sat by the fire until six, then went to steamer 
Otter, whose captain promised to set off at that time. He, 
however, like most of those in this business in this region, 
set but little value on veracity, and I remained about the 
boat until ten, when she started, and made about forty miles 
up the river before dark. 

'* Dec, i^th. Growing cold, having been unusually mild 
for several days. Reached a little town called Louisiana 
about twelve o'clock. The river is increased in width, full 
of small islands, and wooded to the water's edge. Got to 
Hannibal at eight, and found uncomfortable quarters. 

" Dec, 14/A. .Hired horse of landlord, and in company with 
two others came to Palmyra in something less than three 
hours, the road being between* the hill and the river. A 
farmer brought my trunk. Called upon the persons with 
whom I had business, and found them ready to meet me 
with promptness. 

"Dec, 15/A. On awaking this morning found it to be 
snowing fast. Agreed with landlord to take me to Marion 
City, and after settling with McCarnagy, and leaving his 
note with Messrs. Thompson, set off, getting there after 
twelve, and after waiting more than three hours for the 
ferryboat over the river. Having agreed with Mr. Bywater 

■ 

to carry my trunk on one horse and hire me another, and 
after a very muddy and dark ride, reached Quincy about 
seven, quite wet. 

"Dec, 17/A. Freezing all day yesterday and last night. 
The porter of the Quincy House called me up at four 
o'clock. Very cold, and alone in a miserable stage, I rode 
to Columbus to breakfast. This town has been determined 
by the vote of the county to be the future seat of govern- 
ment. Rode to Naples by ten o'clock to lodge. 
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" Dec, iStA, Started at five this morning in an open wagon, 
the stage having broken down, and rode to Exeter, where 
we waited about two hours in a shoemaker's shop for the 
driver to get a buggy. He succeeded, and we reached our 
breakfast point at half-past eleven o'clock. Drove into 
Jacksonville a little after twelve. It is a most beautiful, roll- 
ing country. 

** Dec. igtk. Did the little business I had at Jacksonville, 
and took passage for Alton yesterday. Had in stage a 
young lawyer of the name of Morrison, of Belleville, Illinois, 
to whom I gave my claims against W. L. D. Ewing, agree- 
ing to give him half of what he could get. 

" Dec. 20th. Had an interview with Keating this morning 
and Bullock yesterday; also with Davis, and with John- 
son, the assignee. Left Alton about twelve, in the General 
Pratt, and reached St. Louis in about an hqur and a half. 
Called upon several merchants, who say they go East, and 
wrote in-the evening, remitting eight hundred and sixty dol- 
lars in cash. 

''Dec. 23^. Very rainy most of yesterday, but cleared up 
cold, and is extremely so this morning. The steamer was 
crowded with passengers, having from eighty to a hundred 
on board. Ran down the Mississippi very fest when in 
motion, averaging nearly fifteen miles per hour. Stopped 
at St. Genevieve, Selina, Cape Girardeau, and some other 
points. 

''Dec. 24/A. Made several acquaintance on board, among 
them Mr. Ritchie, lawyer, of Pittsburg, an intelligent and 
rather superior young man ; Mr. Thompson, of St. Louis ; 
Judge Woodruff, of New Albany, who was just returning 
from a trip to Texas. Got to Cairo City about twelve 
o'clock, and, while taking on board some passengers, walked 
into the town, which is neatly leveed, or embanked. 

"Dec. 2$th. Ran up the river rather slowly at first, not 
reaching Shawaneetown until about eight o'clock this 
morning. Came to Evansville about four, and, having 
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1 84 1, twcfity mintites to stay, took a note for S. Huston, and 

j^^TT^ left it with Maghies. HavJii?|^ run fiister than the dark of 

the boat expected, it oveirnn tny place <iS destmation (RcKrk- 

port), and I was conqielled to go to Cloverport to land, 

which we did not reach until four in the morning. 

*^Dec. 26tk. Went on shore, and, after knocking up Mr. 
Murray, went to tavern and had a most uncomfortable 
bed. After breakfast saw Flanigan, who seems pretty cool 
in the position of being frequently dunned Mr. Massy 
ftiniished horses, and I rode to Hardensburg in time for 
dinner. 

**Dec. 27/A. Rode back to Cloverport, and received from 
Flanigan an order on Hopkinson & IngersoU for the bal- 
ance due him. Saw Fisher, and while in his store he an- 
nounced steamer coming up, which proved to be the New 
Orleans. I got on her at three, and arrived at Louisville 
next morning. 

^*Zfer. zSth, Called upon Bowles, Shreve & Co., and found 
they had remitted New Orleans bills to the Philadelphia 
Bank. Received letter from wife, and wrote to Wood, 
Abbott & Co. Went on board the steamer Mail for Rock- 
port 3t eleven o'clock, which did not start until one. 

**I>ec. 29/54. Reached Rockport about five o'clock. Saw 
Partridge & Co., and got the note of J. W, Graham & Co. 
for balance. Left in the steamer W. French for Louisville. 
Ran very hard after the Great Western, which was just 
ahead, but did not overtake her. Was passed by the Diana. 
Had conversation with a Shaker, who seems to be a leader 
at Union Village, on the Kentucky River. 

"Dec, 30/A. At Louisville before daylight Put up at the 
Gait House. Wrote to Wood & Abbott Spent most of the 
afternoon with Mr. Addison, but called during the morning 
on the Kentucky Bank, and talked with the cashier. Spent 
the evening in writing notices to debtors that I should call 
on them in a short time. I also wrote to my wife." 
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"Louisville, December 30th, 1-84,1. 1 841^, 
" My dearest Love, — Thy affectionate letter of nineteendi' ^JiJT^^ 
came safely here; I got but one from thee at St. Louid^and 
of course missed the one giving an account of Carrie's ill- 
ness. I also had the misfortune to' miss the doctor's letter. 
Please ask him to repeat it at Nashville; Our little ones 
seem to have been peculiarly afflicted since I left thee, and I 
truly feel that I should be at home to assist in taking care 
of them. But at present it is impossible, and I iGbel the more 
content as I have the fullest confidence that they will be ar 
well taken care of as if \i was at home. It is* very consolar 
tory that in being thus separated from those I< am bound to 
take care of^ I leave them in the handsof a mother in whose 
judgment I place the utmost reliance. A. warm and affec- 
tionate heart is ever the source of strong devotion, but when 
not directed by a sound head it may lead to many errors. 
It is the union, of those in the person most nearly connected 
with me that satisfies me that the whole duty of a mother 
will be done. Their aunt, I am sure, will not spare her 
assiduities in. all cases of need,, and their uncle doctor is so 
near he can be obtained in emergencies. Poor little Carrie! 
how much; I should, like to see. her I I trust her flighty at*- 
tacks are but the effect of fever, and they will disappear when 
that goes. It is fortunate she has so much consolation in 
her thumb. Eddy, I hope, \s becoming a.man since his jaw- 
tieeth are through, and, will let thee sleep soundly again, 
Mary, I am sure, is useful^ and thy late accoimts of Richard 
gave me much pleasure. 

" Since I have come, halfway home to you I hardly dare 
indulge the thought of. it, as the temptation is so strong, 
when I can reach you in a week, to set out in^that direction, 
and not take cuiother which may require two months to 
accomplish. My route: is marked out, however, and if my 
health permits^ my duty to all parties concerned with me and 
to myself requires I should go through it. I am waiting for 
Sam. Huston, to determine the particulars of the journey, 
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1S41. ^^^ ^^ general course will be from this to Lexington, then 
' — . — ' Elizabethtown, Hopkinsville, and through Clarksville to 
Nashville. From there to Memphis, taking several towns 
in my way. Then down the river, stopping occasionally by 
the way, to New Orleans, at which point I shall decide 
whether to see Texas or not. In case not, go to Mobile, 
and then through Georgia, South Carolina, and Virginia, 
home, provided Huston arrives, so that I can send him 
through East Tennessee; if not, I fear that job will also fall 
on my hands, as I am determined, since I am fairly em- 
barked, to see'the whole business done, if, as before stated, 
my health holds out. It is now better than when at home, 
and has improved under a limited regimen, which I am 
binding myself to. 

^F ^F ^F ^F ^F ^F ^* 

" I wrote to thee on the twenty-first from St. Louis, and 
next day took passage on the Ohio River. It was extremely 
cold, and I congratulated myself that we were going south 
at the rate of fifteen miles per hour. The river was very 
high, being about twenty feet above low-water mark, and so 
near the top of its banks that it gave a very full view of the 
country, which would be very pretty indeed if the woods 
were cut down and the land well improved and ornamented 
with fine buildings and trees, as it will no doubt be one 
hundred years hence. 

" Through the neglect of the captain he ran by my place 
of destination without observing it, and I was compelled to 
go up to Cloverport, about thirty-five miles above, to land. 
Having business there, it did not much interfere with my 
time ; and having rode out to Hardensburg and back in the 
afternoon, took another boat and came to this place in the 
morning ; reboated again, ran down to Rockport, did my 
business there, took another boat, and was here again this 
morning. The boats are so plenty and prices so low that 
you can travel on them and live as cheaply as at a hotel. 
The price is about one cent a mile, meals included, when you 
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take a passage for a long distance. The falls, which looked 
so frightful when going down, have entirely disappeared, 
and we ran over them as quietly as any other place. 

" yan, isty 1842. I have jumped out of bed to wish thee a 
happy, if not a merry, new year. Many, many may thee 
have of them, and long after the hand that pens this has 
become nerveless and cold, and the head which dictates it 
is mouldering in the dust, may thee live to enjoy, and to 
instruct the children and grandchildren of our little ones, 
who are now growing up under thy sunshine. 

" Give my love to sister Caroline, and tell her that I am 
much obliged for her love, and also for her being at thy 
elbow when thee wrote to me, as it is a proof that she is 
often there. My love as usual to brothers and sisters, to 
our little ones, and all to whom thee may be inclined to 
give it from thy R. D. Wood." 

Here closes a year of much care and hard travel to my 
husband, and of more than usual anxiety to us both, on 
account of the very delicate health of our babe Eddie, — his 
life for nearly three months having been in a precarious 
state from a succession of maladies incident to a teething 
child in warm weather. I think for nine weeks he was 
scarcely out of my arms for more than an hour at a time, 
day or night, his uncle doctor and Dr. Chapman mean- 
while bestowing upon him the most assiduous attentions. 
In making their visits they sometimes tried to arouse him 
from his languor, which was excessive. I can even now 
recall the bounding of my heart, and the delight of their 
faces, when these kind efforts were at last crowned with 
success ; and as they approached his crib one evening, he 
picked up a little wooden toy that had heretofore failed to 
attract him, and thrust it toward them with an archness of 
expression long a stranger to his face. 

This sign of improvement we hailed with grateful joy. 
It continued with some variations until he was sufficiently 
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restored to admit of his father's leaving us in the month of 
November, for what he supposed would be a journey of six 
months, — ^the longest separation that we ever had from each 
other. Soon after he left us, our dear Carrie, then three 
years old, had a protracted remittent fever, attended with 
delirium and some peculiar symptomis ; while my own 
health not Being so good as usual, the greater part of my 
time during my husband's absence was passed between my 
nursery and chamber. I had, however, the great com*- 
fort, as I sat alone watching my sick child, with my ft>ur 
little ones sleeping around me (the eldest ilot quite eight 
years old), to know that their kind untie next door, — ^who 
rarely retired until almost morning, and who had been 
flimished with a latch-key for the purpose of an easy ad- 
mittance to our house, — would be likely, if the occasion 
demanded it at any time in the night, to come in to advise 
and reassure me. 
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" yan. 1st, 1842. Detained in Louisville to-day, L passed 1842. 
through the market, where I saw a large number of slaves ^^" . ^. 
and their owners. It is the practice in this State, on this 
day, to hire slaves for the year. I found, however, that it was 
considered a stain upon the character of the slave if he was 
brought to market, as, good slaves being in demand, it is 
presumable that those offered have been guilty of some im- 
propriety. They looked happy and well clothed, but it was 
unpleasant to me to see one set of human beings so entirely 
subjected to the will of another. The owners I saw were a 
rough-looking set, and had' the blacks been their color, they 
would have been considered as genteel as their masters. 
Porter the Giant was in the market. He is much the tallest 
man I ever saw, and was just about the height of an ordinary 
man on a good-sized horse. When first I saw him he was 
in the crowd, and I thought him an auctioneer standing on 
a platform to elevate himself above the others. His height 
must be nearly eight feet. His face does not indicate much 
intellect, although he is said to possess an ordinary share." 

Many letters written to me by my husband during this « 
long journey I never received. One from Maysville, of 
January 5th, appropriately comes in here. 

" My Dearest, — I am so near you that I presume I feel 
very much as Tantalus did. To be within four or five days 
of home, and to turn away from it for two months, is punish- 
ment indeed, though for what I cannot exactly say. I am 
looking forward to to-morrow evening with a great deal of 
pleasure, as I hope to be at Lexington, and to get a bundle 
of letters there. 

9 
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" My last was written at Louisville. I had a pleasant 
passage on two boats, stopping at Cincinnati. On board 
one of them I met General Eaton, whom we were intro- 
duced to in London, and who was then bound to Spain 
as the minister from the United States. I had much con- 
versation with him on various subjects, especially upon 
currency and politics. He has seen much of the world, 
and possesses a large fund of information, but is far from 
being what I esteem a great man. His wife has also some 
notoriety. 

"After lodging one night here, I mounted horse and rode 
to Flemingsburg, for the purpose of securing a doubtful 
debt of considerable amount there, and trust I succeeded ; it, 
however, detained me some time; and whilst lounging about 
the place, getting whatever information I could, I learned 
that there is in that neighborhood a young lady, a Miss 
Browning, of nineteen, whose mother is quite a small 
woman, though she is the greatest of all her sex in one 
particular, measuring seven feet two inches in height, 
and large proportionately, her shoe being fourteen inches 
long, and her hand something like a bam shovel in di- 
mensions. She is said to have a good mind, to be par- 
ticularly modest, and sensible of the misfortune of her 
size ; badly educated, however, her &ther being an intem- 
perate man. * 

" I think I said something in my last of the giant Porter 
whom I saw in Louisville, who measures eight feet. Both 
giant and giantess are unmarried, and I hope to promote a 
match between them ; it might solve a question in natural 
history of some importance to mankind. I certainly would 
give a hundred dollars toward furnishing their establishment, 
if that would bring it about. 

** I had most delightful weather for my return to this place 
to-day. Indeed, for most of the winter it has been much 
warmer than I have ever experienced up to this period of 
the season, but two or three days so cold as to be unpleas- 



RICHARD D. WOOD. 

ant. On my arrival here I expected to get through my 
business on the following day and go the next morning to 
Lancaster. But, apparently by accident, I heard of a person 
who has my claims on Texas having left here the day before 
on his way there, but that he would remain one day in 
Frankfort I started in pursuit, and had the gratification of 
finding him, and getting from him such information as will 
render my expected visit to that republic unnecessary ; so 
that I hope we shall have the pleasure of meeting one month 
earlier than if I had gone there. I should not have gone to 
Frankfort but for that circumstance. On getting there, 
however^ I found a letter from S. Huston, advising me of 
his arrival in Louisville. I had not heard from him for 
more than a month, had despaired of doing so, and de* 
termined to prosecute my journey without reference to him, 
leaving him to find his way home without me, which I pre- 
sumed he would have little difficulty in doing. This letter 
has changed my plan, and I wrote directing him to come 
to me this evening, when I shall see and get a number of 
letters that have been directed to meet me at Terre Haute. 
I found at Frankfort a great number of people from all 
parts of the State. The legislature is in session. A con- 
vention for forming a temperance society for the State was 
also assembled, and all the young men and women from the 
surrounding country that could afford it were there, holding 
a ball in honor of the eighth of January ; there was also a 
Democratic convention for the nomination of a candidate 
for Governor. So thee may think me fortunate in being 
able to get a bed. 

" I came on the railroad to this place last evening, and 
propose starting to-morrow for Lancaster. It is now almost 
church -time, and as I have been but once since leaving 
home, I think it my duty to go this morning, and must 
therefore close this." 

" yan, gth. Had an interview with the partner of Coombs 
on my return from Frankfort, who promises to attend to the 
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1842. claim of Goodwe Carter & Son. Wrote to Wm. Woodnut 
^ — ' & Co. remitting their note against John Armstrong. Wrote 
to my wife. Went to Methodist meeting. S. Huston ar- 
rived in the evening. 

" yan, \oth. Raining fast, but started in stage with Mr. 
Ball, of Louisville. Got to Nicholsonville to breakfast, and to 
Lancaster to dine* Did my business there with Kinnard & 
Yates, and hired negro and buggy to take me to Danville. 
Saw Mr. Field, and handed him his note paid to Louis Hay- 
ward. 

'* yan, I2tk, Got to Harrodsburg yesterday, and called 
upon all the merchants there. Found them preparing to go 
East in a few weeks. Hired a horse and rode through Per- 
ryviUe to Stalls, and in the morning left on the horse in 
company with my man. Dined at Lebanon, and rode to 
Springfield. 

" yan, 1 3/A. Left Springfield this morning before five. 
Yesterday Cunningham gave me letter to New Orleans to 
transact some business for him. Hired buggy in Bardstown, 
after calling on the merchants, and rode to New Haven to 
lodge. 

" yan, 14/A. Came to Elizabethtown on a horse hired of 
Miller, which I regret not having purchased, as he pleased 
me very much. Dined there, and called upon all the good 
merchants. 

" yan, i$th. Left last night about eleven, in a mail-cart 
without springs, and, after a rough ride all night, got twenty- 
three miles to breakfast. Continuing on in the same vehicle, 
about four o'clock reached BelFs old stand to dine, making 
forty-seven miles in something over fifteen hours. Went to 
Bowling Green from Bell's in stage-coach. 

'^ yan, lyth, Nashville. Sawmost of the merchants of the 
town. Received letters from Horatio, one from wife, one 
from J. B. Trevor. Wrote to wife and Trevor. A letter 
from Dr. Wood. Sick headache to-day." 
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Having diverged to various places, he returns to Nash- 1842. 
viUe, and on ^^ 

" yan. 22d, Took horse and rode out to Nolansville, to 
get money from Cowpland, who paid me about one half of 
his account. On the way was overtaken by Dr. Green, who 
accompanied me to the village, he living there. Got home 
to tea, and Mr. Spence and J. M. Hill spent the evening in 
my room. 

" yan, 23^/. Took a dose of magnesia. Went to church 
and sat with Mrs. Hill. Heard a very good sermon from 
a Mr. Edgar. In the afternoon walked to the hill adjoining 
the town, and wrote to my wife, to Dr. Wood, to J. W. 
Strothers, and Dobyns & Bradford. 

" yan, 27th. Huntsville, a fine town for the South. Saw 
many of the merchants in this place; most of them are 
esteemed good. Visited the big spring which supplies the 
town with water. 

" y^n, y^th. Went to Presbyterian church. Afterwards 
finished reading Milman's Christianity, a book which I 
brought with me to the West to read at intervals of leisure 
from business. The work is one of great learning and 
research, is orthodox in its doctrines, and pleasant in its 
style, but without any large spirituality of sentiment, or 
such warmth of devotion as moves the heart. It will be of 
service in showing to its readers the progress Christianity 
made in overcoming the paganism of the world, and its 
effects upon the human race. He warms when he speaks 
of its power to subdue, and its adaptation to the condition 
of man, to raise and elevate from the grovelling propensities 
of sense to the love of God. He plainly intimates his opinion 
that the whole spirit of the Gospel is adverse to the doctrine 
of war, which is incompatible with the character of the meek, 
lowly, and forgiving Saviour. I hope I have derived profit 
from its perusal, and that I may continue ever to ask the aid 
of the Redeemer of men to qualify me for his disciple. 
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1842. ''Feb. id. An immense rain, which fell yesterday and day 
^^'^ before, has filled all the streams so as to make them impass- 
able. Many bridges and turnpikes are also swept away. I 
am stationary to-day at Mr. Wood's, detained by the high 
waters, in company with five or six other travellers. 

''Feb, $th. Started for Dresden, from Paris, about nine 
o'clock, and arrived a little before one, distance fifteen miles. 
Called upon Bradfield, and White, and Gladson. The latter 
invited me to lodge with him, which I accepted. 

"Feb. 6th, After a ride over the Victoria Bridge, which I 
should have found dangerous without a guide, came through 
the woods to the Paris Road, and arrived about four o'clock 
at Huntingdon, where I lodged. 

" Feb. ytk. Took passage for Jackson this morning, and 
crossed two bridges in very bad condition. Reached Rob- 
inson about one, and, as the stage went no feirther, was 
compelled to remain there for the night. 

• 

"SoMERViLLE, Feb. iith, 1842. 
" My Dearest, — My last was from Huntingdon, just as I 
was leaving for Paris, to which place I rode that day, and 
the next to Dresden. For the first time since I left home I 
put up with two of my customers on this little digression 
from my main route, and found it quite agreeable to get into 
good quarters in this rough country. The waters having 
abated, I started from Huntingdon, in the stage, on the 
seventh, but found difficulty in getting along over broken- 
down bridges and swept-away turnpikes, and made but 
twelve miles that day. Next morning, which was very cold, 
having hired a carryall, at Robinson, to take me to Browns- 
ville, I found in it a youngster of five years with the driver, 
and upon remonstrating against his company for a long day's 
journey, his mother appeared on horseback and required 
that he should go nolens volens. So, yielding, as I usually 
do, at least to those of her sex, I quietly submitted, and was 
paid by having a fine roaring spell for about five miles, as 
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the little fellow supposed I was going to carry him from his 
mother, as I had driven some distance ahead of her. I 
quieted him At la.^t by offering to give him to a negro we 
overtook Unless he became still, and for the rest of the day 
we got along quite amicably. 

" From Brownsville I again found my way stopped by 
high water^ but getting a horse to ride and a mule for a man 
to carry my baggage, I resolved to go ten miles out of my 
way rather than be detained. But, as I was on the point of 
starting, a friend told me he had a pair of horses on the 
opposite side of the Hatchie, which were at my service if I 
would ride to the nearest ferry and cross in a canoe. Taking 
his offer, I found my mule would not carry trunk, bufifalo 
robe, and man ; so, changing with the latter, he took my horse 
and I his mule, and we jogged on comfortably together, — I 
pleased with my beast, and he, apparently, with his rider,-^ 
until, attempting to cross a small stream, he chose to pass 
under a tree which had a projecting limb, too low to allow 
me to pass under it, and no force of arm or voice could 
make him change his mind. So, going under himself, I was 
swept off into the water, and he quietly trotted on. The 
stream fortunately was not deep, so I escaped with a splashing, 
and set about catching the brute, which was no small job. 
A little help^ however, brought him to reason, and, mounting 
again, I began to conjecture what was to be my next misfor- 
tune (as, according to one of the doctor's favorite proverbs, 
they do not come singly). Not being able to see into the 
future, I made up my mind to undergo the next with all the 
resignation I could command, and trotted on. Having come 
to the river, I dismissed my mule and man^ and jumped into 
the * dug-out,* got over the water safely, but soon found what 
the second misfortune was. It was no less than to march 
through mud and water, frequently above my knees, for at 
least three miles. This I disliked worse than the first duck- 
ing; but, as there was no help, I went through it. And now 
came the third misfortune. The horses I had expected to 
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1 842. find had been taken oflf by a slave not true to his master, 
Kj^ and I was left, wet up to the hips, to do the best I could. 
Seeing a genteel young man (for I was not in a country of 
savages, if the country itself was savage), I made up to him, 
and stated my case with all the eloquence the occasion in- 
spired, urging him to furnish me with horses to take me to 
this place ; but his father was from home, and he was afraid 
to take the responsibility. I wrought, however, on his sym- 
pathy, and got an invitation to seat myself at a warm fire, 
which thee may fancy I did not decline, and took the liberty 
of getting off my wet garments, which I was most glad to 
replace with dry ones. By this time the father came home. 
It was, however, too late in the day to ride sixteen miles, so 
the old gentleman ordered his negro to saddle two horses 
to start at five in the morning, and invited me to sup and 
lodge. Having completed the arrangement for the next day, 
I seated myself comfortably with the family, and spent a 
pleasant, social evening with three intelligent gentlemen, — 
a father and two sons, — ^the eldest a physician, practising in 
this neighborhood, the younger, my first acquaintance, his 
student, whom I expect to have the pleasure of introducing 
to thee one of these days, as he comes to our good city 
to complete his medical education. 

." The negro appeared, according to promise, at five in the 
morning, and the young man got up and gave me a cup of 
cofTee, etc., and we set off with the hope of reaching this 
place in time for the stage for Memphis. A heavy shower 
compelled me to travel slowly, and we arrived half an hour 
too late, and I shall be detained until day after to-morrow. It 
gives me time, however, to go to Lagrange and to write this 
epistle, which, I trust, thee will allow nobody to read, as I 
am sure so much about I and myself* can interest no one 

* Few persons more disliked, or were more careful to avoid, speaking of 
themselves, — of what they did, or had, — than my husband; and he constantly 
enjoined on us the same care. In fact, in talking with me he rarely said my or 
mine, — ^generally ours ; but frequently thine, as thy houses, thy farms, etc. 
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but thee thyself, for whose eye only it is intended. Thee 1842. 
will fancy I got very wet by a long ride in a heavy rain, but ^^ "' 
my good great-coat turns water like a shingle-roof. 

" I hope on getting to Vicksburg to get thy letter, which 
I am the more desirous of seeing, as H. makes Edward's 
case present a more portentous aspect than thine did. His 
mother's care and vigorous medical aid may, however, over- 
come the alarming symptoms, and restore him to his former 
state of mental and physical strength. Give me the details, 
please, in a letter to Mobile. I am anxious to learn the state 
of things in Philadelphia, as I see that the Girard and Penn- 
sylvania Banks have stopped, and that several failures are 
reported. 

" I have just learned that had I attempted to cross the 
Hatchie where I at first intended I should have failed. So 
all my labor was not in vain, and is another proof how little 
we know what is for the best. 

"I am hugging and kissing all the ^^^:^/^/ little people that 
I see ; yet as I see but few, I do not often have home brought 
to me in that way. If little blackeys were kissable^ I might 
do nothing else, as they are almost as numerous as the 
locusts of Egypt, and almost as much in a state of nature as 
they, it being thought hardly worth while to waste cloth 
upon them. 

*^ Feb, i^tA, Left Somerville in the stage a little after eight. 
Got to Raleigh about dark, and, finding J. M. Tate lived 
a mile beyond, went there in stage and stayed all night, — the 
house being kept by Colonel Mason. 

**Fe6, 14/A. Left Mason's in company with Mr. Tate, and 
got to Memphis about ten o'clock. He showed me his 
buildings, of which he seemed proud, and settled with me 
in full by bills on New Orleans. Memphis is beautifully 
situated, and is rising in importance. Called upon the bank, 
upon Nelson & Tatus, and others. 

''Feb, i6th. The wind blew so hard last evening that the 
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1842. boat was compelled to lie by for the night. I became quite 

^'.^ sick, but got up this morning in better condition. Making 

good progress down the river, and shall probably pass the 

mouth of the Arkansas before dark. Began letter to my 

wife. 

^* Fei, 2ist Saw a number of Indians wandering about 
this, morning. Boat left at twelve o'clock, and had a fine 
run down the Yazoo, touching at several landings on the 
way. The day was cool, and the run principally through 

woods, Mr. L gave me a letter to Oakey, Payn & 

Hawkins, and was altogether very civil to me. 

''Feb, 24/A. Arrived at Natchez early in the morning. 
Called upon Quitman & McMurrian, and left with them 
the Natchez and Mississippi Railroad money I had for col- 
lection. 

" Feb, 2 5 tk No boat at the wharf for New Orleans. Spent a 
dreary morning in watching for one. Having become weary 
of doing so, called upon Q. & McMurrian. I had some con- 
versation relative to the Union and C. R. R. banks, whose 
assignments bethinks he can break, and says the same is the 
opinion of S. S. Prentiss. Went on board the Caledonia 
about ten o'clock, and ran down the Bayou Sara during the 
night. 

" Feb. 26th, Upon inquiring, I found that Ferguson had 
gone up to Vicksburg after a boat which was waiting for 
him there, and I determined to take passage on board the 
Persian for New Orleans. Left Bayou Sara at twelve, and, 
stopping at various points on the river, got to New Orleans 
about seven o'clock on Sunday morning. 

"" Feb, 27th, Stopping at the St. Charles Hotel, the largest 
in the city. Saw the president of the Kentucky Bank, Major 
Milkie. Heyland and Sanderson Robert called at dinner- 
time, and walked through the lower part of the city with me 
to the French cemetery. Got letter from wife and two 
from H. 

''Feb, 2ith, Very hard rain and thunder nearly all the 
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morning. Was much engaged in attending to my business. 
At the Citizens' Bank two or three times. Wrote letters in 
the evening to various parties. ' 

*^ March '^d. Stopped to see the steam cotton-press, which 
reduced the size of the bales very rapidly. Took a long 
walk up town this morning, found it in a very unimproved 
condition, much more so than the lower part of the city, 
which is exclusively French. A very large number of 
streets are pretty well built vp, but unpaved. Wrote to 
wife. Spent some time in the exchange-room, reading the 
news. Many ships in port seeming to have no freights. 

'^ March ^th. Had a pleasant run from and through Lake 
Pontchartrain during the night, but, on account of the dense 
fog, was compelled to stop. Got under way at daylight, but 
the fog continued until our arrival at Mobile, which was 
about twelve o'clock. Called upon G. & Sager, who in- 
vited me to stay with them, which I accepted. Dined with 
them, and rode after dinner with Mr. Gardner. 

" March 6th, Took walk before breakfast, after it came 
down to Mr. Barney's office, looked over the affairs of 
the United States Bank, and went to look at the property 
over the town. 

^^ March Sth, Took passage last evening on board the 
steamer, and left about six. Having a very strong current 
against us, our run up the river was slow. There is very 
little population on its banks. 

** March gth. At Cahawba before eight, and Selma about 
ten, where I hired a horse, and rode twenty-seven miles to 
Marion to tea. Saw the merchants in the town, and took 
four names. Large quantities of cane along the river, and 
a curious appearance of the trees, owing to the light-green 
of the new leaves and the deep shade of the mistletoe with 
which they are covered. 

** March iith. Very warm morning, but cleared up cool 
in the afternoon, when the ' Factor' arrived, in which I took 
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1842. passage for Montgomery. I find it very dull business wait- 
J^^TT^^ ing in a dull town for a boat 

'* March i2/4. Had a pleasant run up during the night. 
This morning arrived about one o'clock. Found an im- 
mense competition between two stage-lines for Madison, one 
of them offering to carry me for two dollars and fifty cents, 
a distance of one hundred and eighty miles, but I gave 
him five dollars, and rode about two-thirds of the way to 
Griffin. 

" March 1 3/A. Started on railroad last evening, and trav- 
elled about four and a half miles. Took seat in the stage 
engaged yesterday, and travelled all night, getting to the 
Georgia line at West Point to breakfast, crossing the Ap- 
palachicola River. The town is almost deserted, and the 
railroad not made. 

^^ March 14/A. Arrived, during a tremendous rain, this 
morning, at Griffin, about two o'clock, and took seat for Ma- 
con in Monroe Railroad cars, and, after a very tedious ride 
by Barnesville and Forsyth, got to Macon about eight. 

** March 1 7^A. Arrived at Augusta about four o'clock. 
The conductor of the train found a man upon the road, just 
killed by the preceding train, having a bottle with him. He 
was, no doubt, drunk. Difficult to convert my funds into 
specie. Crossed, after dinner, to Hamburg to sleep. Called 
upon Mr. Hutchinson of the bank. 

** March 19/A, Columbia, Transacted my business here 
satisfactorily, and called upon several business men, who 
promised to see us in the summer. Walked over the town 
with J. Carter, Esq., of Georgetown, D. C. It is an open 
and well-built town. Introduced to Dr. Bozier, a gentleman 
who is represented to be a hundred and twelve years old. 
Had considerable conversation with him. He recollects 
the excitement about the death of Wolfe and the taking of 
Quebec. He also told me that he was much with Dr. Coke, 
the founder of the Methodist missions in the West Indies, 
in which region he was employed by the British govern- 
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ment in some appointment connected with the custom- 
house. He arrived in Baltimore during our Continental 
Congress. Went to Philadelphia, and studied medicine 
there at the recommendation of Dr. Rush, from whom he 
brought introductory letters to Dr. Ramsay, of Charleston, 
S. C. Mr. Carter, of Georgetown, who was with me, says 
he remembers him well when he was a student in i8lo, 
and that he then thought him about eighty years old. He 
has had thirteen different partners in the course of his 
practice, and has outlived most of them. His health is 
good, and I should not now have taken him for a person of 
more than eighty. He walks actively, and for a considerable 
distance. His voice is distinct, and his enunciation clear. 

''March 20th, Warm day. Left Columbia after breakfast 
with a full stage, getting to Winnsborough about five 
o'clock to dinner ; Chesterville to lodge. 

''March 21st, Obtained the names of several merchants of 
Chesterville. Left it, and had rather a dreary ride to York- 
ville, as the weather was warm, and the country poor ahd 
uninteresting. 

"March 22d, Left Yorkville, getting to Charlotte to dine. 
Saw a few merchants. Left for Concord, and got there at 
ten o'clock for supper. Sick headache during the day. 
Stage travelling very slow. 

"March 23^! Left Coleman's about eleven o'clock, and 
reached Salisbury in time for breakfast. It is, perhaps, the 
largest western town of North Carolina, but its business is 
said to be on the decline. The appearance of the town is 
bad, owing to its being mostly built of wood, and un- 
painted. Left there after breakfast, and, travelling all day, 
passing Lexington, arrived at Greensborough at nine at 
night. The ground of the Guilford Court-House battle is 
about six miles from this spot. 

"March 2^h. Left Greensborough, and, travelling all 
night, reached Hillsborough about ten o'clock to breakfast. 
It began to rain about this time, and continued to do so all 
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day. Passed through Chapel Hill, where is the North 
Carolina College, by which the place is almost exclusively 
supported, and got to Raleigh and to the Eagle Hotel. 

"March 25/A. Called this morning upon Mr. Simpson, who 
is our debtor, and wrote note to G. W. Hayward, the lawyer 
who has the claim. The State-House at Raleigh is superior 
to any in the South, having cost four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. Left Raleigh, and travelled slowly on the railroad, 
getting to Gaston, on the Roanoke, about dark, in a tre- 
mendous gust 

"March 26/A. Met at the junction the Washington cars 
about nine, reached Petersburg, proceeded to Richmond. 
Called upon Mr. Norris, and found three letters ; also upon 
Mayo & Archer, and got statement of our account against 
Thompson. Saw several merchants. Went on Capitol 
Hill to see the town. Spent some time in the House of 
Delegates. Left in cars for the North, running rapidly to 
the junction of the Louisa Road. Just in the neighbor- 
hood of Richmond the improvements and appearance of the 
country are good, but beyond that, all the way to Fredericks- 
burg, and from that town to the Potomac, the country is 
very poor. Got to Alexandria in the evening; many of 
the members of the Virginia Legislature being on board. 
Saw L. B. Taylor in the evening. 

"March 28/A. Busy in looking about Alexandria this 
morning until I went on board steamer for Washington, 
and had a rough passage of about an hour. Walked up to 
the President's house, and found a large part of the new 
treasury buildings put up since my last visit. Spent about 
three hours in the Capitol, hearing the speeches. Left for 
Baltimore. 

"March 29/A. Called last evening upon John Glenn and 
Dr. Handy. Left Baltimore at nine, and had a pleasant run 
to Wilmington, where we took boat, and I got to Philadel- 
phia at four. Was received at the wharf by Geo. Randolph, 
and went to store, where I found them in good healthy and 
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had also the high gratification of meeting all my family 
again. My brothers and sisters all took tea with us at our 
house. It is my birthday. 

" March 3 \st. Much time occupied at bank in discounting 
to distribute the funds among the numerous applicants, as 
the sum to be divided was small. Met the Dundas trustees, 
and gave them an account of what I had learned at Mobile 
in referenjce to their property there. 

^^ April \st. Wife gave me last evening the amount spent 
since January. Busy most of the day in making up my 
collection account Called at the Moyamensing Bank to 
inquire if they would give bills receivable for their own notes ; 
which they manifested a disposition to do. I find the resump- 
tion assuming a solid character, having inspired confidence. 

'* April 6tfL. Engaged this evening in reading Clay's speech 
on the resolutions he offered, a few weeks since, relative to 
the future policy of the government. Published in the North 
Afft^can of March loth. 

*' April yth. Saw Smith, the veterinary surgeon, who has 
my horse Ned in charge, and who agrees to give his 
medical aid for ten dollars, and charge fifty cents per day 
for his food. Had a flare-up with our book-keeper. Took 
tea with brother Charles. 

'' AprU loth. Very pleasant day. Prayer by Mrs. Thorn- 
ton in the morning meeting, and sermon by Miss Lloyd in 
the afternoon. Elizabeth Robson had meeting in the even- 
ing at Arch Street House. R. Randolph spent the evening 
with myself and wife. Went with him to see a sketch of 
his father, now being taken by Freeman, formerly of Man^ 
Chester. 

''April 14/A. After tea took son Richard to Bethune's 
church to hear the narrative of Perkins, the missionary to 
the Nestorians. It was interesting, and the presence and 
address of the Nestorian bishop, having the dress of his 
country, with his beard, added to the interest. 
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contracts, in addition to a number of absolute and final 
failures, the bankrupt bill giving debtors greatly the advan- 
tage of creditors. 

" Apfil 2%th, Rode over both Schuylkill bridges before 
breakfast. Found the weather rather cold for pleasant 
riding. Busily employed in answering and making out ac- 
counts for W. H. Bacon and James Abbott, one of whom 
goes to the West, and the other to the South, — ^Virginia and 
Tennessee. Our little Carry has had quite a smart attack 
of fever for the last three days. 

" April 2gth, Carry a good deal better, having some dis- 
position to eat. Had an intimation that I could be made 
president of the Western Bank, but, as both the profit and 
honor would be small, declined the proposition. Such an 
office, at this time, is far from being a sinecure, and requires 
a heart as callous as the stones. 

" May 14/A. Drove with wife and three children to Laurel 
Hill, and strolled over it with them for half an hour, then 
came to Girard College, and took the two oldest to the top 
of it. 

** May ijth. At insurance office. Took leave of James 
Abbott, who goes to Virginia and East Tennessee. Attended 
meeting of directors of Union Benevolent Society, and after 
the business was over went to the monthly meeting of the 
Horticultural Society. 

^^ May igth. Called upon the Penn Township Bank in re- 
lation to D. C. Wood's debt, and find him responsible for 
five thousand dollars. Bought load of hay as I was riding 
this morning, at seventy cents. Troubles in Rhode Island 
seem coming to a crisis ; I should not be surprised to hear 
of bloodshed to-morrow. Spent the evening at Charles's 
in company with Governor Coles and wife and Dr. Wood 
and wife. 
, ^^ May 2\st Rose early to tie up grapevines blown down 
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^^ April 1 5 /A. Rode before breakfast; overtook Judge Mai- 
lory, and rode into town with him. Uncle George Bacon 
called to see me this morning. Attended quarterly meeting 
of Board of Trade, and was called to the chair. 

^^ April i6th. The calm and quiet of home, although sur- 
rounded by a number of prattlers, is quite delightful after a 
long and tedious journey. The excitement of constant 
movement, the anxiety in relation to doubtful debts, the 
labor of riding on horseback, and the tediousness of stage 
travelling, make a Western tour in winter, for collection of 
debts, the very opposite of a delightful journey. 

'* April lyth. Rode up to Germantown before breakfast. 
Sermon this afternoon by a friend from Indiana. Mrs. 
Madison, widow of former President of the United States, 
at our meeting this morning. 

** April igth. But little trade for the season. Receipts 
from the country very small. Yarrow leaves for the West. 
Handed D. C. Wood his account, of which I kept a copy. 
Met the directors of the North American Insurance Office. 
Bought forty bushels oats, of J. Peterson, at forty-six cents. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's with my uncle George 
Bacon and wife. 

" April 20th. Called to see Hubbell in reference to our suit 
with the Commercial Bank, Cincinnati. In the afternoon 
attended Yearly Meeting, and heard the temperance re- 
port, and that of the Weston School committee. Dr. 
Griscom and wife, John Griscom, uncle George and wife, 
Dr. Wood and wife, N. Randolph and others, to tea with us. 

*' April 2ist, Had large sum to pay with small receipts, 
which compelled me to borrow, which was far from pleasant. 
Invited W. Draper to tea, also Mr. Buckingham. Took tea 
at brother Charles's with uncle George and wife and some 
cousins from Greenwich. 

*' April 2^th, The perplexities and vexations of business 
are excessive. Large sums to pay without remittances, and 
constant notice from debtors of their inability to meet their 
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contracts, in addition to a number of absolute and final 
failures, the bankrupt bill giving debtors greatly the advan- 
tage of creditors. 

*^ Apfil 2%th, Rode over both Schuylkill bridges before 
breakfast. Found the weather rather cold for pleasant 
riding. Busily employed in answering and making out ac- 
counts for W. H. Bacon and James Abbott, one of whom 
goes to the West, and the other to the South, — ^Virginia and 
Tennessee. Our little Carry has had quite a smart attack 
of fever for the last three days. 

*' April 29/A. Carry a good deal better, having some dis- 
position to eat. Had an intimation that I could be made 
president of the Western Bank, but, as both the profit and 
honor would be small, declined the proposition. Such an 
office, at this time, is far from being a sinecure, and requires 
a heart as callous as the stones. 

" May 14/A. Drove with wife and three children to Laurel 
Hill, and strolled over it with them for half an hour, then 
came to Girard College, and took the two oldest to the top 
of it. 

"May lyth. At insurance office. Took leave of James 
Abbott, who goes to Virginia and East Tennessee. Attended 
meeting of directors of Union Benevolent Society, and after 
the business was over went to the monthly meeting of the 
Horticultural Society. 

^^ May i^th. Called upon the Penn Township Bank in re- 
lation to D. C. Wood's debt, and find him responsible for 
five thousand dollars. Bought load of hay as I was riding 
this morning, at seventy cents. Troubles in Rhode Island 
seem coming to a crisis ; I should not be surprised to hear 
of bloodshed to-morrow. Spent the evening at Charles's 
in company with Governor Coles and wife and Dr. Wood 
and wife. 

. "May 21st. Rose early to tie up grapevines blown down 
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1842. ^^ April i$th. Rode before breakfast; overtook Judge Mal- 
^j Tl lory, and rode into town with him. Uncle George Bacon 
called to see me this morning. Attended quarterly meeting 
of Board of Trade, and was called to the chair. 

** April i6tk. The calm and quiet of home, although sur- 
rounded by a number of prattlers, is quite delightful after a 
long and tedious journey. The excitement of constant 
movement, the anxiety in relation to doubtful debts, the 
labor of riding on horseback, and the tediousness of stage 
travelling, make a Western tour in winter, for collection of 
debts, the very opposite of a delightful journey. 

'* April lyth. Rode up to Germantown before breakfast. 
Sermon this afternoon by a friend from Indiana. Mrs. 
Madison, widow of former President of the United States, 
at our meeting this morning. 

*' April igth. But little trade for the season. Receipts 
from the country very small. Yarrow leaves for the West. 
Handed D. C. Wood his account, of which I kept a copy. 
Met the directors of the North American Insurance Office. 
Bought forty bushels oats, of J. Peterson, at forty-six cents. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's with my uncle Greorge 
Bacon and wife. 

** April 20th, Called to see Hubbell in reference to our suit 
with the Commercial Bank, Cincinnati. In the afternoon 
attended Yearly Meeting, and heard the temperance re- 
port, and that of the Weston School committee. Dr. 
Griscom and wife, John Griscom, uncle George and wife, 
Dr. Wood and wife, N. Randolph and others, to tea with us. 

'* April 2ist, Had large sum to pay with small receipts, 
which compelled me to borrow, which was far from pleasant. 
Invited W. Draper to tea, also Mr. Buckingham. Took tea 
at brother Charles's with uncle George and wife and some 
cousins from Greenwich. 

*^ April 2^th, The perplexities and vexations of business 
are excessive. Large sums to pay without remittances, and 
constant notice from debtors of their inability to meet their 
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contracts, in addition to a number of absolute and final 
failures, the bankrupt bill giving debtors greatly the advan- 
tage of creditors. 

'^ Apfil 2%th, Rode over both Schuylkill bridges before 
breakfast. Found the weather rather cold for pleasant 
riding. Busily employed in answering and making out ac- 
counts for W. H. Bacon and James Abbott, one of whom 
goes to the West, and the other to the South, — ^Virginia and 
Tennessee. Our little Carry has had quite a smart attack 
of fever for the last three days. 

" April 2gth, Carry a good deal better, having some dis- 
position to eat. Had an intimation that I could be made 
president of the Western Bank, but, as both the profit and 
honor would be small, declined the proposition. Such an 
office, at this time, is far from being a sinecure, and requires 
a heart as callous as the stones. 

" May \\th. Drove with wife and three children to Laurel 
Hill, and strolled over it with them for half an hour, then 
came to Girard College, and took the two oldest to the top 
of it. 

*' May 17th, At insurance office. Took leave of James 
Abbott, who goes to Virginia and East Tennessee. Attended 
meeting of directors of Union Benevolent Society, and after 
the business was over went to the monthly meeting of the 
Horticultural Society. 

^* May igtk. Called upon the Penn Township Bank in re- 
lation to D. C. Wood's debt, and find him responsible for 
five thousand dollars. Bought load of hay as I was riding 
this morning, at seventy cents. Troubles in Rhode Island 
seem coming to a crisis ; I should not be surprised to hear 
of bloodshed to-morrow. Spent the evening at Charles's 
in company with Governor Coles and wife and Dr. Wood 
and wife. 
. ''May 2ist Rose early to tie up grapevines blown down 
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1842. ^^ April i^th. Rode before breakfast; overtook Judge Mal- 
^ ' ~^ lory, and rode into town with him. Uncle George Bacon 
called to see me this morning. Attended quarterly meeting 
of Board of Trade, and was called to the chair. 

'^ April i6th. The calm and quiet of home, although sur- 
rounded by a number of prattlers, is quite delightful after a 
long and tedious journey. The excitement of constant 
movement, the anxiety in relation to doubtful debts, the 
labor of riding on horseback, and the tediousness of stage 
travelling, make a Western tour in winter, for collection of 
debts, the very opposite of a delightful journey. 

^^ April lyth. Rode up to Germantown before breakfast. 
Sermon this afternoon by a friend from Indiana. Mrs. 
Madison, widow of former President of the United States, 
at our meeting this morning. 

*' April igth. But little trade for the season. Receipts 
from the country very small. Yarrow leaves for the West. 
Handed D. C. Wood his account, of which I kept a copy. 
Met the directors of the North American Insurance Office. 
Bought forty bushels oats, of J. Peterson, at forty-six cents. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's with my uncle George 
Bacon and wife. 

'^ April 20th, Called to see Hubbell in reference to our suit 
with the Commercial Bank, Cincinnati. In the afternoon 
attended Yearly Meeting, and heard the temperance re- 
port, and that of the Weston School committee. Dr. 
Griscom and wife, John Griscom, uncle George and wife, 
Dr. Wood and wife, N. Randolph and others, to tea with us. 

** April 2ist Had large sum to pay with small receipts, 
which compelled me to borrow, which was far from pleasant. 
Invited W. Draper to tea, also Mr. Buckingham. Took tea 
at brother Charles's with uncle George and wife and some 
cousins from Greenwich. 

'' April 2^th, The perplexities and vexations of business 
are excessive. Large sums to pay without remittances, and 
constant notice from debtors of their inability to meet their 
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contracts, in addition to a number of absolute and final 
failures, the bankrupt bill giving debtors greatly the advan- 
tage of creditors. 

** Apfil 2'^ih, Rode over both Schuylkill bridges before 
breakfast. Found the weather rather cold for pleasant 
riding. Busily employed in answering and making out ac- 
counts for W. H. Bacon and James Abbott, one of whom 
goes to the West, and the other to the South, — ^Virginia and 
Tennessee. Our little Carry has had quite a smart attack 
of fever for the last three days. 

" April 29/A. Carry a good deal better, having some dis- 
position to eat. Had an intimation that I could be made 
president of the Western Bank, but, as both the profit and 
honor would be small, declined the proposition. Such an 
office, at this time, is far from being a sinecure, and requires 
a heart as callous as the stones. 

" May 14/A. Drove with wife and three children to Laurel 
Hill, and strolled over it with them for half an hour, then 
came to Girard College, and took the two oldest to the top 
of it. 

^^ May lyth. At insurance office. Took leave of James 
Abbott, who goes to Virginia and East Tennessee. Attended 
meeting of directors of Union Benevolent Society, and after 
the business was over went to the monthly meeting of the 
Horticultural Society. 

^^ May igtk. Called upon the Penn Township Bank in re- 
lation to D. C. Wood's debt, and find him responsible for 
five thousand dollars. Bought load of hay as I was riding 
this morning, at seventy cents. Troubles in Rhode Island 
seem coming to a crisis ; I should not be surprised to hear 
of bloodshed to-morrow. Spent the evening at Charles's 
in company with Governor Coles and wife and Dr. Wood 
and wife. 

. ^^ May 2\st Rose early to tie up grapevines blown down 
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1842. "April i$th: Rode before breakfast; overtook Judge Mal- 
^ '"^ lory, and rode into town with him. Uncle George Bacon 
called to see me this morning. Attended quarterly meeting 
of Board of Trade, and was called to the chair. 

'* April i6th. The calm and quiet of home, although sur- 
rounded by a number of prattlers, is quite delightful after a 
long and tedious journey. The excitement of constant 
movement, the anxiety in relation to doubtful debts, the 
labor of riding on horseback, and the tediousness of stage 
travelling, make a Western tour in winter, for collection of 
debts, the very opposite of a delightful journey. 

'* April lyth. Rode up to Germantown before breakfast 
Sermon this afternoon by a friend from Indiana. Mrs. 
Madison, widow of former President of the United States, 
at our meeting this morning. 

'^April igth. But little trade for the season. Receipts 
from the country very small. Yarrow leaves for the West. 
Handed D. C. Wood his account, of which I kept a copy. 
Met the directors of the North American Insurance Office. 
Bought forty bushels oats, of J. Peterson, at forty-six cents. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's with my uncle Greorge 
Bacon and wife. 

** April 20tk, Called to see Hubbell in reference to our suit 
with the Commercial Bank, Cincinnati. In the afternoon 
attended Yearly Meeting, and heard the temperance re- 
port, and that of the Weston School committee. Dr. 
Griscom and wife, John Griscom, uncle George and wife. 
Dr. Wood and wife, N. Randolph and others, to tea with us. 

'* April 2ist Had large sum to pay with small receipts, 
which compelled me to borrow, which was far from pleasant. 
Invited W. Draper to tea, also Mr. Buckingham. Took tea 
at brother Charles's with uncle George and wife and some 
cousins from Greenwich. 

** April 2Sth, The perplexities and vexations of business 
are excessive. Large sums to pay without remittances, and 
constant notice from debtors of their inability to meet their 
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contracts, in addition to a number of absolute and final 
failures, the bankrupt bill giving debtors greatly the advan- 
tage of creditors. 

** Apil 2%th, Rode over both Schuylkill bridges before 
breakfast. Found the weather rather cold for pleasant 
riding. Busily employed in answering and making out ac- 
counts for W. H. Bacon and James Abbott, one of whom 
goes to the West, and the other to the South, — ^Virginia and 
Tennessee. Our little Carry has had quite a smart attack 
of fever for the last three days. 

" April 29/A. Carry a good deal better, having some dis- 
position to eat. Had an intimation that I could be made 
president of the Western Bank, but, as both the profit and 
honor would be small, declined the proposition. Such an 
office, at this time, is far from being a sinecure, and requires 
a heart as callous as the stones. 

" May 14th. Drove with wife and three children to Laurel 
Hill, and strolled over it with them for half an hour, then 
came to Girard College, and took the two oldest to the top 
of it. 

"May 17/A. At insurance office. Took leave of James 
Abbott, who goes to Virginia and East Tennessee. Attended 
meeting of directors of Union Benevolent Society, and after 
the business was over went to the monthly meeting of the 
Horticultural Society. 

"May 19/A. Called upon the Penn Township Bank in re- 
lation to D. C. Wood's debt, and find him responsible for 
five thousand dollars. Bought load of hay as I was riding 
this morning, at seventy cents. Troubles in Rhode Island 
seem coming to a crisis ; I should not be surprised to hear 
of bloodshed to-morrow. Spent the evening at Charles's 
in company with Governor Coles and wife and Dr. Wood 
and wife. 

. "May 2ist, Rose early to tie up grapevines blown down 
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1842. by the storm of yesterday. News from Rhode Island repre- 
^77^^ sent the insurgent party as prostrate. Governor Dorr, it is 
said, made his escape in petticoats, thus putting an end to 
the Rhode Island War. At Dr. Wood's to tea. 

" May 22d, Long sermon in the morning ; silence in the 
afternoon. I find myself most wilfully negligent of the awful 
duty of worshipping the Author of all good in our meetings. 
I pray the Almighty to give me more sincere desires, and 
more strength to petition for them. 

" May 23^. Pleasant day, although the riding this morning 
was quite muddy. Had some angry words with the Recorder 
of Deeds, and, upon reflection, think I was most to blame, as 
my recollection was somewhat imperfect. Sick headache 
all day. Caroline's fourth birthday ; she had a little party 
of friends upon the occasion. 

" May 24/A. Went to school with my son to bespeak a 
little more attention from his Latin teachers. 

" May iyth. Intelligence of the resumption of all the banks 
of New Orleans arrived last night Reading the second 
volume of Grey's Adventures in Australia, which he makes 
interesting by the graphic manner of his details. 

''May 28/A. After dinner, wife and self took our children 
to ride up the Schuylkill, stopping at the Fairmount locks to 
see a boat pass and be weighed. Went up to the Falls and 
by Rockhill's place home. Bought exchange on England 
at eight and a half per cent. 

" May 3 \st. Rose at five, and rode up the Ridge Turnpike 
to Pepper's place. Attended meeting of board of direction 
of the North America Insurance Office; they are doing a 
&ir business at present. Rode after dinner with Dr. Wood 
up to Richmond, to see the operation of the Reading Rail- 
road delivering coal on board vessels, 

" June \st. Rode down to the Navy- Yard. Called on 
Hubbell in reference to our suit with Commercial Bank of 
Cincinnati. He had engaged H. Binney, Jr., to assist him, 
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and I spent some time with them in the evening. Met com- 1^42. 
mittee of creditors of A. and G. Ralston & Co. 

" 3^fte 3^. Rode down to the lower part of Broad Street. 
My son Richard went, with his school, to spend the day at the 
Wissahiccon, and his mother and myself drove there after 
dinner. Signed a reGommelldation to the creditors of the 
Ralstons to give them time for the payment of theif debts. 

*^ June /^th. Rode over the Schuylkill. Sick headache 
yesterday and to-day. Drove, with wife and children, aftef 
dinner, and in the evening took tea with wife and sister, and 
brothers and sisters, at brother Charles's. Philadelphia 
Bank is made the depository of the government. 

" yune 6th. Rode before breakfast through Turner's Lane. 
Troubled with sick headache, which makes me fear my 
stomach has some other affection besides inability to digest, 
as I have been unusually guarded in eating. 

" yune yth. Cold weather, — so much so as to require fire 
to be comfortable, — and there would have been frost last 
night had there been less wind. As a committee-man I 
recommend the Philadelphia Bank to take the government 
deposits on the terms proposed. 

" yune gth. Drove after dinner, with wife and two young- 
est children, to Greenwich Point. Philadelphia Bank agreed 
to receive the government deposits. 

" yune lo/A. Rode after dinner for two hours. Money 
has become very plenty for short and good securities, the 
banks having much less paper than they can discount 
offered to them. 

" yune 14th, Met G. Ralston, who wished me to confer 
again with Hubbell in reference to our claim. Bought bill 
of exchange, at seven and a quarter, of B. & B., and handed 
to Babcock. Bought a quantity of loaf-sngar, of W. H. 
Smith & Brothers, ff om nine and a half to eleven and a half 
cents. 

" yune i6/A. Rode down to the lower part 6( the city. 
Had a little family froKc in making a dress for a doll for otrf 
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1842. little daughter Caroline, in commemoration of her having 
^^ J^ conquered a habit of sucking her thumb. 

" yune 20/A. Rode up Ridge Road to Pepper's place. 
After dinner drove with wife and children to Germantown. 
After tea went to Board of Trade, and made report as chair- 
man of committee of the month. My wife and I walked 
down to nurse Force's, Second and Almond Streets, this 
evening, and brought her up with us, as we hope to want 
her soon. 

" yune 2^d. Signed, in company with Dr. Wood, an agree- 
ment to become security for D. C. Wood, to the Penn Town- 
ship Bank, and took from him bond and judgment, which 
are in possession of Dr. Wood. 

** yune 27 th. Our little Carry has gastric fever, and the 
doctor has given her calomel. E/Idy much better. 

" yune 30/A. My sister Hannah, daughter Mary, and son 
Edward, with an attendant servant, left for Osborne Hill this 
morning, after breakfast, R. Randolph going with them. 

" yuly 1st, Was called by nurse at one, and went for Dr. 
Hodge, who very soon came, and my wife had a fine boy at 
ten minutes before four o'clock. Extremely warm morning. 
In the evening a tremendous thunder-gust began a little be- 
fore seven, which continued for hours. One of the most 
severe I have ever known, with quantity of rain. 

'^yulyjth. Rode before breakfast. Was successful in op- 
posing an application to the Philadelphia for a loan, by the 
county, of twenty thousand dollars, which I was fearful they 
could not pay. 

'*yuly gth. Rode over the Schuylkill before breakfast. 
Sister Caroline left for Osborne Hill in the morning, taking 
our little Carry with her. At insurance office to finish divi- 
dend examination. Negotiated some notes of the Union 
Bank, Tenn., at one per cent, per month. 

**yuly loth. Wife sat up to-day for the first time since her 
confinement. Returned J. Mason Good's Translation of the 
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Book of Job, which I have been reading. An elaborate 1842. 
work in blank verse, and in many places more clear than ^J^?^ 
the common version. 

^'July i%th. Rode before breakfast on the West Chester 
Road. Dr. Wood and wife with us, — a farewell visit before 
going on their usual summer journey. My wife came down 
to tea for the first time since her confinement. 

'*yuly igth. Dr. Elwyn came to breakfast at six, which we 
got through, and off for Osborne's, with son Richard, before 
seven. Stopping to water twice on the way, reached there 
a little after twelve, having a fine breeze, but still a warm 
ride. Found all the family well, and children much improved 
in appearance. 

*'yufy 20th, A very heavy thunder-gust before daybreak. 
Barn struck and burned about five miles from Osborne. 
Walked to Darlington Corner and returned, being about 
five miles. After dinner bade farewell to the guests and to 
my children, and set off for home. 

'* yufy 2 1 St, Took a drive over the Schuylkill with 
wife, for the first time since her confinement. Returning, 
stopped at Buist's, and engaged a man to graft some trees 
for us. 

'*!)^ufy 23^. Rode before breakfast. Busy selling hemp 
and lead. Drove with wife to the Woodlands, which is in 
a ruinous state, and for sale. 

'*3^fy 2 5 /A. Rode up Broad Street. Settled with Ralstons 
a disputed claim. Wife wrote to sister Caroline. Received 
a letter from doctor. Spent an hour trimming and training 
my grapevines. 

"^ufy 26/A. Negotiated a five thousand dollar Union post 
note for Allinson with J. R. Evans, at one per cent. Wife 
laid up to-day, having spent too much time in the garden. 
She has caught cold. 

**yufy 30/A. Dr. Elwyn dined with us, immediately after 
which we started for Osborne Hill. Dusty, but otherwise 
pleasant ride. Found all my little people well. 
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"Au^. ist Thermometer down to 56° this morning. 
Having only thin clothing, find it rather unpleasantly- 
cool. 

*'Au^, gth. Rode before breakfast up the canal road to 
bridge. Very much troubled with dust at home, putting 
up a furnace in the cellar and grate in the dining-room. 
Drove with wife, and called at Judge Stroud's. Went from 
there to uncle George F. Randolph's to tea, and had a 
pleasant visit Mr. R. loaned me the Life of Hamilton by 
his son. Bought three shares of Philadelphia Bank stock 
a few days ago for thirty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

**Aug; I ^tA. The law for non-imprisonment for debt pub- 
lished in the North American this morning. 

'^Aug, 22d, Took my family to mill to be weighed. Re- 
sult, R. D. Wood, one hundred and thirty-one pounds; H, 
D. Wood, one hundred and eight pounds ; R. Wood, fifty 
pounds; Mary Wood, forty-six pounds; Caroline Wood, 
thirty-five pounds. Left the Hill after dinner, and reached 
home safely. W. Osborne's charge was less than I ex- 
pected,— one hundred and fifty dollars and fifty cents. 

*'Aug. 2idt At North American Insurance Office; we 
determined to take coal and inland risks. It is said the tariff 
passed the House of Representatives to-day, 

" Sept, yth. Our little Eddy kept us awake a good des^l of 
last night with a hoarse cold, which we were fearful would 
become croqp. He was much better in the morning, how- 
ever. Rode, after dinner, over the Schuylkill, and, for the 
first time, saw a large vessel pass through the canal and 
round the Permanent Bridge. 

" Sept. 9/A. Rode over the Schuylkill before breakfast. 
James Abbott and W. H, Bacon, who both returned yester- 
day, bring gloomy accounts of our debtors in the West. The 
probability of great losses begins to assume the appearance 
of certainty, and causes me again to investigate our ledgers. 

** Sept, iQth, Went, in company with Samuel Jones and 
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J. B. Trevor, to examine the assets of the Girard Bank, to 1842. 
ascertain whether anything could be obtained for the notes ^^JTTI 
of that institution held by the Philadelphia Bank. It was a 
most lamentable account of worthless sums, scarcely enough 
to pay one hundred thousand dollars. 

" Sept I ith. Warm day. In riding this morning, before 
breakfast, was struck by a beautiful rainbow, which was dis- 
tinctly visible a long time without any rain at the place 
where I saw it. It was just at sunrise. 

" Sept \4Jth, While riding, saw eleven empty canal-boats 
below the dam, making their way up stream. The contest 
between the Reading Railroad and the canal remains an 
unsettled question ; each satisfied that the other must yield. 
The Reading Railroad party are most confident. 

" Sept \6th, I find it impossible to account for the state 
of my feelings, which, without any apparent cause, have 
run in a happier mood than usual to-day. Perhaps it 
is the entire absence of acidity of stomach, which has so 
•strong an influence on my brain, and which I so often suffer 
from. 

** Sept 17/A. Rode, before breakfast, through Turner's 
Lane. Gratified by finding the advertisement of the Gov- 
ernor for the sale of the stocks owned by the State in the 
morning's paper. Attended the District Court, to hear 
its opinion in the case of foreign attachment, which it sus-^ 

■ 

tained. 

" Sept igth. Was appointed on a committee to super- 
intend the sale of the Philadelphia Bank stock by the State. 
In going down to the store, after dinner, saw a pair of fine 
bay horses. I took the reins and drove some distance. 
The owner asked eight hundred dollars. 

** Sept 20/A. Attended insurance office, North America, 
whose business is very considerably on the increase. Failed 
in an attempt to exchange my horses for another pair. Had 
fire in our furnace for the first time this season. Union 
Benevolent Society this evening. 
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" Stpt 2\st Bought thirty shares of Philadelphia Bank at 
thirty-five dollars ; load of straw at four cents per bundle. 
Dr. Wood and wife got home, and took tea with us ; Charles 
and Horatio, with their wives, in the evening. 

** Sept. 2%th, Money is, perhaps, more plenty than it 
has been for years in this city. Philadelphia Bank dis- 
counted a lot of paper to-day, five per cent per annum. 
The first instance I have knpwn since I have been in the 
institution. 

**Sept, yyth. Rode an hour before breakfast Quite a 
busy week, something like last year. Picked the last of 
our grape crop. Took from the Philadelphia Library Mil- 
man*s History of the Jews. 

'*Oct ^tk. Rode over Schuylkill before breakfast. Death 
of Dr. Channing announced in the morning papers. Acted 
as chairman of a meeting of the members of the Mercantile 
Library Company. 

*^Oct loth. Employed in examining the books at store 
until two o'clock. Have examined the accounts of the 
treasurer of the Union Benevolent Society, and in the even- 
ing attended quite a spirited meeting of the managers of the 
association. 

**Oct.iitk. Rode before breakfast Election-day ; a strong 
contest in the city, and fears entertained that Vaux might 
be elected mayor. Rode a horse belonging to J. Fisher 
Leaming up to Richmond, and find him a fine animal, and 
full of spirit Went to the polls several times, and was 
only able to vote after waiting nearly an hour. 

'*OcL I2th. Confined to my office nearly all day writing 
letters. The election terminated better for the Whigs than 
was generally anticipated, the mayor having a majority 
of one thousand and eight; considerably more than last 
year. 

*'Oct i^th. Drove, with wife, a pair of fine bay horses be- 
longing to a Mr. Martin, up the Schuylkill, on the west 
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side, and liked the near horse very much for his beauty and 1842. 
performance. ^^ 

*'Oct. lyth. Returns from the elections wear an unfavor- 
able aspect for the Whigs. Isaac and Hannah Ann Tyson, 
and their son Richard and daughter H. A., came from' 
Haverford to tea, and lodge with us. Several of our 
friends and theirs called to see them during the evening, 
they having recently returned from Europe in the Roscius ; 
passage of twenty-eight days. 

**OcL igth. The election intelligence from every direction 
is of so gloomy a character that the Whigs are almost in 
despair for their favorite, Henry Clay, and their fond hopes 
of a national bank are shaken. Ate peaches to-day, per- 
haps the last of the season, it being about three months since 
their first appearance this year. 

"CV/. 20th, News from England last evening; a great fire 
in Liverpool, in which it is said that nearly fifty thousand 
bales of cotton were burnt. The commissioners sent to 
England to negotiate the loan for government returned 
without effecting it, the determination of the capitalists being 
to repudiate repudiation. 

**OcL 25/A. S. Huston left for the West. Employed at the 
Philadelphia Bank as one of the vault committee all the 
latter part of the afternoon. In the evening attended meet- 
ing of the Union Benevolent Society. 

*'OcL 28/A. Visited insurance office and bank, and wrote 
a few letters in the morning. In the afternoon rode doctor's 
mare. She got frightened in Broad Street, and ran away 
with me. I fortunately brought her up without any acci- 
dent but the fall of my hat. My wife and self took tea at 
brother Charles's. Notice of non-payment of D. C. Wood's 
note, upon which I stand as surety. 

*^Oct. 29/A. A. Cummings came to see me on the subject 
of the Philadelphia Bank. Wife had her nursery papered 
and the ceiling washed. She and sister H., and the two 
oldest children, took a long walk this afternoon, getting 



142 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

1842. home after dark. Children went to their uncle Charles's to 
^^P''^^ tea. Read Spencer's letter this evening, and have this 
month been reading Milman's History of the Jews, 

**Nov, \st Had rather an unpleasant interview from having 
spoken freely of a person, which was reported to him. It 
may teach me prudence in the future. My son Richard in- 
formed me he had been put into the first spelling class, and 
was much gratified. Dr. Wood and wife to tea. 

**Nov, 2d, John Bacon, of Greenwich, walked up with 
Charles and myself to hear Dr. Wood's introductory lec- 
ture. We found in his room John Griscom, Drs. Hodge, 
Chapman, and Homer. The lecture, upon the study of 
materia medica principally, seemed to give very general 
satisfaction. 

^'Nov, id, Reading Downing's Landscape Gardening, a 
new work, which has considerable interest for all those who 
feel disposed to embellish their lands, as well as those who 
are gratified by a fine garden. Was called on by S. Bettle 
and Dr. Beasley to contribute to the support of the Friend. 
Subscribed fifty dollars. 

**Nov. 4/A. Bought flour for family use at four dollars and 
twenty-five cents per barrel, the lowest price at which I 
have ever bought it After tea attended the first lecture of 
the Mercantile Library, by Professor Eames, of New York. 
The subject, the Romance of the Age, which was delivered 
in a graceful and deliberate manner, and was a highly- 
wrought specimen of declamation. 

^*Nov, 6th, After meeting, my wife and self, with two 
oldest children, walked to Market Street Bridge. Hope I 
have derived some profit in reading J. J. Gurney's Love to 
God this day. 

^'Nov, \2th. Took my son Richard to see a collection of 
young buffaloes in Merchant Street. There are fifteen, 
about that many months old, and a singular horse, which 
they call a buftalo-horse, it having the long coat and mane 
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of that animal. The keeper told us they were caught on 1842. 
the head-waters of the Arkansas. 

"AW. 15/A. Wife drove to Germantown to see M. Pleas- 
ants. Called on several persons to inquire the quality of 
Galena lead. After tea went to hear Dr. Ludlow's second 
lecture on Palestine, with wife and Dr. Wood and wife. 
The ladies and myself stopped at the Horticultural Exhi- 
bition. Son Richard reports himself at the head of his 
class. 

''Nov, lyth. Business has almost entirely ceased. On 
Monday last despatched Lewis T. Ha>nvard to the South, 
on a collecting expedition. Reading Dickens's Notes on 
America, — a light production, with some humor. 

*' Nov, igth. Tomatoes for dinner yesterday; I note it to 
show how late they have been produced this year. Took 
my two oldest children, after dinner, to see the menagerie, 
now exhibiting corner of Thirteenth and Spruce. Children 
very much pleased with the performance of the pony and 
monkey ; but I enjoyed the play with the tigers most. 

" Nov. 2ist Was elected director of the Philadelphia Bank» 
and met the new board at dinner, where we remained until 
late in the evening. I left them for the Board of Trade. 
Had a good deal of headache all day, which was increased 
by the dinner, notwithstanding my resolution to be ab- 
stemious. 

" Nov, 24/A. Nicholas Biddle is out in the papers on the 
subject of Pennsylvania credit, and, had he a better standing, 
from the strength of his letters the effect would be salutary. 
Got the Life of Luther from the library, which I am reading 
with considerable interest Had a small evening party, con- 
sisting of Mr. and Mrs. Stell and others. 

" Dec. 2d, Paid city tax on my house, sixty-four dollars. 
Attended lecture, by Levi Woodbury, on the uncertainties 
of history, its disadvantages, and the remedies. 

" Dec, ^th. At five met the directors of the Philadelphia 
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1842. Bank, who counted and burned the worn-out notes of the 
j^ijrr^ bank. Read King Lear to my wife until ten o'clock. 

" Dec, 6th, Went with wife to hear Henry Reed's first 
lecture on Shakspeare. The tragedy of Lear was the sub- 
ject, and he handled it with the feeling of a poet and a man 
of taste. 

** Dec, nth. Had a short conversation with my new 
neighbor, John Livezey, at his door this morning [he having 
just purchased the large, old two-story house adjoining us, 
in which our daughter Carry was born]. 

**Dec, i$th. Called on General Patterson, and requested 
him to be at bank in reference to a reduction of its expenses; 
but he did not come, and shall hereafter rely upon my own 
exertions. Had, by invitation, to tea with us Mrs. Judge 
Jones, M. L. Dawson, Mr. and Mrs. Stell, Susan Longstreth, 
Dr. Wood and wife. 

" Dec, i6th. With wife attended lecture by Bancroft, which 
was a choice performance on the value of history as retaining 
truth. Greneral Cass was on the stage, and introduced to 
the audience by the lecturer. 

** Dec, igth. Made motion at the Philadelphia Bank to re- 
duce expenses, and was placed at the head of committee for 
that purpose. Took tea with a small party at our uncle 
Jacob Justice's, and went from thence to Board of Trade. 
Had a long session in debating the merits of the warehouse 
system and the bankrupt law. 

"Dec, 20th, Met the committee on the salaries of the 
bank, and fixed upon a schedule reducing them from twelve 
to twenty per cent. After tea went to sale of some lands in 
Jefferson County, Pennsylvania, and bought twenty-five hun- 
dred acres at ten cents per acre. From thence to lecture, 
by Reed, on Hamlet. 

** Dec, 2yth, Went with wife to the lecture of Reed on 
Othello, which, as usual, he made quite moving, having sin- 
gular tact in keeping anything indelicate out of view. 
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^^ Dec, 30/^. Cloudy day, but not very cold. Bought a 1842. 
load of hay, twenty-four hundredweight, at forty-seven cents JJ^^IJ^T^ 
per hundredweight, — much lower than I ever recollect it. 
Attended lecture, by Professor Dod, of Princeton, on Ancient 
Egypt, which was a sensible discourse, and evinced much 
research and taste. Wife at sewing-party at J. Brown's. 
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1843. ^^jfan, 1st Long sermon from T. Kite, which was atten- 
^^^^ tively listened to, and was highly evangelical in its charac- 
ter. Walked with wife and son to the Schuylkill Bridge. 
Uncle Richard Randolph spent the evening with us. 

**!)^an. 2d, An interesting meeting of the stockholders of 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company. At a contested elec- 
tion, held after the meeting, Solomon Roberts was elected 
in place of Joshua Lippincott. Dined and spent the after- 
noon, with our brothers and sisters, at Dr. Wood's. 

''yan, 3^. Attended lecture by Dr. Bethune on the moral 
sentiment of the ancients, Ivhich was marked by extended 
research and learning. Its main object seemed intended to 
prove that God could not be known except by revelation. 

^'yan, yth. After tea took my wife and sister Hannah to 
see an exhibition of a war-dance, by seven or eight Indians 
of the Sac and Fox tribes who have never been in civilized 
life before. The dance was certainly a stirrer up of passion. 

'*yan, gth. Introduced a resolution at bank this morning 
to instruct the president to write to the State treasurer 
tendering State stock for her stock in our institution, which 
was carried, and a committee of three appointed to take it 
to Harrisburg, of which I was one. 

'*yan, lotk. Dined with the directors of the, insurance 
company, at their office, and left about five. Called on Gen. 
Patterson. He decided that he was unable to go to Harris- 
burg before Friday. Found my son Eddy sick in the even- 
ing, but took wife to lecture. 

**yan, \2th. My son Edward has had quite an unpleasant 
fever for two or three days, but we hope is somewhat better. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Morton's with wife. 
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^*yan, 13/A. Left home in company with Gen. Patterson 1843. 
and A. Cummings, for Harrisburg, and had a pleasant day's ^JTT^ 
ride, arriving about five o'clock, and going almost imme- 
diately to the State treasurer's office, where we found him, 
and delivered our letter from the president of our bank, and 
made him a tender of the certificates, for a mutual exchange 
of stocks. 

**yan. 14/&. Spent some time in the House of Representa- 
tives, after which went in company with my two friends to 
get the promised answer from the State treasurer. His 
reply was in the negative, and, after some argument, we left 
him, with a promise to give us a written answer to the letter 
which we shall hand to him on Monday next. Called upon 
the Governor, and spent the morning between the Senate 
and House. 

''yan, 15/A. Went with Gen. Patterson to Mr. De Witt's 
church, and heard an excellent sermon from him. His 
reputation as a preacher stands high. 

"j&». i6th. Our committee called upon the treasurer 
this morning, at the appointed hour, who informed us that 
he would not be ready to give his answer until four o'clock. 
Spent the morning in the House, and at twelve o'clock the 
Senate was introduced, when they went into convention to 
elect a State treasurer. 

"^a». ipk. Left for Philadelphia at seven o'clock. Had 
a delightful ride, particularly along the great valley of 
Chester County. Got to town in time for a late dinner. 
Went to counting-room and read letters received since my 
absence. Attended lecture, by Dr. Bethune, upon the moral 
opinions of Socrates, Plato, and Pythagoras, 

*'yan, i%th. Very busy in writing answers to letters re- 
ceived during my absence. We»t to bank. We reported 
the resuk of our mission, and, although the answer we 
received was not satisfactory, the result will prove our visit 
to have been useful. 

*'yan, 2ist, Had a warm discussion at bank this morning 
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on the subject of reducing the capital. Spent the evening 
at Dr. Wood's with wife and a little party composed of Dr. 
Morton and wife, Mrs. Bowie, C. S. Wood and wife. The 
doctor stated that there were but one thousand physicians 
graduated each year in the United States, and that about a 
third were in this city. 

^^jfan, 22d, Had a most evangelical sermon, from R. 
Shober, in the morning meeting. The afternoon was a 
silent one. Walking with my wife and two oldest children. 
Mary, in her gambols, fell into the gutter, and got so mud- 
died that we had to return. 

**yan, 24/A. Listened with much pleasure to a lecture, by 
Dr. Bethune, on the moral opinions of Aristotle, Zeno, and 
Epicurus, which was extended to a short history of their 
lives, and interspersed both with religious feeling and politi- 
cal declarations. 

*'yan, 26/A. My wife sent for me to M. Edouard's rooms, 
where she had her three boys getting their likenesses and 
her own cut, to have mine to add to the number, to which 
I was obliged to consent. The resemblances are very fair, 
but not so good as some that I have seen ; when arranged, 
however, they will make a family party much like the 
originals. At Watson Jenks's to tea. 

" yan, 29/A. After meeting, walked down town to see 
some property belonging to Nat. Randolph. After reading 
through the Ffiend, took up D'Aubigne's Reformation, 
which I highly enjoyed. His style is most pleasant, and 
his sentiments evangelical. 

'^Feb, $d. Quite a prospect of trade, several customers 
having arrived from Kentucky and other Western States, 
paying up their debts very well. It seems to be the 
general impression, that things have got to the lowest 
point, and that there is to be a gradual improvement, and 
an advance in the value of property. It must be very 
slow. 
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*^Feb,\th. Callied at bank, and found nothing of much 1843. 
consequence had transpired during my absence. Busy in ^^i^^ 
looking into the case of Harrow, of Winchester, Kentucky, 
who seems disposed to act the rogue. In the evening was 
at a Wistar-party at Dr. Wood's, which was large, although 
there were several old faces missing that have forever dis- 
appeared. 

^^ Feb, I2th. Spent the evening in reading with my wife 
D'Aubigne*s History of the Reformation, with much in- 
terest, although it is not written with impartiality. 

^^Feb, 14/14. Sold a bill of goods this morning, not having 
done so for some years. Attended Dr. Patterson's lectures 
on Sound, and was highly gratified by the success of his 
exemplifications in showing how it travels, its velocity, and 
its waves, — ten hundred and ninety feet per second the 
usual rate of its motion. 

^'Feb. IS /A. Took tea, with my wife and a small party of 
friends, at Henry Cope's, which we found very pleasant. 
Dr. Wood and wife, sister H., and our two oldest children, 
went in sleigh to Haverford. 

''Feb, i6th. To show how plenty money is, we had an 
offer of a loan of five thousand dollars to-day at five per cent, 
the lowest rate of interest at which we ever had it offered. 
Had a visit from Samuel Randolph, for the purpose of ar- 
ranging the payment of the creditors of T. C. Spottswood. 
The estate of his father being short, twelve hundred dollars 
was advanced by his widow for that purpose, — a most dis- 
interested act. 

*'Feb, 20th, Morris R. Stroud came as an apprentice to us 
this morning, to stay until twenty-one years old. Attended 
Board of Trade committee; was appointed to obtain reduc- 
tion of tolls. Took tea, with wife and two sons, at brother 
Charles's. 

''Feb, 22d, Called at the Penn Township Bank to ascertain 
how D. C. Wood's account stands, upon which Dr. Wood 
and myself are sureties, and find he yet owes forty-eight 

II 
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1843. hundred dollars. Jesse Tyson took tea with us. Suffering 

^'^ from dyspepsia, owing to indulgence in eating and too little 

active exercise, — a deserved punishment. 



^*Feb, 24/A. I think I silenced, for a time, our president, 
Mr. Smith, in reference to his project for a law permitting 
the bank to make dividends of its earnings. Got mortgage 
from Humphrey with some trouble. Wife and sister 
Hannah at M. L. Dawson's, at sewing-party. Business im- 
proving. 

'* March 2d. Dr. Wood called in reference to the protest 
on D. C. Wood's note, upon which we are joint guarantees. 
I fear a crisis is coming in David's affairs. 

''March ^th, T. Richardson called to see and bid us good- 
by, as he expects to sail for England on the 1 6th. After 
meeting, in the afternoon, walked with wife to see a poor 
family in Gabel's Court, in Lombard Street. 

''March gth. Spent the evening at brother Charles's with 
wife, her aunts being there. Comet has been seen for 
several evenings, about eight o'clock, in the southwest, not 
much above the horizon. Cloudy nights have prevented its 
being seen for two days. 

''March 13/A. Bought five tons of coal at four dollars and 
twenty-five cents, making the whole quantity for the cold 
season twenty-five tons, which will be about my usual 
supply. 

"March lyth. The heaviest snow for some years fell last 
night, with a furious wind. Our friends H. & A. Cope lost 
a ship (the Algonquin) on voyage from Mobile to Liver- 
pool. It is the first misfortune of that kind that they have 
met with. 

"March 18/A. Son Richard has swellings under his jaws, 
much like mumps. Very busy in Market Street, more so 
than for two or three years ; and, being a hand or two 
short, I am compelled to assist in selling goods. Paid 
Horticultural Society contribution. 
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** March j^oih. Received yesterday a letter from H. Cum- 1843. 
mings from Harrisburg, on the subject of getting such a ^^T^ 
law passed by the legislature, for the sale of the stocks 
owned by the State, as will suit the Philadelphia, and 
answered it, desiring him to get the law to permit the sale 
of Philadelphia Bank stock at fifty dollars, which is a little 
beyond market price to-day. 

'^ April 2d, Reading Hodge on the Sacraments this after- 
noon. He does not spiritualize the command to baptize 
and to partake of the bread and wine, but thinks it is com- 
manded to do both, although not essential to salvation. 

''April 3^. My daughter Mary quite sick with the mumps, 
which she bears very well. 

''April A^h, At meeting of the North American Insurance 
Company ; find considerable loss during the last month, — 
more than the profits. Slight sick headache for the last 
two days, keeping me uncomfortable all the time. Horatio's 
daughter Elizabeth sick with scarlet fever. Wife, sister Han- 
nah, and son R. took a long walk by Stott's and Cone's 
places on Turner's Lane. 

"April $tk. Called at Bank of North America to have a 
committee appointed to determine the best course to take 
in the purchase of the stocks to be sold by the trustees for 
the banks. The president of the Bank of North America 
promised to have a committee from each bank convened. 

"April gtk, Thomas Kite preached a long sermon at our 
meeting, this morning, beginning it with the narrative of 
Greorge Fox and his various experiences. He is a good 
narrator, dwelling on the prominent features of his story, 
and seldom introducing episodes to lengthen his discourse. 

"April 1 1 th. Rode, for the first time this season, before break- 
fast, and found it quite pleasant. Very busy all day at the 
store. The law for selling the State stocks having passed, 
we were quite agitated at bank to know the right course to 
adopt in relation to it. Attended sale of Mrs. Stott's place, 
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1843. on Turner's Lane; it brought only sixty-four hundred dol- 

''April i6tk. Walked with wife and daughter through the 
burying-ground to the graves of our little babe, and of my 
wife's father, uncle, and grandfather. 

** April 18/A. Mitchell, president of the Mechanics' Bank, 
called on me in reference to the sale of stocks by the United 
States Bank trustees, on the 20th. Attended Yearly Meet- 
ing in the afternoon, and heard the Westtown report, and the 
report 6i the meeting of Sufferings on the history of the 
abolition of slavery by the Society of Friends in America. 
Bought small farm on the Township Line Road, at auction, 
this evening, for seventeen hundred and fifty dollars, without 
having previously looked at it. 

''April 20th. Attended meeting of committees of banks ; 
was made secretary, and appointed one of the agents to 
buy the stocks sold by the trustees, in conjunction with R. 
M. Lewis and W. Gill. We bought them all under our 
limit, except one bond. 

"April 2\st Rode before breakfast to see the farm which 
I bought a few evenings ago, and find it is in a most dilapi- 
dated condition. Went with Mr. Lewis and W. Gill to 
Bank of the United States, to say to trustees how we pur- 
chased the stock for the banks. Our little babe quite sick 
last night and through the day. 

"April 22d, Called with Mr. R. M. Lewis on the trustees 
at the United States Bank, and agreed to call committee 
together to divide the assets of the banks. Rode with wife 
and children up the Ridge Road to see a farm of Coleman's 
estate, advertised to be sold next month. Tenant told me 
he paid one thousand dollars per year rent. 

" April 2'^d, Reading Macaulay's Essays on Warren Hast- 
ings and Frederick the Great to-day. They are very fasci- 
nating, butrather improper reading for the Sabbath. He 
sacrifices meaning to sound in many of his compositions. 

"April 25/A. Went with R. M. Lewis and W. Gill to 
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United States Bank, to pay for stocks purchased, which we 
did, and took receipts. As secretary, I made and handed to 
them a schedule of the division. 

'* April 2jth, Started at one o'clock for Westtown School, 
taking our son Richard. Immediately after getting into 
the West Chester Road, found it to be in very bad condi- 
tion, and rain coming on pretty soon, made our journey 
most uncomfortable. 

" May yth. Had a long prayer from R. Shober, and an 
unusually interesting sermon from S. Bettle, Jr., who seems 
to be rapidly improving. If he preached this sermon without 
study, and was not divinely inspired, he has much more 
power as a speaker than I had given him credit for. 

**May Stk. Had an interview with D. C. Wood, which 
made me come to the conclusion that his race as a business 
man is almost at an end. Spent the evening at Horatio's, 
in company with a large party of their relatives, in com- 
memoration of the sixteenth anniversary of their wedding. 

** May 1 2th, Rode, before breakfast, with W. Burr to my 
new purchase, my railroad farm, to show him the work I 
wanted done. The Great Western arrived last evening, 
making her passage in twelve days ; the shortest this way 
yet made. She brings intelligence of the queen's accouche- 
ment for the third time, and the birth of a princess. 

" May \6th. Rode over Schuylkill before breakfast. Went 
to Judge Stroud's court to try our case witji the Commercial 
Bank of Cincinnati. Hubbell and H. Binney, Jr., for counsel, 
and opposed by C. J. Ingersoll. Succeeded in getting judg- 
ment in full for our claim. Sister Caroline's birthday was 
kept at our house. 

*' May 22d. Drove, with my wife and children, through 
School-house Lane. Spent the evening at G. M. Coates's, 
with my wife and a little social company, very agreeably. 
Bought for the Bank of Philadelphia about six thousand 
dollars of auditor-general's scrip, at seventy-five per cent. 
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1843. ''May 24/A. Dined about one o'clock; then drove with 
^^iJTT^ wife and sister H. to Market Street Bridge, and went on 
board a very small steamboat, belonging to John C. Cresson, 
in company with the owner and the three sisters Massey. 
Going up the river a little above Manayunk ; landed, looked 
for flowers, and returned safely. 

'* May 25/A. After dinner, drove with sister Caroline, wife, 
daughter Carrie, and son E., to the Pennsylvania Hospital 
for the Insane, and was politely received and shown the 
establishment by the manager, Dr. Kirkbride. 

*' May 26/A. In riding before breakfast, was in a little 
shower. Gave my tenant liberty to set the carpenter to 
work. In the afternoon drove, with wife and sister and two 
Misses Massey, to the Wissahiccon, and wandered about in 
search of flowers, but did not find them abundant. Tea at 
Dr. Wood's, in company with Dr. Harris and wife. 

" May 30/A. A very important rise has taken place in all 
kinds of securities within the last two months. Stocks 
which sold a few months ago at thirty-two and a half 
brought sixty-three; and Girard, which could not have 
been sold for one dollar, brought six to-day. 

"May 3 1 J/. Very busy with the affairs of the bank, in 
making arrangements for the taking of the stock of the 
Delaware Division, and in the purchase of auditor-general's 
certificates. After having enjoyed two days of relief from 
dyspeptic affections and pain in my left side, have a return 
to-day. 

*'yune 1st, A very exciting time at the Exchange in the 
attempt to dispose of the stock of the Delaware Division, 
the commissioners adjourning very abruptly upon a few 
persons going into their room. Drove with wife to see 
Dr. Holmes's place, a very fine one, just purchased by C. 
Cope. 

**3^ne 6th, Money is more plenty than it has ever been 
known in the United States. The banks are glad to loan 
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at five per cent, and money can be easily obtained in New 1843. 
York at four per cent. A visit from the Misses Randolph ^^^^ 
this evening. 

^^yune jth. Left home in the cars for Harrisburg, and had 
for company James Newbold. Arrived before three o'clock. 
I called upon the State treasurer immediately, and he pleas- 
antly settled all my claims upon him by giving me a check 
on the collector of tolls at Philadelphia. Had a long 
conversation with McClure, the Secretary of State, in the 
evening. 

**yune \6th. Much more business doing than is usual this 
month. Drove after dinner over the railroad bridge with 
wife and children, and returned by the Baltimore Pike. 
The farms look finely. Much amused in reading Madame 
D*Arblay*s Letters and Diary. 

**yune igth. Rode this morning to my place, and had 
some conversation with the tenant about the improve- 
ments going on. Rode in the evening down the Neck; 
the gardens and fields look finely. Joseph R. Jenks and 
daughter, Mary Anna and Susan Longstreth, and a few 
friends, took tea with us. The old gentleman seemed to 
enjoy the evening. 

'^JuHe 20th, Settled with Philadelphia Bank for some 
shares of stock bought for it (two hundred and eighty- 
six shares), reserving thirty-nine shares for myself, at a cost 
of sixty-two dollars and fifty cents per share, making my 
shares three hundred in all. After dinner drove with wife 
to Red Lion Tavern to see some lands advertised for sale. 
Then attended sale, but did not purchase. 

'*yune 22d. James N. Richardson, of Ireland, left his 
card at the store. I called on him, but, not finding him, 
left a note, requesting him to dine with us at one, as we 
expected to leave town for the summer in the afternoon. 
Ned Randolph met him in the street, and brought him 
to dinner immediately. After which he left, and we set 
out for Osborne's, taking three youngest children, servants 
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1843. servants Henry and Ann, and got there after a pleasant 

^^T^ drive of five hours. 

^'June 23^. About five got up, and, seeing a fog in the 
low ground, called my wife. We went to the brow of the 
hill and looked below us at what appeared to be a calm sea 
studded with little green islands, continuing so for an hour. 
After breakfast walked to Joseph Osborne's and round 
through A. Sharpless's wood; found a pleasant seat by a 
ripple in Radley Run. Read till dinner. Had a visit from 
B. Sharpless, and took a stroll down to the mill and 
weighed the whole party. Went with wife to A. Sharp- 
less's after tea. 

^^jfune 24/A. Thermometer averaged something under 80*^. 
This n^orning went to Westtown School and brought our son 
Richard to Osborne's with us, promising to return him be- 
fore bedtime; rain prevented. He has grown consider- 
ably, seems well, and has improved in reading. 

''July yth. Read Paley's Elssays on the Observance and 
Institution of the Sabbath, which he thinks was entirely 
Jewish, and intended for that people; but that its observ- 
ance, so far as regards attendance on divine worship, is 
most obligatory upon all Christians. 

''July 8tk. Attended committee for fixing upon dividend 
for the North American Insurance Office, at eleven, which 
determined to recommend five per cent, for the last six 
months. After dinner left for Osborne Hill, taking Dr. 
Wood and our daughter Mary. GrOt there a little after 
seven, having had a pleasant ride, and finding my family 
well. 

''^u/y gtk» Had a long ramble through the woods willi 
the doctor and Eddie. Wife, doctor, and children stood in 
the road to Brandywine, and held a conversation at about 
a thousand feet apart, and heard, by some effort, tolerably 
well." 
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The following letter, dated Philadelphia, July i ith, sounded 1843. 
a note of preparation for another of those journeys I always jJfJ?T^ 
deplored : 

" My dear Wife, — ^As yet I have not determined when 
to leave for Williamsport, but incline to the opinion that if 
I can go from Osborne's on Second day morning, in time 
to meet the cars at some point on the road, I will spend 
First day with you. Caroline returned only yesterday from 
Burlington, and Hannah has decided she cannot spare time 
to go with me. 

** I ran about among the booksellers a long time, deter- 
mined to find a book precisely like the one thee has so 
pleasantly filled, but was unable to get it. I have one, how- 
ever, very near it ; the most so, I presume, of any one to be 
had in the city. I have read twenty to thirty pages in thy 
book, and have taken the liberty of making some marks 
with my pencil which need correction ; there are some few 
errors of composition, too, which would be better altered ; 
but so far as I have read I am much pleased, and congrat- 
ulate thee on thy first attempts at authorship. Perhaps, as 

• 

it has commenced at so pleasant a place as Osborne Hill, 
the spot may bless thee with inspiration, and thee may give 
us hereafter some reminiscences of it, that the Muses may 
acknowledge. Do not, however, I beseech thee, consider 
me as at all wishing such a production; for I declare to thee 
that the character of a mother and a matron, well exempli- 
fied, stands, in my estimation, vastly above that of any 
poetess, however high she may have climbed Parnassus. 

" At dinner Hannah told me she had an invitation from 
Caroline for us to take tea with them, which, as usual in 
such cases, we accepted. 

** I have been luxuriating in tomatoes, and find them most 
pleasant and useful. The apricots are almost ripe, and, if 
the sun but shines again warmly, I may, possibly, take some 
to you when I go. The garden looks better than at any time 
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during the season : the clematis, full of bloom is scattering its 
odors all around ; while the grapes, quite large in size, make 
a display of what they intend doing for our palates. 

" There is no news of a domestic character worth telling 
thee. The loss of the Boston steamer, from Liverpool, is 
the most important subject of conversation at present, she 
having run upon a rock during a heavy fog, and will go to 
pieces. She had eighty-five passengers, many of them 
ladies ; they all got safely on shore, and will be sent to 
Halifax, to take the next 3teamer. 

" I finished reading Evelina last night, sitting up pretty late 
to do so. I am not surprised that the authorship was attrib- 
uted to a man, as certainly no woman of this time, and par- 
ticularly a young lady of twenty, could hold up her head in 
decent societv were she known to have written such a book. 
The story is kept up with considerable interest, and much 
ingenuity in the construction of the tale and the introduc- 
tion of the different actors in it. But the indelicate allu- 
sions, and the avowed intentions of the men for seduction, 
etc., make it a most improper book for the hands of those 
whose passions are not entirely under their control. Walter 
Scott has done infinite service to those who will read novels, 
by^ furnishing them with better ones for their perusal. 

" We get on very quietly, and I certainly feel now as if I 
was master at home, whatever I may do at other times." 

*'3^ly 1 1 /A. In walking home last night with G. M. Coates, 
he said * it would rain by to-morrow morning ;* and, upon 
asking him why he thought so, he replied * that he saw 
the smoke falling a short time before, and that a light 
atmosphere was indicative of rain.* The event has real- 
ized his prediction. Was told to-day by a person that 
he negotiated Wood & Abbott's note at three per cent 
premium. 

" yuly 17/A. Left Osborne's about half-past seven. Wife, 
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children, and Dr. Elwyn accompanied me to the Oaklands, 1843. 
where I took the cars before ten, got to Harrisburg at three, ^i^TT^ 
and took boat for Lewistown. 

^^July 20thy Curwinsville. Only one or two merchants in 
this place. The course was less mountainous, but extremely 
hilly ; the country rather more cleared, and somewhat fitted 
for agriculture. Came to Brookville about four, and found 
it rather a depressed town. Saw a Mr. Blood, who resides 
near my lands, who is surveyor of the county, and has 
general intelligence respecting it. 

*'yuly 2ist After some trouble in getting two saddle- 
horses, left for my land. No. 2760, with Mr. Blood, and, 
stopping for Mr. Crow, took him to John Homes's place, 
which is the other half of my tract. Mr. Homes gave me a 
good account of the land ; said it was good ; sugar-camp 
and trees; had a stream through it; was cleared at the 
corner on the turnpike. I offered it to both him and Crow 
at two dollars and fifty cents per acre^ but neither seemed 
disposed to purchase at present. Wrote to Dr. Wood, 
Mr. Trevor, cashier, and to wife. / 

** Brookville, July 21st, 1843. 

" My dear Wife, — I had to finish my letter so abruptly 
yesterday that I hardly know if it contains anything that 
even thee will care to read. The office was closed and the 
stage-driver on the seat and cracking his whip when it was 
ready for him. I gave thee no account of my journey, I 
am sure, that was good for anything, and did not even 
name the famous point occupied by Mrs. Duncan, at the 
junction of the Juniata and Susquehanna, where she keeps 
a quiet boarding-house and is mistress of a domain of one 
thousand acres, and an island, one of the most productive 
properties of our State. 

4e 4e * iK^e 4e 4e 4e iK ♦ 

" I was much delighted to get out of the canal-boat, which 
was intensely hot and odorous. At Lewistown, the point 



l6o BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

1843. of landing, found our millionaire John Ridgway, who was 
^"^ on his way to his domain in the western part of this State, 
out of which a new county of the name of Elk has just 
been made, for the purpose of having the town that bears 
his name made the capital; as an inducement he has 
offered the commissioners to erect their court-house, etc. 
Thus his interest operates on his generosity. Thee may 
say that is the case with more persons than he, as few hesi- 
tate to give where they expect a hundredfold in return. 
When Ridgway gets his estates in condition, he will have a 
territory that, from its extent, a German prince might envy. 
How would thee like a principality in this country? I feel 
quite in the notion, from finding the quality of the lands 
so much better than I anticipated. To-day I have been 
traversing the woods with my surveyor. The timber is so 
thick there is quite a difficulty in getting through; and, 
although we had a fine white frost this morning, yet the 
weather has now become so warm that it is quite an over- 
powering job, — ^without reference to the rattlesnakes, one or 
two of which I have seen in the journey. It certainly would 
be a pretty thing to have a spacious dwelling on one of 
those towering hills, with the valleys and side hills covered 
with beautiful farm-houses and cottages, with fields of 
waving grain and green pastures, with fleecy sheep and 
frisking lambs, with cattle grazing and roaming around, and 
the poetic sight and sound of shepherds and their children. 
But, alas! time, the greatest essential, is wanting. One 
generation could not accomplish all this. It would require 
fifty years at the shortest calculation; and in our ever- 
changing country it would be the highest folly for a father 
to commence what his childreqi might, the year after his 
death, alienate from his blood. Many shares and acres of 
the choicest lands of this and the adjoining counties may 
be bought for less than half of the government price of 
no better lands in the West. With some attention to 
the subject, one hundred thousand dollars would buy a 
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principality, and time and labor would enrich and beautify 
it, if an industrious and virtuous population could be induced 
to wend their way here. 

" In strolling with my man of compass and chain, I find 
his life has been one of incident. Having dreamed, he says, 
of a beautiful country, he was induced to seek it, and found 
it here, where he has located his paradise of some thousand 
acres. But, alas for earthly visions I he had been but a 
few years in this wilderness, but long enough for his wife to 
become the mother of six children, when, all at once, she 
declared to him her determination to cohabit no more with 
man, and she left him, his bed and board, his sons and his 
daughters, — one of them at the breast, — ^and took her de- 
parture, never to visit them again. She now lives in solitary 
blessedness, and will listen to no persuasions, or offers, or 
threats of her once-beloved husband, from whom she parted 
without complaint and without reasonable cause. So much 
for the overseer of our domain. I have three one-thousand- 
acre tracts near this spot, and, should the visions dreamed 
above be realized, thee may be his neighbor. 

"I propose taking the stage to Clarion to-morrow, con- 
tinue the route to Bellefonte, then turn north to Williamsport, 
down the river to Northumberland. I now incline to the opin- 
ion that I shall return by Harrisburg, and go, for a few days, 
to Carlisle and Shippensburg. If I do, I will write and tell 
thee at what day and hour to meet me at the Oaklands. 

" Whilst I and one of my fellow-passengers in the stage 
were climbing the mountain to relieve the team, he became 
quite sociable. He, poor fellow, was just from Ireland, 
and had seen a person with fever and ague. Of its horrors 
he, no doubt, had heard, and, looking up in my face very 
thoughtfully, he asked, * Does the agee kill anybody ?' — no 
doubt looking forward to the shaking of his brawny limbs 
and their final prostration with no small terror. I comforted 
him by telling him that his countrymen sometimes had it 
for a year or two, but that it was rarely mortal. 
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" Sick headache yesterday ; the first for six weeks. Took 
salts and magnesia last night, and am better to-day, fortu- 
nately. I am at the very antipodes of thy post, — Osborne 
Hill, — and where every article on the table possesses a re- 
pulsive, rather than attractive, character. My landlord 
apologizes by saying, 'his wife is in the straw;' and the 
notes I occasionally hear confirm it. 

^'^uly 22d. Settled with the treasurer for the tax on my 
lands for 1842-3, taking his receipt. Saw all the merchants 
of the place. After dinner left for Strattonville, passing a 
much more open and cultivated country. 

**yuly 24/A. From Clarion I got to Curwinsville, about 
half-past two, and went to bed, but slept almost none, from 
the fear that I had lost a bundle entrusted to me. After 
breakfcist started for Bellefonte, stopping at Clearfield, where 
I saw Mr. Barrett, an attorney. Had pleasant ride to Phil- 
ipsburg to dine. Delightful run in descending the Alle- 
ghany Mountains. Supped at Bennett's at Bellefonte. 

*'yuly 2Stk. Up at three, and left in the stage for Wil- 
liamsport, going down the Nittany valley, which is very 
populous, well cultivated, and of rich soil. Dined at Jersey 
Shore, a town about twelve miles below Lockhaven, the 
place of crossing the Susquehanna, and a new town. Got 
to Williamsport to tea. The town is principally new. 

**yu/y 26th. Arrived at Northumberland, and, after taking 
my luggage to hotel, walked over to Shamokin Island, and 
all round it, but did not see the tenant. Called upon Mr. 
Taggart, the agent of the Philadelphia Bank, and received 
from him an account of the affairs of the bank in his hands. 
This place is one of scarcely any business, but beautifully 
situated at the .junction of the North and West Branches. 
Walked to the farms held by Troxel and Percel, and find 
them much out of order. Land not naturally good. 

**yuly 2'jth, After breakfast had conversation with tenant 
of the island, and left Northumberland in canal-boat. Canal 
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passes on the west side of the river to the Juniata, and 
then the boats are carried to the east side, on which the 
canal passes to Columbia. Observed the Wisconisco Canal, 
which will probably never be finished. 

"3^ly 2Sth, Harrisburg. Called on the State treasurer, but 
found him absent ; upon several merchants, who manifest 
a kindly disposition. Left Harrisburg after dinner, and 
reached Lancaster before five, where I stopped at Mrs. Hub- 
ley's. The grain, and appearance of the fields, between 
these towns, is very much better than anything I had seen 
to the northwest, indicating more recent rain. Called upon 
several of the merchants in the place, and was gratified by 
my visit to W. Hagar very much. 

" yuly 29/A. Very warm weather. Found quite a political 
excitement in the town, and a large meeting was assembling 
for the purpose of appointing a Clay delegation to conven- 
tion to nominate for the coming election. Left in the rail- 
road cars before ten, got to the Oaklands about one o'clock, 
where I found H. W. Jenks and my wife waiting for me, 
and drove to Osborne's to dine. 

*' yuly list Left Osborne Hill about seven, bringing Han- 
nah Jenks to town ; having a pleasant though a muddy ride. 
Found all at home in good condition, and that considerable, 
business had been done at the store. Called at bank and 
found money as plenty as -ever, with but little prospect of 
any demand for some months. 

"Aug, 1st, Business is brisker than for several years at 
this period, sales for last month being much larger, and 
goods generally advancing in price. 

"Aug, 3^. Rode before break&st to the farm, and find its 
appearance very much improved by the work done on it. 
Had a call from Virgil McKnight, who gave me an account 
of the progress of the suits between the Kentucky and 
Schuylkill Banks. 

"Aug, $th. Purchased fruit to take to my family. Left 
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1843. With Anna E. Massey for Osborne Hill, the clouds being 
'JT'^^ thick and heavy. We had gone but four miks when it 
began to rain. At Hall's we stppped some time, waiting for 
it to moderate ; but, as it did not, we started, but, after trav- 
elling about two miles, were compelled, by its violence, to 
stop at Edgemont for the night. 

''Aug, 6th, Found the roads very much gullied by the 
heavy rain of yesterday. Matlock's dam carried away, and 
the road impassable last evening. It was not, however, so 
bad but that we arrived safely to breakfast Found my 
family well and spent a quiet day. 

*'Aug, yth. Got to West Chester in time for the cars, which 
were filled from all points along the road by persons from 
the city spending a few summer days in the country. Home 
about eleven, and learned that a tornado had passed over 
the western part of the city, and, together with the great 
rain, had done much damage. 

''Aug, loth. The day has been spent without any par- 
ticular employment, passing on from one thing to an- 
other without design or previous arrangement in my mind, 
and, finding a short period of leisure, filled it up in writing 
to my son Richard, giving a little narrative of my late 
journey. 

"Aug, i2th. Took a walk for relief of headache, and, 
stopping to examine lead coming out of a ship, let a pig 
fall upon my foot, but did not seriously hurt it. Afterwards, 
in riding one of the new horses purchased a few days since, 
he became frightened and threw me over his head ; but I 
most providentially escaped injury. 

"Aug, i^th, Reading Reed and Matheson's American 
Churches in the morning, but afterwards the seventh num- 
ber of D. Wheeler's Journal, principally filled with his visit 
in this country. Had, I hope, a profitable day. Would that 
I had more heartfelt love for the Saviour ! 

"Aug, i^tk. Engaged all the day in superintending busi- 
ness, which is not brisk. Remitted this morning to J. J. 



J 




RICHARD I). IVOODi 165 

Maris a check for fifty dollars, to be distributed among the 
sufferers in Delaware County by the late flood. It is grati- 
fying to see an advance in the price of the securities of our 
State ; the price having risen about ten per cent, in ten days, 
showing that the capitalist does not yet despair of Penn- 
sylvania. 

*^Aug. i6tA. Decided, after rising this morning, to visit 
Cape May, and, spending a few minutes at my counting- 
house, went on board the Ohio, Captain Davis. Had a 
charming fun, perfectly calm, reaching the wharf before four 
o'clock. Took stage to Leaming's, finding mother, and 
other acquaintance. 

**Au£^, lytA. Took bath this morning before breakfast, 
which I found pleasant; again at t^'elve o'clock. After 
dinner rode, with mother, Mary, and George, up to the far 
end of Poverty Beach. Spent the evening in a stroll with 
Judge Stroud and'Mr. Bayard along the surf. Got pleasant 
letter from my wife, and finished reading the evening papers.** 

I make here some extracts from a letter written at that 

time, interesting to us now as showing the changed state of 

things, and the greatly increased value of property at Cape 

May City : 

" Cape Island, Aug. i8th, 1843. 

** My Dearest, — Thy kind letter of the sixteenth came to 
me last evening. It shows that my wishes, in regard to thy 
disappointment in not finding me, were more than fully 
realized. But it was so late in the season and the weather 
so very warm, that I deemed it best for me to go then and 
lose the delight of meeting thee. 

^ " Never was there a more charming run to the Island than 
the day that I came down. We got to the landing about 
four o'clock, and ran alongside of the wharf without the 
slightest accident. It frequently happens that passengers 
have to be landed in boats, and as the waves, at such times:, 
run high, it is unpleasant when not dangerous. As my 
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1 843. friends were at Learning's, I decided to go there ; am furnished 
^^;j7^ with a tolerable room, — I suppose as good as any on the 
Island, but miserable compared with what I am accustomed to. 
"Thy mother, Mary, and George are here; so are Henry 
Cope, his wife, two daughters, and son Thomas) with a 
daughter of Jasper Cope's. These are all, except a little 
Frenchman, that I know. The rest of the company — about 
fifty persons — is made up of very heterogeneous mate- 
rials, not more than one set that seem to have any homo- 
geneity among them, and this party consists of eight or ten 
Irishmen and their wives. At the other houses there are 
rather more people. 

4e 4e 4c 4c 4c 4e 4c 

" Cape Island is rising in importance, as a watering-place, 
very fast ; though among the longest-known and established 
in the country, it has never been duly estimated. Fashion 
has led in other directions, and has prevented its rapid 
growth. Twenty years ago, about the time I was first here, 
there was but one decently-kept large house, and but one 
or two others that would accommodate any number of 
guests, and a few badly-kept small boarding-houses, and I 
suppose not more than three hundred persons on the Island 
during the season. The town has grown since that time to 
more than double its size, and it is said that at one time 
there were two ttiousand people tolerably accommodated 
here this summer. 

" At a sale made of a lot of five acres, a few days since, 
suitable for the erection of boarding-houses, there was quite 
a spirited bidding, and it brought twenty-five hundred 
dollars, being about eight times as much as was paid for it 
some two years ago. A pretty good speculation ! 

" It was said to have been bought by a New York concern 
for the purpose of putting up houses to accommodate the 
people of their city, who propose coming here in one day 
by sea per steamer. This, however, may be conjecture. 

" I rose very early for the express purpose of writing this 
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to go by the boat of this morning ; but was hardly out of bed 
before that unpleasant affection of the eyes overtook me, 
and I concluded I should not be able to write at all ; setting 
about it, however, I have got on after a poor fashion, and I 
shall have a bad stomach and head during the day, and may 
be kept from bathing. 

" Much to my surprise, mother has just announced to me 
that she was going after breakfast Her determination was^ 
made on learning that no boat would leave upon the day 
she had fixed on, and that the boat of to-morrow would 
have a band of music on board. I told her she could be 
quiet, notwithstanding; but she said, 'We have our testi- 
monies to bear,' and she has decided to be off. 

******* 

" Breakfast is now ready, and I am thy affectionate hus- 
band. 

"P.S. I shall endeavor to learn to write Julianna with the 
two nris^ to please the owner of the name, though I do not 
like it so well as when written with a single n!' 

"Au^, igtk. Took a stroll in the morning, and felt much 
benefited ; but gratifying an inordinate appetite at breakfast 
and dinner has brought on unpleasant symptoms. Bathed, 
and spent the rest of the morning reading * Home,' a novel, 
by Miss Bremer. In the afternoon walked up to Schellinger's 
Landing, and after the arrival of the boat got morning 
papers. 

^^Aug. 20th. Bathed before breakfast, and strolled by the 
Mount Vernon House. A pleasant letter from wife by the 
mail of last night. Was suddenly aroused while reading 
by a cry that a man was drowning, and running down to 
the beach, saw a person swimming too far out to be able to 
regain the shore; a boat was then near him, and in a few 
minutes took hfm up, very much exhausted. He had got 
swept out by the currents. 

**Au£; 2ist Took a walk after breakfast towards Cold 
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1843. Spring, and saw along the road fruit trees most heavily 
' — ^ — ' laden, and cornfields of large promise. Bathed at half-past 
* ^' five and again at twelve o'clock. In the evening saw Judge 
Stroud, who had returned. Had quite a long conversation 
with Henry Cope about J. J. Gurney's writings, many of 
which he condemns, particularly those on the Sabbath and 
the Trinity. Paid bill and servants, eight dollars and twelve 
and* a half cents. 

'*Aug. 22d, Bathed before breakfast. Went to the steamer 
Sun, which left the wharf at noon, and had a tedious run 
to the city. 

'^Aug. 24/A. Mr. Sager, of Mobile, called upon us this 
morning. I went with him to Mercer & Brothers for the 
purpose of introducing him. Received letter from wife 
complaining of boils. A rain fell at New York a few days 
since greater than any remembered ; eight inches of solid 
water in as many hours. Made sale of lead with some dif- 
ficulty to Warton, at three dollars and forty cents. Money 
most abundantly cheap, although there is much business 
doing, which will soon make demand for it. 

''Aug, 2StA. Made an arrangement with the Philadelphia 
Bank for twenty thousand dollars, at four per cent Agreed 
with hotel landlord of the Pennsylvania Farmer to keep 
pair of gray horses at three dollars per week, and authorized 
him to sell them at two hundred dollars. Took tea with 
my brother Charles. My coachman brought horses ftom 
Osborne's, with letter from wife. 

"Aug. 30/A. At market, this morning, found a great 
quantity of peaches, more than I have ever seen, sold 
by the basket for fifty cents. Bought fine potatoes at 
forty-eight cents per bushel. Meats are also as plenty 
and as cheap; cattle selling from three dollars and fifty- 
cents to five dollars per hundredweight; best beef ten 
cents a pound. 

**Sept. 1st, Rode the Strode bay horse before breakiast, and 
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sent him to Dr. Smith, who thinks favorably of him. Wrote 
to Dr. Wood at Schooley's Mountain, and to my wife at Os- 
borne's. Upon adding the sales of last month, at our store, 
find them greater than for many years, especially as regards 
the quantity of yards. Amount sold, ninety-five thousand 
dollars. 

**Sept /^th. As warm as at any time during the summer. 
My wife and children home to dinner after a very hot ride. 
The babe (George) having been quite sick for the last three 
or four days, and his unclie absent, called Dr. Morton, 
who prescribed for him. Had an animated contest at bank 
this morning in regard to the sale of State stock. I was 
opposed to the sale, but it carried by one majority. 

**Sept StA. Warm, but clear and pleasant ; north wind. 
My horse, John, died last night from over-fatigue in driving 
in the heat of yesterday from West Chester. Called upon 
the Pennsylvania, Mechanics^ and Commercial Banks, to in- 
form them of the appointment of a committee to meet the 
trustees of the banks. Sent William (the coachman) to 
Frank Strode for his horse, giving him a check for one 
hundred and fifty dollars to pay for him. Our babe sick 
with remittent fever. 

^'Sept gth. At twelve met the committees of the banks 
and was made secretary of the committee, which appointed 
a sub-committee, of which I was one. A strong disposition 
was manifested to wind up the trust. 

*'Sept lotk. Paid a visit, with wife and children, to Dr. 
Wood's garden, and brought home a number of superb 
peaches, very ripe. Attended meeting in the evening, ap- 
pointed by E. Priestman, a female preacher, from England, 
who has been some weeks in the country. Much interested 
in reading Moffat's Mission to Southern Africa. 

**Sept. 13/"^. Rode before breakfast to Megargee's lum- 
ber-yard, and bought posts and rails of him for R. R. farm. 
Met the committee of the banks, and went to the United 
States Bank and had conference with the trustees, who seem 
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altogether indisposed to the winding up of their trust 
without an extension of time, to which our committee 
agreed. 

*^Sept, 14/A. Rode Jim before breakfast, and narrowly 
escaped a fall from him. Wife yesterday made an arrange- 
ment for milk for the winter, at five cents per quart. Nat 
to tea. Our son Edward has so much fever that we called 
in Dr. Morton. 

**Sept. 15/A. Our Eddy better until evening, when he had 
another attack of fever. Had a disagreeable task in punish- 
ing my oldest daughter, for committing an offence she 
seems very prone to. Walked down to the Jersey market 
and bought ten baskets of tomatoes at eighteen and three- 
quarter cents, and one of peaches for forty-five cents. Dr. 
Morton paid Eddy two visits to-day. 

**Sept. i6th. At twelve o'clock met the convention of the 
banks, and passed some resolutions in favor of the continua- 
tion of the trust, and commendation of the trustees, who were 
requested to continue their services. Paid a visit, with my 
attorney, to W. Maule, and requested him to ascertain at 
what price Mrs. Stott will sell her lot that joins us. 

*^Sept lith. Rode to R. R. place before breakfast and gave 
order to tenant for post and rails. Somewhat stormy board 
at bank to-day, on account of application from Lewistown 
Bank. Went to Germantown Railroad office and engaged 
to go with the president to examine the manner of drainage, 
on Thursday next. Attended meeting of Board of Trade, 
without much business to occupy it. Mad. DeGrasse to 
tea. 

*^Sept 19/A. Attended meeting of North American Insur- 
ance Company, and acted in place of the absent secretary. 
Drove with wife and children before tea, and in the evening 
went to the Union Benevolent Association. 

**Sept, 20/A. State stock advancing quite rapidly. The 
fives sold to-day at 58^, and the sixes 65 — ^being bought 
principally for Eastern account, which looks as if all con- 
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fidence was not lost in the payment of interest by the State. 1843. 
The doctor and party got home this evening, after an ab- ^'^I 
sence of two months, and took tea with us. 

*^Sepi. 2ist Informed insurance company of probable loss 
of lead on the Mississippi. Stopped at the Horticultural 
exhibition, and at the Academy of Fine Arts. In the after- 
noon rode with Mr. Morris, president of the Germantown 
Railroad, to my place, to see about draining the road to save 
the place. Evening at brother Charles's. 

**Sept, 22d, Rode over the Schuylkill before breakfast. 
Intelligence by the steamer to-day of the visit of Queen 
Victoria to France, the cause of which gives rise to some 
speculation. Drove with wife and two sons to the place 
owned by George Blight, and took tea at Dr. Wood's. 

'*Sept 24/A. Suffered more by the heat this morning than 
at any time during the summer. Mosquitoes quite trouble- 
some all day. Rode before breakfast through Turner's 
Lane. After tea paid, with wife, a visit to Jacob Justice's 
family. Read Wordsworth's Poems with pleasure for the 
first time. 

**SepL 2$tk. At bank this morning; prevented a sale of 
the State stock at less than sixty dollars. Went with wife to 
the exhibition of the Academy of Fine Arts and the Artists' 
Fund, which have united, and by a loan of several individ- 
uals of their collections, make up the finest display ever in 
this city. 

**Sept, 26/A. Bought ten loaves of sugar at ten and a half 
cents. All stocks continue to advance; State fives rose 
to 60; Philadelphia Bank to 70; Pennsylvania to 1 60. I 
sold Manufacturers' and Mechanics' at seventeen dollars, 
because I thought the earnings of the bank were not more, 
than interest on the sum after paying expenses. 

**SepL 29/A. Spent a considerable part of the afternoon at 
the Artists' Fund Institution, and learned from Mr. Gratz, 
one of the directors of the Academy of Fine Arts, that 
the first institution had become involved, and that the exhi- 
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1843. bition now making might possibly relieve them so far as 

;~ their rent 

^'Sept loth. Drove with wife and children down Second 
Street to see the old house of William Penn, and the old 
property of her mother's grandfather. Wife is weaning 
our babe. 

'^Oct, 6th, Son Richard came home from school to-day 
in good health, after an absence of nearly six months. In 
company with his mother and him I spent the evening at 
the Artists' Fund Institution. 

''Oct 14/A. Went to store and transacted some business, 
and at nine o'clock my wife called for me in carriage with 
our two oldest sons. Crossed the river, and drove to 
Moorestown, stopping about half an hour at hotel to rest 
horsies ; went to Mount Holly to dinner, and walked nearly 
an hour in the grounds of Nathan Dunn; came back by 
Centretown and Rancocustown, through Moorestown and 
Haddonfield, to James Wood's; lodged there, and in the 
morning went to meeting. 

''Oct 1 5 /A. Returned to James Wood's to dine, and in 
the afternoon came home, stopping an hour at S. Nichol- 
son's. The appearance of the country was much better 
than usual, owing to the wet season; the com crop being 
very large, and the grassfields very green, 

*'Oct i6th. Upon examining the assets of the Philadelphia 
Bank, I find, taking the post notes at sixty dollars, makes 
the stock worth ninety-one dollars, and if at seventy-five 
dollars, and the bank succeeds in the purchase of its stock 
to be sold by the State, it will be worth over par. It being 
the anniversary of our wedding, we had a little party of our 
friends. 

"Oct lyth. Rode before breakfast to R. R. farm, and 
found it quite cold. Attended meeting of North American 
Insurance Company. An animated discussion on the sub- 
ject of the loan to the Schuylkill Navigation Company, in 



RICHARD D. WOOD. 173 

which J. A. Brown stated the expense of carrying coal by 1 843. 
Reading Railroad was, so far as experienced, thirty-eight Jg^TT^ 
cents, including all repairs. Annual meeting of Union 
Benevolent Association. Speeches made by John Sergeant, 
Dr. Morris, and Mr. Chandler. 

^*Oct. 20th. Was appointed (yesterday) on a committee by 
the Philadelphia Bank to look after the property of the 
United States Bank to be sold by the trustees. Visited the 
exhibition of the Franklin Institute, which is more extended 
than usual I determined to contribute the amount neces- 
sary to make me a life-member. John Warder, our friend and 
opposite neighbor, died about eight o'clock this morning. 

**Oct 24.th. Rode before breakfast about six miles. Met 
two gentlemen at bank, who were fixed upon to purchase 
the stock of the institution to be sold by the State to-day. 
I gave them my plans, when we went to the sale, and suc- 
ceeded, with Mr. Perkins, spoken to yesterday, in getting all 
that was sold for the bank. 

*'Oct 2$th. The effect of the sale of the stocks by the 
State has been an increase in the price of all of them. I 
purchased one hundred and twenty shares of Philadelphia 
at seventy-eight dollars and fifty cents yesterday, which to- 
day are worth eighty-one dollars, and the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania has risen from one hundred and seventy to one hun- 
dred and ninety. Too rapid a rise, in my opinion. 

**OcL 2ith. Met committee of banks at the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania, but adjourned without effecting much. At one 
o'clock my wife left for Westtown to take our son Richard 
for a winter session. Our nurse and daughter Mary accom- 
panied her. Spent the evening at the Franklin Institute 
exhibition in hearing Dr. Patterson's lecture, 

'*Nov, I2th. Quite long sermons from John Pease, both in 
the morning and afternoon. He has a soft, nielodious voice^ 
with some imagination, and his scriptural quotations vety 
aptly made. He may be pronounced a very interesting 
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1843. preacher; but not a very powerful and exciting speaker. 
.^^iJTT^ Have finished Bosanquet's ' Rights of the Poor.' 

*^ Nov, i$tk. Lemon Hill has been bought by the city for 
seventy-five thousand dollars. Left home with wife at eight 
o'clock in cars for Columbia ; arrived at Oaklands about ten. 
We immediately started on foot to a farm, to be sold by a 
Mr. Williamson, near the village of Lyonville, Chester County. 
I walked round the farm with him, which is in good condi- 
tion, and contains about one hundred and eighty acres. 

"Nov. i6tk. Was called upon by a committee from the 
Mercantile Library Company,' in reference to the purchase 
of the building adjoining the Philadelphia Bank. In the 
evening attended sale of farms by Wolbert, and bid on the 
one described above sixty-two and half dollars per acre, 
when the auctioneer stated he must consult the owner before 
knocking it down. I withdrew my bid. 

"Nov, lith. Left at nine in cars for Trenton, and got there 
after a pleasant run of two hours. Was shown the property 
of the bank, to ascertain the value of which was the object 
of my visit ; and having been informed of its value by the 
superintendent, took the returning cars, and arrived in the 
city before three o'clock. 

"Nov, igtk, A long sermon this morning from a friend, 
Meader, and in the afternoon from Mrs. Collins, — ^the first 
I have heard from her since her return from England. 

"Nov, 20th, Rode for an hour. Returning, went to the 
Philadelphia Bank to dine with board of directors, elected 
to-day. Our dinner lasted till nearly seven, and many com- 
plimentary toasts were drunk. After dinner went to Board 
of Trade. Then to uncle J. Justice's for wife. 

"Nov, 22,d, Delightfully pleasant weather. The last few 
days may fairly be put down as the Indian summer for this 
year. Was called upon by W. Anderson, in reference to 
a purchase of the Valley Furnace lands, in Schuylkill 
County. Called upon Dundas to consult him on the pur- 
chase. Dr. Otto called a few minutes after tea. Wife, sister, 
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and self called upon John Pease, at Marmaduke Cope's; 1843. 
found him very pleasant and full of anecdotes, which he gave :^^rT^. 
with much glee. 

** Nov, 25/A. Had an interview with James Dundas, in re- 
lation to the Valley Furnace coal lands. At one, met the 
Finance Committee of the Union Benevolent Association, 
and agreed upon an address to the public for funds for the 
society. Received a present of half a barrel of cider from 
W. Osborne. 

"AW. 27/A. Wife and self went to see Wier's picture of 
the Sailing of the Pilgrims, now exhibiting at the Artists' 
Fund room. It is intended for a national painting, for the 
capitol, at Washington. 

** Nov, 28/A. Called upon Drs. Meigs and Horner, and 
appointed for them to meet at my house to-morrow. Saw 
Dr. Wood, who agreed to meet them. Met the North 
American Insurance Company, and discussed the propriety 
of selling the stocks of the company. Had an oyster supper. 
Came home after ten o'clock, and found my wife at G. M. 
Coates'. 

" Nov. 2gth. Drs. Homer, Meigs, and Wood came by ap- 
pointment. After consultation, they decided that it would 
be best not to operate during the winter, for fear the effect 
on my lungs would be dangerous. This grew out of Meigs's 
opinion. 

" Nov. yyth. Went up to the Hay-market and bought a 
hundred sheaves of rye straw, at six and a quarter cents. At 
a meeting to urge the reduction of postage, was called upon 
to act as secretary. Some resolutions were passed, and a 
committee appointed to memorialize Congress on the sub- 
ject. Reading the Statesmen of the Time of George the 
Third, by Lord Brougham. 

'^Dec. ^d. Went to evening meeting, perhaps the largest 
held this year. John Pease spoke, for a long time, beauti- 
fully; R. Shober prayed. Our brother Charles's son 
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Charles taken in a fit about fiv^, and is now, ten o'clock, 
lying in convulsions, and may not live till morning. 

'^Dec, 4/A. Found my brother's babe better this morning, 
though yet very ill. Directed Whartonby, who is making 
a silver pitcher, to be presented to Mr, Perkins by the Phil- 
adelphia Bank, to put their building upon it by chasing. 

^'Dec. yth. Came to Pottsville yesterday. Snow began to 
fall last evening about live o'clock, and continued to do so 
until the same hour this evening. Called at Miners' Bank 
and got dividend for Philadelphia Bank, and looked at the 
statement of the institution. Found the principal assets to 
consist of bonds and judgments, mortgages and real estate. 
The last item over a hundred thousand dollars. Accom- 
panied C. and Joseph Lawton, during the storm, to Orwigs- 
burg in a sleigh, and had an interview with Mr. Lesher, thi$ 
leading attorney of the county, about Lawton's affairs. 

**Dec, %th. Spent some time after breakfast at the opening 
of the Gate Vein, in conversation with Taylor & Clayton, on 
the prospect of working it. Saw Samuel Sillyman on the 
same subject. Talked with Joseph White, and walked to 
Port Carbon. Made a proposition to C. Lawton, and got 
from him ,a proposal in regard to the disposition of his 
Gate Vein tract, which is in a letter addressed to me. Con- 
sulted with Mr. Parry, as attorney, in reference to this case. 

*^Dec. nth. Had an unpleasant discussion at bank on ac* 
count of selling the post notes of the bank. Called upon 
Paul Farnum to ascertain what he knew in relation to C. 
Lawton's affairs. John Pease to tea, with Mordecai L. Daw- 
son, Margaret Cheston, Julianna Randolph, Dr. Wood and 
wife, and others. < 

^' Dec. I2th. Much headache last night. Our Mr. Yarrow 
left this morning for Brookville, Pennsylvania, to secure 
debts. Invitations on hand from Governor Coles and Dr. 
Horner for two evenings this week, which I have accepted. 
Spent the evening at the Athenaeum and at insurance 
office. 
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** Dec. 17/A. A slight cold and headache; I decided to 1 843. 
take medicine, and remain at home during the day. Much ^' J^ 
interested in reading Liebig's Letters on Chemistry, Phy- 
siology, and Agriculture, which treat these subjects ac- 
cording to the latest discoveries, and contain some things 
new to me. 

** Dec. lith. Attended meeting of Board of Trade, at half- 
past six, and, after the other business was gone through, 
moved that the board appoint a committee to memorialize 
the legislature on the payment of the interest of the State 
debt, which motion was adopted. Somewhat startled by a 
croupish affection of our Edward this evening. 

**Dec. igth. Spent the evening at the Union Benevolent 
Society ; a large meeting. Treasurer reported about three 
thousand dollars on hand. Saw Mr. Toland on the subject 
of the memorial of the State interest. 

"Dec. 29/A. Purchased a farm in Chester County of W. 
Williamson, containing one hundred and eighty acres, more 
or less, at sixty dollars per acre, and signed an agreement 
with him stipulating the terms, which was given to a gentle- 
man accompanying Williamson to hold for us jointly. I 
am not to have possession till the first of April. Wife at 
Dr. Wood's, at sewing*society. 

**Dec. ^ist The retrospect of the year, although showing 
no actual improvement in divine things, and leaving me the 
certainty of an unregenerate heart, is yet, I trust, not without 
hope. I have sometimes felt that I could approach in prayer 
to the footstool of a merciful God, and petition for an amend- 
ment of life, that my heart may be more weaned from a love 
of this world, and more given to my Redeemer and Saviour, 
and that in the hour of temptation I might be permitted to 
overcome. Lord, grant, I pray Thee, that this may be the 
case, for Jesus* sake. 
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" yan, 1st. Meeting of the stockholders of the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company ; there was considerable discussion on 
the question of giving them power to borrow money upon 
transferable certificates. Dined, and spent the day as usual, 
in company of relatives, at Dr. Wood's. 

" yan, 6th. Wrote to Jesse Thompson, who wishes to rent 
the farm just purchased in Chester County, that I should be 
at Lombardy Grove on Thursday. Eddie walked to the 
store with me after dinner. Paid a visit, after tea, to the 
Academy of Fine Arts and to T. P. Cope's, with my wife. 
As usual he was very pleasant and amusing, and told us 
many anecdotes. 

" yan, gth. Began to snow about eleven o'clock, and con- 
tinued throughout the day. Busily employed in forwarding 
memorial to the legislature to different persons throughout 
the State, to get signed and sent to Harrisburg. Dined with 
the directors of the North American Insurance Company, 
who yesterday agreed to make a dividend of fifteen per cent. 
I left early, for the purpose of continuing my work as above. 

" yan. 13/A. Called upon R. Toland and arranged for dis- 
tribution of the memorial to the legislature. Had several 
of them signed, and gave one that was signed to Joseph 
Mather, to send to Harrisburg. Acted as chairman of com- 
mittee appointed by the Mercantile Library to raise funds, 
and divided the city into districts. 

** yan. i8th. Several country merchants in town, and quite 
a respectable business doing. A party of friends to-night. 
The strangers among them were Mrs. Wissner, of New 
York, Mr. and Mrs. Horner, Rebecca Horner and brother, 
Miss Sherman, of Trenton. 
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" yan. 20tk Dr. Elwyn called and invited me to walk to 
the office of the Agricultural Society, and become a member 
of the association, which I did. Saw J. B. Myers, and agreed 
to beg for the Mercantile Library Company with him on 
Monday next At a small party at brother Charles's in the 
evening. 

" yan, 21 st. Began to snow after eleven o'clock, and con- 
tinued slowly all the day, falling on a hard foundation. Silent 
morning meeting, after which walked with wife to see a poor 
family, near Callowhill and Schuylkill Front Streets. They 
seem respectable, free from vice, and destitute for want of 
employment. Plug came out of front tooth, after having 
been in for nearly twenty years. 

" yan. 23^. Again with J. B. Myers collecting subscrip- 
tions for the Mercantile Library Company, and succeeded in 
obtaining, in the whole, one hundred and one shares. Left 
note for committee, with resignation. Read defence of Mr. 
Webster in the Commercial Advertiser; and went to take 
supper with the insurance company. 

" yan. jist Had an earnest conversation with the presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Bank on the subject of railroad 
bonds, objecting altogether to their being received as col- 
lateral security by the bank. 

" Feb, I2th. Attended, with wife, the lecture of Gliddon, on 
Egypt, it being the first of five which he proposes to deliver 
in the course of this week and the next. 

''Feb. \ph. Attended the third lecture of Gliddon, the 
subject being the destruction of the Pyramids by the Hyk- 
shos, Persians, Copts, Mamelukes, Arabs, and Modems. 
The arch, he declares, was known in Egypt long before the 
Greeks and Romans used it. His room is covered with 
pictures, — copies of those found in Egypt. 

" Feb. 24/A. Stormy night ; cleared before dinner, but a 
disagreeable northeaster in afternoon. Last evening, re- 
ceived from my sister Caroline a present of a guard-chain, 
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1844. made with her own hands, which I shall wear as a memento 

jjp — ' of her affection. She truly has a heart of strong and lasting 

tenderness, much more valuable than one governed by mere 

impulse. Mary Anna and Susan Longstreth to tea. Good 

and pleasant ladies. 

" Feb. 25 /A. Dr. Wood, who looked at Eddy's thigh, hopes 
it is better. He has now been more than a month on his 
back, and is yet unable to use his leg. The doctor thinks 
it may be a scrofulous affection. 

^* Feb. 2ytk. Nicholas Biddle died early this morning, of 
dropsy of the chest, produced by an affection of the heart. 
The disease probably brought about by extreme anxiety, 
from disappointed ambition, and the ingratitude of those he 
supposed his friends. 

" Feb. 28/A. Large number of Western merchants in the 
city, but many of them show a disposition to go to New 
York. Had some conversation with Caleb Hallowell on 
the subject of sending him there with a special partner- 
ship. Quite a large family party to supper, principally 
Randolphs. * 

** March gth. Took some cider to prevent sick headache, 
which it perhaps did. Called to purchase some of Joseph 
Bland, who declared he had cider more than five years old, 
and in good drinking condition. Attended the closing 
lecture of Mr. Gliddon, which seemed generally satisfactory. 

**March 14/A. Excessively busy at store. Market Street 
presents an appearance of business not exhibited since 1 8 36. 
Brought my little son Edward out of the nursery to take 
dinner with us, it being the first time for seven weeks. 

** March i^th. The carriage was at the door by seven this 
morning to start for James Wood's, to attend the funeral of 
his wife. Dr. Wood and wife, Charles, Horatio, and their 
wives, and Hannah, all went. 

** March 18/A. Had a negotiation at the Northern Liberty 
ibr my firm to-day, of ten thousand dollars, at six months, 
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at four per cent, per annum. Attended Board of^ Trade 
meeting, and appointed a committee to call town meeting to 
oppose the passage of a new tariff bill. Wife, two daughters, 
and the daughters of brother Charles, went to see and hear a 
lecture on optics, by John C. Cresson, in which he exhibited 
the magic lantern, much to their amusement. 

''March 2Stk. Left at seven o'clock in the Pottsville train. 
Got to the landing after twelve, and rode in the omnibus to 
Orwigsburg to dinner. Saw Mr. Loeser and Mr. Parry, and 
counseled with them in reference to the sale and purchase 
of the Gate Vein coal tract. 

''March 2gth, Took breakfast in company with Judge 
Elmer at Mr. Loeser's, having most delightful coffee. Went 
to the landing, took the cars, and had a charming ride home, 
which we reached a little after twelve. My .birthnight 
party, — an oyster supper. 

"March '^otk. Brother David exhibited to me a map of 
his plan for mills upon his property at Maurice River, and 
says he is willing to undertake to furnish two thousand 
inches of water, with twenty-one feet fall, and thinks it 
worth three dollars per inch rent. There has been a great 
fall in the price of Pennsylvania State stocks in a few days, — 
nearly fifteen per cent. 

"AprU }^d. Called yesterday upon H.Binney, Jr., to ascer- 
tain whether our case with the Commercial Bank of Cin- 
cinnati was likely to come on. He stated that it will 
probably be on in a week. Took tea with Dr. Wood, 
and gave him two letters of introduction to New Orleans 
and Nashville, a journey which he expects to take in a 
few days. 

"April \th. Weather so warm as to be quite oppressive in 
the sun ; the apricot-blossoms are opening in considerable 
number. The commencement of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, at which one hundred and fifty students received 
the diploma of doctor of medicine. Drove with wife and 

13 
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1844. two youngest children through Mantua Village, and across 
^i^TT^ to the Darby Road. 

''April 6tk Called upon Dr. Comstock with my son 
Richard. He examined him, and says he can cure his bad 
habit of enunciation. Dr. Wood, wife, and Anna E. Massey to 
tea. Gave Dr. W. a letter to Mr. Wheatley, of Memphis. 

''AprU %th. Went with Mr. Claghorn, as committee, to 
see the property at the corner of Sixth and Carpenter, for 
the Philadelphia Bank, and think it cheap at six thousand 
dollars. Met committee on the Chambersburg Railroad at 
» Mechanics* Bank, and decided to get Mr. R. M. Lewis to 
inspect the records. Took tea with a small party at C. S. 
Wood's. 

''April I \th. My wife, two oldest children, sister Caroline, 
and brother Nathaniel went to see a fellow calling himself 
the * Fakir of Ava,'* practicing juggling ; we found it to 
be as dull and unprofitable an exhibition as can be well 
imagined. A balancer, however, showed much skill. 

"April i%th. Rode before breakfast to the Railroad farm. 
Attended both morning and afternoon sittings of the Yearly 
Meeting. Heard the Westtown report, the Indian commit- 
tee, and that on education. Davis Reese to tea. Went to 
Exchange to attend quarterly meeting of the Board of Trade, 
and to an anti-annexation Texas meeting. 

"April 'ioth. Came home from the store and took a por- 
tion of laudanum, at half-past eight this morning, and pre- 
pared for Drs. Horner and Smith to operate on me for piles, 
which they got through in a few minutes, tying up the large 
tumor with wire, and giving me much pain.* Dr. Meigs 
was present by my request. I passed the remainder of the 
day in sleep. Dr. Smith stayed all night with me. 

"May 1st, Awoke this morning with considerable fever, 

* But eventually relieving him of an affection from which he had suffered 
constantly t and often very severely, for more than twenty years, with a quiet 
and patient endurance that few could have equalled. 
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and much distress, which Dr. Smith relieved with a cathe- 
ter. Fever abated through the day. Dr. Horner called to see 
me three times. Dr. Meigs paid me one visit. Day spent 
with some sleep, and in pleasant reading to me by my wife. 

'*May 2d, Wrote to S. F. Smith, president of the Philadel- 
phia Bank, in relation to dividend, and advised three and a 
half per cent. Wife copied the letter. Very little fever. 
Wife read the letters and papers on the subject of the an- 
nexation of Texas. 

" May 3^. Very little fever, but much troubled with 
flatulency. My Lombardy Grove tenant in, paid his week's 
produce, and took my horse Frank home with him. Let- 
ters received from Dr. Wood, by his wife, from Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

*'May t^th, I am gradually mending. Got up, and, putting 
on wrapper, walked across the room, and saw that the gar- 
den had increased much in foliage since my confinement. 
Wife read hymns and some religious books in the morning ; 
and in the afternoon the children went through their exer- 
cises of psalms, hymns, etc., in my room. D. C. and C. S. 
Wood paid me visits. 

'^May 6th. Dr. Horner told me this morning I might sit 
up, which privilege I used for an hour or two. Had some 
pain. Visits from J. F. Wood and N. Randolph. 

^'May ytk. One or two men shot at a meeting in Kensing- 
ton yesterday. Mr. Claghorn called to converse with me 
about the sale of some property of the Philadelphia Bank at 
Sixth and Carpenter Streets. St. Michael's Chapel was 
burned by the Native American party. 

"May 9>th. Had attack of sick headache before Dr. Hor- 
ner's visit, who recommended fifteen drops of hartshorn for 
it. Went down-stairs to dine for the first time since my 
operation. 

*'May gth. The mob excitement of the Native Americans 
increased up to last night, when St. Augustine's Church was 
burned. To-day a town meeting of citizens, in favor of pre- 
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1844. serving order, was held, and resolutions passed to enroll 

^' "^ themselves for the protection of the city ; and this evening I 

saw a large company of special policemen pass my house ; 

I suppose for the protection of the house of the sheriff. A 

visit from Dr. Meigs to-day. 

^'May loth. Feeling pretty well this morning. Went to 
store, and remained about an hour. On my return, found 
the doctor had paid me a visit and complained of my ab- 
sence without leave. 

*'May nth, A long visit from Dr. Horner, and a consid- 
erable conversation on the subject of religious sects. He is 
an ardent Roman Catholic, and is ready to defend all the 
doctrines and dogmas of that church. Walked down to the 
store and back at a very slow gait after dinner. 

*' May 19/A. At meeting, after an absence of the last two 
Sabbaths ; afternoon, silent. Read with interest a work, by 
Charlotte Elizabeth, called Judah's Lion. 

" May 20th, Was appointed on a committee by the Phila- 
delphia Bank with H. Corbit, to attend to the advertisement 
of the Buffalo property, and by the trustees of United States 
Bank to meet other bank committees. Wrote to Dr. Wood 
at Charleston. Took tea. with his wife ; a small party. 

'^ May 23^. My children preparing for a ride, with their 
aunt C, to Wissahiccon, to celebrate the birthday of our 
daughter Carry. 

''May 24/A. Met committee on thesubject of the purchase 
of the Buffalo property, and, not being able to settle upon 
any plan of action, appointed a sub-committee to confer 
with trustees. Philadelphia Bank sold, twenty thousand 
dollars of five per cent. State loan to-day at eighty-one 
dollars. Caroline spent the day with us, and read doctor's 
letters from New Orleans. 

''May 29/A. Had tooth plugged by Harrington, who 
talked much, and among other assertions stated his belief 
that the Almighty never suffered any person to be taken out 
of the world until after he had obtained forgiveness by re- 
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pentance, or was past repentance. The opinion was new to 1844. 
me, though, I presume, not original with him. ^ ' 

*' May 30/A. The Loco-foco nomination by the Baltimore 
Convention announced, this morning, James K. Polk, of Ten- 
nessee, for President, and S. Wright, of New York, for Vice- 
President, much to the surprise of everybody. Took tea 
with sister Caroline, and from there went to a gentleman's 
party at Dr. Morton's, where I met Dr. Brewster, from New 
York, a pleasant and intelligent man. 

*^yune 3^. Subscribed, at the request of Dr. Elwyn, towards 
getting up a zoological association. Called upon Joseph 
Mitchell in regard to the Buffalo trip, and he informed me 
that he should go on behalf of his bank. Caroline took tea 
with us ; she seems quite impatient for the arrival of her 
husband. 

**yune StA. Last evening at a public meeting of the Native 
American party, which was very large. Dr. Wood returned 
this afternoon, after an absence of nearly two months, on a 
trip through the Western States, down to New Orleans, and 
from thence, by Mobile, through Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, and Virginia, accompanied by Dr. Mayer, son of 
the clergyman. 

*'yune gt/t. Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's, in company 
with Colonel Huger, of South Carolina, an old gentleman 
somewhat famous for an attempt to accomplish the escape 
of Lafayette from Olmutz. 

"^une 15/A. Paid Sheridan for use of his horse up to to- 
day, and engaged him at seventy-five cents per day for the 
future, or have him at eighty-five dollars as a purchase, to 
be optional with myself. Family left for Lombardy Grove 
for the summer. 

"^une 20th, Left Lombardy Grove* with wife, son R., 

* On a long-promised trip to the Falls of Niagara, which some business of 
the Bank of the United States that my husband had been appointed to attend to 
at BuffAlo, made expedient at this time. 
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1844. and daughter M.; drove to Downingtown, and, finding train 
would not arrive for some time, went to Coatesville, and 
there learned that the train did not stop short of Parkesburg. 
Drove to that place, and as the cars soon came up, left my 
family to go on in our carriage, and, taking the cars, 
where I found R. M. Lewis and J. P. Hutchinson, proceeded 
toChambersburg, stopping a short time at Carlisle to see E. 
Biddle, the treasurer of the Cumberland Valley Railroad. 

''yune 2ist. Left Chambersburg in the cars at eight, after 
having made an inspection of the railroad, and proceeded to 
Carlisle, where we dined; and after spending two hours in 
conversation about the affairs of the railroad with president 
and treasurer, left in a small horse car, and got to Harris- 
burg. Examined the railroad bridge, which we found not 
to be in good condition. Took up quarters at Wilson's. 

^'June 22d, Awakened early; breakfasted with Messrs. 
Lewis and Hutchinson, who proceeded homeward in the 
train at seven. Conversed for two hours with Mr. McCIure, 
principally on the subject of Cumberland Valley Railroad. 
Family arrived about eleven, having gone by Columbia and 
Marietta, and travelled through the storm. We went to the top 
of the capitol, and spent a short time in the State Library, 
and in walking about the town, which is improving, con- 
taining, according to estimation, seven thousand inhabitants, 
and owes one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

''June 2id, All of us went to hear Mr. De Witt preach, 
and were pleased with his sermon. He stands high in the 
New School Presbyterian Church. The appearance at Har- 
risburg on* the river front is very good. Left about four, 
and had a most pleasant drive to Duncan's Island. 

''yune 24/A. Left with Mr. Ticknor, of Boston, and family 
about eight o'clock, bidding good-by to Mrs. Duncan and 
her fertile island of three hundred and sixty acres. Went to 
Millerstown to dine, — a tidy and obliging landlady; then, 
travelling a rough road, got to Mifflinstown before six. 

'*yune 2 5 /A. Left at seven, and had a very pleasant ride to 
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Lewistown. Were called upon by J. Milliken and daughter, 1844. 
and Mr. Watson and wife. Had warm but not unpleasant ^^^^ 
drive to Thompsontown. Mr. Thompson keeps quite a 
good house, being a respectable farmer. Has a pleasant 
stream in front of his house, called Laurel Run. 

*'yune 26tk. Having left Thompson's about six this very 
warm morning, soon began to ascend the Tussey Moun- 
tain, which was long and rough. Walked to the summit. 
Stopped a short time at Potter's Mills, and spoke to James 
Potter, and again at Potter's Fort. Got to Bellefonte before 
twelve, and spent the remainder of the day. Visited the big 
spring. 

'^yune 27th, Left Bellefonte at six, and soon arrived at 
the Alleghany House, at the foot of the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, where we saw a large number of raftmen, returning 
from taking rafts down the river. Walked to the top of the 
mountain, and enjoyed the extensive prospect of mountains 
and valleys. Got to Philipsburg and to McGirk's, a tolerably 
good house with a neat garden. 

" yune 28/A. From Philipsburg drove smartly to Curwins- 
ville, on the West Branch. There were a number of rafts 
grounded just at the village, and many more scattered along 
the river, from its source to Lock Haven, — owing to the 
short continuance of the freshet. Went to Luthersburg to 
sleep, and was pleasantly surprised with our fare. 

" yuly 2d, Left Franklin about seven, in a dense fog, 
which soon cleared off. Crossed the French Creek, and 
after passing the hill had an excellent road to Meadville. 
Walked over the town, said to contain eighteen hundred 
people. It appears to be a place of some business, — 3. 
feeder to the Eri^ Canal. 

" yuly id, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Heidekop- 
per, and Mr. Morrison called upon us after breakfast, and 
took us over their college, which we found in a dilapidated 
condition. In the afternoon walked over the grounds of the 
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widow of Judge Baldwin, who had but just built and im- 
proved them. He has left his estate in an involved condition. 

" yuly 4/A. Left Meadville before seven. Was under the 
necessity of putting on overcoat to keep warm. Stopped a 
short time at Waterford to feed, and got to Erie before 
three; called upon Mr. Curry, the agent of the trustees, who 
introduced me to Mr. Walker, the attorney. 

" yuly ^th. About midnight the steamer was announced, 
and we all aroused to go on board. Drove down and waited 
some time. It proved to be the Ben Franklin, and I agreed 
with the captain to take us to Buffalo for ten dollars. Had 
pleasant passage. 

'' July 6th. Dr. Burwell called upon us early this morning 
with carriage, and accompanied us over the town, showing 
the improvements. Col. Blossom also called, and promised 
to send me a valuation of the property given to the trus- 
tees. All these gentlemen are remarkably obliging. Left 
Buffalo after dinner, and had a delightful ride of about three 
hours, stopping at the Cataract House. 

" yuly yth. Took walk with children after breakfast, and, 
returning, was accompanied by them and wife to the Presby- 
terian meeting. In the afternoon went to Goat Island with 
my family, and read for an hour. Spent the evening in the 
parlor, and had quite a polemical discussion with Herman 
Cope, who has become an ardent churchman. 

''yuly Stk, After breakfast, accompanied by wife, both 
children, and servant, crossed over to the Canada side, and, 
taking a carriage, rode up through Drummond Village to 
Lundy's Lane, and from there to the burning spring. Were 
left by our coachman at Table Rock, at which place and 
its neighborhood we spent the morning. Went to, but not 
under, the water, and was struck by the appearance of the 
Crescent Fall from behind the old mill. 

" yuly 9/A. Walked to the Tower, and finding the view so 
good, as the wind was down the river, sent a request to my 
wife to come down with her son. She came, and was much 
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delighted, the spray being blown from the fall. Descended 
the Biddle Staircase alone, without much gratification. After 
dinner walked with son to the Whirlpool. 

" yuly nth. Left with all our party for Fort Niagara. 
Drove to Lewiston in less than an hour. Walked to the 
river ; then rode up to the fort ; was shown all over it by 
the commander. Crossed the riVer to the town of Niagara, 
and, walking over it, recrossed in the boat in which we went. 
On our return, stopped at the mineral spring and looked at 
the rapids. Bathed at the head of Goat Island, at the point 
where the waters divide. 

**yuly i6tL Walked up to the mineral spring and re- 
turned to dine; the water contains considerable sulphur* 
Our friends, the Kings and Howells, left after dinner for Os- 
wego. Intended spending some time at the Tower after 
dinner. On the way, on Goat Island, missed our son, which 
prevented our getting there, as it took some time and trouble 
to find him. Agreed to meet Mr. Claghorn at Buffalo to- 
morrow evening. 

*'3^uly lyth. At six o'clock left in the cars for Buffalo. 
Found several representatives from Pennsylvania, and went 
with them to examine the property of the bank. Our ex- 
aminations and inquiries were minute. The committee 
settled prices at which they were willing to buy, and de- 
puted me to bid. Saw Mr. Wilson, formerly of Philadelphia. 
Colonel Blossom was very obligingly attentive. 

''^uly iStA, Re-examined several parts of the property, 
and at ten o'clock went to the court-house, where the sale 
was held, and bid upon several stores, but did not make a 
purchase, nearly all of it selling for more than I was willing 
to buy at, although a few lots sold cheap ; whole amount, 
one hundred thousand dollars. Left in the cars at five, and 
got to the Falls to tea. 

^'July igth. Made our farewell visits to most of the points 
of view on the American side, and, after settling our bills, 
left the Falls, probably forever, for Lockport. Roads muddy, 
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1844. and much rain before reaching our place of destination. 
^p^r Saw several boats pass the locks of five lifts in twenty 
minutes each ; but we were told that a boat has been passed 
through the whole five locks in seven and a half minutes. 

''^ufy 20tA, After walking through the town of Lockport, 
and going down the canal in search of mineralogical speci- 
mens, left for Batavia, with muddy roads. Passed some of 
the finest wheatfields I have ever seen ; the harvest just 
fairly begun. Very few villages on the road. The land 
generally of sandy loam. Crossed a swamp of a mile in 
breadth. • 

'*yufy 22d. On account of the sickness of my horse Jim, 
was compelled to look for another. Bought a black one 
from a Mr. Godfrey for ninety dollars. Left for Avon after 
four, and had a warm, dusty ride, reaching there about eight, 
and putting up at Mr. Phillips's. Mr. Tompkins, of Ba- 
tavia, pointed out the farms of Le Roy and Newbold as we 
entered the town of Avon. 

*'yuly 23^. Rose early, and walked about a mile to the 
springs. They are strongly sulphurous and unpleasant. Mr. 
Tompkins took me over his farm, and showed me fields 
upon which he stated he had raised forty bushels of wheat 
per acre, and the present owner told me his crop this year 
will be thirty-five bushels. Left Avon before three, and 
had unpleasant rainy ride to Canandaigua, perhaps one of 
the finest villages in the United States. 

^^yuly 25/A. Left Geneva at half-past seven, in steamer, 
for the head of Seneca Lake. The sides of the lake are 
both under cultivation, and would have appeared beautiful 
had the day been bright. Got to Jefferson at twelve, to Ha- 
vana to lunch ; had muddy ride to Elmira. 

''July 2yth, Tried a black horse belonging to a Mr. Pome- 
roy, with which I was much pleased, and offered him a bay 
horse and one hundred and twenty-five dollars for him. He 
declined the offer, and we left Troy about eight, following the 
course of the Lycoming Creek, through a very bad road, for 
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about twenty-five miles, to Ralston. On the road saw the 
quarters of a deer just killed ; bought his antlers.* 

^'July 28/A. Passed the day pleasantly in reading the 
Bible and other good books, both in the house and woods. 
My son bathed and fished last evening, catching no trout, 
however. Of the latter we had an abundant supply, having 
them at every meal. Mr. Pomeroy, of Troy, appeared in the 
evening, bringing his horse, and I concluded to take him at 
my offer. 

^^jfuly 2gth. Left about seven, and had an extremely rough 
ride for twelve miles. Our new team performed well. We 
stopped a short time at Trout River, and reached Williams- 
port at twelve o'clock. Left after tea, and had a tedious 
journey of fifteen miles to Muncy, getting there before ten. 
The roads very hilly. Stopped at Wells*s Hotel. 

^'yuly '^pth. From Muncy had a tedious drive to Danville, 
where we arrived before twelve. Went with wife to see the 
furnaces in operation. There are three at work, with pros- 
pect of more. Saw also the butt-hinge factory. In the 
evening cam^ to Catawissa. 

*^yuly 3 1 J/. Left Catawissa about eight, and very soon 
began to ascend the Little Mountain. Afterward crossed 
the Big and Broad Mountains ; altogether a tedious and 
most laborious drive, about three miles per hour. Got to 
Pottsville before seven in the evening. From there, the next 
day, to Mohrsville, and thence, on August second, to Rea4- 
ing to dine. Called to see Mrs. Morris, and walked through 
the town, which is improving. Left after dinner, and had 
rough drive by the Plough Tavern and Joanna Furnace, to 
David Mast's, a most miserable place of entertainment. 

**Aug. 3^. Left our poor tavern at seven, having a pleasant 
ride and prospect from the Welsh Mountains, and seeing 
many Whigs bound to a meeting of their party, to be held at 

* Now in our hall at MillviUe. 
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Lyonville, in the wood adjoining our farm. Got to Lom- 
bardy Grove before ten, and found our family well. 

"Aug". 4/A. Attended Uwchlan meeting with wife' and 
children, and after dinner set out for home, reaching the 
bridge in something less than five hours. Went to see 
cousin Elizabeth Bacon, who is near her end, and is most 
willing to go. 

''Au^-, 5 /A. In my place at bank, and found the profits of 
the institution have been large during my absence. Went 
to the sale of the Delaware Division. There was but one 
bid at par, and that only for three shares. The sale was 
adjourned till to-morrow. Engaged in answering and ex- 
amining letters received during my absence. 

^^Aug, gth. Had conversation with James Dundas on 
the subject of coal lands. He thinks them a good object 
of investment. Engaged Mr. Leavitt to come to our em- 
ploy at one thousand dollars per annum, he acting the part 
of salesman. 

''Aug. loth. Took breakfast with wife and sister Hannah 
about five o'clock. Left for Lombardy Grove at six, having 
a pleasant ride, except a few minutes' rain. Arrived about 
eleven, and was soon busy pulling up weeds on the farm. 
Tenant putting manure on his fallow. Examined the 
grounds and fences with a mason, preparatory to building 
stone fence. 

''Aug. nth. Had all my family, wife, children, and sister, 
at breakfast, for the first time since the -twentieth of June. 
Attended Uwchlan meeting, which is very small, and after 
dinner started for the city, bringing wife and son Richard. 
The atmosphere was quite cool before reaching home. 

"Aug. 14/A. This morning, and for several past mornings, 
rode before breakfast, and find that I feel more comfortable 
through the day for so doing. Borrowed ten thousand 
dollars at five per cent. Paid a note at Philadelphia Bank 
of same amount. Went with wife to E. Bacon's, with whom 
she is going to sit up to-night. Finished the examination 
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of ledger E this day, and compute the losses of the accounts 
on it at forty thousand dollars. 

^^Aug, i$tk. My wife returned from her nursing with 
information that cousin E. was better. Busy examining 
ledger D to-day, and find the losses on it will exceed sixty 
thousand dollars, — making the total for five years more 
than a hundred thousand dollars ; pretty large. It is well 
there is profit enough to cover them. 

**Aug: i6th. Rode before breakfast, and took my son R. 
on Bill,* who went very gently for about one mile, when, 
after a few times rearing, he threw "him off, without injury, 
and I led the horse home. Called upon J. Tatum about 
poudrette, and on Sweetzer about guano, both of which I 
intend purchasing to experiment on my farm. 

''Aug. lyth. At half-past five I started for Lombardy 
Grove, taking wife and son Richard. Got there in some- 
thing less than five hours, and was busily employed during 
the rest of the morning in destroying weeds. Found corn 
and potatoes suffering very much for want of rain. After 
dinner went to see a stone fence on my neighbor Wollerton's 
grounds, which I liked. 

**Aug. 27///. Wrote to Dr. Wood at Schooley's Mountain, 
in reply to his of the 21st. Called to see Mr. Fleming at 
the American. The chairman of the Whig Convention for 
the city proposed nominating me for the Councils, which 
honor I declined. 

**Aug, 29/A. Read Webster's speech at Albany. It is in- 
structive to all political students. At bank, this morning, 
had quite a large offering and discount, at six per cent. 
After dinner started at two o'clock for Lombardy Grove, 
on Frank, taking the Haddington Road. 

"Sept, 3^. Left Lombardy Grove about half-past seven, 
with all my family, wife and five children, and their 
nurse, and, after a pleasant drive, reached the Schuylkill 
Bridge in five hours. Found things in good order at home, 
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1844. and considerable business at the store. Took son Richard 
^^iJTT^ to Mr. Crawford, as introductory to sending him to his 
school. My little ones, wife, and sister, have spent a pleas- 
ant summer at our farm. It may, perhaps, be the novelty 
that pleases, but I have certainly enjoyed the time spent 
there much more than at watering-places. 

''Sept iith. Our cousin, E. Bacon, died last night. She 
has been gradually going for the last three months. Her 
end has been peaceful, and her expectations of a happy 
eternity very strong. Bought and paid for fifteen t6ns coal, 
at three dollars and eighty-seven and a half cents ; thirty 
barrels of charcoal, at twenty-three cents. The stone coal 
was Schuylkill white ash. 

''Sept. \2th. Saw C. Henry Fisher in relation to his con- 
versation with Dr. Wood, at Schooley's Mountain, on the 
subject of the Philadelphia Bank making discounts on stocks, 
which was satisfactory. In attempting to put on a new 
boot, strained my back, which has given me some discom- 
fort through the day. 

"Sept i^tk, S. Randolph informed me, this morning, of 
the death of Dr. Charles F. Randolph, and W. Maule invited 
us, this evening, to his funeral, to-morrow, from his late 
residence at Frankford. 

" Sept 30/A. Market and Front Streets both very generally 
ornamented with flags, belonging to the WhigSt The one 
raised on our own store excited a good deal of discussion 
and some feeling between Horatio and James Abbott. In 
the evening, with brother Charles, at a very large meeting 
of Native Americans. 

" Oct, 1st Rode to the corner of Broad and South to see 
the procession organize; returned home, and finding my 
wife and children had gone to Dr. J. Randolph's to see it, I 
went there for them. After dinner rode out to the field of 
meeting, taking wife and children, and heard Daniel Webster 
speak. 
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^^ Oct. ^th. Loco-foco torch-light procession last night; 1844. 
made considerable bustle in the city, although not so large ^"Tj 
as apprehended, consisting of only about five thousand per- 
sons. Our porters show some indications of voting differ- 
ently from our wishes. Read with much interest the speech 
of D. Webster, delivered at Valley Forge on Thursday last. 

^^ Oct, %th. Delightfully pleasant day, which was the more 
welcome as it was the day of our general election, which has 
been conducted with spirit; but I fear much its results for the 
Whig CcTuse. Dr. Wood and wife got home from Schooley's 
Mountain, and were with us to tea. We went together to 
give his vote, and found a very large crowd on the ground. 

" Oct. gtk. Every Whig face is clothed in smiles this 
morning, at the result of the election yesterday, being more 
than four thousand for the Whig gubernatorial candidate. 
Settled D. C. Wood's indebtedness with the Penn Township 
Bank by giving them his notes indorsed by Dr. Wood and 
myself Spent the evening at brother Charles's. 

''Oct. nth. At the request of the president of the North 
American Insurance Company, I went to examine an invoice 
of goods damaged in the Ohio, and advised him to compro- 
mise. Took tea at Dr. Wood's. Attended the meeting of 
the Union Benevolent Association to prepare for the annual 
meeting for Tuesday next. 

''Oct. I2th. Taking an early breakfast with wife, we left 
home about six, in the cars, for Woodbury, where we took 
the stage for Millville, passing Glassboro', Little Ease, and 
Malaga. Got to the furnace belonging to my brother at 
three. Walked about the furnace and over the grounds 
with Daniel Large, who accompanied my brother down to 
look at his water-power. 

"Oct. \6th. (Returned to town last evening.) Went on 
board the steamer Ohio, after breakfast, upon an invitation 
from the Reading Railroad Company. Went up to Rich- 
mond, a large company of us. After examining the wharves, 
took the cars, and rode up to Norristown depot, where I 



196 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

1844. left the company going on to Pottsville, and returned in time 
"T""^^ for dinner. In the afternoon sent political circulars to our 
^ friends. 

"Oct, 2ist A most splendid aurora borealis last even- 
ing, between ten and eleven. Rode this morning to my 
Railroad farm, and around by Girard College, nearly all the 
columns of which are up. ' Afterward met Board of Trade, 
and, soon getting through, went to meeting of Union Be- 
nevolent Association, at which committees for this year were 
appointed. 

" Nov, $th. Received a note from Dr. Wood inviting me to 
his lecture. I attended, and was much gratified by its spirit 
and delivery. After it was over, I went with the crowd to 
hear Dr. Jackson's introductory, which was a well-written 
philosophic discourse. 

''Nov, 6th, An express arrived from New York, bringing 
intelligence of twenty-one hundred majority for Polk in that 
city, which looks very ominous for Mr. Clay's success. Left 
home on my horse Black, and had rather an unpleasant 
ride of five hours to Lombardy Grove. 

" Nov. 1 2tk, Spent part of the morning looking into my 
brother David's affairs, with a view to his making an ar- 
rangement with E. T. Randolph for advances. Saw him 
also in the afternoon upon the same subject. At the North 
American Insurance office, and proposed borrowing their 
money at five per cent. 

''Nov, isth, E. T. Randolph left yesterday for Milford, 
Delaware, for the purpose of inspecting ore lands belonging 
to D. C. Wood. I declined dining with the directors of the 
Philadelphia Bank, at Head's, believing it my duty to abstain 
from gratifications of a purely sensual character, and hope I 
may be strengthened in all good resolutions. 

" Nov, 2$th. Bought Schuylkill Navigation at twenty-four 
dollars and fifty cents, — a price which I think the future will 
warrant. Had a small party of my own and wife's family. 
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"iVw. 26/A. At a meeting at the North American Insur- 1844. 
ance office this evening ; quite a discussion on the propriety ^^' ~ 
of indirectly employing C. J. Ingersoll to aid them in getting 
the French claims, prior to 1800, through Congress, he 
being a member. Dr. Elwyn to tea, after which I went to 
the Exchange to see a sale by the trustees. 

" Nov, 28/A. Some indications that money will, for some 
time, remain in demand at six per cent, and above. Was 
called on by E. Wilcox, who proposed to give me the note 
of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, at six months, with 
collateral security at interest and a commission of four per 
cent. Wife went to friend Piersol's to tea. Brother Horatio 
had a long conversation with me this evening on the subject 
of his withdrawal from our concern. 

" Dec, 2d, Was called upon by D. C. Wood, to borrow 
money ; by a Mr. Lanning, to be employed at Millville Fur- 
nace ; E. T. Randolph, on the subject of his forming a part- 
nership with me for the purpose of conducting the business 
of the furnace. 

" Dec, yth. My daughter's birthday ; she had a party of 
• about a dozen young friends. 

" Dec, gth. Left, in the railroad-cars, for Pottsville, after 
going to the store, and had some conversation with G. Pat- 
terson in reference to the price of the Mahanoy coal lands, 
and authorized him to offer Sanderson six dollars and fifty 
cents per acre for a thousand acres. Received a letter from 
Mr. H. C. Corbit, took passage for Northumberland in 
stage, and had a cold night's ride, arriving about five a.m. 

''Dec, nth. Left Danville, in the carriage, a little after 
seven, after visiting the furnaces there, and, travelling over a 
rough road, got to the Bear Gap at eleven. Stopped and 
warmed, and drove to Mortimer's to dine. While dinner was 
preparing, walked with G. Patterson over the Locust Moun- 
tain to look for the coal veins on his tract of land, which he 
assumes to be there. Got to Pottsville about dusk. 

14 
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''Dec, 14/A. Made B. V. Marsh an offer as book-keeper, 
which he most probably will accept, and come to us on 
Wednesday next. Much occupied with persons calling on 
business of the furnace. 

''Dec, 1 5 /A. Walked with son and George Randolph to 
Schuylkill Bridge. Went to evening meeting for the first 
time this season, and heard a long and practical sermon 
from John Pease, beginning with * Almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian.' 

"Dec, \6th. It seems pretty evident that the interest on 
the State debt due in February will be paid, as the funds of 
the State are now over six hundred thousand dollars. Had 
a long conversation with S. W. Roberts, the president of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company. He is earnest in his de- 
clarations as to the ultimate success of that company. Board 
of Trade this evening. 

"Dec, ijth. Paid a visit to D. C. Wood in reference to the 
mortgage on his Jersey estate. Attended a meeting of the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, for the purpose of choos- 
ing an actuary, which resulted in the choice of Davis B. 
Stacey, and at the North American Insurance Company, for 
the purpose of fixing the war clause in their policies. Party ' 
at John Cooper's. 

"Dec, iStA. All hands have been very busy at the store 
taking an account of the stock, which is done with more 
nicety than usual, as Horatio C. Wood retires from the firm, 
and W. H. Bacon as book-keeper. Went into the new 
custom-house, which is very complete, to sign bond for the 
sloop Ann and Mary Ann. Attended meeting of the di- 
rectors of the Cumberland Valley Railroad at the Penn- 
sylvania Bank. 

"Dec, igth, Richard Randolph proposed to me to be- 
come a director in the Schuylkill Navigation Company. I 
decline unless he remains in the direction. 

"Dec. 2ist, Spent an hour and a half with the president 
of the Reading Railroad, and George W. Edwards, its grand 
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contriver, to look into the condition of its affairs, as far as 
would be made known, for the purpose of determining 
whether to accept the offer of director of the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company, and gave them grounds upon which 
the latter was willing to compromise. 

**Dec. 22d, An interesting sermon from John Pease, this 
morning, from the text, 'Without faith it is impossible to 
please God/ His beautiful language, melodious tones, and 
kind manner make him loved by all his hearers. R. Ran- 
dolph took tea. Sick headache all day. 

" Dec, 23^. A young man by the name of Edward Y. 
Townsend, whom I engaged, came to us to-day as ap- 
prentice, and also several others. After tea took my son 
Richard to the University rooms to hear the senior class 
make some original declamations. 

''Dec. 2$tk. Met Frank Buck in the Exchange, who pro- 
posed to me to loan the Little Schuylkill Company one 
hundred thousand dollars, and receive as compensation for 
doing so one hundred thousand in the stock of the com- 
pany, which he says will soon be worth par. My son R. 
had some company to celebrate his natal day. 
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^^yan, \st Took our annual dinner at Dr. Wood's. 

^'yan, 3^. Had an interview with Peter S. Parker, and 
made contract with him for the purchase of mortgage on D. 
C. Wood's furnace tract, and signed agreement to that effect. 
Was introduced to Mr. Ellet, at the Schuyl. Nav. office, 
and talked on the subject of increasing the navigation. 

''yan, ^th. A short sermon by S. Bettle, Jr. He is now 
before the select meeting as a candidate for the ministry, 
and his sermons and general conduct are such as to recom- 
mend him to their approval, so far as I am able to judge. 

*'yan. 6tk, At a meeting of the stockholders of Schuylkill 
Navigation Company, and remained three hours; Dr. Wood 
presided, and the meeting was quite enthusiastic on the sub- 
ject of enlarging the canal. At Gliddon*s lecture upon 
the Pyramids, which was largely attended for so stormy an 
evening. 

" yan, jth. Having yesterday been elected a manager of 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company, I called at the office 
this morning and had some conversation with the president 
and Mr. Darlington, a director. Sold a lot of lead to W. 
Wetherill. 

" yan. Zth, After reading letters, left my store, and calling 
upon W. L. Abbott, he went with me to the Pottsville cars, 
and we had a pleasant ride to Pottsville. Immediately after 
dinner I called upon S. Sillyman, who agreed to accompany 
us to Tamaqua in' the morning. 

''yan, ()th. Snow last night, which mended the sleighing 
very much. After breakfast left with Samuel and Charles 
Sillyman and W. L. Abbott. Stopped at Belmont to see the 
mining fixtures of the Lewis vein, worked by Mr. Oliver. 
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Proceeded to Middleport, and dined at that place after exam- 
ining the openings in search of coal veins on the lands of 
Captain McCandless. Went to Tamaqua, and, examining 
the veins with Messrs. Alexander and Carter, lodged there. 

" Jan, lotk. Left for the summit mines of Mauch Chunk 
Company* Went through the mine, which we found very 
extensive, but worked at an immense expense, by uncover- 
ing, and quarrying, and raising to the summit before de- 
scending to the Lehigh. Returned, stopping at Tamaqua 
and Middleport, and got to Pottsville, having had two days 
of good sleighing. 

"J?/z;/. iT^th, At the Philadelphia Bank at ten; at the 
North American Insurance office at eleven ; examining and 
calculating duties on goods just imported, till dinner-time ; 
after which, answering letters until dark ; then at the Board 
of Trade until nine, after which, I gave instructions to E. T. 
Randolph, who goes to Millville to-morrow. 

" yan. i$tk. Called on Mr. Richardson, of Glenmore, and 
invited him to tea. Had a long interview with M. Newkirk 
on the subject of the loan to the Little Schuylkill Navigation, 
and with Colonel Biddle in reference to a loan contracted 
with the savings institution, which I declined taking, as he 
demanded an immediate answer. 

**yan, igth. Called to see John Yarrow, whom I found 
quite sad at the loss of his babe. Called to see Roberts, 
and in the evening had a long conversation with C. Ellet 
about financiering for the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 

*'yan. 2^h. Had an extremely long spell of coughing 
before getting up, but went to store. S. Sillyman called to 
see about the purchase for Tams and McCandless. Stopped 
at Philadelphia Bank and at the Schuylkill Navigation office 
on my way home, where I decided to remain for a few days 
and attend to the doctor's prescriptions. W. D. Lewis and 
John C. Cresson called, on behalf of the Navigation Com- 
pany, in the evening, and D. C. Wood spent two or three 
hours conversing on the subject of the furnace. 



1 




202 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

'^yan, 2yth. Made an agreement with J. McCandless, S. 
Sillyman, and Samuel Tams for the purchase of a third of 
three tracts of coal land, fifty dollars per acre, and signed the 
articles this evening. I hope my cough is something better. 

''yan, y^th. Called together by the committee on the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad, to determine whether we 
would purchase the road, which we declined to do. Met 
the finance committee of the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany to adopt form of loan, which we accomplished. John 
Sergeant was there. Entered goods at custom-house. 

*^Feb, 1st, Coldest day of the winter; thermometer at 
eight P.M. at eleven degrees. The legislature, to their great 
credit, passed a resolution, almost unanimously, to pay all 
the money in the treasury to the interest of the State debt 
due to-day. Wistar-party at Dr. Wood's, where I found 
the old set of doctors, and his other friends. 

" Fed. 3^. Called twice at Pennsylvania Bank for interest 
on State loan, but found so great a crowd I left without it. 
Rode to Railroad farm and received rent. At Gliddon's 
lecture with wife and son, and was interested in his readings 
from the hieroglyphics of the battles of the Egyptians. I 
am reading the Life of Wesley, by Southey,' with much 
interest. 

'*Fe6. 6th, It is two days since any mails have been re- 
ceived from New York, owing to the great fall of snow 
filling up the railroad. A wedding party went to Arch 
Street meeting under the expectation that the groom would 
arrive from New York, but he did not come. Wife and 
sistier have gone with Dr. Wood on a sleighing party to 
Whitehall. Spent evening in studying a pamphlet, by 
* Examiner,' on the Reading Railroad. 

" Feb, ^th. Left in the cars for farm, having for company 
Ex-Governor Porter, Mr. Grubb, and Judge Burnside. With 
the two first had an interesting conversation on iron-making, 
both being engaged in furnaces. Not finding either of my 
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men at the farm, I looked around it, walked back to the 1845. 
Oaklands, got home about nine o'clock, and wertt to Dr. ^JetTTs. 
Elwyn's Wistar-party. 

'^Feb, i$tk. Distributing pamphlets just issued by Ellet, 
on the prospects of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, 
and hope soon to see its effect. Stopped at the office and 
subscribed ten thousand dollars to the loan. I have sug- 
gested that it maybe well to reduce the tolls one-half to the 
first of June. A party of friends this evening, among them 
Mr. G. R. Gliddon, who expects to leave for Egypt in the 
spring. 

**Feb, lytk. Distributed pamphlets by Ellet. Was called 
upon by D. C. Wood, with letter from Elmer in relation to 
his claim against him, to which . I replied. Had a long 
session at the Board of Trade, in which Mr. Harmer Denny 
was introduced, and made a long speech in favor of the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad extension to Pittsburg. 

*^Feb. 18/A. Spent the morning at the meeting of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, and with C. Ellet, Jr., 
subsequently. Evening at W. Jenks's and at the Union 
Benevolent Society, the latter being a full meeting. 

**Feb, igth. Rode over the Schuylkill to the Fairmount 
locks, and saw the process by which the ice is taken out by 
Fetters, who obtained a loan for the purpose. Received a 
letter from Lewis R. Ashhurst in relation to Ellet's pamphlet, 
and wrote him a reply. 

**Feb. 20th. Received reply from L. R. Ashhurst, which was 
not very civil, to say the least of it At the North Ameri- 
can Insurance office. Met John A. Brown, who demanded 
of me if I charged him with intending to make any conceal- 
ment in publishing the report of the Reading Railroad, to 
which I promptly replied I did not. 

**Feb.2ist, Inclosed Mr. Ashhurst's letter in blank, and 
returned it to him. Rode home to dinner, going up the 
Ridge Road. R. Randolph) who has just returned from 
his Texas farms, to tea, with Dr. Wood and wife. We 
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1845. pressed him strongly on the subject of subscription to the 
^^^^ Schuylkfll Navigation loan. 

''Feb, 2$th. Busily employed in writing letters and remit- 
ting to correspondents in England. Attended Navigation 
Company meeting, the engineers of which are gone to 
Reading to examine, downward, the condition of the canal, 
with an eye to its enlargement. Selling many goods to 
Southern and Western men. At North American Insur- 
ance office to a supper. 

" Feb. 26th, At eight left for Lombardy Grove. By an 
accident, in overtaking a baggage train, was enabled to get 
out at Walkertown, and got to farm about eleven. Found 
Jim spreading lime, and Zooks building fence. After 
settling with Z. and paying tax to Gordon, left on Frank, 
whom I found quite lame, and travelled only to the Spread 
Eagle. 

*'Feb, 2ytk. Was called by the landlady, after five, and, 
getting on my horse, started for home on one of the pleas- 
antest mornings I recollect, Venus being just above the 
horizon, and almost in the eye of the sun. Got home to 
breakfast, leaving Frank at Wood's livery-stable. Received 
a large amount of treasury notes from J. J, Walker, of Ken- 
tucky, to invest in Kentucky bonds, which I did at lOi J^. 
Very large business doing in the street. 

''March ist. Had a long conversation with A. C. Davis on 
the subject of selling lead for him, for this year, and he 
speaks of being able to furnish us with fifty thousand pigs. 
Paid first instalment for subscription to Navigation loan, and 
received dividend. Rode Frank up to dinner,, and find him 
less lame. Tea at Dr. Wood's, and examined, with him, 
Chas. Henry Fisher's statement of the result of last year's 
operation of the Reading Railroad. 

" March 3d. Many guns firing to celebrate the admission 
of Texas, the law for which passed on Saturday. Rode 
down to the Navy- Yard, and got the month's pay for Lieu- 
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tenant Gist. Received pamphlet from an anonymous author 
against the enlargement of the Schuylkill. 

" March 4/A. Busy negotiating notes for the purpose of 
paying purchases of last month. Met Schuylkill Navigation 
board, with whom there seems much sympathy in regard to 
the enlargement T. P. Cope, his son Henry, and wife to tea, 
with Dr. Wood and wife, made a very social and pleasant 
party ; the old gentleman being in fine spirits. 

** March $th. At the Philadelphia Bank found an old pen- 
sioner of the Revolution, who states that he is in his one 
hundred and second year ; that he has ninety-five descend- 
ants. He appeared vigorous, and not more than eighty. 
Wife and self at brother Charles's at the wedding of Jane F. 
Randolph and Dr. Stocker. It was a large company, and a 
profuse and luxurious supper. 

** March 6th. Went to store, and afterwards to the railroad 
depot, just in time for the cars ; S. W. Roberts, G. W. Smith, 
and Ellwood Morris were of the company. Had a pleasant 
run to Valley Forge, got out, walked over the road, and 
found many rails in a very worn state. Came home to din- 
ner, and with wife paid quite a long visit to R. Randolph, 
who is confined to his room with lumbago. 

'*March yth. Came home a little after twelve, to meet our 
friends John Pease and Isabella Casson, who are now visit- 
ing families in our meeting. They both spoke on the im- 
portance of preparation for eternity. 

** March i ith. Met Schuylkill Navigation Company mana- 
gers, and adjourned to meet at five this afternoon, when we 
heard Miller's engineering report, which went over the 
whole ground, and confirms the report of the president. 
Attended meeting of the North American Insurance board, 
and had the usual oyster supper. Wife's wrist, on which Dr. 
Horner performed an operation, is improving. 

'^ March i^th. In the Philadelphia Bank this morning I 
made a proposal to W. Worrell to take a portion of the 
Schuylkill Navigation loan, which he said he would do to 
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.1845. the extent of fifty thousand dollars. Rode up to dinner, and 
^^; "c s^^ ^^ Broad Street a very fine lot of fat cattle, from Vir- 
ginia. Dr. Wood offered to take twenty thousand dollars 
of Schuylkill loan at eighty per cent, C. S. Wood, fifteen 
thousand dollars, and H. C. Wood, ten thousand dollars. 

March 14/4. A large number of Southern and Western 
merchants in town; more, perhaps, than since 1836. At 
Schuylkill Navigation Company's board this afternoon ; by 
no means a full attendance, and an indisposition on the part 
of the managers to take active means to obtain the loan. 
An address of the Reading Railroad board in reply to 
Ellet*s pamphlet. 

''March i6th. R. Shober prayed very fervently this morn- 
ing. Walked with Nat. Randolph, who has informed my 
wife he is engaged to be married to Miss Phoebe Sinton, of 
Easton. He seems much pleased with his bargain. 

''March ijth. Had quite a long interview with Charles 
Ellet on the subject of his visit to Boston. He gave it as 
his opinion that the railroad would not bring down six 
hundred thousand tons of coal this year. At Board of 
Trade, this evening, I was put on a committee to confer 
with the Chamber of Commerce. 

"March iSth, Spent the morning at the Navigation office, 
where there seemed some revival of hope under resolution 
to advertise for contracts. Met Mr. Charles Graeff, and 
talked with him on the subject. Union Benevolent in the 
evening, where we had a discussion on the employment of 
poor tradesmen. 

^' March 22d. Up early, and, after a light breakfast, mounted 
Frank and started for Lombardy Grove. Cxot there about 
eleven, and found William and George at work at the wall 
fence. Settled with Zooks and George in full. Left about 
. half-past four on Black, and, stopping a short time at * the 
Paoli,' reached home before ten, having had a pleasant moon- 
light ride, and making about fifty-seven miles on horse- 
back. 
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** March 2yth. Called upon Worrell to get subscription to 1845. 
Schuylkill Navigation loan. He promised to take twenty ^^'^^ 
thousand dollars or more. Had a long and pleasant con- 
versation with John Sergeant ; he told me that Mr. Bohlen 
did not much encourage a subscription to the stock, but 
wished me to call on him. Saw Ellis Yarnall after tea, who 
told me he is now eighty-eight 

''March igth. My birthday. Had a little party to an 
oyster supper, C. Ellet, Jr., now celebrated as the champion 
of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, being one of them. 

''March ^ist Most unsuccessful in my endeavors to get 
subscriptions to the Schuylkill Navigation loan. I called 
on George Pepper with Dr. Wood; he declined taking. 
Also upon many others, with the same want of success. 
The cause wears a gloomy aspect, but, as I think it a good 
one, I intend persevering for this week at least. 

"April ^d. Called upon Mr. Dundas, whose sentiments 
are favorable to our view of the loan ; but he did not take, 
on account of the fear of usury. Got Mr. Sergeant to pre- 
pare a bill to authorize the loan, and Mr. McCandless to 
go to Harrisburg to get it through the legislature. Called 
upon M. L. Dawson, George Harrison, General Cadwal- 
ader, and others. 

"April 7/A. Engaged in getting signatures to the agree- 
ment to take Schuylkill Navigation loan, and succeeded 
better than my warmest hopes. The stock having risen, 
induced the various parties to put their names down without 
hesitation. A party at C. Massey*s, given to his new daugh- 
ter-in-law, was a very pleasant one. Saw Mr. Tucker and 
Mr. Fisher at the Exchange in the evening, and had some 
passes with them about Navigation and Reading Railroad. 

" April 1 1 /A. Set out early in pursuit of subscribers to our 
loan. Met board in afternoon, and had some piquant letters 
from Ellet. Large party of ladies and gentlemen at Dr. 
Wood's. 
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'^ April \2th. Was called on by Henry Cope, who sub- 
scribed fifteen thousand dollars to the Schuylkill Navigation 
loan. Called on Dundas, who gave the same sum, and re- 
ceived five thousand dollars fi-om R. S. Johnson. Wrote note 
to J. P. Hutchinson, saying the loan was legalized. Rode 
out to Schuylkill, and saw a number of boats down with 
coal ; the quantity being larger than last year to this time. 
Dr. Wood and wife to tea. 

''April i^h. Dined at the Mutual Insurance Company — 
Hand-in-Hand. The oldest in the city, perhaps in the 
United States, its constitution bearing date 1756, and 
the second signer being the celebrated Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin. 

'* April 16/A. Had a long visit from H. Carey, with a pro- 
posal to purchase some coal lands belonging to Seight- 
singer, of Reading, which he considers a great bargain. 
Was made vice-president of a meeting for the relief of the 
Pittsburg sufferers by the late fire, without being present or 
giving my consent. 

''April 24/A, New York. Went with Mr. Ellet to see Mr. 
Worthington, and we had a long conversation with him on 
the subject of Schuylkill navigation, of the use of steam up 
it, and of his own boats now running upon the Erie Canal. 
Went to see J. C. Cresson off in the Great Western. The 
steamer was excessively crowded, having one hundred and 
forty passengers. Left for home at five, and arrived about 
eleven. 

"April 2 5 /A. Read up the letters received since I left, and 
answered those requiring it. Yearly Meeting ended this 
morning, and was generally satisfactory. At a small party 
at our neighbor Volan's in the evening. 

"April igth. Spent the morning at the Schuylkill Navi- 
gation office, and in riding down to the Navy- Yard. After 
dinner went, with wife, to the funeral of Ruth Reeve, she 
being an old neighbor of ours at Greenwich. Stopped to 
see Alexander Henry on the subject of a loan to the Schuyl- 
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kill Navigation Company by his nephew, A. Henry, Jr., of 1845. 
Manchester, England. ^-i ik 

" May 6th. Philadelphia Bank has declared a dividend of 
over four per cent, and has more than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars contingent fund. Called upon Miller & Cooper 
for loan, with immediate success. Sent the Schuylkill Navi- 
gation pamphlets to Alexander Henry by Edward Yarnall, 
who sailed for England in the Susquehanna to-day. 

** May 15/A. Got in coal to-day, having bought fifteen 
tons at four dollars. Went with wife to be daguerreotyped, 
and succeeded in getting a good likeness of her. 

^^ May igth. Rode, before breakfast, to the Fairmount 
locks, and saw a large number of boats for New York. 
Called on Dr. Pancoast and obtained a subscription. Had 
a visit from parties endeavoring to get up a railroad from 
Pine Grove to Schuylkill River. At Board of Trade. 
Stopped to see D. Reeves after tea ; Dr. Elwyn and wife in 
the evening. 

" May 20th. Was called upon, in the way of business, by 
a number of persons, which kept me all the morning in my 
counting-room. Among them. Tucker, the president of 
the Reading Railroad, with whom I had something like 
three hours sitting, discussing the propriety of an arrange- 
ment for the advance of tolls. Our interview ended with 
my writing to Roberts recommending the compromise. 

'* May 2ist. In company with Dr. Wood, started, in the 
cars, at seven o'clock, for Harrisburg,* which place we 
reached after three, having been detained about half an 
hour at Middletown, where I expected to see L. Smith, of 
Bradford County. Left Harrisburg about four, in the canal- 
packet, where we found the lodging very uncomfortable. 

* Thus carrying out a long-cherished wish of both brothers to make a visit 
together to the Western States, the MississipjM River, and the Falls of St. 
Anthony. It was on this occasion that your father read, at our morning ser- 
vice, with peculiar solemnity, the twentieth Psalm, which, you may remember, 
those of you who were old enough immediately committed to memory. 
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"May 22d, Was very sick on rising, owing to the con- 
fined air of the cabin. Left Dr. Wood at Dewistown. Be- 
came acquainted with four Presbyterian clergymen on board 
of boat, — Mr. Hall, of New York ; Mr. Kennedy, of Ver- 
sailles, Ky. ; Mr. Chadlaw, of North Bend, Ohio ; and Mr. 
Hoge.* 

"May 23^. Rose early, as the cabin was most uncom- 
fortable, and walked upon the banks. Found a lock-tender 
drowned last night by falling into a lock. Had some pleasant 
conversation with Mr. Chadlaw, with whom I came from the 
summit to Ebensburg, he being a Welshman, and coming 
to that place to see some of his countrymen. 

"May 2^th, Passed Blairsville in the night, Saltzburg early 
in the morning, Freeport about the middle of the day, and 
Ironton in the afternoon, arriving at Pittsburg about seven. 
Had pleasant run, and became acquainted with Mr. Grover, 
of Indiana, Mr. Kelly, of New York, who is travelling with 
his wife, and Mr. G. S. Wood and wife of that city. Our 
party all stopped at Exchange Hotel. 

"May 26/A, Pittsburg, After breakfast went among my * 
acquaintance in pursuit of my business. Settled with two 
or three. Had considerable conversation with Mr. Atwood, 
as agent for the North American Insurance Company. Dr. 
Wood arrived about ten o'clock. Saw J. Gray, and had 
some conversation with him about his old debts. Walked 
with the doctor round the city. The extent of burnt district 
is enormous." 

The following letter, written before breakfast on the 
morning of June ist, from Akron, says : 



(( 



My dear Wife, — My last was mailed in Pittsburg, 



* I may mention here that your father's fondness for making acquaint- 
ance with intelligent people, wherever he went, was very great, and he did it 
with wonderful facility, always seeming to find something in common, and, at 
the same time, both giving and receiving anything valuable in their individual 
lines of thought or pursuit. 
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27th ult, and although not many days have passed, and thee 1845. 
may not expect so soon. to see anything from me, yet I feel ^^ "^ 
this morning a peculiar desire to hold converse with thee, 
and I know of nothing that would give me so much pleasure 
as a look at you around the breakfast-table, prepared to go 
through our usual First day morning service. I fancy (for 
I can gaze at you in no other way) that you are at this mo- 
ment of seven o'clock just finished the repast; that all the 
faces are bright and cheerful : Richard with his usual happy 
temperament; Mary pleased with some notion that has just 
come across her active brain ; Carry in her most comfortable 
mood; Eddy not quite through his meal, and George just 
coming from the nursery after finishing his. Aunt Hannah, 
with her sober face, is ready to keep good order; the 
domestics are all ranged in their places, and thee, with the 
good book spread before thee, is about to read from that 
inspired volume. I hardly feel it proper just at this point 
to intrude upon your service, but cannot resist the desire 
that before commencing thee may mingle with thy aspira- 
tions a petition for thy husband, that he may be cared for in 
his ramblings, and for all things that may promote his hap- 
piness here and hereafter. He is strongly reciprocating such 
good wishes. May our spirits meet in that presence where 
holiness only exists, and find acceptance by our merciful 
Father and Creator. 

" We left Pittsburg with a full stage, but had it not been 
for the annoyance of heat and dust should have had a 
charming ride along the Ohio River, which, though very 
low at this time, is still a beautiful stream, of great value to 
thousands of human beings inhabiting its banks. 

"Our fare at Bridgewater was of very ordinary character; 
the most pleasant part of our visit was the setting off the 
next morning in a comfortable vehicle for New Lisbon. 
This was over the most hilly country I have ever passed, 
not rising to the dignity of mountains, but to a height of 
from three to six hundred feet in constant succession, with 
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1845. no breadth of valley and with bad cultivation, so that we 
^T^ had little to enjoy but the view from the top of the highest 
^^•^^- hills. 

" The ride of the day before had a most beautiful spot in 
its course. It was the town of Economy, built and occupied 
by the followers of Rapp, a German of some talents and re- 
ligious enthusiasm, who collected a number of his country- 
men about him, under the belief that he was inspired by the 
Almighty to show them the way to salvation. They came 
to this country about forty years ago, and buying an estate, 
held it in common, and, after changing from one place to 
another, have settled at this point, which, for beauty of cul- 
ture and richness of product, is almost unsurpassed. Their 
appearance is of the plainest kind, and their general conduct 
unexceptionable. They are very industrious, and extremely 
fond of money-making, and that feeling has been too strong 
for their unenlightened intellect and moral sense. Upon 
our inquiring what were the principal articles of their 
manufacture, they replied, * They made silk, woollen, and 
cotton goods to considerable extent, wine, cider, and dis- 
tilled whiskey.' And, on our expressing surprise that they 
should manufacture so deleterious an article, they said, 
'They did not use it to excess, but if others chose to do so, 
that was no affair of theirs, and they were content to profit 
by their folly.* Shrewdness on the part of the leaders, and 
industry and stupidity on the part of the followers, are the 
leading characteristics of this settlement. 

" At New Lisbon I met some old acquaintance, and was 
much pressed to spend some time there. Had thee been with 
me I should have felt a strong disposition to have accepted 
their kindness. As that was not the case, we left early in 
the morning for Canton; had a cold ride, and, though 
not quite frozen on our arrival, I saw next morning, in that 
place, ice one-quarter of an inch in thickness, and the house- 
tops covered with a thick coating of hoar-frost. We spent 
the day at that place in a most comfortable inn. Doctor 
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writing up his journal, which he keeps with minuteness, I 1845. 
employed visiting my customers, who are quite numerous, ^^ .^ 
in that pleasant town. One of them, Mr. Harter, was kind 
enough to take me to Massillon in the evening, as I wished 
to be there before dark. Night brought the stage and the 
doctor, and, lodging at that place, we left early next morning, 
and got to Akron to dinner, where I have remained, and he 
and his servant have proceeded to Cleveland, at which place 
I hope to join them this evening. As I did not expect we 
should be so long in passing through the State, and sup- 
posed we should be at Galena in time to get any news from 
home, I named that point as the first one to write to ; but 
I cannot banish the hope that thy kindness may have 
prompted thee to direct to me at Cleveland, and that I shall 
find thy signature before going to bed." 

''yune 2d. On going to the river, we found the fine steamer 
Indiana was just off for Detroit; taking passage on her, 
proceeded up the lake, and, having a pleasant and quiet run, 
reached Detroit about one on Thursday morning. 

'^June 3^. Rose late, as compensation for late hour to bed. 
Delivered letters to Mr. Sterling, and walked over the city, 
which is much less dense than I expected, and of more 
modern style of building. Its having been entirely burned 
in 1805 accounts for that. Called upon several merchants, 
who may see us in Philadelphia. 

''yune ^th. Went on board the steamer Nile for Chicago. 
Passed through Detroit River, entered St. Clair River to 
v^ood, and got to Fort Gratiot just at dark. Here we parted 
with Mr. Bingham, whose wife and father-in-law, Mr. Wells, 
propose to accompany us to Prairie du Chien. 

"yune ^th. On waking, found the boat pitching very much, 
being off Saginaw Bay, in Lake Huron. Getting up, fearing 
I should be seasick ; went to bed and remained until near 
dinner-time. The doctor was quite sick. Stopped at Presque 

15 
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1845. Isle to wood just before dark. Went ashore to see the 
^ ' r salmon-trout fishery. 

''June 6th. Up about one, to see Mackinaw Island and 
Fort, and went on shore ; but it was so dark I saw but little. 
On getting up this morning, found the boat fairly pushing 
her way in Lake Michigan. Stopped sometime at Manitou 
Island to wood. The shores and islands of the lake seem 
to be almost exclusively banks of sand. 

''June yth. Got up about sunrise, as the boat had just 
stopped at Milwaukee, and walked over the town. Most of 
the commercial part of it is built on the flats; it is all 
new and increasing. Stopped, on the way up Lake Michi- 
gan, at Racine, — a beautiful position, — at Southport and 
Little Fort, reaching Chicago at six o'clock, being three 
days from Detroit. Stopped at City Hotel, and engaged 
passage to Galena for Monday morning, in company with 
the Rev. Mr. Wells and party. 

" yune 8/A. After breakfast walked through the city, 
which is mostly of small wooden houses, and large wooden 
warehouses, with plank footways ; altogether devoid of 
beauty, but not of comfort. Went to church without know- 
ing or learning the sect. Had a good sermon. 

*^yunegth. Left Chicago at six; passed over low, level 
country for about ten miles, when we entered a rolling 
prairie with some fine woodland, almost all of oak. Dined 
at Elgin, an improving town. Took tea at Jefferson, and 
passed through Rockford after one o'clock in the morning ; 
riding all night. 

''yune lotk. Breakfasted this morning at Pleasant Grove. 
From this place we saw much more wood, having, from 
Rockford, passed through an extent of country almost with- 
out it. Stopped a short time at Freeport, where I saw 
some of the merchants. We saw the first * digging' for lead 
near this place. More wood and hills in the afternoon ; and 
at Apple River found high and steep rocks. Arrived at 
Galena about nine ; went to the American House. Received 
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a number of letters from Philadelphia, which I read with 
much zest 

" yune i2th. Walked out with the doctor and Mr. Davis 
to the furnace of the latter, which we found smelting lead 
rapidly, yielding one hundred and twenty-five pigs of sev- 
enty pounds* weight each day. In the afternoon he took us 
to see a blast-furnace to the west of the city, and to ride 
round the neighborhood, showing a mound at a distance of 
twenty-five miles in Wisconsin Territory. We went to a 
lead-mine, into which we all descended. It was particularly 
gratifying, as we learned the position in which the ore is 
deposited. The mine we entered is most profitable. 

^'June 14/A. Left Galena in the steamer Nimrod, passing 
down the Fever River, and reached Dubuque in about three 
hours. I ran up into the village, and saw Messrs. Wappler 
and Gillam, both merchants of the place, and parted with Mr. 
Fassitt, of Philadelphia. Stopped at Cassville before dark, 
and at several other landing-places. Ran up to Prairie du 
Chien, and remained there till morning. 

**yune i$tk. At the village of Prairie du Chien saw a party 
of Sioux, who amused us by shooting at a dollar which the 
doctor gave them, and which seemed to please them. Cap- 
tain Throckmorton interested us in a narrative of the Black 
Hawk War, in which he was engaged, and showed us the 
battle-ground, at the river Badaxe, where they were cap- 
tured. In stopping to wood, ascended a very high mount, 
which overlooks the river, about three miles wide and full 
of islands. An Indian, on horseback, came to the boat 
while wooding. Sioux on the west of the river, Chippewas 
on the east. 

^*yune \6th. Passed through Lake Pepin this morning, 
the west side being a grant of the half-breed Sioux. A short 
distance above, passed a village of about twenty-five huts of 
that tribe, with some cultivated land, and saw two canoes 
that contained about twelve men going down to an encamp- 
ment. Saw, last evening, the graves of a number of Indians, 
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1845. with stakes surrounding them to protect them from wild 
^j^^f^ animals. Passed Prairie la Crosse last evening, and 
Wabashaw in the night, — ^both being stations of traders. 
Ran up to St. Croix to nearly the head of the lake, at 
some mills, and, after spending some time in unsuccessful 
fishing, left, after dark, for the Mississippi. 

^'Jiine ijth. Arrived at the St. Peter about sunrise. Cap- 
tain Backus coming on board, we handed him our letters, 
and were invited to accompany him and see Fort Snelling, 
at which place he is stationed with three companies. After 
looking at the fort, he and Lieutenant Sheldon drove 
us to the Falls of St. Anthony,* where we spent some 
time, and, on returning, stopped at a very pretty fall, in a 
small creek, about two miles south. The prairie over which 
we passed was very level and extensive. Dined with Cap- 
tain Backus on our return, and after dinner were visited at 
the boat by Lieutenant Wood, of Philadelphia. Mr. Gear, 
the chaplain, and Mr. G. L. Duyckinck, of New York, 
took passage with us, and we left about eight o'clock in 
the evening, stopping at St. Paul before bedtime. Fort 
Snelling is situated at the junction of the Mississippi and 
the St. Peter, and is on a high bluff, but not very strongly 
built. The traders from Lord Selkirk's settlement visit it 
every year. 

''Jttne 18///. On getting up this morning, found the boat 
taking in shingles, at the mouth of the Chippewa, which 
detained us some time. We passed about eleven the Prairie 
of Wabashaw, more beautiful and picturesque than any we 
have seen. Wooded again at Prairie la Crosse. Rode 
down to Prairie du Chien, which we reached before ten 
o'clock. Heard several narratives of the half-breed Indians, 

* In the Falls of St. Anthony my husband, I think, was disappointed. 
A description of it, of the Indians they had encountered, and their experiences 
at Nauvoo, etc., was sent me in a long sort of a journal letter, — which interested 
me so much that I despatched it immediately for some others of the family to 
read, when it was unfortunately lost. 
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who seem to occupy the most profitable position in this 
region. 

''June igth. This morning we found our boat taking in 
lead at Cassville. I had some conversation with Mr. Lass, 
who shipped the lead on our boat to New Orleans, at twenty 
cents per hundredweight. Ran up to a little place called 
Potosi, on Snake Hollow, Wisconsin; leaving which for 
Dubuque, we grounded in front of that place for half an 
hour. Hammond, and others, paid me some money. Got 
to Galena about seven. Found letter from wife, and left 
one for her. 

" yune 20th. Left Galena last night, after considerable 
conversation with Davis about joint operation in lead. Very 
soon after waking this morning^ found the boat stopping at 
Davenport, which she did not leave till nine, and then ran 
over to Rock Island. Stopped half an hour at Burlington, 
where I saw several merchants ; then at Fort Madison, and 
arrived at Nauvoo about ten. Mr. Davis took the doctor 
and myself over the town, which is very extensive, five miles 
by two, and said to have a population of twenty-four thousand. 
An attorney for the prosecution of the murderers of Smith 
introduced us to his widow, and showed us several like- 
nesses of him. We saw his mother also, and his transla- 
tions of some Egyptian MSS. Workmen are finishing the 
temple, which is a very large building. We saw a map of 
the town and of the half-breed district ; also the valuation of 
our lands and lots. Ran down to Quincy. 

" yune 22d, Was up before four this morning, and went 
into the town. Called up both Browning and Bushnell. 
Left Quincy at eight for Marion, and from there had a very 
muddy ride to Palmyra. 

" June 23^/. Left Palmyra in stage for Hannibal, which we 
reached a little after nine to breakfast. Find the town much 
improved during the last two years. Took steamer Boreas, 
and passing some small towns, having had much card-play- 
ing on board, we arrived at Alton at nine in the evening." 
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The following day seems to have been crowded with 
business, but in the evening he took boat again, and writes 
me from St. Louis : 

" St. Louis, June 24th. 

" My dear old Woman, — As I may now justly call thee, 
after reading three or four times over thy last letter to me 
at Galena. I say justly^ because so much sorrow and so 
many tears as are there named must have worn those 
former round cheeks of thine with wrinkles deep and abun- 
dant. I intend, however, to love thee all the more, as it will 
bring thee much nearer my own antiquated self, and here- 
after we may figure with some grace as * Darby and Joan.' 
It is, however, a most good and kind letter, having none of 
the Mrs. Caudle spirit, not an ounce of it, and I trust it will 
be quite a relief It was also very kind to tell me the con- 
dition of the two little fellows, and of thy prompt attention 
to their medical treatment. They are all of them most val- 
uable to me, — next to their mother, beyond anything I hold 
in this world. 

" I was also glad to hear from the farm. Pay for the cart 
if thee has the cash ; if not, let it and. the mason's bill remain 
till my return. It is hardly worth while to pay George 
before then. I trust William and his wife will serve thy 
purposes. , 

" We remained but a few hours at Galena on our return, 
but passed down the river in the same boat to Nauvoo, 
where we stopped in the middle of a rainy night, and got 
out of the boat at a landing more than a mile from our 
hotel, to which we were escorted through the rain and mud 
by a kind-hearted Mormon, who assured us ' The Mormons 
were a most honest and persecuted people, and were griev- 
ously suffering under the misrepresentations of their enemies. 
They intend, however, to show in strong light their power 
of endurance, and to return no evil.* 

" We reached our quarters at last, muddy and wet enough, 
but, as the landlord was disposed to be as accommodating 
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as possible, we got a room, and the doctor stretched him- 1845. 
self upon the floor for the night. It continued to rain during ^^^^ 
the whole of the following day, but we were taken round the 
city and shown the lions of the place. 

" Mrs. Smith, the widow of the Prophet, whom we visited, 
is a fine-looking woman, and has five children. Upon the 
oldest the mantle of the father is expected to fall. The 
Mormons already begin to regard him with reverence. We 
thought the widow looked as if she had not full confidence 
in the holiness of her murdered husband. There are numer- 
ous likenesses of the husband and wife, which are shown 
with much ceremony. Joe must have been a noble fellow in 
his appearance when he walked among his deluded followers. 
We paid a visit to the mother of the saint. If the wife 
doubted the inspiration of her lord, there was to compensate 
for it no want of faith on the part of the mother.* She 
showed us some mummies, and gave us their names and 
characters, which she had learned from her son Joseph, who 
had translated some very old Egyptian manuscripts that 
had fallen into his possession. The manuscripts and mum- 
mies were, no doubt, genuine, but it would have amazed 
our friend Gliddon prodigiously to have heard the veritable 
translation given forth by inspiration. He would have con- 
cluded, had he had the faith of the mother in the revela- 
tions made to her son, that Champollion and Lepsius had 
most wofuUy lost time in the labors they have bestowed 
in unravelling hieroglyphics. We saw nothing to censure 
among the people, except their sufferance of one of the 
most stupid delusions ever attempted by an ingenious 

* Partly to hear what the mother would say, but more, I presume, for the 
sake of a quiet joke, which he was always ready to enjoy, my husband asked 
the old lady, whose simplicity he saw would not take offence at the question, 
" If, prior to the birth of her son, she had received any divine intimations of 
his prophetic powers and future greatness, — such as our Bible tells us have 
been made in the cases of Samson and John the Baptist." She merely an- 
swered that she had not, thus showing that she was a dupe and not an impostor. 



220 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

1845. hypocrite. He is dead, and let his ashes — ^the place of their 
^Ij.^ J repose being unknown to his followers — rest in peace. His 
murderers are being tried by their fellow-citizens, who will 
not find them guilty ; and their punishment must rest with 
Him who makes no mistakes in discriminating between the 
guilty and the innocent. 

"At Nauvoo we took the steamer War Eagle, upon which 
the doctor went to St. Louis ; I got out at Keokuk, afterward 
took passage to Quincy, then to Marion City, and to Hanni- 
bal, where I again took steamer to Alton, coming the next 
day to this place, where I found the doctor in good condi- 
tion. I had intended to write a long letter, but have had 
much to do that I have not been able to get through with, 
and the boat for Independence requires us to be on board 
by six, which time it is now, within a few minutes. Fare- 
well; say to sister H. I intend writing to her, and give my 
love in thy warmest manner to the boys and girls." 

^'June 25/A. Rose early, and wrote to various parties that 
I should be with them from the loth to the 20th of next 
month. Took passage for Independence for six dollars ; 
Dr. Wood going in the same boat. 

''June 26th. Found the Huntsville, a boat that left St. 
Louis a few hours before us, was abreast of us this morn- 
ing ; but, after running along with her for some time, we 
shot ahead, and got to St. Charles before her, St. Charles 
is an old and not a thriving place. The current is so strong 
that we make but little headway, running only from four to 
five miles per hour, and frequently striking drift-logs with 
much force. Passed Mount Pleasant about six, opposite to 
which we saw a large tobacco farm. 

'^yune 2yth, Progressing up the river very slowly. There 
is some indication of a fall in the water; but the heavy 
rains of the last few days may cause a rise. The present 
stage is about ten feet lower than the high water of last 
year. 



RICHARD D. WOOD. 221 

^'yune 2%th. Lay by all night on account of high water and 1845. 
drift-wood, but ran well during the day, stopping some time ^ITT^ 
at Nashville, which was destroyed by the great flood of last 
year. Got to Arrow Rock about ten p.m., having stopped 
at Rocheport and Berkville, and seen our debtors in both 
places. 

^'June 2gtk, Lay at Arrow Rock until nearly morning, 
then ran slowly up, reaching Glasgow after breakfast. Chari- 
ton almost adjoins this town. It is a point from which much 
tobacco is shipped. Had a fine view of the Wahkendaw 
Prairie in going up. It has few inhabitants, on account of 
its unhealthiness. Stopped at a new town called Middle- 
ton. River falling fast. 

**yune 30/A. At Lexington this morning. Ran up the 
river all day. At Liberty Landing walked up to the town ; 
could get no bed but one on the floor, at a very poor 
tavern. 

*'yuly 1st, After much difficulty, got a conveyance. Mr. 
Hovey drove me. I found his services most valuable, as he 
is both magistrate and attorney. He wrote the deed, and 
took the acknowledgment of Mr. Waldo and his wife for me> 
and brought it to Westport, at which place I saw many 
Indians, and the merchandise teams of the American Fur 
Company. 

^'yuly 2d, Left Liberty after seeing the merchants of the 
place. Drove to Richmond, where I called on all the mer- 
chants. Left for Lexington, and got there after nine o'clock, 
crossing the Missouri in a gust. The country through 
which we travelled was very rich, and the crops of corn, 
hemp, and oats heavier than I recollect ever to have seen, 
particularly the hemp in the bottom opposite Lexington. 

**yuly 3^/. Called upon most of the merchants, who are 
numerous here, and upon Mr. A. Kirkpatrick, in relation to 
an account against his father. The young man manifests a 
proper spirit on the subject. Wrote to my wife. This place, 
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1845. around which I walked to-day, gives promise of improve- 
^'Te "^^^^t- It contains many well-built houses, and fine churches, 
and is destined to be the largest town west of St. Louis in 
the State. 

''July ith. Arrived at Jefferson City this morning. At 
or near the mouth of the Osage, saw a large quantity of 
cannel coal. Stopped at various points to take freight and 
take and leave passengers, but with despatch, as our cap- 
tain was anxious to keep ahead of the Independence. A 
diarrhoea that commenced at Lexington continues to in- 
crease upon me, with some fever and headache. Arrived 
at St. Louis before dark, and got two letters from the post- 
office. 

''Jtily 6th, Took pill last night, and feel better this morn- 
ing. Mr. Barksdale called, and delivered several letters for 
the doctor and myself The doctor left me at ten this morn- 
ing, with a promise to come back to me should I need him. 
Wrote to Wood, Abbott & Co., and to my wife, saying I 
hoped to see them from isth to 20th inst." 

" ViNCENNES, July 1 2th, 1 845. 

" My dear Son, — ^Although it is not usual for thy father 
to congratulate thee on being set free from studies, yet, if 
the weather is as hot in Philadelphia as it is here, he really 
feels it will be well for a time to be relieved from Latin and 
Greek, and at liberty to learn the ways of chickens, geese, 
and turkeys at Lombardy Grove. I can readily fancy that 
I see thee, with thy little brothers and sisters, rambling round 
the farm, looking into the sheds and stables to see if you 
cannot find a nest full of new-laid eggs. I trust the chickens 
are very industrious, and give you a large supply. You 
must be careful not to frighten them, or take all the eggs 
from their nests, or they will hide themselves in some more 
secure spot. The hen thinks herself very wise, and that her 
nest is not known so long as one or two eggs remain in it ; 
but take them all away, and she knows full well that she 
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has been robbed. Her wisdom does not extend very far 1 845. 
into the art of numbers, but she is very able to count one, ^^^^^ 
and probably as far as two, and thus, when going to her nest 
to add to the number, she is content if she can say to herself 
— one — two. But if none are there, she thinks it is quite 
time she should place her hopes of progeny beyond the eyes 
of little boys and girls. 

"You will be pleased, I think, in watching the little 
birds, and seeing their great variety, which you would 
not observe but for close attention. The number of kinds 
of these little* creatures is much greater than is imagined 
by the mere casual observer. He only sees some little 
birds flying about him, and says, perhaps, to himself, ' There 
are a great many chipping-birds about this morning.* But 
one who loves these pretty creatures and is fond of gazing 
at their flights will discover a great difference among them, 
— in the shape of the head, in the color of the wing, or 
the length of the tail, and every variation he can well 
imagine. In my journey I have enjoyed scarcely any- 
thing more than looking at the great numbers and variety 
of these sprightly creatures, — from the little tom-tit to the 
great wild turkey which struts about the woods, and, I dare 
say, feels all the vanity there which our gobblers do when 
showing themselves off in the yard and about the farm. In 
coming to this place the day before yesterday, the stage- 
driver called my attention to a wild turkey and her brood 
of young ones. I had but a glance before they hid them- 
selves in the woods. They come about the farms at this 
season of the year, as the wheatfields offer them a rich 
supply of the food they relish. 

" The most showy of the feathered tribe in the woods are 
the jay and kingfisher. When in Missouri, a few days 
since, I regretted very much I had not studied Wilson or 
Audubon more, so as to have known the names of some 
beautiful variegated birds, about the size of the small black- 
bird, which I have not seen on this side of the Mississippi, 
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1845. although, I dare say, their flight is not bounded by that 
^^ ^ river, notwithstanding it is so wide and deep. 

" In coming from Shawneetown to this place I passed, I 
think, through more woodland than in my whole journey, 
and was, of course, more likely to see the deer, as it is to 
the thicket that he owes his protection ; but I saw him only 
in his tame state. Just before me a fine buck jumped and 
ran at the sound of the stage ; but the interest he excited 
was soon taken away by the sound of the bell he had upon 
his neck ; and as a doe and fawn bounded before me, I ob- 
served their flight was but for a few yards, they having 
learned that man is not the terrible creature they had taken 
him for when they had seen him only in the woods, his rifle 
in his hand. They, no doubt, will pay dearly by-and-by. 
When it suits his convenience he will cut their throats in- 
stead of shooting them, and he will say to himself, * Venison 
is very good,' as he feasts on their haunches. 

" In my last two days' ride I have been strongly reminded 
of ' mother's' blackberry patch by the great quantities I have 
seen, — so many that had I been able to gather them all they 
would almost have filled the largest barn in Chester County. 
I hope that 'mother' and all her little folks are now enjoy- 
ing them to their hearts' content, and the more as they have 
only been kept by her urgent intercession, as your father 
likes to see grass instead of the bushes upon the thorny 
plant of which the sweet berry grows, and, but for her, he 
should have had them all cut down. 

" Mary and Carry, I dare say, learn quite as much of 
milking as they do of geography or grammar, notwithstand- 
ing * aunty' keeps them to their lessons (which father loves 
her the more for) ; but as the milking is the newest kind of 
lesson, they will be tempted by its novelty, especially as they 
do not feel they must learn that, and it is only natural to 
want our own way sometimes. I have no doubt Ann will 
help in that kind of teaching. Eddy loves his lessons so 
well that he begins to feel as if he was going to be a man, 
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and Georgy is now far too big for a baby, so he must be 1845. 
learning also, as ignorant boys make stupid men. ^Et^ 

"Good-by, my son, and recollect thy farther loves and 
hopes soon to see thee, and show his face instead of his 
signature of R. D. Wood." 

The following day he writes me from the same place : 

" ViNCENNES, July 13th. 

" My Dearest, — Only think of it, here I am, and here I 
have been for the last three days, with only sufficient busi- 
ness to have detained me as many hours could I have seen 
the parties upon my arrival ; thus keeping me away this 
much longer from those! love, and who, I trust, would wel- 
come my coming, let the time be ever so short. I confess 
that there is nothing that has a home feeling — one that is 
associated in my mind with anything that resembles my 
notions of happiness — that .has not immediate connection 
with thee; and I think could I have thee with me to-day 
(Sunday), I should feel at home and happy, although I 
am on the far west side of Indiana, in the declining town of 
Vincennes. 

"I had intended to go, on Friday morning, to Terre 
Haute, but, on my arrival here, on Thursday evening, I 
found both attorneys absent with whom I had business, and 
that they would not return until last evening. As those 
gentlemen have now both arrived, I have taken passage to 
Evansville, and hope to reach there to-morrow ; from there 
I have to retrograde to Mount Vernon, and if I can have my 
business attended to at once, shall, in a few days, be again 
moving toward home. I find so many detentions in meet- 
ing with parties, that I fear the time I mentioned for my 
getting there much too short. I intend, however, to be so 
busy that I must ask thee not to expect to hear from me 
again before I reach Louisville, which I hope to see on this 
day week at furthest. 
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" I wrote on this day of last week from St Louis, after 
the doctor left me, and was at that time a little indisposed, 
but soon lost all symptoms that troubled me. I found, on 
Monday morning, that a good boat was to leave for the Ohio 
River that day, and determined, if possible, to get through 
my affairs and go on board of her ; which I succeeded in 
doing, and had I not been detained here would have met the 
doctor on Sixth day last, at Terre Haute. My progress was 
more rapid than I expected, notwithstanding the very awk- 
ward position in which I was placed, by my own carelessness, 
for several hours. The Cambray was the name of the 
steamer above referred to, and a most rapid boat she is, 
passing every one we saw with ease. We left at one o'clock, 
ran down to Chester, where I feared I should be compelled 
to stop, but finding my friend there very prompt, I succeeded 
in going on with the boat to Paducah, early the next morn- 
ing. Having some business in that place, and the boat in- 
tending to stop but a few minutes, I ran up into the town, 
and on hearing the bell of a boat I ran down and got on 
board the lowest boat at the landing, — ^the position of the 
Cambray when I left her. But judge of my vexation when 
I discovered that I was on board the Fort Wayne, and that 
I must go up the river in her, leaving my baggage on the 
Cambray. The Wayne had arrived after I left the Cam- 
bray, stayed but five minutes, and, coming to at the landing 
just below my boat, caused my mistake. I hailed some 
friends on board the latter, and requested them to have my 
baggage put off at Shawneetown, but was not at all certain 
that they understood me, or even knew my trunk. I, how- 
ever, soon discovered that both boats were to stop at Smith- 
land, a town ten miles up, and that I could then return to 
the Cambray, and was much comforted by the consideration, 
as the Fort Wayne, would get there first She did arrive 
first, and, looking back, I did not see the other coming, and 
therefore concluded I might safely go up into the town. I 
did so, and I was gone from five to ten minutes, but the 
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Cambray had arrived and had just pushed off again, too far for 1 845. 
me to get on board her. She had been just behind the Fort ^^^JTT^ 
Wayne, but hidden by the point of an island when I looked 
for her, and had only stopped two minutes at Smithland. I 
now felt like one who had committed a most unpardonable 
neglect, and had the prospect before me of having to follow 
the Cambray to Cincinnati, or perhaps to Pittsburg, to get my 
baggage, as she was a much faster boat than the one I was 
on. But now mark how much better a kind Providence 
takes care of us than we do of ourselves. Some accident 
happened to the machinery of the Cambray, and she was 
compelled to stop so long to repair that the Fort Wayne 
came up to her, and although she repaired and then again 
passed us, yet at Shawneetown both stopped five minutes 
together, thus giving me an opportunity of getting my 
things at the very point where I wished to stay. I hope I 
felt grateful, but I fear, alas ! not sufficiently so. 

" Getting through my business at Shawneetown by even- 
ing, I took stage for this place, passing through much the 
most degraded region I have seen on this journey. The 
country is much in wood, the open is very badly farmed, 
and in many instances not farmed at all ; fences and houses 
all going to decay; the wretched towns fast losing their 
population ; houses, shops, and mills falling down for want 
of tenants to keep them up, or else inhabited by tenants 
worse than none, too lazy to shut a door or raise a window, 
if the building happens to have one or the other. This un- 
fortunate condition of things is probably owing to the igno- 
rance and poverty of the first settlers, to a most wretchedly 
managed State government for several years, and to the 
great want of religious influence, or to that of the Roman 
Catholic. 

"I am invited to tea with Mr. Ellis,. the gentleman for 
whom I have so long waited, and shall go, if he calls for mc 
before my own tea-bell rings ; but as the funeral of a notable 
Catholic lady is now being performed, and as Ellis, who is 
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1845. asking for votes for State senator, has gone to it, he may 
^^^TT^ be kept too late, for he cannot leave before the service is 
over, as the Roman Catholics here, as in our own city, have 
many votes to give. 

" I hope thee can read this scrawl, but have some doubts, 
as I am writing with the back of a steel pen, because the 
front will not make a mark. Write to me at Lancaster, 
Ohio. I hope to be richly treated on reaching Louisville. 
Love to all, including the new sister, Phoebe." 

''yuly i^k. Very warm weather. Left Vincennes, having 
a young lady placed in my charge by Mr. Paul, of Palestine. 
Road was through a sandy country, crossing White River 
before reaching Princeton; got to Evansville before dark, 
and saw several persons with whom I did business. 

'*yuly 15/A. Perhaps the warmest day of the year. Left 
Evansville immediately after calling upon J. H. Maghee, 
and had a pleasant ride to Henderson, and, after a little 
delay in crossing the river, transacted some business with 
Mr. Evans, hired a buggy, and set off for Mount Vernon, 
which I reached in the evening; saw Mr. Pitcher, our at- 
torney, and, having finished with him, crossed, and lodged 
at a farm-house on the Kentucky side." 

A break in the journal is supplied by th§ following 
letter, which I introduce mainly as showing my husband's 
determined and systematic avoidance of lawsuits; and 
although, in affairs so varied and extended as his, litigation 
was sometimes inevitable, he always endeavored, by patient 
tact and by compromises, in which he often cheerfully con- 
ceded much more than justice demanded, to avoid bringing 
contested points to a legal issue. 

" Louisville, July 20th, 1845. 

" My Dearest, — I am here, agreeably to the prediction 
expressed in my last to thee from Vincennes this day week, 
and the most pleasant event since writing that letter has been 
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the reception, this morning, of thykind letters of the twenty- 
sixth ult, and fourth and thirteenth inst. 

"Before I came here I had concluded that I should be 
able to get home, at the furthest, by the tenth proximo. 
I have, however, received some news of bad debts at this 
place that may detain me, and it may be the fifteenth before 
I shall have the pleasure of seeing you ; but the time shall 
be as short as proper attention to business will permit, ^nd 
nothing but the will of Providence shall detain me when 
that is done. 

** I presume the doctor will have reached home yesterday. 
It would have been vastly more agreeable to me to have 
accompanied him than to h^ve taken the zigzag course that 
I am pursuing; but as this is the business part of my jour- 
ney, with which my interest and duty are closely connected, 
I must not shrink from it. 

" I should have been most happy to make one of the 
party thy letter of the fourth mentions, and should have 
enjoyed it much more than any public manifestations of 
delight for the recurrence of the birthday of the nation. To 
hear Georgy's and Eddy's prattle again will be music to me 
vastly, more.exhilarating than the sound of 'Hail Columbia,' 
although it might be sung by the finest voice, or perfectly 
tuned on the noblest instrument. 

" I regret that Melinda and her girls are disposed to annoy 
you at the farm ; but the best way to treat them will be in 
no way to take any notice of them, but do by them pre- 
cisely as if you knew nothing of them but what was good 
and agreeable. * Heaping coals of fire' is a most effective 
mode of treatment. It will be better to have very little to 
say to William on the conduct of Jesse, and only listen to 
his statements for the sake of being on thy guard. I trust 
that Jesse is honest, and will do nothing very much out of 
the way, even with all the stimulus of his helpmate and her 
friends. The vegetables from the garden are quite too small 
a matter to make a fuss about ; he will, doubtless, furnish 
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1845. you with all the potatoes you need. Patience is the most 
^' Jg certain remedy for all these little evils. I do not intend he 
shall have the shadow of a cause for a lawsuit with me, and 
I trust that thee will keep this in mind 

" Richard's letter gave me the account of the purchase of 
the farm (Woodside) by his grandmother, and several items 
of information for which I am obliged. I wrote a long 
letter to our boy, inclosed to Wood, Abbott & Co., which 
he will consider as an answer to his. I must, however, find 
time to write to Mary, and to reply to Carry's sweet little 
letter, which has not one misspelled word in it, and is written 
very well indeed for a little seven-years-old daughter. 

" I congratulate thee upon being nearly through with the 
work, and have no doubt but I shall find it very well done, 
both as regards comfort and taste, and that we will be 
happier that it is completed and that we have no more im- 
provements to make.* Hot as you have had the weather, I 
presume it has been less so than that I have experienced, — I 
certainly do not remember so much continuous heat. Nat. 
and Phoebe will, no doubt, enjoy the shore, and return 
stronger. Please say to Edward that I trust he will so 
manage the affairs of our firm as to have no lawsuit, and 
that if what he refers to is for the sale of the pig iron made 

in New York to , at forty-two and a half dollars per 

ton, they had much better make him a large allowance for 
the sake of getting the money, for if the iron has-been 
delivered he will break before a lawsuit is finished, and we 
shall lose all. Show him this, and tell him by all means 
to close that matter at any sacrifice, and without any delay 

in doing so. 

******* 

" As I have filled one sheet with notices that properly 

* My sister Caroline and myself were then having our houses painted 
and some alterations made in them, taking advantage of the absence of our 
husbands, to save them the care and annoyance inseparable from such dis- 
turbances. 
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grew out of thy kind letters, I have concluded to take the 1845. 
full benefit of the new postage law, and very concisely bring ^'T^ 
up my journey to this place, where I am more comfortable 
than at any point since leaving home, except St Louis : 
having a fine room to myself, with a current of air, good 
fare, and attentive servants, and away from the steamers, 
of which I trust I am almost free for the rest of my 
journey, intending to use them only from this place to 
Cincinnati. 

" It was just about as hot as at present when I wrote from 
Vincennes, where I was three days detained in less comfort- 
able quarters, and fear thee had rather a gloomy epistle, 
though I have really forgotten its contents, I was called 
up at one on Second day morning; but the punctuality 
of the stageman was much better shown in waking than 
in starting with his passengers, as we did not get off be- 
fore three, which was to be regretted, as night riding is 
so much pleasanter than in the sunshine. We, however, 
got safely to Evansville about dark, where I delivered a 
young lady, put in my care, into the hands of those who, 
I presume, have forwarded her to her place of destina- 
tion. From there I had a pleasant ride on the north side 
of the river to Henderson, and, getting through my business, 
I hired a buggy to carry me twenty-four miles down the 
river. As no steamer appeared going up, I recrossed the 
river, took my buggy again for Henderson, and, having 
reached it, found, to my regret, that two boats had passed in 
the morning before my arrival. I was detained twenty-four 
hours waiting for another, — ^time which seemed to me 
almost invaluable. The only compensation was the sight 
of a flock of wild turkeys, — more than twenty. They 
are attracted by the wheatfields at this season from their 
haunts in the woods. 

" A boat came at last, and I felt quite happy that I was 
rapidly moving toward those I love so much. From this 
boat I landed at Owensboro', and, having done what I could 
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1 845. there, I had to wait until ten at night for another to Stephens- 
j^;j?^ port, where I had business, and then I was compelled to 
take a horse and ride twenty miles, to Hardinsburg, and 
then back, which took so long that I missed two boats, 
and lost nearly twenty-four hours more in the uncomfort- 
able state of sitting upon a bank and watching for a boat 
that does not come. If I have occasion in the future to 
inflict a punishment on any one, I shall feel disposed to 
send him to the banks of the Ohio, with face turned down 
stream and an anxious desire to go up it. A boat came 
within hearing at last ; two hours brought her in sight, and, 
having fortunately found her willing to come to shore (which 
they will not always do), I got on board, and had a most 
delightful moonlight sail up the placid Ohio, with its even 
and shaded banks ; was landed here about three this morn- 
ing, and, after a few hours of refreshing sleep, was duly 
prepared to enjoy thy letters. 

" Give my love to all who feel sufficient interest to make 
inquiry about me, that accord with thy notions of propriety; 
and say to sister Hannah that I wrote to her directed to 
Lyonville." 

''yulyiist Called upon Fellows. Wrote to Davis in re- 
lation to lead ; to Wood & Abbott, and remitted them six 
hundred and eighty-eight dollars. Saw Clinderen, in regard 
to A. & C. Clinderen's affairs. Saw J. &. J. Andrews, in re- 
gard to their assigned accounts. Occupied all the afternoon 
in calling on various parties, settling with Morgan & Field, 
and invoicing the goods taken from them. Wrote to Hood 
& Gray, and in one sentence in which were thirty words 
having each one syllable. 

''yuly 22d, Hamilton Smith called on me, and we rode 
over to Jefferson City. Saw Mr. Campbell, and went through 
the lands received from Garvin. Rode down to New Albany, 
saw most of the merchants there, put Hale's note in the 
hcmds of Crawford, and returned before dinner to Louisville. 




RICHARD D. WOOD, 233 

Had a conversation with Judge Huntingdon, of Indiana, for 
the purchase of Indiana lands. 

''July 24/A, Madison, Rose at five, and going to the 
steamer learned that she would leave at seven, thus giving 
me time to look at the town. It is finely situated, but not 
destined to grow rapidly. Steamer 'Swiftsure,' a regular 
packet, stopped at every small town, frequently at the farms 
to take the produce to market. One article — blackberries — 
was in great abundance. Reached Cincinnati, where I found 
brother H., wife, daughter, and Miss Cadbury. 
. ''July 26th. Walked around the town of Dayton, and saw 
most of the merchants. H. G. Phillips showed me the im- 
provements, particularly those of the Hydraulic Company in 
which he is engaged. Parted with Horatio and his family. 
Took a buggy with Mr. Varien and went to Piqua, then in 
the stage to Sydney, and called upon all the merchants of 
importance in the place. 

'\yuly 28/A, Wapakoneta, After much conversation with 
Dr. Holbrook, concluded to leave his note with Mr. Dum- 
brpof, he agreeing to pay it in March next. It being court 
week, I saw the judge, Mr. Good, and a number of lawyers, 
on their way to Lima. Conversed some time with the 
judge on his course in Congress on the tariff bill of 1842. 
Came in a wagon to St. Marj'^'s to take the canal-boat for 
Dayton, which did not appear, and went to bed in the hope 
of hearing the horn of the boat. 

''July 29/A. Finding no boat, I decided to seek some 
mode of getting to Piqua, and, after inquiring of a number 
of persons, I found Mr. McLaughlin, who agreed to take me 
in his buggy, and from there to Troy, which we reached 
about eight, where I compromised my Farrow claim. . 

^'July '^otk, Mr. Mayo had me called at four, and, hurry- 
ing to meet him, we were on the road before five, and had a 
pleasant ride to Dayton to breakfast. Mr. Mayo is a mer- 
chant of very good standing in Troy. Received money 
from Young & Brother. Bought check and remitted to 
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W. & A., and in their letter inclosed one for wife. Took 
passage for Richmond, which we reached about seven 
o'clock. 

''July ^is^, C. Coffin, son of the cashier, delivered me 
letters from Conklin inclosing cash and notes payable in 
bank, which notes I handed to him with a request that the 
bank would collect and remit the proceeds to W. & A. Left 
at seven, and„ stopping at Hamilton, saw some of the mer- 
chants of that place. Got to Cincinnati at ten o'clock, and 
stopped at Broadway House. 

**Au^. 1st, Rose early, and wrote to B. Conklin in reply 
to his. Called upon Clark Williams, B. Storer, post-office, R. 
Crawford, Telford attorney, and T. Minor, who informed me 
where to find his brother. Saw R. Buchanan, in regard to 
the Cin. and White Water Canal bonds. Called upon Mr. 
Kirby, and learned from him that the estimated balance due 
trustees of United States Bank was about five hundred 
a,nd ninety thousand dollars, and that he had remitted about 
one hundred and forty thousand dollars since December last. 
Left in Portsmouth boat at noon for Dover. 

^'Aug, 2rf. Was called about five, and, getting breakfast, 
set off on a horse, hired of the landlord, for Minerva. Saw 
J. Minor, who seems disposed to pay his debts, and, after an 
hour's conversation, returned to Dover. Hired a skiff and 
was taken over to Ripley, where I saw T. L. Harner about 
the claim of Thomas, and was informed that he had got all 
the property. Called upon Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Miliary, 
and, having hired buggy, rode to Decatur. Saw Mr. Thomas, 
who showed me the two farms, which are good land. Rode 
to West Union to lodge, stopping at Wesley Lee's. 

*^Aug, 3^. After enjoying a good bed, which was rather 
uncommon, arose early, and went to look at the landlord's 
apiary. He has over thirty swarms of bees busily at work. 
Left in the stage about nine. Supped at Chillicothe, and 
rode through the night. 
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''Aug, ^h. Arrived at Lancaster just in time for breakfast. 1845. 
Hired a buggy, after looking into the matters held by \\, H. ^^1?^ 
Hunter for us. Left at ten, and, passing through several 
small towns to Brownsville, missed the stage, and came on 
to Zanesville, where I found letters from wife. 

''Aug, <^th. Was called up at five by the person from 
whom I hired a horse and buggy, and had a pleasant but 
extremely hilly drive to Dresden to breakfast, about eight, 
being much pleased with a fine, spirited gray that I hired 
this morning. 

"Aug, 6tk, Was called by the barkeeper at four A.m., and 
set off for Zanesville; had a pleasant ride. Called upon 
most of the merchants, and spent some time with R. Still- 
well, our attorney. Paid my passage to Wheeling. Passed 
over a very hilly but good country, riding all night, getting 
to St. Clairsville about sunrise. 

"Aug. ytk. Arrived at Wheeling about seven, coming nine 
miles from St. Clairsville in fifty-five minutes. In my anxiety 
to get to Steubenville, I suffered myself foolishly to get out of 
patience with the stage-driver. Left Wheeling at one, ar- 
rived at Steubenville about dusk, and called upon a number 
of the merchants. 

"Aug. Stk. Left Steubenville at four this morning in stage, 
crossing the Ohio, and, passing through Paris, Florence, and 
one or two small towns, got to Pittsburg after a tedious 
ride. Saw a few of my friends and customers, and took 
passage on board the Louis McLean for Brownsville, and 
through to Philadelphia, the navigation of the- river being 
very good and boat fast. 

"Aug. gtk. Got up very early, and, leaving the boat, went 
to hotel to breakfast, then left in the stage at six. Stopped 
at Uniontown, a place of considerable business, and passed 
Smithfield and Petersburg, and arrived before ten o'clock at 
Cumberland, stopping at Barnum's Hotel. 

"Aug, loth. Left in the cars, running along the Potomac 
on the Virginia side of the river, and in sight of the canal 
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1845* ^^ ^^ opposite side, which has much labor done upon it, 

^^' "^ and is finished to Hancock, a town we passed about ten 

o'clock. Train stopped at all the small villages on the road, 

giving an opportunity of seeing the country well.' We saw 

much bad farming Got to Baltimore before six. 

''Aug, nth. Left Baltimore at night, getting to Philadel- 
phia at three in the morning, and, finding my family out of 
town, had some difficulty in getting into my house. Came 
to the store after breakfast, and, transacting some business, 
went to the Columbia Railroad train at ten, and got to 
Lombardy Grove just in time to dine with my family, whom 
I found well. 

''Aug. I2th, Left farm at six, after breakfast, and had a 
pleasant ride home, which we reached about eleven, wife 
coming with me. I spent the rest of the morning in col- 
lecting dividends from various companies and banks. In 
the afternoon engaged in answering numerous letters which 
had been waiting my arrival. 

"Aug, 13/A. Had a long interview with my brother, D. C. 
Wood, and E. T. Randolph, on the subject of David's af- 
fairs, which are in a complicated and unpleasant condition, 
from which he will find it very difficult to retrieve himself. 
Drove with wife to look at oil-cloths. 

"Aug, 2ist, Received a large sum from J. J. Walker to 
invest in Kentucky bonds, and immediately bought five 
thousand at par, and had quarter less bid for five more. 
Paid fourth instalment to the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany of six thousand dollars. In afternoon rode out to the 
farm. 

"Aug, 22d, Rose early, and, calling son, went to pick- 
ing up stones, and after breakfast had all my little people 
pulling up weeds. Walked over to Williamson's, and was 
introduced by him to my neighbor. Squire WoUerton, with 
whom I had much conversation. 

"Aug, 2id, Settled with Jesse for last week's marketing. 
Made an agreement with D. Davis to draw a quantity of 
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ashes to my farm for five dollars. Made an agreement with 1845. 
George McClees to work for me until next spring, at sixty- ^^ "^ 
two and a half cents per day, to board himself; also with 
William, to superintend my whole farming operations for 
next year, for two hundred dollars for himself and wife, and 
to have one-third of the poultry and the fruit sold. 

"Au^. 24/A. Rose early and called my son ; we went into 
the fields, and soon saw nine horses in the pasture that were 
strangers; drove them out, but before they were in the 
road a son of our neighbor Stitler ran after us, and said they 
were theirs, and took them home. Took children to meet- 
ing, and found it warm walking. Left, after dining with the 
family, for Oaklands, and reached home about nine. 

"w4«^. 2$tk, My family arrived at home, in good health, to 
dinner. After which I went over and spent some time at 
my brother Charles's, in company with G. F. Randolph and 
J. Hewes, of Pottsville. Called on by Elliot Cresson, who 
went over a long tirade on the subject of Schuylkill Naviga- 
tion Company management. After he left, paid a visit to 
R. Randolph, who has been badly hurt, having been run 
over by a carriage, which dislocated his shoulder. 

"Au^. 29/A. Received a letter from couched in im- 
proper language, and in my reply was perhaps as offensive 
as himself. Upon showing my letter to the officers of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, they thought it would do 
to send. I find them all in good spirits with their prospects 
at the office, having much more coal than usual. 

"Aug, ^oth. Called upon with a letter I received from 

him yesterday, and handed him my reply. After some 
explanation, we exchanged letters and parted very good 
friends. Wrote to Dr. Wood at Schooley*s Mountain, and in 
the evening received a reply to one I had previously written. 

''Sept, id. At dinner, finding our daughter Caroline un- 
well, I called upon Dr. Morton, who, being out of town, did 
not see her until evening, when to our alarm he found an 
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unusual and powerful action of the heart, so much so as to 
require immediate bleeding, which he did himself, and which 
in some measure relieved her. 

''Sept 4/A. Rode to the Fairmount lock before breakfast. 
Made a negotiation yesterday with the C. & D. Canal Co. 
for eighteen thousand dollars, giving Philadelphia Bank 
stock as collateral, at five and a half per cent, and with it 
paid my subscription to the Schuylkill Navigation Company 
in full. Our daughter Carry getting better. Her disease 
appears to be a catarrhal fever. 

*'Sept $th. Rode out to R. R. farm before breakfast, and 
gave an order to Yokel to get posts of Megargee. G. B. 
Dorr, of New York, called, avowedly to get information 
about Schuylkill Navigation Company, and, after sitting 
some time, brought up the subject of compromise with the 
Reading Railroad. He spent nearly four hours in discussion 
of the details of such an arrangement. Tucker called on me, 
and spent two hours in conversation about Reading Railroad, 
and Ellet on Schuylkill Navigation Company, etc. 

'*SepL 6th, Rode before breakfast on the Schuylkill, and 
saw twelve coal-boats attached to the steamer for the New 
York market. At the Schuylkill Navigation office I made 
an agreement to borrow from them about fifteen thousand 
dollars, at five per cent, and in a joking way proposed taking 
the canal off their hands, or agree to give them two hundred 
and forty thousand dollars per annum for its use, — R. Ran- 
dolph and J. Roberts present 

''Sept, iitk. Rode before breakfast along the Schuylkill 
River, and saw some coal business transacting, but the 
wharves were mostly unoccupied. Received a note from 
John Sergeant, and replied that I would meet him at one 
o'clock ; which I did, and made known to him the proposal 
of G. B. Dorr, which he almost refused to listen to. I called 
upon R. Randolph in the evening to talk seriously with 
him, and gave him a narrative of the whole affair. He sus- 
pects Dorr of unworthy motives. 
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'^Sept 1 2th, Rode before breakfast through the Green 1845. 
Hill estate, and saw considerable improvement in the shape j^^ TL 
of buildings. Bought a velocipede for my son Eddie, for 
the purpose of inducing out-door exercise, he being of a 
delicate constitution and feeble frame. He received it with 
much pleasure, and uses-it with some skill. 

*'Sept 15/A. Called upon R. Randolph and S. W. Roberts, 
with a request for them to meet Mr. Dorr at my house at 
eight in the evening ; which they did, and had much dis- 
cussion upon the subject of the canal and railroad, and a 
compromise between them, but without any definite con- 
clusion, debating the matter till after eleven o'clock. At 
Board of Trade, and had an interesting meeting. 

^^Sept, 20tK Rode before breakfast to the Fairmount lock, 
which is progressing pretty well. Made an arrangement with 
E. T. Randolph that he should go to-day to Milton to attend 
to the payment of execution against D. C. Wood, and pre- 
vent a sale of his property. 

^'Sept 2$th. Went to Schuylkill Navigation office, and had 
a long talk on the subject of boat-building, but find an in- 
ertness to pervade the managers, which it seems they are 
unable to overcome. Called upon S. Bettle on this subject. 
He says he will contribute something. 

'*Sept 27th. Had quite a long conversation with G. W. 
Edwards on the subject of the Reading Railroad, in which 
he avowed the intention of carrying all the coal next year. 
Rode with Dr. Wood and brother Charles, for the former to 
try a pair of horses, up to the Falls Bridge, and walked some 
distance on the railroad, and found the bars on the curves 
much injured. 

'^Sept 29/A. Rose a little after five, wife getting up to 
see me off. It being rather late, I hurried to the wharf to 
accompany my brother David to Millville Furnace. Very 
heavy sands to Woodbury. Called to see R. Matlack at 
that place, Rosenbaum at Malaga, and got to the Furnace 
before four o'clock. 
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* 
1845. *'Sept loth. After looking at the quantity of ore on hand 

^^^(^ and at the store, started for the coaling ground, wtth Lan- 

ning, the manager, and D. C. Wood. After dinner, walked 

to Millville ; saw Messrs. Straton, Leake, Mulford's Lewis 

taking me over his factory of window-glass, and showing 

the processes of flattening, cutting, and sorting. 

''Oct 1st Went with Mr. Lanning and D. C. Wood to 
Cumberland Furnace, where we met J. McConighy, and, 
taking him and Mr. John Vansciver, went round a tract of 
land, of which the wood was offered us for three thousand 
dollars ; but, not liking the price for the quantity, declined 
the proposition. 

" Oct 2d, Left in the stage, and had a pleasant ride to the 
ferry. David again gave me a pretty clear notion of the 
lands, which are principally in bushes of from one to fifteen 
years' growth, some of which have been overrun with fire. 

**Oct ^d. Peter Parker to visit me about D. C. Wood's 
indebtedness to him ; saw David afterwards, and tried to 
induce him to settle amicably, but he decided it would be 
impossible to do so, and that he would go to Georgetown, 
Delaware, and enter bail to have the cause tried. 

"Oct \th. Called several times at the Schuylkill Naviga- 
tion office, to get the size and proportion of the coal-boats 
wanted for their locks, and saw Messrs. Darragh & Bolton, 
from Sculltown. Nat. Randolph and wife, and Dr. Wood 
and wife, to tea. 

''Oct 6tk Rode before breakfast to the lock, at Fair- 
mount, which has progressed quite as far as I expected. 
At the Schuylkill Navigation office, had conversation on 
the subject of building boats, and urged, with much deci- 
sion, the necessity for building them without delay. They 
seem too undecided for my earnestness. 

'*Oct gth. Settled with S. Silly man for expenses in making 
improvements upon coal lands, and W. L. Abbott, being 
with us, made up his mind to purchase the third of J. W. 
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McCandless, at one hundred and ten dollars per acre. Drove 1845. 
with wife, after dinner. Suffered during the night and morn- ^^^^ 
ing with sick headache. After tea, took the children to 
the Bazaar for the benefit of the Academy of Fine Arts. 

**Oct loth. Rode near the Navy- Yard, among the boat- 
builders, and left a request that they would call at the 
Schuylkill Navigation office and propose to build some 
boats for them. I employed J. McCoUan to act as collector 
for the Union Benevolent Society. 

'^Oct i^tk. Made several calls for subscription to the boat 
loan, with some success. Left at eleven with Dr. Wood, 
went to Manayunk to see the progress of the locks, which 
we found not quite so forward as I expected. A high 
freshet in the river has prevented much coal coming down, 
but has done but little damage to the canal. 

^'Oct, i6tk. Called upon a number of persons for subscrip- 
tion to boat loan, which I have found not very easily ob- 
tained. My son Richard went with his uncle Edward to 
the launch of the Wyoming, and was much gratified by 
being in her when she went off. The anniversary of our 
wedding. Had our brothers, doctor and Charles, and then- 
wives, to tea. 

'*Oct lytk. Rode this morning to Girard College, before 
breakfast, and was surprised by the amount of work that 
had been done this year. Called upon various parties to 
subscribe to the boat loan, with but little success. Made an 
agreement with D. C. Wood, for the purpose of carrying on 
the business of his furnace next year, to be signed on his 
return from Millville. 

''Oct, 20tk, Rode to the Fairmount lock before breakfast 
Last evening signed an agreement with D. C. Wood and E. 
T. Randolph to carry on the furnace for 1846. Called upon 
several parties to subscribe, with some success. Saw a boat- 
builder from Buffalo. At Board of Trade in the evening. 

Oct, 2ist, After going to store, went to railroad office, 
and left for Reading at nine, in company with C. EUet, S. 
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1845. Lippincott, and Emlen Cresson, leaving them at Pottstown. 
Went to Reading, after which I called upon the canal col- 
lector, R. Wilkins, and had some conversation with him. 
Went down to the Poplar Neck lock, and saw its condition. 
Returning, stopped at Eckert's Furnace, where I saw the 
proprietors, and was informed of its position, — ^produces 
seventy tons per week. 

"^Oct. 22d, Visited an establishment nearly ready for roll- 
ing iron, near the river, arranged for the purpose of saving 
heat by propelling the engine by the heat of the furnace. 
Called upon C. Evans, Esq. Left in cars and got to Port 
Clinton. Along the canal we found some of the work be- 
hind, particularly the contract by McCuUough. 

**Oct. 2$d, Left Orwigsburg Landing, and followed the 
canal to Schuylkill Haven, calling on Mr. Robinson, who 
showed us the condition of the canal at that place, and 
walked up with us to the weigh-scale on the Mine Hill Road, 
and introduced us to Mr. De Forrest, Jr., and to Mr. G. 
Payne, both of whom exhibited a proper feeling in refer- 
ence to the coal trade. Left them, and went across to the 
combined lock, which we found pretty well advanced. Fol- 
lowed the tow-path to Pottsville, meeting Lippincott and 
Moss. 

"Oct 24th. Left with W. and S. Abbott; rode up to our 
coal lands, which we walked pretty much over, under the 
pilotage of Sillyman. We found them of more value than I 
supposed, seeing about twelve veins of coal, two of which 
are being worked, at thirty cents per ton rent. Dined at 
Patterson, in company with C. Ellet and his party, and Bird 
Patterson, after whom the town is named. In the evening 
called upon Haywood & Snyder, whom I found favorable 
to the canal. 

**Oct 2 5 /A. Got subscription to the boat loan from Mills 
& Haywood ; started for Minersville on foot, and was taken 
up by Squire Whitman, who took me in his carriage to the 
place, where I saw Taylor & Homes, and got their subscrip- 
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tion to the boat loan. Dined, and left on foot for Schuyl- 
kill Haven, getting an occasional ride on coal-cars. At the 
last place, B. De Forrest, G. Payne, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Levan 
agreed to meet W. Barrett on Monday morning, at eight 
o*clock. 

'^Oct, 26th, Went to church, and heard a sermon of well- 
arranged words, but with very little apparent feeling, from 
an Episcopal preacher. In the afternoon walked with Mr. 
Morris along the canal to Port Carbon, and called upon J. 
G. Hewes, from whom I got a subscription to the boat loan. 
In the evening had a free conversation with E. Morris about 
the state of the work on the canal. 

" Oct, 27/A. Up at six, calling the driver, who took me to 
S. Haven, where I got a subscription, and left in the cars for 
Philadelphia, meeting Lippincott, Moss, and Cresson at 
Reading. Got home about three, found all well, and called 
at S. N. office. 

''Oct, 30/A. Rode to the Schuylkill lock, at Fairmount, 
and found it progressing pretty well. Was called upon by 
E. L. Moss, who left his account of his visit to the Schuyl- 
kill region with me; Mr. Elletalso called upon me. Was on 
the committee to examine the assets of the Philadelphia 
Bank, and left the work to attend my children to the 
Franklin Institute. 

''Nov, 1st. Had a long interview with Horace Binney on 
the subject of a loan by the Hand-in-Hand Insurance office 
to the Schuylkill Navigation Company boat concern; not 
entirely satisfactory. In the afternoon rode, with wife, down 
the Darby Road. Dr. Wood and wife to tea, after which 
went to Wistar-party at Dr. Randolph's. 

" Nov, 3^. About four o'clock this morning my wife be- 
came ill. I went with some haste for nurse Forse, and, on 
my return, stopped for Dr. Meigs. . . . Sister H. and 
son R. went in carriage, with our daughter Mary, to convey 
her to Yardley Warner's school, in Chester County. 
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'^ Nov. 4/4. Wife continued sick during the day. Had 
an earnest conversation with Guion, of New York, on the 
subject of the railroad ; he declared, very emphatically, that 
it would bring down one million three hundred thousand 
tons next year. He reduced the quantity fifty thousand 
before I parted with him. Obtained a good many subscribers 
to the loan. 

'^ Nov, $th. Made a number of calls on account; some 
successful, but not all. About two o'clock this morning my 
wife gave birth to a fine boy. She had been suffering for 
forty-eight hours, but is now comfortable. My man Wil- 
liam, from the farm, came to town yesterday and returned 
this morning. 

" Nov. yth. My son Richard has been unwell for several 
days, giving us some uneasiness. His mother continues 
comfortable. Yesterday's work was not altogether unsuc- 
cessful for my loan, which grows gradually, and in the final 
success of which I now feel more confidence. 

^^Nov. loth. Made some unsuccessful applications for loan 
this morning, but was more successful in the afternoon. 
Had some plain conversation with T. Firth and I. Morris, 
at the Schuylkill Navigation office, on the subject of the 
resignation of the president of the company. Wife continues 
very smart. Dr. Wood hurt his knee in jumping from his 
carriage. 

**Nov, nth. My thoughts and actions are pretty much 
absorbed in getting subscribers to the Schuylkill Navigation 
loan. I succeeded to-day about as well as I expected, 
getting signatures for six thousand dollars, and the whole 
sum stands to-day at ninety-seven thousand dollars, — a long 
way removed from the amount wantedl My brother 
Charles had a daughter born this afternoon. 

*'Nov, i2tk. Called first on Henry Cope for loan this 
morning. He talked pleasantly, and I have hopes from 
him. Made some unsuccessful calls, and some that were 
pleasanter. I find the affair to occupy so much of my time 
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as to become quite burdensome, and when done with it, I 1845. 
shall not again undertake such a job. 

''Nov, lyth. Election at Philadelphia Bank, which resulted 
without opposition. Dined with the new directors at Head's. 
Left to attend Board of Trade, being on the toll committee. 

''Nov. iStk. Rather unsuccessful in adding to my loan 
list. Met the North American Insurance board, and in the 
evening attended the Mercantile Library lecture, by Dr. 
Ludlow, who opened the course. The house was pretty 
well filled, and the audience attentive. The lecturers, who 
are all Eastern men, are expected to attract large numbers. 
Made some successful calls for loan during the day. Left 
proposals with the Penn Life Insurance Company for the 
loan.. Addressed a note to the president of the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company, saying that I must have ten thousand 
dollars of negotiable loan for negotiating the boat loan, 
and left it with the president, who told me he was in favor 
of it. 

"Dec. 1st. My wife paid her nurse twenty-four dollars, 
and parted with her after four weeks' service. M. W. Bacon, 
from Greenwich, to dine. My man Harris left us very mys- 
teriously this evening. 

"Dec. 2d. Made one successful and one unsuccessful ap- 
plication for loan this morning. Called upon Dr. Meigs for 
that purpose, without success, and paid him twenty dollars, 
in full, for his late attendance upon my wife. 

" Dec. ^tk. My sister Hannah went, at the request of John 
Bacon's family, to stay with our sister Elizabeth, who was 
taken in the night before last with a pressure of blood upon 
her brain, which has materially affected her mind. 

"Dec. gtk. Had a long conference with my partners on the 
subject of an increase of their share of profits, which ended 
in a determination to settle the matter this week. They want 
to stand on the same platform with me. 

"Dec. loth. Called upon T. Biddle, to induce him to 

17 
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1845. Operate with General Cadwalader; which he promised to 
^- ' do. Left proposals with North American Insurance Com- 
pany. Changed securities at the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company, which had been deposited as collaterals. After 
tea attended an enthusiastic meeting to promote the making 
of a railroad to Pittsburg. 

''Dec, I \th. After breakfast left for Lombardy Grove, and 
found that I had to go to the Oaklands. Walked over to 
the farm, and settled with F. Bidler for his claim for line 
fence. 

''Dec. I2tk, Taking breakfast by candlelight, started with 
J. Thompson for West Chester, going by Y. Warner's to 
see my daughter Mary, whom I found well. Went to the 
bank, obtained a subscription of five thousand dollars to my 
loan, and came home in the cars at half-past one. 

"Dec, 13/A. Very cold, clear weather, thermometer at six 
o'clock 11°. Arranged with my partners this morning, 
agreeing to allow them an equal share of the profits of 
Wood, Abbott & Co., they advancing the rent on store and 
paying the taxes in future. 

"Dec, i6th. Was called on by T. P. Cope in relation to a 
conversation he had with E. Cresson as to my acceptance 
of the presidency of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 
This position, I stated to him, I could not accept Met the 
North American Insurance Company, and obtained a sub- 
scription to my loan of two thousand five hundred dollars. 
Received introductory letter from T. P. Cope to J. Bowman, 
of New York, left for that place with G. Stewardson, and 
reached about eleven, stopping at the Astor House. 

"Dec. ijth. Breakfasted, and immediately called upon the 
coal dealers to obtain subscription to Schuylkill Navigation 
Company loan. Met with a civil answer from all of them, 
but not much encouragement, most of them thinking them- 
selves not particularly interested. . 

"Dec. 2ytk. Peter Parker called upon me to make an 
arrangement for digging ore for next year, which was 
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settled with him. Occupied most of the day in my count- 
ing-room, remitting bills for McGoffin's order for goods to 
Santa Fe. Had a discussion with my partners on the sub- 
ject of signing articles of partnership, they objecting to my 
demand to be considered a gentleman of leisure. 

^^Dec, 30/A. Was called upon by Joshua Lippincott, J. R. 
Thomas, and several others connected with the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company, to consult me on the formation of a 
ticket for the company. I called upon J. R. Worrel and S. 
C. Morton, and got them to consent to serve as managers. 
There seems a disposition in the present board to conform 
to my wishes on the subject. Saw EUet after tea; also was 
at the Union Benevolent meeting. 

''Dec, ^ist. Made some calls for loans, but without suc- 
cess. Samuel Bettle called upon me, and we had a long 
conversation on the subject of the election for board of 
managers for the Schuylkill Navigation Company and upon 
the affairs of the company in general ; he is warmly in- 
terested in the concern. J. Lippincott and E. Cresson called 
on same business ; H. C. Corbit also. Signed yesterday an 
agreement for five years to continue with my old partners, 
giving them an equal share of profits, and stipulating that I 
should give no further attention to business than suited my 
pleasure. My attention to the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany's affairs has absorbed much of my thoughts and time, 
but, as it is expected to be placed in other hands, I trust it 
will be able to get along without much of my aid under its 
new caretakers. 
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''Jan, 1st. Called at office of Delaware and Chesapeake 
Canal, and paid my note of eighteen thousand dollars, due 
to-day. Dined with my brothers and sisters at Dr. Wood's, 
after which the brothers all walked to the Fairmount lock, 
which we found progressing well. 

" y^^' id. My son, last night, had a party of schoolmates 
and juvenile relations. This morning, had quite an un- 
pleasant conversation with my brother David. He seems 
obstinately bent on destroying his only chance for getting 
out of debt. 

''yan, \th. After the board at bank, went to the meeting 
of the stockholders of the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 
The year's report was read, and the meeting eloquently ad- 
dressed by C. Ellet, Jr., who was elected president. The 
company looks forward eagerly to the completion of the 
work. 

''yan, lotk. Left town for Newark, for the purpose of 
looking at Iron Hill, an ore ground now working for D. C. 
Wood. Walking down to the mine, was satisfied there was 
piuch iron there. 

''yan, i$tk. The debates in Congress continue to be of a 
warlike character, and are interfering very much with the 
business of the country. Attended the annual meeting of 
the Mercantile Library Company, and heard much discus- 
sion of the question of admitting chess and ladies. Went 
afterward to hear Dr. Durbin lecture on the Turkish Empire; 
he prophesies its speedy dissolution. 

"yan, 14/A. Dined at the North American Insurance 
office, in company with the new board of directors and a few 
invited guests. It was, perhaps, as grave a company as 
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ever assembled for such a purpose; but after a few glasses 1846. 
of wine had passed round, I found the effect far from sober- ^'Te. 
ness. Doctor and Caroline to tea. 

** yan. lyth. Another revolution in Mexico, headed by- 
General Paredes, is the news of the day. Revolutions 
are almost quarterly affairs in that wretchedly-governed 
country. Had quite an argument with S. F. Smith and J. 
R. Evans on the subject of free trade, of which they are 
both advocates. 

**yan. 19/A. A large fire, last night, on the wharf between 
Chestnut and Walnut Streets; more than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars' worth of property destroyed. An arrival from 
England announces the dissolution of the Peel ministry. 
'Mr. C. A. Heckscher, of New York, spent some time with 
me, and subscribed three thousand dollars to the boat loan. 
In the evening attended Board of Trade, and was put on the 
internal improvement committee. 

**yan, 20th, Spent the day in looking over our ledger 
and writing business letters. Find the state of my affairs 
in quite as good condition as I expected, although profits 
of last year are not large. In the evening took wife to hear 
the lecture of Horace Mann, on Great Britain, at the Mer- 
cantile Library. He drew gloomy pictures. 

^*Feb, ^tk. Succeeded in getting the signature of John 
Bohlen to the boat loan. Mr. Campbell left with me a, 
memorial to the legislature, for the Board of Trade, written 
by Job R. Tyson, which he wished to be put in more con- 
densed language, and which I have endeavored to do. 
Hired William Morrow, for coachman, at thirteen dollars a 
month. 

**Feb. 6th, Took a long walk this morning to inquire the 
cost of building a dearborn for my form. Subscribed to the 
new Navigation loan eighteen thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, at seventy-five per cent, thus making my whole invest- 
ment in the concern one hundred thousand dollars, — large 
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1846. enough under any circumstances; much too large if disas- 
^^'^ ters occur, or if it costs beyond estimates. 

^'Feb. 14/A. In the afternoon met Dr. Eckert, Messrs. Col- 
well, Perry, Palmer, and Abbott^ to confer on the establish- 
ment of a rolling-mill for railroad iron. 

''Feb, 20th, Had some conference with Messrs. Heckscher 
and De Forrest on the subject of the memorial to the legis- 
lature for transportation powers, which they seem disposed 
to turn to their advantage. 

''Feb, 2 5 /A. Spent most of the morning arranging an order 
for T. McGoffin, for goods from Liverpool for Santa Fe 
trade, Mr. Scott, from Craft & Stell, having just arrived 
with the patterns. A great many Western merchants in 
town, and a large business doing. 

"March \st. Soon after breakfast we were informed that 
our sister Elizabeth was no more, having died about eight 
o'clock, in a convulsion, after giving birth to a boy. 

"May ^tk. News from England, four days later, and not 
warlike. My brother Charles went to Harrisburg to aid 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company to obtain from the 
legislature the right of transportation. 

"March Jth, Had a conversation with Mr. T. E. Knight, 
of Pittsburg, on the subject of the ' Right of Way' for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, for which he is very anxious. 
My wife, last night, was taken with violent pain. On appli- 
cations of mustard she became more comfortable. This 
afternoon she was again taken ill, and sent for the doctor* 
She was bled, and is taking medicines rapidly. 

"March gth. Quite an excitement this morning in the 
loan and stock of the Schuylkill Navigation; stock risen to 
33. My wife rather better, but very sick still, and was bled 
again to day. 

"March loth. Wife improving, but still has fever. All the 
Schuylkill Navigation loan was taken to day, and more 
wanted. Returned the subscription papers I have so long 
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had for the boat loan of the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 1846. 
pany, having obtained one hundred and ninety-three thou- ^^^ ~^ 
sand two hundred dollars. 

''March 14/A. Employed in finding persons to go to Har- 
risburg to oppose the 'Right of Way/* D. S. Brown and 
Henry White accompanying me. 

''March lyth. Left home for Harrisburg at twelve last 
night, and had a good run to Middletown, from which point 
took an open wagon, in company with four others, and had 
an uncomfortable ride to Harrisburg, getting there about 
noon. Employed after dinner at the House of Representa- 
tives. 

"March iSth, Called after breakfast upon Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. Bird, as members of the committee, but got no 
very favorable promises from them. In the afternoon, went 
before the committee and stated my case, and, from Mr. 
Worrell's opinion, will soon have a report as wanted. 

"March 19/A. Called upon committee, and found Mr. 
Fraley, of Pottsville, with them, who had made such an 
impression on them that they would make no favorable 
report. Mr. Snowden introduced mfe to the governor. 
Talked with H. Dewy on the subject of the Baltimore 
Railroad. 

"March 25/A. Busily engaged with W. Channon in making 
purchases for my farm, for dairy purposes. The reply of 
the President to Mr. Dayton's inquiry regarding the finances 
of the country excited some sensation this morning. 

"March 26th, Purchased bills of exchange at nine and a 
half, a higher price than for months past, and, so far as I can 
see, without adequate reason. A letter from Mr. Trego, at 

* The " Right of Way" referred to, as is well remembered by persons fa- 
miliar with the events of this time, was the right which the city of Baltimore 
sought to obtain from the legislature of the State of Pennsylvania, to construct 
a railroad through this State, from the city of Baltimore, to the West, and 
which, as it was believed it would prejudice the prospects of a similar rail- 
road from Philadelphia, was finally refused. 
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1846. Harrisburg, came for me to the Schuylkill Navigation office, 
":Z"'^^ and the committee on transportation met at my house in 
the evening to devise some plan of action. 

'^ March 2jth, Entered the Santa Fe goods at custom- 
house. A letter having been received at the Schuylkill 
Navigation office from Colonel Paxton, at Harrisburg, in- 
forming them of the condition of their bill before the legis- 
lature, I determined, after consulting the president and 
several of the directors, to go at twelve o'clock." 

Again at Harrisburg my husband writes me on his birth- 
day : 

"March 29th, 1846. 

" My Dearest, — I do not know whether those Christians 
who are strictly bound by their consciences to do no work 
on the Sabbath would consider the writing a letter to a 
wife to come under the ban or not. But the occupation will 
be no more wicked for me than the thoughts that might be 
running through my mind, or the words that might be fall- 
ing from my tongue ; sure I am that the heart will be well 
employed. The first employment of that should be in 
returning thanks to the Great Giver of all that is good, for 
blessings bestowed on thy husband in permitting him to 
reach his forty-seventh anniversary, and enabling him, in 
some measure, to appreciate his helpmate, who was, I 
trust, obtained with His sanction, and from whom so 
many branches spring. Let us, my dear, join in giving 
thanks with sincerity and humility, and ask for such 
things only as will lead us to Him, whether they come 
connected with joy or sorrow, as He may deem best to 
send. Ours has been a life of no ecstatic pleasures, but 
it has been one of many comforts and no great afflictions. 
Joy and sorrow have mingled in the cup poured out to us 
without overflow ; moderation in most things has been our 
lot. Good things of this world have been cast into our laps, 
may we use them for the glory of the Giver and the benefit 
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of the little flock that surround our table, who I hope may 1846. 
be children the Saviour will call to Himself. ^£^1^^ 

"I feel that it well becomes those who have attained 
to forty-seven years to review their course, and call to 
remembrance the life and time that has passed. Would to 
God I could feel there was nothing to regret, nothing to be 
repented of; that the lamp of my past life might be a light 
by which the future should be illuminated so brightly that 
the true road could not but be seen ! That, alas ! is not the 
case ; bwt I hope a much truer light will be allowed me. 
What a halo of glory surrounds that Life of little more than 
thirty years spent on this earth, in comparing it with any 
or all the heroes that have struggled upon its surface! 

" I was pleased to see at church, this morning, so many 
of our legislators, and the good clergyman was led to pray 
that proper direction might be given to all those who have 
our government in their hands. He petitioned ardently 
that we might be saved from the scourge of war, that other 
nations might be led to do us justice, and that we might be 
preserved from asking anything more from them. Mr. 
De Witt is a deliberate speaker, of sound discourse, well 
instructed in the schools of this world, and, I trust, also 
taught in that of heaven. 

"The ride to this place was extremely tedious, being 
stopped at least four hours by cars on the road that were 
thrown off the track ; one feels as much impatience now, in 
detentions of that kind, as formerly when travelling over 
bad roads, in old stages, at the rate of forty miles per day. 

" I cannot say with any certainty what will be the day of 
my return ; but if I do not come on Third day, thee may 
go to the farm on Fifth day, and I too will go in the cars on 
that day at half-past one o'clock, and probably reach the 
farm between seven and nine in the evening. 

" Tell Charles that the bill was reported upon adversely 
the early part of last week, that Fraley got Trego to write, 
and also that the letter from Paxton was at his suggestion ; 
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1846. that the committee changed; that the chairman has come 
mZ^, round to our bill very decidedly in its first shape; that 
Cochran turned against us in committee, but that he leads 
me to suppose he will vote for us in the House. We have 
decided to have it called up at the first opportunity, and 
trust its fate. As far as we can gather, the prospect is 
good ; but there may be much opposition that is yet un- 
developed. The great question of the 'Right of Way' is still 
involved in as much doubt as heretofore; but the oppo- 
sition are in better spirits, and begin to feel that it may 
fail. The tax on coal is quite an absorbing question, and 
it will probably be carried. It is a matter about which I am 
somewhat indifferent, although it may greatly conflict with 
my interest." 

''March '>pth. Went to the House before breakfast, and 
saw some of the members ; made some progress in getting 
their opinions of my bill. Among the most promising fof 
us are Burrell, Burnside, Knox, Worrell, Bright, Kinkle, 
Meghan, Larkin, and the city members. Walked to Gov- 
ernor Porter's furnace, and had some conversation with him 
in the evening on the result of its work. 

''April 2d. Electioneered among the Whigs for votes to 
our ' transportation bill,' I trust with some success. Was 
introduced to Judge Palmer in the House. De Forrest, of 
Schuylkill Haven, also arrived. Seeing so many of Tag- 
gart's friends, I suggested that a compromise might be 
effected, and having written what I thought would be right, 
showed it to Taggart and Fraley, who handed it to Judge 
Palmer, and all appeared satisfied with it. 

"April id. Taggart did not accede to the proposition unt^ 
conditionally, so I refused to be bound, and sent to the 
board for their consent. Left letter also for Dillingham & 
Vogdes, starting for the farm at half-past one, and reaching 
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it about nine, where I found my wife. Spent Friday with 1846. 
her, and left for the city in the evening. "mt^i 

''April $tk. Brother Charles having resolved to go to 
Harrisburg on account of the Schuylkill Navigation bill, 
we walked to see the Fairmount lock, which is nearly 
completed. 

'' April ^th, Charles and Mr. Dillingham returned from 
Harrisburg. Bill passed the House. 

''April 14th, Returned to the farm; I find Andrew en- 
gaged in ploughing for corn in the north field. He does not 
plough well, but seems disposed to .try. George finished a 
rough job at the upper end of the oatfield, and made fences 
around three chestnut stumps. Paid bills to saddler and 
blacksmith. Edmund gardening, he seems to understand 
it, and, as I have employed him for six dollars per month, 
I trust he will earn the money. Potatoes planted to-day ; . 
cucumbers, squashes, late peas, and string-beans ; cabbages, 
onions, and beets, two days ago. 

"April 18/A. Charles called upon me in reference to a visit 
to Harrisburg; stopping at the office, and finding the 
president and most of the company wished me to go, I 
acceded, and prepared to leave. The arrival of the Unicorn 
from England excited some sensation. 

"April 19/A. Left home at twelve at night for Harrisburg. 
Saw Messrs. W. T. Roberts, Fraley, and Vogdes, who in- 
formed me that the bill was in the hands of the governor. 
Mr. Kane, the attorney-general, arriving, Mr. Roberts and 
myself called upon him, and had a satisfactory interview.'* 

Having returned from Harrisburg, he says : 

"April 22d, Attended the Yearly Meeting in the afternoon. 
The report upon spirituous liquors was read: the whole 
number of those using them in the Yearly Meeting being 
forty-nine. Called upon G. Howland, to invite him to 
tea. 
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1846. ^^ April 25/A. Purchased a ton of Peruvian guano, through 
^P *1 Dr. Emerson, yesterday, to send to my farm. Attended 
some sittings of the Yearly Meeting, which has just closed, 
and which has occupied attention more than usual, on ac- 
count of the peculiar condition of the New England Yearly 
Meeting. 

** April 26/A. Walked with wife and son and daughter to 
N. Randolph's, his wife having had a fine boy a few days 
since. With brother Charles to Fairmount lock, where we 
found the water was let in. 

** April 2%th, The Great Western, on her first trip from 
England this year, was telegraphed to-day. Sister Hannah 
left us, to take up her residence with brother Horatio, where 
I trust she will be useful and happy. Drove with wife to 
Buist's garden, and bought tomato-plants. 

** April ±gth. My man Morrow reports his coat stolen 
from the stable, — ^the third instance and to three several 
men. At a small party at Mr. J. Fisher Leaming's, being 
mostly gentlemen of the city, but among them General 
Bigler of the Senate, who has taken quite a hold on the 
feelings of the citizens. 

** April 30/A. The subscription to the Central Railroad by- 
individuals of this city is now the prominent subject ,of 
conversation, having many opponents. At the counting 
and burning of the notes of the Philadelphia Bank, after 
dinner, and at Dagworthy Wells's after tea. 

**May 1st. Took wife and daughters Mary and Caroline 
to Langenheim's, and had their daguerreotypes taken, suc- 
ceeding very well with all. 

''May 4/A. Rose before five to go to the farm. Took the 
West Chester Road, leaving Mary at school, and got to the 
farm before twelve, with wife, daughter Carry, and son E. 
Found the farm in fair condition. 

" Set George and William to making fence, and Edmund 
preparing the yard for wife's rose-hedge. Having sent 
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some guano, I have been applying it in various methods in 
the garden, and hope for some fruit, in the shape of vegeta- 
bles for the table. 

''May i2th. Some excitement in the city on the subject of 
the Mexican War, as it is now called. It has made some 
stir in the lead market, and enabled us to sell about ten 
thousand pigs to-day. After dinner, went with brother 
Charles to Conshohocken on the Reading Railroad. Walked 
down to Manayunk, looking at the canal and locks, taking 
the little steamer home. 

''May 13/A. Accompanied Price Wetherill to arbitrate a 
case for goods, which was decided in our favor. Met com- 
mittee on the Central Railroad address, and debated the 
merits of the matter. Drove with wife and children down 
the Neck, and in the evening took tea at H. C. Wood's, with 
I. Tyson, wife, and our family. 

"May 14/A. A clerk at the Philadelphia Bank having, by 
several careless acts, caused loss to the bank, I moved that 
he be dismissed; which was agreed to unless he paid the loss. 
Insurance companies called together to determine upon 
war risks at high premiums. Wife and children visited the 
Deaf and Dumb Institution. 

"May \6th. Called upon C. Ellet after dinner, to inquire 
what arrangements were made for the lime trade on the 
Schuylkill, and had much talk with him in regard to the ar- 
rangement of tolls. He seems very positive that a large 
revenue can be made from articles exclusive of coal, say one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 

"May 18/A. Served on committee at Insurance Company. 
We decided to take risks at about three times the usual 
premium, — arising from fear of privateers sailing under 
Mexican colors. There is a strong feeling that we are 
likely to have a war of some continuance with Mexico, and 
that it may eventually involve us in a war with England. 

"May 22d, Quite a division of sentiment among the citi- 
zens in regard to a subscription by the city to the Central 
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Railroad. Received a note from W. S. Stell, announcing 
present for wife. At Dr. Wood's in the evening, — 3l small 
party for Dr. Handy, of Baltimore, and wife. 

*'May 2id, Dr. Wood paid our daughter Carry a visit, and 
then left in steamboat for Greenwich. This being Carry's 
birth-anniversary, her sickness is a great disappointment to 
her. Went to see portrait of the doctor at Lambdin's, and 
do not think the likeness striking. 

''yune 2d. Left for farm before six, taking Eddy, and 
stopping to see Mary. Saw John Trimble and W. Harry 
about stones and trees. Corn has not improved much, but 
grainfields look finely. Garden is in fair condition. Have 
decided on the plan for a chicken-house. 

'^yune lotk. Rose before five, and took passage in the Mill- 
ville stage, at which place I arrived before breakfast. Went up 
to the furnace, looked at the ore, the stock of iron on hand, 
the corn, the potatoes, and fruit. Rode down the meadow, 
which I found covered with grass, but of poor quality. 

^^yune I2th. Our babe quite unwell yesterday, and still a 
good deal indisposed. Met a few gentlemen this evening, 
to consult on the subject of influencing Councils to subscribe 
to the Central Railroad. We formed committees to get sub- 
scribers in each ward. 

^'yune i^th. Called upon several persons to ask them to 
obtain signatures to the memorial to the Councils, and found 
them mostly willing to undertake it. Many have been 
employed in that way all day. 

**yune 1 5 /A. Started for the farm at two, finding the roads 
unusually good. Stopped to see our daughter, whom we 
found well, and also at mother's. Arrived before eight, 
finding all things in order. 

**yune i6th. Instructed my men to mow the clover. Three 
of them went at it, and mowed until after four, when I took 
them off to rake what was mown in the morning. 

*'yune igth. Our little babe continues very sick. The 
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steamer Cambria's news arrived to-day, the most important 
part of which is the instruction to Mr. Packenham, the 
British minister, to offer the mediation of his government to 
the United States and Mexico, which may end the war. 

*'yune 2ist, On account of our babe's health, we rode this 
morning round by Point Breeze, taking all the children at 
home with us. It is also Eddy's sixth birthday, and we 
were gratified by seeing a large blue heron in the meadow. 

**yune 2zd. Subscribed, in the name of our firm, to the 
Central Railroad twenty thousand dollars. Was called upon 
by Charles Elmer in relation to claims against D. C. Wood ; 
also by Lucius Q. C. Elmer, whom I engaged as my general 
counsel in any claim against D. C. W. 

'^yune 2id. Read note from D. S. Brown to meet a few 
persons at his counting-room, and was selected, with Mr. 
Grigg, to call upon a number of gentlemen to urge them to 
go forward and subscribe to the Central Railroad, which we 
did without much apparent success ; we had a number of 
fair promises, however. 

" yune 24/A. Visited railroad company, and found some 
of the parties solicited signing. Was successful in making 
arrangements for payments to be made on the first p»oximo. 
Wife and sons Eddy and George left for Lombardy Grove 
in carriage. 

*'yune 2yh, Carriage returned with a letter from Mrs. 
Wood, saying it had broken down on the way out ; no one 
hurt. Rode, with Dr. Wood and wife and my daughter 
Carry, to the Misses Bacon, at Hamilton to tea, spending a 
pleasant evening. 

**yune lotk. Called upon a number of persons for sub- 
scriptions to the Central Railroad, with Charles W. Church- 
man, but with little success. Agreed with G. D. Wetherill 
to take his subscription of twenty shares off his hands at 
seventy-five per cent. Took tea, with son Richard, at Doctor 
Wood's, spending the evening. Met North American In- 
surance Company. 
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1846. **yuly 1st. Purchased a pair of frf.^ctacles, which I find 
'^ " "^ useful, — ^another proof that nature is wearing out with me 
' ^' and eternity coming on." 

It was most difficult to find anything to make your father 
a present of, or anything to do for him personally, his 
wants were so few, and always diminishing, — as it seemed 
to give him pleasure to find that he could do without 
what others considered necessary. On the day after the 
purchase above referred to was made, when he came to 
the farm to visit us, and told me, significantly, that he had 
made himself a present^ and bade me guess what it was, I 
replied that " I was much delighted to hear he had been 
indulging himself, but could form no conjecture of what 
the article might be." And when, as if by magic, he placed 
a pair of spectacles on his nose, and looked archly at me 
through them, I was so struck with grieved amazement that 
I could only reply to his raillery by my fast-falling tears, as 
I had no idea he felt the need of any such aids ; and could 
not but recognize in them one of the warnings of an event 
which, even in the dim and distant future, I could only think 
of withjunmitigated dread. 

**yuly \th. Spent most of the morning in glazing various 
windows in our farm-house, and considered the day as well 
spent as in any frivolous convivial party. Men employed 
on various jobs, as it is too wet for ploughing corn or hay- 
making. 

^'yuly ^th. My son Richard and daughter Carry went to 
meeting with me. It was smaller than usual, but we had 
a chaste and pointed exhortation from S. Trimble. Wife 
left for home after dinner, taking our babe, whose sickness 
is now cause of great anxiety.* 

* This baby was our son Randolph, who had for several days been ill with 
symptoms which I did not like to rely on my own unaided judgment to com- 
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*'yuly6th. Set all m^ aien mowing in the barn-field, early 
in the morning, and continued them at it through the day, 
except a short time at ploughing corn, by Andrew. I hoed 
what he ploughed, then turned some hay. Did that again 
in the afternoon, and am pretty tired by my day's work. 

^'yuly yth. Set two hands to cradling wheat, which is 
much down and a very light crop. Worked hard in 
turning hay, which we put in barn. About five my car- 
riage and man arrived, and brought letter fi'om wife, 
stating that our babe was very ill indeed, and requesting 
me to come at once in the cars. Dropped everything and 
went to the depot; got to the city about half-past nine, 
taking Ann Buchanan with me. 

^'July %th. Babe does not improve much. The bill for 
the change of the tariff having passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the public mind is quite agitated by the proba- 
ble effect it will have upon the business of the country 
should it pass the Senate and become a law. 

bat ; and, finding his father willing to remain at the farm for a short time, 
I left after dinner, on this warm day, to take him to the city, where the best 
of medical advice I knew would be freely and lovingly given. I had left the 
farm scarcely two hours when a furious storm unexpectedly came up. The 
rain fell in torrents. The thunder was fearful, and the lightning almost 
incessant. In one instance our passage was so impeded by a huge tree, struck, 
by lightning, lying across the road, that we could not pursue it, but were 
obliged to turn into another. All this anxious time I sheltered my baby in 
my arms and with my garments as well as I could, and as he was too young 
to fear the raging elements, and I succeeded in preventing his getting wet, he 
was no worse for this exposure. Our arrival in Philadelphia was delayed 
until late in the evening, and when I got there, having no attendant with me, 
I found the servant, who had charge of the premises, was absent. Fortunately 
the key of our house had been left next door, at our brother Dr. Wood's. He, 
with his accustomed kindness, came at once to my aid, sending his servants 
with water for hot baths for our dear little invalid, and paying us every atten- 
tion during that long night of ceaseless watching and fatigue, passed in 
walking the floors of our two large chambers. After a very critical illness 
of some days, he began to improve, and in less than two weeks I returned 
with him to the farm, where he soon became quite well. 

18 
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"yulygtk. Babe without apparent change in the morning,, 
but in the evening seems better. My farmer came in with 
butter, and finds the market very much improved, both in 
price and ease in making sales. General Patterson, whose 
nomination as major-general has been confirmed by the 
Senate, told me that he expected to be ordered to Mexico 
in two weeks. 

''yuly loth. The warmest day by far this year. I ob- 
served the thermometer at the corner of Arch and Sixth, at 
half-past two o'clock, 104°. Very much occupied all the 
morning by business calls. Left after dinner for the farm, 
reaching it about nine, our babe seeming much better. 

''5^ly nth, Afterbreakfast, rode over to Mrs. Randolph's, 
and found my three children very happy, and well pleased 
with their position. Finished cutting wheat in the front 
field, and began on the orchard. Regret to learn that two 
of my men have had a drunken frolic. 

''July \2th. My son Richard, who is my only companion, 
coughs a good deal, and I have strong reason to think it 
the hooping-cough. Walked to the lower end of the place, 
and as mother called just at the time, went to meeting in 
her carriage; then left for home, and arrived before dark. 

''yuly iith. Spent much time at bank and at insurance 
office, on the business of the institution. Drink every 
morning a few glasses of Blue Lick water, and find it has 
acted well. Gathered apricots from the tree in our garden. 

'^July 15/A. Quite hurried in getting ready to start in the 
cars for farm, to take wife and babe. Left at half-past 
seven, and had some difficulty in inducing the State agent 
to stop for us at Oaklands, as it is contrary to their practice. 

''July igth. Went to meeting with wife, and then returned 
in the cars to the city with our son Richard. On calling with 
him upon Dr. Wood, he decided that he has the hoop- 
mg-cough, and supposes that our babe also has taken it. 

''yuly 20tk, Completed a contract with Thomas Wyman 
for one-half of my tract of coal land, at one hundred and 
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ten doltars per acre. Two thousand dollars, a mortgage on 1846. 
city property for two thousand seven hundred dollars, and ^'^^ 
mortgage on the coal lands for the balance. 

*'yuly2ist Rose early, and with son R. picked the apri- 
cots on the tree in the garden, which, I think, must have 
been half a bushel in all; sent several baskets to some 
friends. Left with son for farm, taking fruit and tomatoes. 
Stopped at Walkertown, where wife and carriage were wait- 
ing for me. 

*'yuly 22d, Dr. Wood and wife arrived, with their car- 
riage and four, to dinner ; but very soon after one of their 
horses died from fatigue. 

'*yuly 23^. Was very much out of humor with my man 
Edmund, because he went to the city with William, as 
we had a fine hay-making day. Turned to raking and 
making hay. Planted ruta-bagas in the spot from which we 
took potatoes. 

''July 24/A, Turned over our hay and rakings, and got the 
latter principally in the house. In the afternoon rode with 
Dr. Wood to mother's, where we stayed to tea with our 
wives, who had been down to see our daughter Mary at her 
school. 

**yuly 2 5 /A. All hands went to work turning hay, and the 
weather being so fine we succeeded in getting it all into the 
barn. Dr. Reese, of Lyonville, called upon us and sat about 
an hour; the visit being intended for Dr. Wood, I presume. 

^'July 2jth. My four men went to cutting oats, which are 
very much down, but have the appearance of yielding well. 
Rode with the doctor before dinner, and in the afternoon 
was engaged principally with son Richard in pulling up 
wild carrots in my cloverfield. 

'*yuly 2Zth. Men at work getting in hay. Went with the 
doctor, his wife and mine, and our two oldest children, here, 
to Phoenixville. Looked at the various iron-works, and re- 
turned, stopping to dine at the Yellow Springs. 

^"July 29/A. John Todd, quite early this morning, brought 
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1846. a pair of oxen to be tried, which proved too wild; he 
^'TC brought another pair, and, upon trial, I bought them at sixty- 
dollars. Men at work in the hayfield saving timothy seed, 
which is very fine and plentiful. Whipped the child of my 
farmer at the risk of incurring his mother's displeasure. 

''yiily list. Mr. Wyman called to say that he had left the 
deeds handed him withT. Williamson; I left mine for Silly- 
man for execution. Mr. Dewy called and gave his plans for the 
improvement of the coal lands ; and Osborne in the after- 
noon, to suggest the building of a mill and store. 

'*Aug; 1st. Much hurry to enable me to reach the cars at 
ten for the farm. Succeeded, but was compelled to stand 
until Mr. Gebhard gave me his seat. Babe's health about 
the same. In the evening had Mary Anna, Susan, and Wil- 
liam Longstreth. 

**Aug, 3^. The Longstreths left us after breakfast; Dr. 
Wood and wife, after dinner, for Schooley's Mountain. We 
tried a horse belonging to Mr. Butler, which the doctor 
bought for one hundred dollars. 

'^Aug. 6th. The surface of the ground is now getting dry, 
and on digging potatoes, find about one-half rotten. Worked 
in the oatfield, — a good crop, but much down, and difficult 
to gather, and also in making some hay, back of woods. 
My son Richard rode to the Oaklands, and brought me 
letter from B. V. Marsh, which induced me to go to the 
city. Left with wife and son George after dinner, stopping 
at mother's, where daughter Carry remained. Got to the 
city about ten o'clock ; fine moonlight. 

''Aug. ^th. Very much occupied at the desk of B. V. 
Marsh, who went to the seashore this morning. About four 
o'clock I left in carriage with wife, Jane Parry, and son 
George, for the farm. 

''Aug. \2th. Found my people at store very busy, having 
sold a large amount of goods. Called at Schuylkill Navi- 
gation office, and had some conversation about their affairs. 
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Not much prospect of coal before October. Received letter 1846. 
from Dr. Wood at Schooley's Mountain, and answered it. ^^^TT^, 
Peaches very abundant at fifty cents per basket", and toma- 
toes twelve and a half cents. 

''Aug, ipk. Attended meeting of aboard at Philadelphia 
Bank. The offering was larger than usual. Received note 
from wife, by William, who came in about ten. Called on 
Anna E. Massey, to invite her to accompany me to the 
farm on Saturday. Very busy with correspondence at my 
counting-room. 

" Aug. \/^h. Got up early and trimmed and tied grapevines 
that had grown luxuriantly. Called upon Dr. Morton, who 
tells me that I had better go to Saratoga to get rid of the . 
nettle-rash, which he says I have. Much troubled with the 
cash account of my firm, in the absence of the cashier and 
book-keeper. 

''Aug, 1 8/A. Employed in the morning in my lead trade ; 
in the afternoon, took the 4.30 cars for New York. Found 
a number of acquaintance on board. Mr. Fackler gave me 
a little account of James G. Birney, the abolitionist, he 
having resided some time in Huntsville." 

I remained at our home in the country, in the company 
of our little ones, during this trip of my husband to Sara- 
toga, and received from him several pleasant letters, one or 
two of which I here introduce. 

"New York, Aug. 19th 1846. 

" My dear Wife, — We separated so suddenly on the road 
yesterday that the parting kiss was not given, and scarcely 
good wishes expressed. I am very well satisfied, however, 
that they were felt, and that, I take it, is the essence of affec- 
tion. 

" Our friend, M. L. Dawson, was so kind as to give me a 
seat in his carriage to the town [West Chester], and we had 
a full and pleasant car-load to the city. I found all well at 
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1846. home, and left them so after dinner to-day. Saw Charles. 
^^ "^ His family are all well, but they had not heard from the 
doctor. 

" I had quite a job before breakfast this morning in pack- 
ing up the wardrobe that thee was so fearful was deficient ; 
and if thee had heard the grunting of the porter as he 
lugged the trunk to the Astor House, this evening, thee 
would have fancied that there was a supply at least for the 
next twelve months. So many persons are here to-night 
that I cannot have a single room, and may fancy myself 
well off to get a bed of any kind to sleep in. I trust, how- 
ever, that it will be better than a ^shake-down' and that I 
shall be fully awake to take the seven o'clock boat to-mor- 
row morning for Troy, as I hope to be able to reach Sara- 
toga in the evening 

" A short, stout, rough-and-ready gentleman, in a slouched 
straw hat, came familiarly to me, on board the boat this 
afternoon, and, in a kind and pleasant voice, said to me, * It 
has been long since we met,' — and I felt quite ashamed that 
I did not, at first glance, recognize Professor A. D. Bache, 
who is so modest and so intelligent. We had a pleasant 
chat. He, as thee knows, is in the employ of the govern- 
ment as the Chief of the Coast Survey of the United States, — 
a most honorable employment, and one that very few persons 
would be able worthily to fill. He told me his wife accom- 
panied him in his expeditions ; that they camped out to- 
gether, and that roughing it had made her, from a delicate, 
quite a hardy personage. I had rather be such a man than 
the Emperor Nicholas, and his wife, than a leader of Al- 
mack's. He has knowledge without pretence, and is modest 
without bashfulness. 

" It is now almost twelve o'clock, and as I do not know 
how many men I have to go to bed to, I feel but little incli- 
nation for repose on such terms, and am almost induced 
to throw myself on the sofa and try to dream of thee. 

" Write to me, please, as soon as thee gets this, and say 
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how all things are at the farm, and what has been done 1846. 
there. As I did not get to see Dr. Thomas, 1 wish thee ^^ .^ 
would say to William that I want him to inquire of the 
doctor if he has clean and suitable seed wheat, and the price 
at which he will sell twenty bushels. 

" Give my love to all the youngsters, not neglecting the 
crowing one." 

Before retiring to rest, my husband was kind enough, 
although he had written to me in the small hours of that 
morning, again to address me: 

"Troy, Aug. 19th, 1846. 

" My Dearest, — Having had a most charming day, 
and feeling well, I am much disposed to chat with thee 
about what has passed since my last, which by this time 
must be pretty stale, having been written at least twenty 
hours ; and I am the more inclined just at this moment to 
do so, as I can do all the talking myself, which is some- 
times far from being the case ! Thus, thee sees, I am not 
willing always to adopt the course of Moses, even if I have 
as good a talker as Aaron was to speak for me. 

" Having parted with each other at twelve last night, 
there occurs an interval of some hours, of which I can say 
but little, as soon after that time I became unconscious, and 
remained in that state Until about six this morning, when I 
returned to action in rather more comfortable condition 
than for the last two weeks. The rash, however, was far 
from being all gone, and thy friction would have been very 
palliating. I was fortunate enough to breakfast before 
starting for the boat, which went at seven, and on my way 
there experienced one of those coincidences we have so often 
spoken of. My trunk stood upon the door-sill, marked, in 
large letters, R. D. W., and under it one of the same dimen- 
sions, marked G. B. W. When we got into the coach I called 
the gentleman's attention to the fact, and made it the oc- 
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1846. casion for inquiring his name, which I found to be Wallace. 
ja-^ ' He spends ^his winters in Washington, and is, I presume, 
one of the numerous class there known as correspondents 
of newspapers in the different cities ; an intelligent fellow, 
and pointed out on the boat a number of persons I was 
gratified in knowing. The most distinguished was Packen- 
ham, the British minister, who, accompanied by his secre- 
tary, is on his way to Canada by Saratoga. He is a bachelor 
of about fifty, and, to reconcile thee to the habiliments of 
thy husband, I much regret thee did not see both him and 
his secretary, who is the son of Lord Ponsonby. The next 
time that I have a criticism on my coat, pantaloons, or 
cravat, I will give a description of his, feeling that thee will 
be satisfied if thy old spouse dresses as well as the nephew 
of the Duke of Wellington, and his cousin. 

" The minister's face and general appearance were those 
of a man fond of good living, and if we remain for some 
years longer in this world we may hear of his going sud- 
denly out of it. 

" Mr. White, the government agent for Oregon, was 
another of the gentlemen made known to me. He is, or 
has been, a clergyman, is a shrewd, pleasant, communicative 
Yankee, and had much to say of that distant territory. 

" The atmosphere was cool and clear, and the banks of 
the Hudson, I presume, never looked more beautiful. The 
fine dwellings and improved grounds on the east side of the 
river would, I fear, have excited all thy longings for a home 
on its shore, for I could hardly restrain some feelings of 
envy for the comforts apparently spread for the enjoyment 
of those who occupy them. They are improved by contrast 
with the Palisades, which present so wild and rugged an 
aspect, a little boy of six years on the boat remarked that 
* They looked like a high wall to keep pigs out* It shows 
how little notion he had of their height. 

" It was pleasant to see all the thriving villages as we 
passed them, and call up their old and new associations, 
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whatever the character of the incidents may have been. 1846. 
Many of them are of a kind that should shock the Christian, ^iJTI?. 
but are so mellowed by time and familiarity as to lose the 
horror they ought to inspire. The fidelity shown at Tarry- 
town calls up the recollection of the perfidy at Fort Clinton ; 
and the courage shown at Stony Point at once reminds you 
of the blood that might, under other circumstances, have 
been shed there. At Sing Sing you cannot help feeling 
how much cruelty is inflicted in the name of reformation ; 
and at West Point we see science devoted to instruct men 
how best to slay their fellow-creatures. 

" Along the Highlands I was struck by the labors of a 
crowd of men and one or two steam-engines, and, upon in- 
quiry, I was told that they had been employed there for 
nearly two years in digging for Captain Kidd's ship, which 
was said to be sunk at that spot, well filled with the precious 
metals. They have excavated a large space, are now pump- 
ing water out of a huge coffer-dam very industriously, and 
are encouraged to persevere by having found an old cannon, 
satisfied that something more valuable will be obtained at a 
greater depth. 

"Our boat had two hundred passengers; we soon over- 
took another, which had become disabled, and was very glad 
to furnish us an additional hundred, so that we were more 
thronged than was agreeable, particularly at dinner, which 
was good enough, but somewhat difficult to obtain,, as the 
consumers were too many for the supplies. 

" We arrived at Troy before sunset, and in time for me to 
ascend Mount Ida and look down upon the Trojans and 
Mount Olympus. But I saw nothing in the residence of the 
Muses, or in the movements of the children of Priam, to 
light up any of the fire of the one, or to excite sympathy 
for the victims of Achilles." 

" Aug, 20th, Left Troy, in the cars, for Saratoga. Stopped 
at the United States Hotel, tKe most important of the place; 
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1846. found a few acquaintance, and about three hundred 

'^Aug, 2\st, Was gratified by the kindness of Dr. Dorr in 
procuring for me a chair in the main room, and his intro- 
duction to Mr. Meredith and Mr. Chancellor, — ^the first, a 
lawyer, of Baltimore. My seat enables me to see most of 
the company in the room. At the head of the table sits 
Walter Brown, an ex-mayor of New York. 

*'Aug, 22d, Strolled into cemetery ; saw monument to M. 
M. Davidson, the poetess, by her brothers. Visited the 
Indians; bought bows and arrows. Went to Pavilion 
Spring, which is one of the most extraordinary sights of 
the place, but at this time somewhat out of fashion." 

Through some accident or misdirection of my letters to 

my husband, none of them were received by him during his 

stay at Saratoga, — ^and this served as an excuse for leaving 

the place before he had derived all the benefit from his visit 

I had hoped for. 

" Saratoga, Aug. 23d. 

" My Dearest, — I wrote from New York the evening after 
my arrival, and from Troy the next evening, and I mailed 
another from this place yesterday, directed to the Oaklands, 
but as yet have none from thee. 

" I have continued to drink the water according to the 
approved custom : get up at six, walk to the spring, drink 
two, three, or four glasses, as may seem necessary, then 
walk from a quarter to half a mile, return to the spring, take 
one, two, or three more — ^and use it no more for the day. 
The result is very pleasant, attended with no pain, and gives 
an excellent appetite for breakfast and dinner. So much 
that I fear its indulgence may lessen the good effect of the 
water. To-day my rash is less troublesome, but I am not 
free from acidity of stomach. 

" I have spent this day with more satisfaction than I always 
feel at the close of a Sabbath, — having attended Baptist 



RICHARD Jp, WOOD. 27 1 

church morning, afternoon, and evening, and hearing im- 1846. 
pressive sermons from Mr. Welsh, of Albany, Mr. Magouin, ^7^ 
of Richmond, Va., and Cheever, of New York. The first 
was very pathetic, being upon the kindness of the Saviour 
in raising the child at the gate of the city of Nain. The 
last was upon the sin of Judas, which he treated as growing 
chiefly out of the love of money. The remorse came when 
he saw the unexpected condemnation, but it did not come 
as Peter's did, with repentance. 

" 24/A. No letter from thee, my dear, yet. I can only 
have the negative consolation that no news is good news ; 
for thee certainly would have written, and have taken pains 
that the letter should come to me, had anything serious 
been the matter with any of you. I had a letter from Mr. 
Yarrow, and he does not mention you, which is a further 
proof that you are in good health. 

"The company here is as evanescent as the dew, — ^at 
breakfast and dinner to-day our tables were full, and at tea 
they seemed to be half gone. Yesterday, opposite me sat 
two or three families of pretty and intelligent ladies, now 
their seats are all vacant To-morrow, they will probably 
be filled by strangers, who will disappear the next day. 
There are many pretty young ladies, but none that will 
compare with Mrs. John Butler. She certainly is a noble- 
looking creature, and if her intellect and its culture compare 
with her physique, she must be a most charming wife. I 
rarely enter the drawing-room, as I feel no interest in be- 
coming acquainted with any more ladies : being myself in 
possession of one whose charms quite satisfy me, is, I pre- 
sume, the cause of my indifference 

" This evening I made the acquaintance of several South- 
ern planters, intelligent, plain, independent men, and as 
their modes of home-life and conversation are somewhat 
novel, I have enjoyed their company. Satisfy them that 
you are not an abolitionist, and you have their hearts at 
once ; but try to convince them that they do wrong in keep- 
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ing slaves, and endeavor to point to some mode of manu- 
mission, and you arouse all their selfishness. 

** 2$tA, As I have no letters this morning, I have decided 
to turn homeward at nine to-morrow, getting to Albany to 
dine, then to New York and our city, where, I presume, 
there will be business to detain me until Seventh day, when 
I look forward to taking the cars at ten. Please let me 
meet thee, and as many of the youngsters as there is room 
for, at Walkertown, at twelve. 

" Let me have a letter in Philadelphia, if thee has not 
forgotten how to write. Should that be the case, employ 
Carry, as I want a letter from her." 

**Aug. 26th, Drank the usual quantity of Congress-water. 
Left in the cars for Albany. Took passage on board the 
Hendrick Hudson ; dined at the Delevan House ; spent an 
hour or two listening to the debates of the convention on 
the judiciary, and went on board boat at seven, reaching 
New York about daylight. 

^'Aug, 2yth, Took breakfast at the Astor House. Called 
to see P. Burrows. Left New York at nine. Wife came 
home this evening, from the farm, to meet and welcome 
me. 

"Aug. 28/A. Passed a pleasant day, as I felt uncommonly 
well, not having much headache. 

"Sept, 1st. After dinner, yesterday, wife and I came to the 
farm. Worked for some time in pulling up wild carrots. 
Set the men to hauling compost. In the afternoon went to 
Richard Thomas's and engaged twenty-five bushels of seed 
wheat, to be sent for as soon as convenient. 

"Sept. 2d. Set my man George to work ploughing, and 
made several turns round the farm. Sent son Richard to 
mill with wheat; left for the city with son R., after tea, and 
came from Oaklands to Broad Street in about one and 
three quarter hours, one of the shortest trips ever made. 
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**Sept, 3^/. Found on getting up that my man William 
was in from the farm. Rejected a proposition that was 
made at bank this morning by A. Cummings. In relating 
an anecdote this morning, I colored the story beyond the 
truth, which I truly repent. 

'*Sept. /^th. Wrote note to A. Robinson, and afterward 
called to see him, and obtained his promise to settle the 
question of my mortgage next week. Our market most 
abundantly supplied with peaches, which sell from twelve 
and a half to twenty-five cents per basket. 

''Sept, $th. Left in the cars for the farm, and was seated 
next to Colonel Clement Biddle, and soon entered on the 
subject of political economy. He talked constantly all the 
way to 'the Paoli' on various subjects in which he takes par- 
ticular interest. Found wife at Walkertown waiting for me. 

'*Sept ytk. Settled with Todd for oxen and sheep, and 
got from him an offer of eighteen dollars for cow. Rode 
over to see M. Lee and Jos. Gordon. Went with wife and 
daughter to William Trimble's to tea. Walked over his 
farm, which is a very good one. He showed me some 
specimens of lead ore found in one of his fields. 

''Sept, 2>th, Employed in the fields among the ploughmen, 
picking up stones. In the afternoon saw our neighbor 
Vickers, who showed me stone in his fields which he said I 
should have for carting away. Wife and all the children 
went to mother's to tea. Called upon Mordecai Lee, the 
butcher, to purchase a cow. 

''Sept, i6th. Passed morning at bank and at insurance 
office. Wife and family returned from the country for the 
season. Bought of a person of the name of Tucker, on the 
wharf just above Market Street, twenty baskets Nansemond 
potatoes, at forty cents, delivered. 

Sept, iSt/t, My man William sold his butter at an average 
of about thirty cents. The article has been higher for some 
days than for several years. 

** Sept, igtk. At request of Philadelphia Bank, met com- 
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1846. mittee of the Mechanics' Bank at the institution, to consult. 

^^^ on the subject of the Cumberland Valley Road. Paid Dr. 

Morton for medical services for 1845. Dr. Wood and wife 

returned from Schooley's Mountain, and, with sister Hannah, 

took tea with us. 

''Sept 22d, Went to store, insurance office, and bank, 
after breakfast, and did some business. Left for the farm. 
Got to Walkertown after twelve, and, walking over, missed 
my proper course, and found it necessary to inquire. My 
men were cutting corn, which seemed pretty ripe, but far 
from being a heavy crop. 

''Sept 23^. Set my men to cutting the second crop of 
clover, and brought in the crop of pumpkins, which is very- 
light. My men report very little rot in the potatoes. Left 
at five, walking over to Oaklands. 

"Sept 24/A. Reported at bank the terms for loan to the 
Cumberland Valley Railroad. Spent the evening at Dr. 
Wood's, in company with brother Charles and wife, Ho- 
ratio, and sister Hannah, and Dr. Gerhard. 

"Sept, 26th, Engaged Cornelius to put up chandeliers in 
our parlor, at fifty dollars each. Judge Sergeant called upon 
me to take an interest in the railroad along the Schuylkill ; 
which I do not feel much disposed to act in. 

"Sept 28/A. Called upon G. W. Toland and B. M. Hinch- 
man to see what steps are taking with the Central Railroad 
ticket, and find they are about preparing a ticket for the 
Councils for that purpose. Had two or three calls by parties 
wishing to interest me in the Sunbury Railroad ; which I 
declined. 

"Sept, 30/A. Rode out to cattle show, after dinner, at 
the Rising Sun ; was much pleased with the poultry. The 
stock of cattle much as previous years. Brought in with me 
Judge Longstreth, Dr. Elwyn, and Mr. Peter, the British 
consul. In the evening attended meeting to form railroad 
ticket. 
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^^Oct 4th. Important news from Europe of the continued 
advance of provisions, with the certainty of a short crop, 
and almost entire destruction of the potato. My son R. 
again confined with a boil, the second within a few days. 

''Oct, ytk. Busy in getting signers to the railroad ticket. 
Have been passing through my mind the subject of estab- 
lishing a bank myself, the business of banking being, at this 
time, good in this city. 

''Oct. %th. Returned the papers recommending the rail- 
road ticket, having obtained some two hundred signers. 
Was called upon by S. Towns about the tolls of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company. Called upon D. C. Wood 
for the settlement of the mortgage of ten thousand dol- 
lars. A visit from Dr. Bache, who wishes to get his son 
into our store. 

"Oct, gtk. Our brother, George Randolph, announced to 
my wife that he had to-day engaged himself to Rebecca, 
daughter of Jasper Cope. Reading the work of Sir J. Mack- 
intosh upon the reign of James II., which is extremely 
interesting as a philosophical history. 

"Oct, \2th. Busy in making collections to pay the ex- 
penses of the railroad ticket. Spent the evening in dis- 
tributing them in the ward east of me. Much opposition to 
this ticket from regular Whigs. 

" Oct, 14/A. The railroad ticket failed, owing to the ex- 
treme anxiety of the Whigs for their whole ticket ; but the 
prospect of the general success of the Whigs throughout the 
State is very promising, — a gain of several Congressmen is 
already announced. 

"Oct, i^th. My farmer did not come as usual to market, 
and in the evening I received a letter from him, giving as 
his reason the effects of the storm on Tuesday in demolish- 
ing the fences of the farm. Had a conversation with H. C. 
Corbit on the propriety of care in offering the resolution for 
city subscription. 

"Oct, i6tk. The returns from the country show a proba- 
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1846. bility that the Whigs have carried the State. Read, with 
^^ "^ sorrowful interest, the correspondence of Hamilton and 
Burr, just previous to their fatal duel. 

" Oct. 22d, Had quite a long conversation with W. L. 
Abbott on the subject of banking, — ^a kind of business in 
which he feels much disposed to enter. Went to see the 
sale of Joseph Cowperthwaite's farm, which was bid up to 
about forty thousand dollars, being about ten thousand dol- 
lars more than I was disposed to bid. Wife to tea at her 
brother Nat's. 

'*Oct. 28/A. Had a great variety of calls this morning, for 
various purposes, — Dr. Elwyn to inform me of a farm for 
sale ; Mr. Gordon to inquire about steam navigation upon 
canals ; Colonel Paxton to find fault with Ellet and other 
directors of Schuylkill Navigation Company; P. S. Parker 
to settle our business, etc. 

*'Oct, 29/A. Recommended several of the directors of the 
bank to advocate a dividend of four and a half per cent. 
Spent most of the afternoon at bank, as vault committee, 
and got through. Had a considerable party of my wife's 
relatives to tea, among them Mr. Thomas and Mrs. 
Marsh. 

" Nov, 2d. Made a speech at bank, on the subject of the 
dividend, in favor of four and a half per cent, but was in the 
minority. Went to attend Dr. Wood at his * Introductory 
Lecture on Materia Medica.' Took tea, with wife and our 
brothers, doctor and wife, Horatio, and sister Hannah, at our 
brother Charles's ; Nat. Randolph and wife were there. 

''Nov. ^th. Our babe Randolph walks, and pronounces 
a few simple words, being twelve months old this day. In- 
formed that a boat of one hundred and sixty tons of coal 
was on its way down the Schuylkill Canal. Attended the 
sitting of the Common Council, which, after ^ome debate, 
agreed to subscribe to the Central Railroad. 

''Nov. jtk. Went almost the whole round of the farm, 
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showing William the wood I want him to cut for fire-wood, 
and the work I wished done. Found G. McClees at work 
at post and rail fence, and that a sheep is lost. Left for 
home at ten o'clock. My. wife, two daughters, and self 
took tea at brother Horatio's. 

^'Nov Zth, Had headache upon waking this morning, and 
took a bottle of Congress-water, which I hope will prove 
beneficial. Read most of the day a treatise on the State of 
Education on the Continent of Europe. 

*'Nov. 14/A. Spent some time in the Cow-market, and 
bought four dry cows and a bull, and a fresh cow and calf 
About four o'clock, Edmund, who was put to drive them 
to the farm, called, and said two of them were lost. I di- 
rected him to return, and get the seller to find them at my 
expense. 

''Nov, i6th. Four of our children quite unwell, and in the 
doctor's hands. Babe has a cold and remains of hooping- 
cough ; Eddy, inflamed eyes and cough ; George, swelled 
tonsil and cough ; Carry, fever ; Richard has also remains 
of hooping-cough, and swelled neck. After dinner, walked 
with E. T. Randolph to see some ore on the Schuylkill. 

''Nov. igth. After going to store, returned home and went 
to railroad-cars, meeting James Greaves and J. C. Cresson. 
Ran to Rogers's Ford, above Phoenixville, and met the 
steamer having the Schuylkill Navigation managers on 
board; joined them, and proceeded up canal, meeting the 
Girard coal-boats, having more than two thousand three hun- 
dred tons. At eight, being very dark and rainy, ran aground 
in the Reading pool. Got off, and arrived at Reading. 

"Nov. 20th. Left Reading after breakfast, and, running up 
the canal, found some difficulty in getting under the bridges, 
but worked our way up to Port Clinton. Being nearly dark, 
our crew were indisposed to go farther. We, however, de- 
cided to go on, but ran aground ; got off with trouble, and 
soon were compelled to lie by for the night. 

"Nov. 2ist. Very soon after daylight, started with boat. 

19 
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At Orwigsbiirg Landing, I got out and went up to the town. 
Had an interview with C. Loeser. Hired a man to take me 
to Pottsville, where I met the managers and their boat. 
Called upon some of the colliers, and got their views in 
regard to tolls, which I communicated to the managers. 

"'Nov, 22d. S. Sillyman took me to our coal land, showed 
and explained to me the position of the contemplated im- 

9 

provements. Dined at Shindel's, at Patterson ; went and 
looked at his new mining operations, and returned to Potts- 
ville, he calling to see me after tea. 

''Not', 23^. Left Mount Carbon in the steamer, and had a 
pleasant run to Reading, which we reached in ten and 
a half hours. Our company stopped here for the night. 
I had, yesterday, several arguments with the president of 
the company on the impolicy of charging tolls on parts 
of boat-loads, as if they were full. 

'*Nov. 2^th, Our company left Reading in the boat at 
half-past five this morning, Mr. R. Randolph and myself re- 
maining to come in the cars. Walked to Eckart's Furnace, 
and had some talk with him and Mr. Maners about tolls. 
Saw many rails near Reading in bad condition. Passed the 
steamer above Phcenixville, and reached home to a late 
dinner. 

** Nov, 25/A. Employed in answering letters of business 
that came to hand during my absence, and attending to the 
payment of debts, which are heavy just at this time; but 
money is made easy by the very low rate of exchange on 
England. 

''Nov. 26th, Thanksgiving-day, and most of the business 
places shut up. I have been the greater part of the day 
in looking over the books of the firm, and answering letters. 
Have been called upon by several parties to inquire, and 
several to complain, of the management of the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company. 

"Nozf, 27th. Our babe passed a very restless night, cough- 
ing very much. Doctor ordered, this morning, a blister, and 
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he continues through the day quite sick. Called on collector 
in reference to Santa Fe trade, and afterward saw G. Guyer 
on the same subject. Called on Colonel Biddle in reference 
to a sale of mortgages, which his office declined buying. 

*'Nov, 28///. Purchased forty-five shares of Philadelphia 
Bank stock at one hundred and twelve dollars, making my 
whole amount five hundred shares. At this point I in- 
tend to stop in that bank. Our babe something better, 
having passed a quieter night. My brother Charles very 
sick. 

"Dec. 1st. Charles Wurts and E. Wilcox called upon me 
about circular for the Union Benevolent Society collectors. 
Agreed that Mr. Wurts should write it. Various calls by 
parties who want discounts at the Philadelphia Bank, money 
being more in demand. 

''Dec. 2d. Brother Charles improves. Our babe not ap- 
parently improved, and his life is in a very critical state. [It 
continued so for days, from an obstinate catarrhal affection, 
that rendered repeated blistering and a moist atmosphere, 
impregnated with tar, for some time necessary.] 

''Dec. id. Samuel Fogg took up linden-tree in front of 
house, which I intend to send to farm. I am not without 
apprehension in regard to a continued pain in my left side, 
just below and under the ribs, which I have had for two 
or three years almost constantly. 

"Dec. /^th. Left in the eight o'clock train for farm, getting 
there after eleven. Found men at work thrashing oats. 
Walked over farm, and saw the cattle all in fair condition. 
Received report from my farmer as to his management and 
plans. Settled with G. McClees to December, and agreed 
to employ him for next year. 

"Dec. 2d, ^th. Was informed that at a meeting, last evening, 
committees were appointed, embracing every block in the 
city, for the purpose of getting subscriptions to the Central 
Railroad, and that I was appointed to take charge of one of 
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the committees. So much determination seems to be felt, 
and the necessity known to be so great, that there can be 
but little doubt of success. 

''Dec, yth. Find I am appointed chairman of committee to 
canvass from South to Pine, for the purpose of obtaining 
subscriptions for the Central Railroad, and, this evening, 
made a distribution of the committee with some little diffi- 
culty. Babe better, but still is very sick. Daughter Mary 
had a few of her juvenile friends to celebrate her birthday. 

''Dec, Sth. Very busy upon the affairs of the Central Rail- 
road, having sent the subscription-books to the block com- 
mittee, who are out getting names as subscribers. Spent 
most of the afternoon at the Philadelphia Bank, in counting 
and burning notes, with the committee for that purpose. 

*' Dec, g^A, Sick headache from indulgence in eating last 
evening. Went out to get subscribers to Central Railroad 
with Owen Evans. Sister H. to tea, after which, in com- 
pany with her and wife, I called upon Benjamin Seebohn 
and R. Lindsay, the English friends at M. Cope's, and had 
a pleasant interview. 

"Dec, 1 1 /A. Dr. Mayer and Mr. Wells spent the evening; 
their wives and daughters to tea. Saw John Tucker at his 
office, who told me that the railroad would spend three 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars this year for fire-wood 
for their engines. 

" Dec, 14/A. Had some excitement at bank about Schuyl- 
kill Navigation Company's notes offered for discount. The 
money market is tightening very much in anticipation of the 
effect of the sub-treasury law compelling all payments to be 
made in specie after January, 1 847. 

"Dec. i^th. Called up6n several persons to subscribe for 
Central Railroad. In the afternoon, called upon the people 
in Race Street, between Sixth and Fourth Streets, with but 
little success. Supped with the Insurance Company of 
North, America for the first time for the season. 

"Dec, lith. Had a large family party last evening, prin- 
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cipally Randolphs. Sterling bills offered to-day at five and 1 846. 
a half per cent Wife at Mrs. Vaux's sewing-society. Called ^^^ 
upon Mrs.Stott to inquire about her intention of selling the 
lot adjoining mine. 

^'Dec, 24th, Had a discussion at bank on the subject of 
extra dividend. Money quite scarce, and, what is extraor- 
dinary, exchange very low ; the scarcity owing to the sub- 
treasury law. Conversation with T. P. Cope and his son 
on the loss of their fine ship at sea. Out for subscriptions 
to Central Railroad, but failed to get any. 

^^ Dec, 2^th, Spent the evening at Dr. Randolph's, with 
large family party, principally descendants of Edward Ran- 
dolph, who deceased nearly ten years back. 

*'Dec, 3 \sL Money being very scarce, and having large sums 
to provide for at the end of the year, I am made quite un- 
comfortable by the position, and almost resolved to make 
no more engagements by which I shall be at all embarrassed, 
and under the necessity of obtaining discounts. At the Phila- 
delphia Bank, we decided to subscribe two hundred shares 
of the stock of the Central Railroad, in opposition to the 
president and several of the board, we carrying the resolu- 
tion by one voteT 

My husband having, as we have seen at the conclusion 
of the last year, promoted his junior partners, most of whom 
had their training with him, to the same " platform of profits'* 
as himself, with " the stipulation that he should give no more 
attention to business than suited His pleasure," was at liberty 
to diverge into any of the many enterprises that opened to 
his own mind, or were frequently suggested to it by others ; 
for, as his brother Dr. Wood says, " With the extraordinary 
business talents he possessed, it was impossible he should 
confine himself to a wholesale dry goods store." 

What his mind had now for some time dwelt upon with a 
great deal of pleasure and was the subject of frequent con- 
versations between ourselves, was the establishment of a pri- 
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1846. vate banking-house after the example of Girard in this city, 
^;j?^ and the Browns and others in Europe, as he could not but 
be aware of his own peculiar fitness for this then unusual 
enterprise, and with our large family of sons through whom 
such an institution might be perpetuated, the temptation 
to form it was very great. He had even taken some steps 
toward procuring a suitable building, when a course of 
events, most unlooked-for and undesired, induced him, for 
self-protection, to become the purchaser of the estates at 
Millville of his half-brother, D. C. Wood, consisting of some 
twenty thousand acres of land, with the large water-power 
of the Maurice River, which then, being used only for one 
small furnace, might almost be said to be running to waste. 
As waste of any kind was a thing he abhorred, he imme- 
diately set to work to utilize it in various ways as fast as 
his means permitted. As we follow his records of himself, 
we see how his capital as it accumulated came to be turned 
into this direction, and how, instead of becoming a banker, 
he became a manufacturer on a large and varied scale, and 
was regarded as one of the greatest benefactors of that part 
of New Jersey. 
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*'yan, isL Dined as usual with the family at Dr. Wood's. 1847. 
Our company lessened by the death of our sister Elizabeth, ^t. 47. 

''yan. 20th. A party of gentlemen at my house this even- 
ing, about seventy ; among them many of the prominent 
men of the city, — of strangers, Mr. Ingham and Dr. Baker, 
of Illinois. Mr. Sturdivant, whom I called to invite, had 
returned to New York. 

'^yan. 25///. Was sent for by the president of the Philadel- 
phia Bank to see the president of the railroad, on the subject 
of a compromise by that company and the Schuylkill Navi- 
gation. E. K. Price, who heartily enters into the scheme, 
has had conferences with Tucker. C. EUet, Jun., and brother 
Charles called on this subject, and on the loan of the 
company. 

''yan. 28/A. The excitement in all kinds of provision is 
great. Flour advanced to seven dollars per barrel ; corn 
from seventy to eighty cents ; cotton so much higher that 
manufacturers are indisposed to sell. Have been taking 
cherry-bounce for six weeks as medicine. 

''yan. 30/A. I have been using some exertion to induce 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company to fund at least a part 
of their floating debt, owing to its being so large, and the 
extremely high rate they pay for the money. Called upon 
John Sergeant on this account this afternoon. 

''Feb. 2d, Had long interview with Sturdivant on the 
subject of the arrangement of the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company and the Reading Railroad, which convinced me 
that the railroad is losing by carrying coal. Called twice at 
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1847. the Pennsylvania Bank, to collect interest on Pennsylvania 
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State loan, but found so great a crowd that I left it uncol- 
lected. The same also occurred yesterday. 

"iv^. 6th, In the evening was at Dr. Wood's Wistar- 
party, at which were several Congressmen, — Mr. Vinton, 
of Ohio; Milton Brown, of Tennessee; Thomas Ewing, 
former Secretary of the Treasury, etc. 

''Feb, jth. My wife having been informed of the death of 
Mary Barnet, an old family servant,* left after dinner, with 
her brother George, to attend her funeral at Woodside, the 
residence of our mother. 

''Feb. StA. Called to see Watson about a carriage making 
for me by him. Paid gas bill up to February first, about 
eighteen dollars. Settled duties at custom-house for goods 
by the Saranac. Received intimation from George W. 
Toland that I should be wanted to go to Harrisburg. 

"F^eb. gth. At nine o*clock left town with John Siter, and, 
crossing the river from Walnut Street, took stage to Glou- 
cester to visit the Washington Factory. Went through the 
machine-shop, and having met Mr. Melchor, the manager, 
he conducted us through the cotton-mill, beginning with 
the picking of cotton to the goods in piece. At dinner 
found wife returned from funeral. 

**Feb. \2th. Collecting both morning and afternoon for 
Central Railroad, which has now sufficient subscriptions to 
obtain letters-patent. 

" Feb, i^th. The death of J. J. Gurney, of Norwich, Eng- 
land, has produced quite a sensation in this city, the former 
home of his wife, the centre of his American circle of friends. 

* Molly Barnet, as we called her, was a humble, unobtrusive servant of the 
old school, who was treated and considered as a member of the family. She 
had been bound when six or eight years of age to my grandmother Taylor, 
was a faithful aid to her through her life, and then remained with my mother, 
— whose nurse she had been, — until she peacefully left this world, aged sev- 
enty-four years, having received much kind care from those with whom she 
had so closely and lovingly identified herself. 
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At Wistar-party at Dr. Bache's, meeting many old acquaint- 
ance there, and seeing several new faces. Had some conr 
versation with Dr. Rodman Paul about city loan for the 
Central Railroad. 

*^Feb, 14/A. Walked with son to Schuylkill. Sick head- 
ache, it being a week since my last attack. Read the 
letters of Samuel Fothergill with much interest, but, I fear, 
without much improvement, worldly affairs so fill my mind. 

**Feb. 1 5 /A. Had calls from parties interested in Central Rail- 
road to invite me to go to Harrisburg in relation to it. I 
circulated a memorial on the subject with some success. 
Meeting of Board of Trade, which was spirited. Received 
letter from Whitfield announcing the discovery of thick vein 
of coal. 

''Feb, i6th. Engaged with R. Toland in devising the means 
to have the city loan of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars taken. I think the Philadelphia Bank will bid for it. 
Engaged in collecting subscriptions to the Central Railroad. 
At meeting of Union Benevolent Board. 

''Feb, lytk. Made an arrangement with R. Toland to get 
parties to offer for the city loan of six per cent, at par, and in 
the afternoon went round with him for the names, — T. P. 
Cope, James Fassitt, Matthew L. Bevan, J. B. Myers, Hacker, 
Lea & Co., and others. A young party in the evening for 
Mrs. Reeves as bride, her sister Miss Handy, and a number 
of our friends. 

"Feb, 18/A. Succeeded in making an arrangement with the 
Philadelphia Bank to accommodate the Central Railroad in 
the matter of the city subscription. T. P, Cope and D. S. 
Brown called upon me in the aft:ernoon on the subject. 
Wrote note to J. F. Frazer. W. McCandless and Schlatter, 
the engineer, spent some time with me. 

"Feb, igth. Met, by appointment, at the Reliance Insurance 
office, T. P. Cope and H. Toland on the subject of the city 
loan for the railroad, and afterward called on the mayor to 
ascertain whether he would subscribe upon the announce- 
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1847. ment of the loan having been taken. His answer was a 
^J^^^^ prompt 'Yes.* Subscribed ten dollars to meeting-house in 
Camden, at the request of Matthew Newkirk. 

''Feb. 20/A. Saw E. Wilcox in reference to the offers for 
city loan. R. Toland informed me that the only offers were 
those made by the parties whose signatures we obtained. 
Wilcox brought me resolution of the finance committee. 
Went with G. W. Toland to D. S. Brown to prepare a reply 
to T. P. Cope. After some consultation, settled upon one. 

''Feb. 215/. Finished reading Graham*s North America, 
which is a work of much merit, but of strong predilections, 
sometimes wrong. 

"Feb, 23^. Was called upon by R. Toland to say that he 
had been advised by telegraph that a reconsideration of the 
amendment to the railroad bill was moved in the House of 
Representatives, and requested me to go to Harrisburg. 
Was called on by others for the same purpose. Took supper 
at the North American Insurance office. 

"Feb. 25///. Confined to the counting-room by the absence 
of B. V. Marsh. A number of Southern and Western buyers 
in town, and a large business doing. Exchange continues at 
an extremely low price, five per cent., and much specie coming 
into the country. Reading Coleman's Agricultural Tour in 
England. 

"Feb. 28/A. Arranging for sale of lead this year. Called 
upon A. C. Davis at the Marshall House, and brought him 
to dine with me, thus doing a favor to my wife, who had 
prepared a fine round of beef, and wanted aid to dispose of it. 

"March 2d. Left home at eight, in cars. Walked over to 
the farm, and found things in tolerable condition. Sow has 
seven pigs. Left after dinner on Tom ; was at the bridge in 
five hours. Dressed, and went to a party at brother Charles's. 

"March yi. Quite sore and stiff from the effects of yester- 
day's ride. One of the most important questions before 
Congress this season was announced as having passed the 
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Senate last night, and would be likely to be concurred in by 1847. 
the House, — the three million bill, without the Wilmot ^^^^ 
proviso. At Margaret Justice's to tea. 

''March 4th. Asked C. Ellet if he would accept the position 
of president of the Central Railroad. He replied that on no 
account would he leave the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 
Spent the evening at T. P. Cope's, with v.ife and a small 
party of their friends. The old gentleman urged me to go 
to Harrisburg, to promote the passage of the supplement of 
the Central Railroad bill in the Senate. 

''March 6th, Left in the cars at twelve last night; arrived 
at Harrisburg to breakfast. Walked up to the State-House, 
and saw most of the senators. Think the bill in safe con- 
dition. Talked with Colonel BigMr, suggesting to him the 
presidency of the Central Railroad. Home at nine, and 
found wife at Dr. Wood's. 

"March nth. A report in town of a battle between General 
Worth and Santa Anna. It is most disgraceful for our 
country that it should be the only Christian nation engaged 
in war, and that with another republic professing to worship 
the same Saviour. 

"March \2th. Considerable excitement in relation to the 
position of the Central Railroad. J. R. Tyson, D. S. Brown, 
and several others called upon me to go again to Harrisburg. 
W. Morris proposed that a number of gentlemen should 
write to Simon Cameron, asking him to use his efforts to 
pass the bill. We did so, headed by T. P. Cope. Plvening 
at Josiah Bacon's. 

"March i^th. Met a large number of subscribers to the 
Central Railroad, for the purpose of forming a ticket, and 
after some debate a committee was appointed to prepare a 
ticket, on which my name was placed. 

"March 16///. Schlatter, the engineer, called upon me 
and showed me his survey of the route for the railroad 
to Pittsburg. He seems a pleasant fellow, and is seeking 
employment upon the Central Road. Met committee to 
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1847. form ticket for it, and made a selection, with S. V. Merrick 
^^^^ at the head, T. P. Cope next At Union Benevolent in the 
evening. 

'^ March ijtk. Several inquiries made in relation to S. V. 
Merrick satisfy me that the public will approve his nomi- 
nation, as the best man to be obtained for the making of the 
road. Meeting at the Exchange in the evening, adopted 
the ticket formed by the committee. Evening, went to 
Joshua Longstreth*s, with wife.'* 

In reference to this period of my husband's life, Mr. Fred- 
erick Fraley, in writing for " The Board of Trade," says : 

"The labors and influence of Mr. Wood were felt in 
almost every undertaking having for its object the advance- 
ment of the material prosperity of Philadelphia and vicinity. 

" He was, at critical periods in their history, a powerful 
supporter at one time of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, 
promoting confidence in it by liberal subscriptions to its 
stock and loans when they were looked upon with suspicion 
and doubt; and at another, of the Pennsylvania Central 
Railroad, when it was of the most critical importance that 
its then president (Samuel V. Merrick) should be seconded, 
as he was, in his efforts to carry forward to completion that 
great undertaking, by men in its directorship of such personal 
influence, fertility of resource, and force of character as Mr. 
Wood. The magnitude and difficulty (at that time) of this 
great work have been overshadowed and obscured by the 
exciting events and public emergencies of the past few years, 
and the obligations of the public to those who with such 
fortitude and courage as is scarcely equalled, sustained in 
that trying time the burden of its progress and completion, 
are but imperfectly appreciated." 

*' March igth. Rode before breakfast to my R. R. farm, 
and saw much want of proper care to keep the sheds and 
fences in order. Colonel Bigler spent some time with me. 



RICHARD D, WOOD. 289 

He told me he should be gratified in being made president 1847. 
of the Central Railroad, but could not, under the circum- ^.j^ilTTC, 
stances, accept it. Bought sterling exchange at three and a 
half per cent. 

^'March 2jth, Snow so deep, the Columbia Railroad is 
stopped. Several vessels driven ashore last night, and many- 
large trees blown up. My mind has been a good deal oc- 
cupied with a notion that private banking would be profit- 
able, with a resolution to engage in it. Uncle R. and aunt 
Julianna, Nat. and Phoebe Randolph, to tea. T. Smith, of 
Baltimore, came in the evening. Many applications for 
positions on Pennsylvania Central Railroad. 

'^ March 2^th. Walked out with son Richard to the Schuyl- 
kill. Many indications of improvement in Arch Street for 
the coming year. My banking project, to my regret, oc- 
cupied too many of my thoughts in meeting. 

''Apfil ytk. Family rose about four, an early breakfast, 
and left for the farm ; wife and two younger boys accom- 
pany us. Stopped at mother's, and brought son R., who 
had been staying with her, over to the farm with us. Found 
Edmund' ploughing for oats, and the other men making 
fence. 

'^ April ^th, Aurora borealis quite distinct between nine 
and ten last night. Rose just in time to see W. Channon 
and Edmund start for the city to market. Set Morrow with 
John to planting peas and beans in the garden. Walked to 
John Phillips's, and asked him if he was disposed to purchase 
a part of my farm adjoining his. Left for home after dinner. 
Mayer called on me in relation to S. Kneass as engineer of 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 

^^ April gth. In the afternoon met the board of Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, and, after some discussion, elected the engi- 
neers to take charge of the road, and fixed their salaries at 
four thousand dollars for chief and three thousand dollars 
for assistant. 
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1847. '^Apfil 10///. Intelligence of the surrender of Vera Cruz 
.JTT^ reached here this morning. In the afternoon had a pair of 
large bay horses brought to me for purchase, and drove 
them some distance ; price, three hundred and fifty dollars. 

"April i^th. Met board of Pennsylvania Railroad; found 
one company of engineers organized and ready for the field, 
and another forming. Visited the building of the American 
Insurance Company, for the purpose of taking one of its 
rooms for an office for the Pennsylvania Central Railroad 
Company. Voted against illuminating the Philadelphia 
Bank. 

''April i6th. Spent most of the afternoon with the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad directors, completing the organization of 
the corps of engineers, making by-laws, and electing a 
treasurer, — all of which we accomplished. 

''April 2Qth. Called upon R. Toland, in reference to the 
committee of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Attended Yearly 
Meeting, both morning and evening, and heard minutes of 
the Meeting of Sufferings, which induced a long criticism 
of the writings of J. J. Gurney. A number of friends to tea. 

"April 2ist. Went to meeting at eleven o'clock, when the 
adoption of the document brought forward by tljie Meeting 
of Sufferings was before the meeting ; it met very consider- 
' able opposition, nearly a hundred dissenting. It was carried, 
however, by a very large majority, most of the country 
friends speaking aye; I objected. The meeting, in my 
opinion, gave the minority a fair chance. 

"April 22d. Received some congratulations — of course in 
jest — for having made a speech in meeting yesterday. Re- 
ceived invitation to meet T. M. Clayton in the evening, the 
object, the general election. 

"April 23^. Attended part of both meetings, in the morn- 
ing and afternoon, which went forward quietly, and appa- 
rently with satisfaction. My attendance at the meeting has 
been more than ever before; one's interest increases by 
increased attention. 
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^' April zyth, R. Randolph, who has just graduated as M.D. 
and taken an office in Twelfth Street, came, this morning, 
to breakfast with us. Our little Eddy, whose health has 
always been delicate, now manifests symptoms which give 
us much uneasiness. 

''April 2ith, Rode out to R. R. farm before breakfast. 
Cough rather less troublesome to-day. Meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad this afternoon ; we settled the terms 
upon which Thomson agrees to act as chief engineer. I 
called upon Job R. Tyson about his opinion, which he is 
disposed ta adhere to, of the inability of the road to take 
stock of the city. 

''April 29///. A call from Merrick, in relation to city loan. 
Upon his representation, called upon T. P. Cope, who seemed 
much vexed by the proposition to consult Meredith as to 
our right to invest. Met Merrick afterward, and determined 
to satisfy Meredith, and save a flare-up with our solicitor, 
Tyson. 

"Afay isf. Met finance committee of Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and from there to C. Macalester's, to get him to bid for 
the new city loan ; which he agreed to do. Met dividend 
committee of Philadelphia Bank. In the afternoon, at meet- 
ing of the board of Pennsylvania Railroad, and decided to 
take five hundred thousand dollars city loan. New carriage 
brought home to-day. 

"May 2cl. Remained in the house on account of cough. 
Employed chiefly in reading the prison discipline journals. 
A contest of long standing between the separate and silent 
systems, seems to be closing in favor of the former, and will 
be adopted probably in nearly all prisons built. 

"May \Qth, In the afternoon attended a meeting of the 
' Haverford Association,' which decided to resume the school, 
a sum of fifty thousand dollars having been raised for that 
purpose. 

"May wth. Rose early to go to farm with wife and 
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1847. children. The appearance of the weather caused us to hesi- 
^^^TTg tate. I decided to go by the cars, leaving wife and children 
to come if the weather became pleasant. Found men plant- 
ing potatoes. Wife and two little boys arrived about five. 
William Channon (the farmer) has decided to go to Illinois. 

^^May \6th. Sermon in the morning, afternoon silent. I 
find my mind occupied much more by worldly things than 
by heavenly. O God, I pray Thee, by Thy Holy Spirit, 
so to influence me that I may be more weaned from the 
things of this life and turned to Thee. 

''May 11 th. One of the most busy days I have ever had. 
After breakfast read as usual the letters, and wrote answers. 
Consulted with Mr. Manning, of Boston, as to the debt at 
Owensboro', then to the bank until eleven, then to the 
insurance office, then to Mr. Cash in relation to deed. 
Directions to E. Y. Townsend, who goes West ; notice to 
Porter to quit, and afterward to Board of Trade. Returning, 
stopped at Academy of Fine Arts. 

''May iStA, At the Pennsylvania Railroad office, and the 
North American Insurance; a regular meeting of the latter. 
Bought hay and straw on the way to dine. After dinner 
took three oldest children to see the celebrated Tom Thumb, 
who is but twenty-seven inches high, fifteen years old, and 
weighs fifteen pounds. Much amused by his performances. 
At the Union Benevolent Society after tea, which adjourned 
till September. From there to Horticultural meeting. 

"May igth. Saw Macalester, in regard to the investment 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, in the morning, and in the 
afternoon attended meeting of board of that body, after 
which rode with wife and son to Rockland to bring our 
daughters home, who had been invited by their teacher to 
spend the afternoon with the other scholars. 

"May 24th. Dr. Wood and wife to tea. I was called upon 
by T. Williamson and Dr. Beesly, to subscribe for the estab- 
lishment of a new paper to represent the opinions of a large 
number of Friends. 
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**May 2^th. Spent the morning at the Philadelphia Bank, 1847. 
North American Insurance office, and Pennsylvania Railroad ^J^?^ * 
office, having had purchased for the latter fifty thousand 
dollars of treasury notes. In the afternoon went with wife, 
daughters, and son Eddy to the Academy of Fine Arts; 
enjoyed the collection and their arrangement, being much 
the best the Academy has ever had. Dr. Benj. Coates and 
B. V. Marsh spent part of the evening with us. 

''May 29/A. G. B. Dorr called to see me a few days since 
on account of Schuylkill Navigation Company and Reading 
Railroad, wishing to bring them together as a speculation. 
Uncomfortable from pain in throat, and troubled with un- 
pleasant, gloomy feelings, produced, no doubt, by a con- 
sciousness of the falling short of duty. May I have help to 
improve. Nat and Phoebe Randolph to tea. 

''May ^ist. Rode before breakfast to Fairmount lock. 
Met finance committee of Pennsylvania Railroad. Resolved 
to purchase more State fives, and to meet daily at twelve 
o'clock. 

'^June 2d. Went with son R. to Murphy's Swimming Bath, 
and paid five dollars subscription for the season. Meeting 
of Pennsylvania Railroad board. Mr. Thomson, the chief 
engineer, present before the meeting. We are continuing 
to invest largely for the company in State fives, at seventy- 
eight per cent. Had long conversation with J. P. Hutchin- 
son on the subject of private banking. Henry Mulford 
came with D. C. Wood to my office on the subject of his 
debt to him. The Academy of Fine Arts continues to be 
much visited and apparently enjoyed. 

"yune ^th. Took my usual round of the insurance com- 
pany offices. Railroad and bank at twelve o'clock, being the 
hour at which their committees meet. Reading ' Travels 
Afoot,' by Bayard Taylor, in 1844 and 1845. 

"yune ^th. Rode by the Lamb Tavern, and particularly 
gratified by the appearance of the wheatfields. Called on 
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1847. A. D. Cash for the deed to the Western Bank, and received 
\^^ g promise of its being ready by Wednesday morning. Drove, 
with wife and sons Eddy and George, after dinner, through 
School-house Lane. Was called upon by Dr. Wilson, an 
Indian, for a contribution to assist the return of the Onon- 
dagas. 

**yune iitk, Lombardy Grove, Looked at the irrigation of 
the meadow ; finding it too much, stopped it. Set the men 
to filling by the pig-pen, and heard Eddy and George their 
lessons. Did some work in the garden planting radishes. 

^'jfune \2th. Rose about four o'clock, and informed my 
coachman that we would set off as soon as possible ; which 
we did, after breakfasting with, my boys and bidding them 
good-by. In the city at eleven. Called at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad office. 

^'ytine i^tk. Went to see my son R. swim before break- 
fast, he having learned to do so in a small way. Occupied 
much of the morning with the affairs of Millville Furnace. 
In the aflernoon drove with wife and daughters to the Wis- 
sahiccon. 

'^jfune 20th. Took my two daughters and sons to Uwchlan 
meeting, and, returning to dine, left the girls Mary and Caro- 
line at their grandmother's to remain part of the summer. 

''jfune 24/A. Drove with wife after dinner over the Schuyl- 
kill and round by T. C. Rockhill's late farm, the roads 
being very good, without dust, the atmosphere sweet, and 
the wife happy, making a pleasant drive. 

^^jfune 2 5 /A. Rose very early and came to the store to give 
Edmund his butter-tub. Engaged negotiating a sale of city 
sixes for the Pennsylvania Railroad, which I did, at one per 
cent, above par, to the North American Insurance Company. 
Drove with wife and son up the Old York Road. Attended 
committee of the Pennsylvania Railroad to advise delegates 
going to Chicago Convention. 

''jfune 26th, Rode before breakfast over the Wire Bridge, 
and saw the coal-boats again coming down. Made a specu- 
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lation in connection with J. M. Maris, and at his suggestion, 1847. 
in opium, his opinion being that it will rise. ^ " "^ 

''June 28/A. Walked with wife and son through the Wash- 
ington Square after tea, by moonlight. 

^'yune 2gtk. Took my son on horseback for his first serious 
attempt. He succeeded in riding pretty well, and, with a 
little experience, will soon learn. 

" yuly 3^. After dinner my wife called at store, and we 
drove out to the pleasant garden of Colonel Carr, known as 
" Bartram's." It is kept in all its wildness, and is a charming 
place for a stroll during the warm weather. 

" yuly yth. Rose at four; having horse put to a hired sulky, 
drove down to Pine and Eighth Streets, to request nurse to 
remain with my wife during the day. Set off at five for the 
farm, reaching Mrs. Randolph's at nine. Daughters well. 
Went to the farm and found children and family there well 
also. Dined and was at home again at half-past seven. 
Drove Bill out and Tom in. 

'^July gth. Rode before breakfast over Schuylkill. John 
M. Hill called upon me, and had a talk of * auld lang syne.' 
Son Richard drove the dearborn to the farm, it being the 
first time he has been trusted alone. 

^^ July loth. A meeting of committee on dividend of the 
North American Insurance Company, determined to divide 
five per cent. I estimated its value and prospects to be eight 
dollars per share ; par price being five dollars. Drove with 
wife down to near the mouth of the Schuylkill. 

^^July I2th, Extremely warm. My wife was taken sick 
about nine last evening. I went for nurse Forss and for Dr. 
Meigs. At twenty minutes before seven o'clock this even- 
ing a nice little girl was born. 

'^July I'^tk. Keys of store having been left at my house, 
all the partners being absent, I was up at five o'clock, and 
at store at half-past five. Made sale of lead to Price Wether- 
ill. Jos. Bacon returned this morning, after an absence in 
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1847. the West of about two months. My wife ver>' well, and the 
yFr^ babe seems vigorous. A fine sheep's-head as present from 
Mr. Yarrow, who is at Cape May. 

^'July \*jth. Did quite a large morning's work in garden 
and in destroying weeds through the farm. In the evening 
put daughter Mary on horse and rode over to mother's. Her 
first ride, she did well. 

''July i^th. Mother called and took two of the children 
to meeting. The rest of us walked. Read for the first time 
the 'Young Cottager,' by Leigh Richmond, and felt its 
force. At five left for Oaklands, taking four children ; Mary 
and Carry to be left at Woodside. Home at eight. Found 
wife and babe well. 

**yuly 2yth. Again at the farm. Spent the morning in 
pulling and cutting weeds. Men at work at the oats. Left 
after dinner. Found my wife up and at work, with a wet- 
nurse regularly established for the babe. 

**yuly 30/A. Finding my eyes aching, I called upon 
McAllister to look at spectacles. He says my eyes require 
older glasses. Called at Pennsylvania Railroad and showed 
to Mr. Merrick, the president, and also to Mr. Macalester, 
the letter I wrote to Colonel Robinson, — both approved 
of it. 

**Aug. 2d. Rode with wife. Her first going out since her 
confinement. 

''Aug. %th. Commenced reading the third volume of the 
Life of William Allen, whose active benevolence seems to 
increase. After dinner, leaving our daugljters at mother's, 
came to city home, at half-past seven. 

''Aug. 14th. Went to the store, and after seeing to the busi- 
ness of the morning, left, with wife, for Lombardy Grove, the 
warm day making the ride a tedious one ; but the babe, who 
was part of our company, bore it very well. Stopped at 
mother's for our daughters and took them with us. 

"Aug. i^tk. Beautiful day; warm in sun. Rose about 
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five and took walk to the far-field before breakfast, after 1847. 
which rode a few miles with daughter Mary. We all went ^JiJ^Tg 
to meeting. Mother dined with us and walked home. I 
left about five, the little boys going with me to Oaklands. 

'^Aug i6th. Went to store, and, after looking over* let- 
ters, with son to the Reading depot, leaving in company 
with Jonas Wyman and William Dewey. Reached Potts- 
ville, and, taking stage for Patterson, arrived before dark. 
Had a long, interview with Dr. Steinberger, our new tenant. 

^^Aug. 17th. Our whole party started for the mines, and 
went into that of Steinberger to see the large swell of coal. 
From thence to Whitfield's, up the tunnel and mine, where 
we saw coal largely developed. In the afternoon visited 
the place of G. Potts, and saw his slope and breaker. Re- 
turned in afternoon to Pottsville. 

**Aug, igtA. Very busy with various avocations in my 
counting-room. Received letter from wife, which was very 
pleasant in manner and style and temper. Resolved to fill 
her request as far as I can. She is a most excellent wife, and 
anxious to be a good mother to her now pretty large flock. 

**Aug, 2ist, After looking over the business of the morn- 
ing, left at eleven for the farm. My wife and six of our 
children were waiting for me at Walkertown, and we had a 
pleasant drive to our dwelling. 

^*Aug, 2^th, Attended railroad meeting, the principal busi- 
ness being the proposed iron contracts. David Reeves 
called upon me in the afternoon on that subject. D. C. 
Wood for the purpose of having proposals for carrying on 
his furnace for next year; which I agreed to on condition 
of his making a deed of trust for the equal benefit of his 
creditors. 

''Aug, 26th. Son came in from farm with butter for 
market. Was presented by Mr. Longstreth, at bank this 
morning, with very fine nectarines grown under cover ; he 
said he was unable to perfect them out of doors. Was pro- 
voked at myself for failing to sell R. Wharton a lot of lead. 
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1847. ''^^^S' 28/-^. Was caught in the rain while taking the 

^r^ round of the farm. After dinner our three little boys, Eddy, 

George, and Randolph, with their nurses, Ann and Margaret, 

left for the city. Troubled by sore throat, which seems to 

be on the increase. 

''Aug, 2gth. On our way to meeting met Nat. Randolph 
and wife, who came to mother's last evening. They dined 
and spent the afternoon with us. Although quite out of 
the duties of the day, I engaged fifteen bushels of seed- 
wheat of William Trimble, at one dollar and fifty cents. 

''Aug, 30/A. Breakfasted at six, and was taken by my 
son in dearborn to the West Chester Railroad depot, at 
Kirk's farm. Was occupied most of the day with various 
business matters in my counting-room. E. T. Randolph 
told me he was engaged to be married to Mary Sharpless. 

"Sept 3^. Left Bridgeton in steamer Cohansey, having 
pleasant run down the creek. Saw my nephew at Green- 
wich, and after stopping at various points, and taking in 
much produce for market, arrived at city. My wife re- 
turned to town from the farm with the four remaining 
children. 

"Sept. ^th. Busily employed in attempting to sell a 
lot of lead, but did not succeed. Offered to loan it to 
M. & S. Lewis on interes.t. In the afternoon attended the 
funeral of Eleanor Tyson, wife of Job R. Her father much 
moved by the loss, she being the youngest and a favorite 
child. 

** Sept, *jth. At meeting of North American Insurance 
Company, which is doing much the largest business of its 
kind in the city ; but its losses are almost commensurate with 
its profits. Took tea at N. Randolph's, and from thence to 
the home of the child of our nurse, that is very ill. Have 
hired James Gorman from Thursday next, to work for two 
months on my farm, for nine dollars per month. 

"Sept, I2tk, William Evans preached a long sermon this 



I 



RICHARD D, WOOD. 299 

morning. His text was, 'Every one that hungereth 1847. 
and thirsteth after righteousness shall be filled' if they ^^^^Tg 
patiently wait, and he then described the progress of a 
Christian life. 

^'Sept \^h. Confined pretty much of the day at the store, 
without any great pressure of business ; when not pressed 
by something that needs doing, feel rather uncomfortable. 
Certainly a state of quiet is not congenial to me. George 
Ashbridge in the evening. Lent him the Beacon. 

*'Sept. i^th. No quorum at railroad board. Went with 
wife and three of the children to the horticultural exhibition, 
which makes a great display of fruits, flowers, etc. Of the 
former, I thought the quantity smaller than some previous 
years; but of vegetables, a finer display than usual. 

*' Sept i6th. Several conversations with John Tucker and 
G. B. Dorr, on the subject of a purchase of sufficient amount 
of Schuylkill Navigation convertible bonds to give the 
Reading Railroad the control of the canal company. 

'^Sept, igth, Enoch Lewis is looking forward to conduct- 
ing a periodical, of which he has published one number, and 
calls it * Friends' Review.' 

'^Sept 20th. Intelligence received this morning of the 
stoppage of a house in New York which has paid us in this 
month nearly ten thousand dollars, and has owed as much 
more, so that we have escaped without any credit for fore- 
sight. Nat. Randolph and wife to tea, and spend the even- 
ing. Miles White, of North Carolina, also passed part of 
the evening with us. 

^'Sept. 22d. Rose about five, and, having breakfasted, left 
the farm for the West Chester cars. Stopped at J. Trimble's 
to buy lime, and offered eleven cents per bushel for two 
thousand bushels. Walked to cars. Reached home. At- 
tended meeting of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Spent part 
of the evening at Horatio's, wife being there. 

''Sept. 2/\th. Sheriff Murphy, of Cumberland Co., called 
in reference to execution against D. C. Wood, in his 
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1 847. hands. My instructions to him were to proceed legally and 

''Sept 2*jth, Took my usual round among the corpora- 
tions to which I am attached as director. The Philadel- 
phia Bank prospers, and with a continuation of equal suc- 
cess will divide fourteen per cent, per annum to the end 
of its charter. The Pennsylvania Railroad, in prospect, 
promises much, and the North American Insurance Com- 
pany earns about twenty-five per cent, per annum over 
losses. 

''Sept, 28/A. This has been an extremely rainy month, 
more water having fallen than in any September for 
twenty years, as per C. Pierce's statement. Spent the 
evening at Richard Randolph's, who called upon me in 
the morning about a letter received from T. Corwin, of 
Ohio. 

"Sept. 30/A. Went to Camden to see A. Browning to as- 
certain from him whether he would be a trustee for D. C. 
Wood, in case he decided to make a trust for the benefit of 
his creditors. He says he will if David requests him. In 
the afternoon went, with family, to visit Girard College, 
which is nearly completed. . 

"Oct, $tA, Rode before breakfast with son. L. Q. C. Elmer 
called upon me in reference to D. C. Wood's executions ; 
but, as he manifests a disposition to meet my views, I re- 
quested him not to advertise. Our mother came to town 
for the purpose of attending the marriage of her son to-mor- 
row, and is staying with us. 

"Oct. 6tA. At the marriage of our brother George Ran- 
dolph to Rebecca Cope. They went through the ceremony 
with much credit to themselves. In the evening, at supper, 
at her father's, a large number of friends and relatives being 
with us, 

"Oct. 8tA. D. C. Wood spent some time with me, endeav- 
oring to induce me to undertake the management of his 
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furnace for next year, with an increased demand for cash, 
which I entirely decline. Mt ^ 

^^Octi/^tk, The affairs of the Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany seem to be drawing to a crisis, which will probably end 
in a suspension. The president has signified his intention 
to resign in case I will take his place, and called upon me 
this evening for the purpose of making this offer. 

**Oct i^tk. Rose about four o'clock, breakfasted with 
family, and started for Lombardy Grove, having a pleasant 
ride. Our son George learned to say * four times,' on the 
way out, the inducement being the promise of a young colt 
on the farm. Wife and children dined at mother's with her 
brother George's wedding-party, and came to the farm in 
the evening. Rambled generally over the farm. Early- 
sown wheat up. 

^'Oct. i6th. Set my men to work digging stone out of 
front field, and gave directions to George for his business 
next week. Took my sons to the chestnut-trees and gath- 
ered some for them, much to their pleasure. Left for home. 
Went to the store and wrote letters. In the evening in- 
formed brother Charles that I declined the presidency of 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company. 

''Oct. iStA. Was called upon by W. E. Hacker, Wm. 
Worrell, his brother John, and others, urging very earnestly 
that I accept the post of president of the Schuylkill Naviga- 
tion Company; Mr. EUet having stated that he would 
resign upon that condition. Samuel Bettle, Sn, was equally 
urgent for me to accept ; but I felt it my place to resist the 
application, although appreciating the honor tendered so 
universally. 

"Oct.'igtA. Much excitement among those interested in 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, on account of the low 
price of sixty-two dollars for convertible loan being accepted. 
It has led to the resignation of Mr. Ellet unconditionally, 
and my brother Charles was made president pro tern. Rode, 
with wife and four young children, to see the Fairmount 
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1847. lock; much to their gratification. Spent an hour with 
^^~^ John C. CresSon, on the subject of the presidency of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company. 

"(9r/. 20/A. Rode, before breakfast, in Girard College 
grounds. At the solicitation of J. R. Worrell, wrote an 

article for to sign, and put my name down for fifty 

thousand dollars. Had a long and disagreeable interview 
with D. C. Wood about his affairs, and the result was 
his conclusion to come to my terms for conducting his 
furnace business. In the evening, meeting of the Union 
Benevolent Society. 

^'Oct, 22d. Rode, with daughter, before breakfast; she 
rides very well. Working with Lewis W. Hayward, to 
prepare him for a Southern and Western journey. Made 
some efforts to get signatures to a paper of bond- and loan- 
holders of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, with but 
little success. Spent the evening, with wife, at Dr. Wood's, 
in company with Dr. Ewing and John Griscom. 

" Oct 23^. Took the cars for Newark, at which place 
I met J. G. Shannon, who took me to Iron Hill and over 
the property belonging to David; found it very much 
covered with bushes. Three old houses and a few acres 
inclosed. Quite a large indication of ore in an opening 
now working. Returned, in the cars, to dinner, having the 
company of Nathaniel Sands, of New York. 

" Oct, 24/A. Horatio came, this evening, to inform us of 
his engagement to Abby Evans; which is quite agreeable 
to us and all his friends. 

**OcL 27th. Rode, before breakfast, over Schuylkill, and 
suffered with cold. Signed an agreement with D. C. Wood 
to conduct his furnace another year. Spent some time in 
Schuylkill Navigation oflSce in getting parties to agree to 
give notes without charge. S. F. Smith said to me that he 
thought of resigning, and asked if I would succeed him as 
president of Philadelphia Bank. 

*'Oct 2gth. Spent the afternoon at Philadelphia Bank, ex- 
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amining its assets, in company with nearly all the directors, 
after whith took supper very pleasantly. 

^^Oct. '^oth. Spent some time at the Philadelphia as 
chairman of the dividend committee ; agreed to divide seven 
per cent, calling three of it an extra. Was offered a large 
share in the Bank of Commerce on condition that I would 
take the presidency ; I am to think of it and give an answer. 

^^Nov. 1st. Hurried through business for the purpose of- 
driving, with wife and children, to see a farm, known 
formerly as Judge Jones*s, in Merion Township. F. A. 
Porter, who is one of the parties to the sale of the property, 
gave me the direction. The farm not in very good condi- 
tion, and my wife not much pleased with the house. 

" Nov. 2d. Left at eight, in West Chester train, having 
Richard Thomas, of Chester County, for company all the 
way to the Boot Road, from which place I walked to the 
farm. Found men husking, and joined them for a short 
time. Left for cars, and reached home about nine o'clock. 

** Nov. 3^. C. S. Wood called to ask my opinion about 
accumulating a balance in the banks in favor of the Schuyl- 
kill Navigation Company. I approved the plan, and called 
upon Philadelphia Bank to aid the scheme. Called upon 
W. C. Brown on the subject of the Bank of Commerce. 
Agreed to take either one hundred and eighty or two 
hundred and eighty shares North American Insurance stock, 
as best suited the directors. In the afternoon went, with 
four sons, up to Richmond. Spent the evening at brother 
Charles's. 

" Nov. ^h. Met finance committee of Pennsylvania Rail- 
road at nine; decided to sell treasury notes. Bank at ten. 
Mr. Smith gave notice of his intention to resign the presi- 
dency, much to the regret of the board. My son Edward 
poorly again to-day. My wife at tea at G. M. Coates's, where 
I found a party of their relations and intimate friends. 

^^Nov. $th. Rode before breakfast with son to R. R. farm. 
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1847. ^^^ rather an unpleasant interview with Adam Everly this 
^"^^ morning, and allowed my temper to be improperly ruffled. 
Must apologize to him. Urged Mr. Smith to continue his 
post of president of the Philadelphia Bank. 

**Nov, 6th, Rode before breakfast to see the Penn Tavern, 
in West Philadelphia, having been applied to to make an ex- 
change for Lombardy Grove farm. In the evening had a 
party of the friends and relatives of our brother George and 
his new wife. 

''Nov, ith. Large meeting at the Philadelphia Bank, which 
made quite a glorification for the president, and passed 
resolutions to give him a tea-service of plate ; which I very 
sincerely think was quite unnecessary. Made some efforts 
to get subscribers to the Schuylkill Navigation Company 
loan of notes. 

''Nov, gtk, Called successfully upon T. P. Cope for sub- 
scription to the Schuylkill Navigation Company. He with- 
out hesitation put his name down for twenty-five thousand 
dollars. He is liberal and prompt in assisting public works, 
and better deserves the name of patriot than all the soldiers 
who have ever shed blood. I was gratified by being told 
that he had long kept a diary. 

**Nov, loth. Called upon Samuel Bettle, Sr., and his son 
William, and stated to them that their declining to give their 
notes in aid of the Schuylkill Navigation Company would 
cause its suspension, by preventing other parties from doing 
so. Signed declaration of trust for Philadelphia Bank for 
property on Library Street. Wife and some of the children 
at their uncle NathanieFs to spend the evening. 

''Nov, lyth. At meeting of managers of North American 
Insurance Company ; we elected Mr. Allibone to supply the 
place left vacant by the death of Alexander Henry, its oldest 
member. In the evening at a party of gentlemen at Dr. 
Mutter's, given to Bishop Doane, of New Jersey, to whom I 
was introduced, as also to several persons I had not pre- 
viously known. 
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'*Nov. 2ist Received a little book as a present from the 
American Peace Society, called the Peace Manual, which 
portrays war in its true colors, as the great scourge of the 
earth. Had quite a long conversation with W. L. Abbott, 
who has just returned from Pottsville, on the subject of 
making iron, considerable quantities of ore being found 
upon our coal land near Patterson, Schuylkill County. 

^'Nov. 2$tk. Thanksgiving-day, and nearly all the places 
of business closed. Spent part of the afternoon at the Athe- 
naeum, and found a number of ladies visiting it to see the 
new building, which is really v^ry commodious. In the 
evening at brother Horatio's, where there was quite a large 
party. 

^'Nov. 2'jth, Breakfasted in a hurry, to take cars for farm, 
which I reached before twelve, walking from the Oaklands. 
Found men ploughing for corn for next year. Things about 
the place in good order. Returned to the cars ; arrived at 
home before nine. Tried unsuccessfully to catch a rat in the 
cellar. 

*'Nov, 30/^. Spent part of the morning at the board of the 
Insurance Company of North America, at which we dis- 
cussed the propriety of an arrangement made with J. T. Sul- 
livan as their agent in procuring the passage of the French 
spoliation bill. In the evening at a small party at Charles 
Yarnall's. 

'^Dec. 1st, Spent the evening with wife at a large family 
party at Watson Jenks's, — a bridal party to G. Randolph. 

''Dec, 2d. Called upon S. & W. Welsh in behalf of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, to induce them to renew 
a note, and partially succeeded. Spent the evening at 
Richard Randolph's, — a family party for the new-married 
pair. These parties are rather for eating than for any 
social or intellectual advantage. 

''Dec, 4/A. Met finance committee of Pennsylvania Rail- 
road ; in the afternoon at the meeting of the board, at which 
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1847. an important subscription was referred to the finance com- 
"Z^^o mittee, as it was conditional. Daughter Mary had a party 
of young friends to tea. They -seemed to enjoy themselves, 
though several of them were diffident. 

''Dec. ^th, Thomas Mills, an English Friend, now living 
in the State of Indiana with a tribe of Indians, was at our 
meeting, and preached quite a long and good sermon, in 
illustration of the spiritual application of the miraculous 
feeding by the Saviour with the loaves and fishes. 

''Dec, gth. Much agitation in relation to Schuylkill Navi- 
gation stock and loans, it having become evident that the 
company will not be able to pay their notes. Ellis Yarnall 
buried to-day, being nearly ninety-one years of age. A 
small family party in the evening for Mary Sharpless, the 
engaged bride of our brother Edward. Gave statement to 
the assessor valuing Schuylkill Navigation Company loan, 
five per cent. 

"Dec, 13/A. Went with children to the zoological exhibi- 
tion. The animals generally looked in good condition. In 
the afternoon attended a meeting of the stockholders of the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, at their office, and after a 
speech from Dr. Wood, and some debate from other parties, 
the meeting agreed to recommend a loan to the company at 
five per cent. 

"Dec, i^th. Engaged in arranging finances for the various 
institutions I am connected with, the stringency of the 
money market making it necessary. Evening at a family 
party at brother Charles's, and at Wistar-party at J. P. 
Hutchinson's, which was large. 

"Dec, \6th. Met finance committee at half-past eight this 
morning at Pennsylvania Railroad office. In the afternoon 
at the Navigation office, for the purpose of obtaining a 
subscription to the new loan of the company. Dr. Wood 
made quite an eloquent address to the stockholders. 

"Dec, 2\st Mind pretty much filled with the loan making 
for the Schuylkill Navigation Company, the means of pay- 
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ing the engagements of my firm falling due, and the disposal 1847. 
of lead, of which we have a large stock on hand. At meet- ^ - g 
ing of the Union Benevolent Society, — much discussion 
about procuring funds. 

'^Dec, 2gth, Rose before daylight, and, breakfasting with 
my family, sent part of them in carriage, and went with wife 
and daughter Mary to railroad-cars for Chester, to attend the 
marriage of E. T. Randolph. Was at burning of notes at 
Philadelphia Bank. Family returned from the wedding in 
the evening. The absence of B. V. Marsh kept me at the 
desk. 

*'Dec, 30/^. Scarcity of money continues, and good notes 
were offered at two and a half per cent, per month. Ster- 
ling exchange sold at eleven per cent. I have seldom, if 
ever, felt that there would be so much difficulty in meeting 
my engagements as the prospect presented for next week. 
Spent the evening at Dr. Bache's, — a large party of ladies 
and gentlemen. 

''Dec, ^isL In closing the year, it is unpleasant to have to 
record the different character of its winding up from that of 
the beginning. The beginning and middle of the year had 
every appearance of improvement and financial comfort, — 
money abundant and business of every description pleasant 
and profitable. The three last months increasing in diffi- 
culty and losses in business, with but distant prospect of 
improvement. The closing of the year being strongly 
marked by the misfortunes of the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company, and the extent to which our relatives are inter- 
ested in them. My family has had the addition of a sweet 
little girl, who, I trust, if her life is spared, will be the cause 
of much happiness to her parents and friends. 



3o8 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 




**yan. 1st A family gathering at Dr. Wood's; in the 
evening Dr. Burwell, Jr., of Buffalo, came, and Dr. Bond. 

**yan, 2d, Sermon by Rebecca Collins. Her sermons 
have an earnestness and soft persuasiveness that call her 
hearers to duty. 

" yan, *jth. This evening a number of gentlemen interested 
in Schuylkill Navigation met and subscribed the full amount 
of the loan. A most satisfactory conclusion of a very im- 
portant and heavy financial affair. 

^'Jan, nth. For the first time since I began business I 
paid for my discount one and a half per cent, per month. 
It was for a short time, but that was considered the lowest 
rate for money, and from present indications it may last for 
weeks. Party at Oliver Parry's. Last evening at aunt M. 
Justice's. 

''yan, 26th, Much occupied with Dewey, Wyman & Co., 
determining on a course to be pursued with our coal 
lands. Decided upon a plan, and left with Dewey to 
execute. 

''yan, list. Arranged with E. T. Randolph to go to the 
furnace and settle with the laborers for the services of 1847. 
In the evening finished the only tale of the Arabian Nights 
that I have ever read, — 'Aladdin's Lamp,' a most gorgeous 
story, with some ingenuity and power to interest. 

"Feb, 1st. Had quite a long interview with D^ C. Wood, 
in which he scolded very much about his accounts as kept 
by E. T. Randolph. With sister Caroline and wife, went to 
hear Giles lecture at the Musical Fund Hall. He is no 
common orator, and for an hour and a half deeply interested 
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his audience, in a discourse made up of poetry, metaphysics, 
and practical illustration. 

''Feb. ^th. Bought thirty-one shares of Kentucky Bank, at 
seventy-five. Brought A. C Davis home to tea, and took 
him to Dr. Wood's Wistar-party. A larger proportion than 
usual were M.D.'s. But, what was most unusual, was a 
young Bushman, brought from South Africa by a Mr. 
Wells. A Chinese, too, was there, who has been spending 
some months in the city, but expects soon to sail for China. 

**Feb, 6th, Reading a memoir of a little boy of eight years, 
Nathan W. Dickerman, a remarkable instance of maturity 
of intellect in Christian attainment. The narrative is chiefly 
of his conversation during his last sickness. 

''Feb, ytk. Bought thirty-eight shares Kentucky Bank 
stock, at seventy-five dollars per share. Walked down the 
street with William Jones, who has for some time been 
affected with disease of the lip. He seems in good spirits, 
and, I presume, does not anticipate fatal results from it. 
We disappear, one by one, from the stage of life, by so 
great a variety of causes as in some measure to mitigate the 
anxiety that might be felt if one malady swept us all out of 
existence. 

"Feb, 2gth, Dr. Jacob Randolph died this morning, having 
been very ill for about a week. He is regretted by a large 
circle of acquaintance, by whom he was regarded with 
kindly feelings. His loss to his family is very severe. 

''March 2d, Transferred to the school at Haverford four 
thousand dollars Schuylkill Navigation stock, for which I 
obtained a receipt authorizing me to send a scholar to 
Haverford, free of expense, so soon as six per cent, per 
annum is obtained. A meeting of committee of railroad this 
evening. 

''March $th. We presented quite a large number at our 
Bible-reading this morning, as large as some of the country 
meetings of Friends. I have some fear that I do not feel, in 
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reading, the importance of influencing those that hear me, 
and of improving myself 

'^ March iitk. The news of the ratification of the treaty 
with Mexico has produced a decided effect upon all salable 
securities to-day, particularly wiih United States loans. 
Daughter Caroline's sickness proves to be the measles, 
with which she is much covered. D. W. Simpson and wife 
took tea with us, and just before they came my wife scalded 
her foot very badly by upsetting my cup of shaving-water. 

'* March I2th. Walked, with two oldest sons, to Schuylkill 
in the afternoon. Daughter Carry we th'nk better, and 
wife's foot appears to be doing pretty well. Wife's confine- 
ment to bed, on account of her severe accident, makes 
down-stairs rather dreary. 

''March 22d, Breakfasted early, and rode up to the Union 
Mill to examine the situation of the gates, and to see the 
timber as I rode. Examined some of the accounts at the 
store. Walked to Millville, had conversation with WJ'liam 
Stratton, and left for Bric'geton. 

''March 23d. Rose after four, taking the Salem stage. 
Breakfasted at Jericho. Returned to the city ; found busi- 
ness right at store, wife's scald improved, but my sons Eddy 
and Randolph both ill with measles. 

"March 27th, Children continue sick with measles ; Eddy, 
George, and Randolph have it, and wife not yet left her 
bed. *Took daughter Mary to see the new ship Tusca- 
rora, just finished, it being much the largest commercial 
ship ever built in our port, and perhaps the most complete 
vessel. 

" March 29/A. Birthday, being forty-nine years old. The 
close of time with me maybe very near. My prayer is that 
I may, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, so feel and so 
act as to be fit for a future life. 

"April 1st Our son Eddy continues veiy ill, and we 
have strong doubts of his recovery, being extremely weak 
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with fever and inflammation of lungs and. bowels succeeding 
the measles. The other children mending, their mother 
able to give attention to them. 

" April $tA, .Attended meeting of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and was appointed chairman of the committee to 
confer with the Harrisburg and Lancaster Railroad on the 
subject of a connection between them. 

'^ April 6th. Rose with headache; took Congress-water, 
but continued sick most of the day. Large discounts by 
our bank this morning. Met committee at Pennsylvania 
Railroad to consult on the terms of arrangement with Har- 
risburg and Lancaster Railroad, but settled upon none. 
Wife spending the evening at Charles Massey's, in company 
with her sisters-in-law and a few others. 

'* April jth. Occupied much of the day at my counting- 
room, and with visits to bank and railroad office. Although 
money matters are generally easy and quiet, yet several 
failures are taking place, which lead to more or less loss to 
persons or institutions giving credit and making loans* 
Wrote to S. W. Roberts yesterday, urging the passage of 
the P. and O. Railroad bill in the House. 

''April Zth. Second' arrival of news since the French Revo- 
lution, which represents political affairs as quiet, but financial 
as in great confusion, and great uneasiness through Germany. 
In the evening, with son, attended a lecture by Professor 
Nichol, of Glasgow, on Lord Rosse's Telescope, which he 
stated to have a six-feet mirror as reflector. 

''April lO/A. Steamer arrived at Boston, bringing accounts 
of the continued ferment in Europe, and the disposition of 
sovereigns to yield to the popular current, even the Emperor 
of Austria giving way to his people. Spent the evening at 
Dr. Wood's, in company with Dr. Bond, Jos. P. Smith and 
wife, Miss Hodgdon, and a few others. Children much im- 
proved in health. 

"April \2th. Left in the cars for Newark. Met B. White- 
man, who took me to Iron Hill, and walked over the grounds 
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1848. with me, and then drove me to Newark. The sheriff put 
^^^^ up Iron Hill property, and, after bidding it up to two thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, I proposed to 
Mr. Whitaker to join him in the purchase at that price, to 
which he agreed. Paid sheriff two hundred and thirty-five 
' dollars and fifty cents, and was taken by Whitaker to 
Wilmington. Wrote to sheriff to make deed to both of us. 

''April I'^tk, Arrived at home at half-past three, and found 
our babe quite sick, so much so that I went for Dr. Meigs. 
Sister Caroline spent the day with us, her husband being at 
Greenwich. Went to the Pennsylvania Railroad office to 
meet the committee on the Harrisburg commission, and 
spent about three hours, it being a question of much interest 
to both roads. 

''April i^th. Benjamin Seebohm and Robert Lindsay to 
, tea, and Margaret Cheston, of Baltimore. Spent a pleasant 
evening, and at the close of it B. Seebohm preached a short 
sermon to us. 

• "Apfil 20th, Froze last night, sufficiently I fear to destroy 
the peaches and apricots. Wrote to Borden & Brown, 
requesting them to get a receipt for S. Randolph as ex- 
ecutor of his father. In the afternoon at Yearly Meeting, 
which passed off without excitement, the Wilbur friends 
having obtained their wishes. 

"April 2ist. At the last sitting of the Yearly Meeting this 
morning, which made a quiet conclusion. John Griscom and 
wife, uncle George Bacon and wife, and others, to tea. It is 
pleasant to have our old friends and relations with us. 

"April 26th. Slight rain early in the morning, but not 
enough to deter wife, sons R. and E., and myself from leav- 
ing for the farm. Found things in fair condition, and re- 
quested George McClees to turn the cows into the new 
ground to pasture. The diy weather keeps the grass back. 

"April 2%th, At Pennsylvania Railroad office as commit- 
tee-man of the Harrisburg and Lancaster arrangement. 
Went with wife and children to the packet Susquehanna, in 
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which our brother Dr. Wood, wife, aad sister expect to 1848. 

''May 4iL Rode with son R. before breakfast to the R. R. 
farm. Being in want of money, called upon T. Sparks to 
make a loan, which I did at nine per cent, for lead notes. 
In the afternoon drove with wife and four children to Hav- 
erford, for the purpose of selecting a room for our son. 
Attended Dr. Boynton's lecture on the magnetic telegraph. 

^'May 6tk, •Rode to Fair Hill, the site contemplated for 
the basin of the Kensington water-works. Met my finan- 
cial engagements without difficulty, although I had antici- 
pated having some trouble from the large sum to pay. Very 
tired in the evening, from over-exercise and want of strength. 

^'May lotk. Much anxiety about the payments of to-day, 
but provided in time to see my brother Horatio married at 
Orange Street Meeting. In the evening, with wife, went to 
the wedding, which was very pleasant, consisting of all the 
members of the Evans family, and a number of friends. 

''May 2$tk, Rode before breakfast round Girard College. 
After dinner rode, accompanying the carriage, with wife to 
Susan Longstreth's, where our daughter Mary's teachprs 
were holding a May jubilee with their scholars, — there being 
about forty, — a beautiful company and a fine old hostess. 

"May 2gtk. Rode over the Schuylkill. Interested in the 
fleet of canal-boats at Wire Bridge. Spent the evening at 
John Bacon's, being a party to our newly-married brother, 
and was interested in conversation with Elizabeth Evans, 
who talks very well on religious subjects, having the Scrip- 
tures at easy command. 

"May list Rode before breakfast to the site of the new 
House of Refuge. Called upon D. C. Wood about the sale 
of his property, but received no satisfactory proposition. He 
seems bent upon utter financial ruin. Afternoon at Penn- 
sylvania Railroad board, and in the chair. There was much 
personal feeling manifested by some of the board toward the 
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1848. with me, and then drove me to Newark. The sheriff put 
^^f^^ up Iron Hill property, and, after bidding it up to two thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, I proposed to 
Mr. Whitaker to join him in the purchase at that price, to 
which he agreed. Paid sheriff two hundred and thirty-five 
' dollars and fifty cents, and was taken by Whitaker to 
Wilmington. Wrote to sheriff to make deed to both of us. 

''April 13/A. Arrived at home at half-past three, and found 
our babe quite sick, so much so that I went for Dr. Meigs. 
Sister Caroline spent the day with us, her husband being at 
Greenwich. Went to the Pennsylvania Railroad office to 
meet the committee on the Harrisburg commission, and 
spent about three hours, it being a question of much interest 
to both roads. 

''April I ^th. Benjamin Seebohm and Robert Lindsay to 
, tea, and Margaret Cheston, of Baltimore. Spent a pleasant 
evening, and at the close of it B. Seebohm preached a short 
sermon to us. 

"Aptil 20th. Froze last night, sufficiently I fear to destroy 
the peaches and apricots. Wrote to Borden & Brown, 
requesting them to get a receipt for S. Randolph as ex- 
ecutor of his father. In the afternoon at Yearly Meeting, 
which passed off without excitement, the Wilbur friends 
having obtained their wishes. 

"April 2lst, At the last sitting of the Yearly Meeting this 
morning, which made a quiet conclusion. John Griscom and 
wife, uncle George Bacon and wife, and others, to tea. It is 
pleasant to have our old friends and relations with us. 

"April 26th. Slight rain early in the morning, but not 
enough to deter wife, sons R. and E., and myself from leav- 
ing for the farm. Found things in fair condition, and re- 
quested George McClees to turn the cows into the new 
ground to pasture. The dry weather keeps the grass back. 

"April 28/A. At Pennsylvania Railroad office as commit- 
tee-man of the Harrisburg and Lancaster arrangement. 
Went with wife and children to the packet Susquehanna, in 
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which our brother Dr. Wood, wife, aad sister expect to 1848. 
sail. ;r— ^ 

^T. 49. 

''May Afth, Rode with son R. before breakfast to the R. R. 
farm. Being in want of money, called upon T. Sparks to 
make a loan, which I did at nine per cent, for lead notes. 
In the afternoon drove with wife and four children to Hav- 
erford, for the purpose of selecting a room for our son. 
Attended Dr, Boynton's lecture on the magnetic telegraph. 

''May 6th, •Rode to Fair Hill, the site contemplated for 
the basin of the Kensington water-works. Met my finan- 
cial engagements without difficulty, although I had antici- 
pated having some trouble from the large sum to pay. Very 
tired in the evening, from over-exercise and want of strength. 

"May lotk. Much anxiety about the payments of to-day, 
but provided in time to see my brother Horatio married at 
Orange Street Meeting. In the evening, with wife, went to 
the wedding, which was very pleasant, consisting of all the 
members of the Evans family, and a number of friends. 

"May 2$tk. Rode before breakfast round Girard College. 
After dinner rode, accompanying the carriage, with wife to 
Susan Longstreth's, where our daughter Mary's teachprs 
were holding a May jubilee with their scholars, — there being 
about forty, — a beautiful company and a fine old hostess. 

"May 2gth. Rode over the Schuylkill. Interested in the 
fleet of canal-boats at Wire Bridge. Spent the evening at 
John Bacon's, being a party to our newly-married brother, 
and was interested in conversation with Elizabeth Evans, 
who talks very well on religious subjects, having the Scrip- 
tures at easy command. 

"May ^ist. Rode before breakfast to the site of the new 
House of Refuge. Called upon D. C. Wood about the sale 
of his property, but received no satisfactory proposition. He 
seems bent upon utter financial ruin. Afternoon at Penn- 
sylvania Railroad board, and in the chair. There was much 
personal feeling manifested by some of the board toward the 
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1848. with me, and then drove me to Newark. The sheriff put 
^^^TT^ up Iron Hill property, and, after bidding it up to two thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, I proposed to 
Mr. Whitaker to join him in the purchase at that price, to 
which he agreed. Paid sheriff two hundred and thirty-five 
' dollars and fifty cents, and was taken by Whitaker to 
Wilmington. Wrote to sheriff to make deed to both of us. 

''April 13/A. Arrived at home at half-past three, and found 
our babe quite sick, so much so that I went for Dr. Meigs. 
Sister Caroline spent the day with us, her husband being at 
Greenwich. Went to the Pennsylvania Railroad office to 
meet the committee on the Harrisburg commission, and 
spent about three hours, it being a question of much interest 
to both roads. 

''April I ^th, Benjamin Seebohm and Robert Lindsay to 
, tea, and Margaret Cheston, of Baltimore. Spent a pleasant 
evening, and at the close of it B. Seebohm preached a short 
sermon to us. 

"Apfil 20th. Froze last night, sufficiently I fear to destroy 
the peaches and apricots. Wrote to Borden & Brown, 
requesting them to get a receipt for S. Randolph as ex- 
ecutor of his father. In the afternoon at Yearly Meeting, 
which passed off without excitement, the Wilbur friends 
having obtained their wishes. 

"April 2ist, At the last sitting of the Yearly Meeting this 
morning, which made a quiet conclusion. John Griscom and 
wife, uncle George Bacon and wife, and others, to tea. It is 
pleasant to have our old friends and relations with us. 

"April 26th, Slight rain early in the morning, but not 
enough to deter wife, sons R. and E., and myself from leav- 
ing for the farm. Found things in fair condition, and re- 
quested George McClees to turn the cows into the new 
ground to pasture. The diy weather keeps the grass back. 

"April 28/A. At Pennsylvania Railroad office as commit- 
tee-man of the Harrisburg and Lancaster arrangement. 
Went with wife and children to the packet Susquehanna, in 
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which our brother Dr. Wood, wife, aad sister expect to 1848. 
sail. iT""^^ 

^T. 49. 

''May 4/A. Rode with son R. before breakfast to the R. R. 
farm. Being in want of money, called upon T. Sparks to 
make a loan, which I did at nine per cent, for lead notes. 
In the afternoon drove with wife and four children to Hav- 
erford, for the purpose of selecting a room for our son. 
Attended Dr. Boynton's lecture on the magnetic telegraph. 

''May 6tk. ,Rode to Fair Hill, the site contemplated for 
the basin of the Kensington water-works. Met my finan- 
cial engagements without difficulty, although I had antici- 
pated having some trouble from the large sum to pay. Very 
tired in the evening, from over-exercise and want of strength. 

"May lotk. Much anxiety about the payments of to-day, 
but provided in time to see my brother Horatio married at 
Orange Street Meeting. In the evening, with wife, went to 
the wedding, which was very pleasant, consisting of all the 
members of the Evans family, and a number of friends. 

"May 2$th. Rode before breakfast round Girard College. 
After dinner rode, accompanying the carriage, with wife to 
Susan Longstreth's, where our daughter Mary's teachprs 
were holding a May jubilee with their scholars, — there being 
about forty, — a beautiful company and a fine old hostess. 

"May 29/A. Rode over the Schuylkill. Interested in the 
fleet of canal-boats at Wire Bridge. Spent the evening at 
John Bacon's, being a party to our newly-married brother, 
and was interested in conversation with Elizabeth Evans, 
who talks very well on religious subjects, having the Scrip- 
tures at easy command. 

"May T^ist, Rode before breakfast to the site of the new 
House of Refuge. Called upon D. C. Wood about the sale 
of his property, but received no satisfactory proposition. He 
seems bent upon utter financial ruin. Afternoon at Penn- 
sylvania Railroad board, and in the chair. There was much 
personal feeling manifested by some of the board toward the 
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1848. with me, and then drove me to Newark. The sheriff put 
^^f^^ up Iron Hill property, and, after bidding it up to two thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, I proposed to 
Mr. Whitaker to join him in the purchase at that price, to 
which he agreed. Paid sheriff two hundred and thirty-five 
' dollars and fifty cents, and was taken by Whitaker to 
Wilmington. Wrote to sheriff to make deed to both of us. 

''April i^th. Arrived at home at half-past three, and found 
our babe quite sick, so much so that I went for Dr. Meigs. 
Sister Caroline spent the day with us, her husband being at 
Greenwich. Went to the Pennsylvania Railroad office to 
meet the committee on the Harrisburg commission, and 
spent about three hours, it being a question of much interest 
to both roads. 

''April \$th, Benjamin Seebohm and Robert Lindsay to 
» tea, and Margaret Cheston, of Baltimore. Spent a pleasant 
evening, and at the close of it B. Seebohm preached a short 
sermon to us. 

"Aptil 20th. Froze last night, sufficiently I fear to destroy 
the peaches and apricots. Wrote to Borden & Brown, 
requesting them to get a receipt for S. Randolph as ex- 
ecutor of his father. In the afternoon at Yearly Meeting, 
which passed off without excitement, the Wilbur friends 
having obtained their wishes. 

"April 21st, At the last sitting of the Yearly Meeting this 
morning, which made a quiet conclusion. John Griscom and 
wife, uncle George Bacon and wife, and others, to tea. It is 
pleasant to have our old friends and relations with us. 

"April 2(>th, Slight rain early in the morning, but not 
enough to deter wife, sons R. and E., and myself from leav- 
ing for the farm. Found things in fair condition, and re- 
quested George McClees to turn the cows into the new 
ground to pasture. The dry weather keeps the grass back. 

"April 28/A. At Pennsylvania Railroad office as commit- 
tee-man of the Harrisburg and Lancaster arrangement. 
Went with wife and children to the packet Susquehanna, in 
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which our brother Dr. Wood, wife, aad sister expect to 1848. 

sail. iT""^^ 

/Et. 49. 

''May 4/A. Rode with son R. before breakfast to the R. R. 
farm. Being in want of money, called upon T. Sparks to 
make a loan, which I did at nine per cent, for lead notes. 
In the afternoon drove with wife and four children to Hav- 
erford, for the purpose of selecting a room for our son. 
Attended Dr. Boynton's lecture on the magnetic telegraph. 

''May 6tk, •Rode to Fair Hill, the site contemplated for 
the basin of the Kensington water-works. Met my finan- 
cial engagements without difficulty, although I had antici- 
pated having some trouble from the large sum to pay. Very 
tired in the evening, from over-exercise and want of strength. 

"May lotk. Much anxiety about the payments of to-day, 
but provided in time to see my brother Horatio married at 
Orange Street Meeting. In the evening, with wife, went to 
the wedding, which was very pleasant, consisting of all the 
members of the Evans family, and a number of friends. 

"May 2$th. Rode before breakfast round Girard College. 
After dinner rode, accompanying the carriage, with wife to 
Susan Longstreth's, where our daughter Mary's teachprs 
were holding a May jubilee with their scholars, — there being 
about forty, — z, beautiful company and a fine old hostess. 

"May 2gth, Rode over the Schuylkill. Interested in the 
fleet of canal-boats at Wire Bridge. Spent the evening at 
John Bacon's, being a party to our newly-married brother, 
and was interested in conversation with Elizabeth Evans, 
who talks very well on religious subjects, having the Scrip- 
tures at easy command. 

"May 7,1st. Rode before breakfast to the site of the new 
House of Refuge. Called upon D. C. Wood about the sale 
of his property, but received no satisfactory proposition. He 
seems bent upon utter financial ruin. Afternoon at Penn- 
sylvania Railroad board, and in the chair. There was much 
personal feeling manifested by some of the board toward the 
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1848. ings ; custom-house. I had a long talk with J. Thayer about 
^^^^^ Reading Railroad. 

**Sept. 24/A. Went with family in the morning to Trinity 
Church, hearing Mr. Clark preach a good sermon, but with- 
out touching the heart. In the afternoon strolled in pur- 
suit of the Friends* Meeting-house, and found it in Milton 
Place, in Federal Street. 

''Sept. 2$tk. Took early breakfast, and left in hack with 
family for Cushing's Place. Wife rode to see Laura Bridge- 
man, and returned in time to go to Lowell at twelve, to see 
the Merrimac Mills and the Lowell Carpet Factory. Saw 
Mr. Fay in the evening. 

''Sept 26th, Left Boston at seven in the Worcester train, 
and, running very rapidly, took the boat at New Haven 
about one, and reached New York after five. Stopped at 
the Irving House. Mr. Granger, of Canandaigua, and 
family, came with us from New Haven. 

"Sept, 2yth, Went with wife and children to Trinity 
Church, and from there to Greenwood Cemetery, on Long 
Island, returning to dine. After dinner walked on Battery 
with family. The building of Colonel Thomas, lately erected, 
and that of Mr. Lennox, are much the most splendid private 
residences. 

"Sept. 2%th. Drove with wife and children to Harlem, 
and to the High Bridge, the aqueduct of the Croton waters. 
Saw F. S. Lathrop, and W. Stephens, president of Bank 
of Commerce. Spent the evening at Stacey Collins's with a 
small party. Had quite a long conversation with Joseph 
Collins about the benevolent institutions of the city of New 
York. 

"Sept. 2gtk. Called upon John Gihon, and had a long talk 
with him about Reading Railroad and Schuylkill Navigation 
Company; he is ardent for an arrangement. Went with 
wife on board of the Henry Clay, one of the finest packet- 
ships'. At six, went to meet Dr. Wood and party, who 
had just arrived, in the steamer America, from Liver- 
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pool. They all came and stopped with us at the Irving 
House. 

*'Sept. 30/A. Rose by times, and wife and son accom- 
panied me to see the steamer America, at Jersey City. She 
is of ample dimensions, and well fitted up. The doctor, his 
party, and ourselves took lunch, and left at one o'clock for 
Philadelphia. After tea, went to brother Charles's, where 
the whole family were collected. 

" Oct 1st The doctor and family came to tea, and we had 
a long visit from David. Our daughter Carry returned last 
evening from h^r uncle Nat's. We found our baby running, 
on getting home, having only ventured a few steps before 
we left. 

''Oct, 2d, Appointed by Philadelphia Bank a committee- 
man to meet other banks, for the purpose of consulting 
about the sale of the Illinois lands by the trustees of the 
United States Bank. Employed most of the day in reading 
and answering the letters received during my absence. 

''Oct Zth. After dinner started for Lombardy Grove, 
taking with me wife, sons Richard, Edward, George, and 
Randolph, to spend a few weeks. 

"Oct, gth. Three carpenters and as many masons came to 
work, and I set them at the spring-house, the foundation 
being dug; the carpenters to rebuild the corn-crib. Ob-* 
tained the signatures to petition to open road. Left, on Dr. 
Wood's Frank, for home. 

"Oct, 13/A. Again at farm. Spent the day in rambling 
over it, trimming trees, pulling up weeds, and looking at 
my workmen. The carpenters have nearly completed the 
crib, a^d the mason has placed the windows in the spring- 
house. Found some fine Newtown pippins in the orchard, 
not having known of them previously. 

"Oct 14/A. Called upon John Stitler, and agreed with 
him as to the position of the proposed road. Saw Squire 
WoUerton, and fixed Friday next to run it out. Requested 
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1848. a number of gunners to desist from shooting on my grounds, 
^^ "' which they did. Masons got the spring-house to its height. 
Left for home with wife. 

'*Oct \<ith. Found babe improved. Dined early, and wife, 
anxious to be with our h'ttle boys, left for the farm alone 
with the coachman, in rather a sober mood, — ^the long ride 
making her feel, no doubt, its solitariness. So many cares 
occupy my thoughts that it is most difficult on this day to 
withdraw them to their proper direction. 

''Oct igth. After dinner left for the farm, and when in the 
cars B. V. Marsh came to tell me that he had attended to 
the weighing of a large amount of silver bullion received 
from Lightner, from Chihuahua. 

'*Oct 20th. Rose early, and began a rabbit-trap for my boys. 
Engaged Squire Wollerton to survey a route for road, which 
he did with some care. Received pay from Hartman for 
boards, and paid Satterford. Found my sheep had strayed 
off; sent for them. Busy with providing stone for spring- 
house. 

" Oct, 29/A. Nathaniel Randolph dined with us; took him 
to steamboat depot. Arrived at home. Spent evening 
at Dr. Wood's, and in reading papers that I had not before 
seen. Juliana, our babe, not quite well, which we attribute 
to teething. 

'*Nov, 2d, Quite an excited debate at bank this morning 
on the subject of dividend, which was ended by declaring 
five per cent, for six months. Saw several lead dealers, 
the article having declined. Took early dinner, and left, in 
West Chester cars, for farm. Met wife and children at 
Boot Road. 

" Nov, ^h. Busily employed in setting out some fruit- 
trees, intending to plant for training on barn-yard wall, 
which has been altered for the purpose. Sisters Caroline 
and Hannah, with our two daughters, came out, and took 
us by surprise. 
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** Nov, $tk. Drove in dearborn, taking sister Hannah, 1848. 
daughter Mary, and son Randolph, whose third birthday ^^^ Tq 
was celebrated by his first going to meeting. 

*' Nov. 13/A. Returned with family yesterday. Find the 
comforts of the city quite agreeable after the cold and damp 
of the country. At bank, and the Insurance and Railroad 
Companies, and in the evening met committee of Schuylkill 
Navigation Company, to see the progress of the loan. Took 
tea, with our brothers and sisters, at Horatio's. 

" Nov, iSth. Mild, clear, beautiful weather. Rather pleas- 
ant meeting at board of North American Insurance Com- 
pany. Gave Mr. Merrick notice of my intention to resign 
as manager of Pennsylvania Railroad. 

" Nov, 29/A. Signed an agreement with D. C. Wood to 
carry on the business of his furnace next year. E. T. Ran- 
dolph gone to Haverstraw, New York, for the purpose of 
procuring stones for furnace-hearth. Jonas Wyman called 
to know about the arrangement for coal trade. Met board 
of Pennsylvania Railroad, and heard report of president for 
the year. 

''Nov, 30///. During interview with Mr. Merrick this 
morning, authorized him to leave my name off the ticket 
about to be published for the coming election of directors 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and substitute that of Commo- 
dore Stockton. L. Q. C. Elmer called upon me about D. C. 
Wood's affairs. At party with wife at Israel Morris's, given 
to William Longstreth and his bride. 

" Dec, 2()th, Called, with Mr. Hoopes, to see H. Campbell, 
who consented to go to Harrisburg. At four left in the cars, 
with Campbell and G. Howell, taking the memorial of the 
Board of Trade to the Governor, on the subject of his vetoing 
the Erie and Ohio Railroad. 

''Dec, '^otk. Snowing till about ten, then cleared pleasantly. 
Travelled up the railroad, with much effort, to the Gap, 
where we arrived about four this morning. Got out of the 
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cars and breakfasted. Reached Lancaster before dark, 
where we saw Colonel Forth and Mr. Carpenter, and made 
arrangements with a sleigh-driver to take us to Harrisburg. 
"Dec. ^isf. Our company, consisting of the committee and 
Mr. Long, as member of the legislature from Bucks County, 
left for Harrisburg, and, as the sleighing was good, we had 
an extremely pleasant ride, dining at Elizabethtown, and 
reaching Harrisburg before dark. On the way up we saw 
the locomotives opening the road, and suppose they reached 
Lancaster about eleven o'clock ; we afterwards saw trains 
going down. In the evening several cars came, bringing 
the detained passengers up. After we arrived, I wrote a 
note to the Governor, which was signed by the committee, 
and very soon received an answer stating that he would see 
us. I then accompanied Mr. Howell to see Mr. Kinkle and 
have advice as to our proceedings. After tea, we introduced 
ourselves to his Excellency, and had an interview of about 
one and a half hours, going over the whole of the ground 
about the Erie and Ohio Railroad bill. He seemed im- 
pressed with what we said to him, but spoke of his difficulty 
in granting our request ; and, after thinking upon the subject, 
suggested that we should call upon the city and county 
members, and get them to introduce a resolution making 
null and void the bill before it became a law. We thanked 
him, and called upon Rundle, Smith, and other members of 
the city and county, who entered into our proposal without 

hesitation. I wrote a note to M . Mr. Campbell wrote 

one to Crabb. 
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**yan, 1st Was called up early for Philadelphia cars. Had 1849. 
a pleasant run to the city, reaching it just in time to be at ^^7^ 
the table of Dr. Wood at the usual New- Year festival. All 
the brothers and sisters were present, and in the evening 
several of our children. David, doctor, Charles and Ho- 
ratio took a walk to the Schuylkill, and looked at David's 
lot on Hamilton Street. Louis Napoleon elected president 
of the French. 

"^'Jan. 8///. After going through the business of the bank, 
went to North American Insurance office to meet board 
for dividend, which we made to the extent of twelve per 
cent. Attended meeting of the board of Schuylkill Navi- 
gation Company, and was put on committee of retrench- 
ment. 

''Jan. 20///. At Wistar-party at Dr. Homer's, where were 
most of the persons who usually attend these meetings, 
which consist of many of the prominent lawyers and physi- 
cians of the city, professors in the colleges and high schools, 
literary men and persons of leisure, with usually a few mer- 
chants among them. Such parties, by bringing together 
persons of various employments who would otherwise 
seldom meet, are productive of much good, by the increase 
of kind, social feeling. If there is any strong objection to 
them, it is in the table, in respect to both meat and drink. 
It is creditable, however, that indulgence in drink is rarely 
observed. The party last night was more than usually 
pleasant to me. Employed considerable part of the day in 
signing certificates to use at Millville Furnace for circulation 
among the workmen, making more than one thousand sig- 
natures. 

22 
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**yan, 22d, Spent much of the afternoon at the Schuyl- 
kill Navigation Company's office. It is rather prosy busi- 
ness to sit and hear letters read, and to know the difficulty 
in effecting such economical reforms in the management 
as is necessary to place the company's affairs in right 
position. 

''yan.2id. Spent the evening at the North American In- 
surance office. After going through business as usual, 
took oysters, and talked about the old merchants and men 
who were commercially prominent about thirty years ago. 
Mr. Girard usually figures as the hero of many of the stories. 

" yan. 24/A. Reading Memoirs of T. Fowell Buxton, with 
much interest. His long life in Parliament, of nineteen 
years, was given almost exclusively to the cause of the 
slave, and the rights of the aborigines of Africa, — valuable 
aid to the helpless. 

^'yan, 2gtlu Very busy in my counting-room during the 
morning, with various calls by parties both on public and 
my own affairs. At meeting of the North American Insur- 
ance Company to elect clerk. At Schuylkill Navigation 
office to elect clerk. Conversed with Dr. Wood on the 
subject of the excitement now prevailing about emigration 
to California, and the probable result of the gold-finding 
there. He estimates that some hundred millions will be 
produced in a few years, and that the relative value of all 
substantial property and gold will very essentially change. 
He bases his opinion upon the correspondence that has been 
received from persons residing in and visiting that region. 
My own opinion is, that a considerable amount of gold will 
be found, but very much less than is believed by many, and 
that the present excitement grows but of the disposition of 
mankind to seize hold of anything that promises an easy 
and rapid means of wealth. 

''Feb. id. Rose early, took the stage, and had an unpleasant 
ride, the roads being bad. Found family well. Spent the 
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evening at Dr. Wood's Wistar-party, which was large, with 1849, 
many pleasant persons. Have passed three days at furnace ^^^^ 
in settling with and paying the workmen balances due them 
from the year's work. I was much pleased with their con- 
duct and deportment. The Americans, who are almost all 
of them natives of Millville, are sober and well-disposed ; 
very many of them without education, — at least one-half of 
them not being able to write. I reproached them for their 
ignorance in matters so easily acquired, and told them I 
hoped their children would not be left in the same condi- 
tion. The arrangement made with the manager and clerk 
to conduct the business for a share of profits this year, I 
hope will work well. They manifest a disposition to do the 
best they can, in the face of discouraging circumstances, on 
account of the low price of iron and the disadvantages of 
our position for making it cheaply. I have scarcely a hope 
that the blast will pay cost. 

''Feb, gth. Took wife to West Chester cars, to visit 
our son at Haverford. She returned p.m., having found 
him well. Went with daughters and son Eddy to hear a 
lecture from an Ojibbeway Indian, who is travelling to see 
the several legislatures now in session, for the purpose of 
influencing Congress to pass an act appropriating a large 
tract of country, north and east of the head-waters of the 
Missouri, to the special occupancy of his tribe and others 
friendly with them. He is a fine-looking man, entirely 
Indian in his appearance. His discourse was far from 
learned, but he gave us the Indian opinion that the red 
man came from Asia over Behring Strait, and spread 
through North America; that those of South America 
came from the Mediterranean to the coast of Brazil. His 
relation of the concealment of the traditions of the Indians 
in their boxes containing . the wampum was new to me; 
generally his narration was of things quite familiar. As far 
as I could gather from his discourse, I think him a professor 
of the religion of the gospel. 
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1849. ^'Feb, \%th. R. Collins preached in the morning, S. Bet- 
^^' ^ tie, Jr., in the afternoon. Called upon Dr. Morton, who is 
convalescing, after a severe attack of pleurisy, which he sup- 
posed at one time would prove fatal ; also upon Dr. Wood, 
who has been for two or three days confined to the house. 

^'Feh, 20th, Attended with wife the first lecture of Pro- 
fessor Agassiz on Natural History, chiefly introductor}*-, 
showing the course he intended to pursue in illustrating 
his subject. His descriptions were very general ; the great 
point in this lecture was the declaration that animals are not 
divided into a regular succession of increased importance, 
beginning at the lowest living being, and ascending, step by 
step, gradually to man, but were divided into classes en- 
tirely distinct from each other, and forming separate sets, 
according to the design of the Creator. 

''April \%th. Went to Yearly Meeting. Reading the re- 
ports of the Meeting of Sufferings was the stated business 
for the day. The reading was gone through very well in 
less than two hours; but I found it difficult to keep up 
with the reader and fully to digest the matter. The first 
speaker, I think, was Dr. Beesley, in opposition to the 
report, soon followed by several others. J. W. Tatum pro- 
posed that the consideration of the report should be de- 
ferred till next year. This suggestion was advocated by a 
number of persons, and about fifty gave their voices in its 
favor. After which Samuel Bettle rose and stated that he 
thought no advantage would arrive from delay ; some others 
seconding that view, W. Evans very soon followed with 
some explanations and arguments in favor of immediate ac- 
ceptance. The opinions of these persons called up many 
voices in favor of no postponement, and pretty soon con- 
siderable discussion ensued, in which the chief argument 
used in various forms was that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting^ 
had no right to look into the disciplinary proceedings of 
another Yearly Meeting. After pros and cons for about two 
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hours, the clerk decided that the report was adopted, which 
called up several, who protested against the minute of the 
clerk most decidedly ; but it was sustained by a majority of 
voices, and the question may be put down as settled, that 
the majority principle of deciding disputed points was fully 
adopted by this meeting. 

''May 2^d, I wish to record an escape from destruction; 
no doubt a special mercy for my improvement. My coach- 
man was taking me over to Kirk's Station, on the West 
Chester Railroad, in the dearborn, and, being rather late, he 
drove so fast that we did not hear the cars approaching. 
When near Walkertown, and within a few feet of the road, 
heard the whistle of the engine, and in a twinkling the train 
rushed by. The horses were much alarmed, but not so 
much as I expected, and very soon became quiet. I was 
just directing to push on, with hardly a consciousness of 
what I said, as the driver, whether upon reflection or impulse, 
drew back, and, the horses rearing, the cars passed within 
three feet. A moment's delay would probably have crushed 
the whole of us. My little son Randolph, who was with 
me, seemed somewhat astonished, but not niaterially alarmed, 
being too young to understand the danger he was in. 

" My convictions for a long time have been that Provi- 
dence watches over us constantly for our protection, and not 
unfrequently changes the course of events for the benefit 
of those who most need his mercy. May such an event 
stimulate me more and more to act as the servant of so good 
a Lord ! 

"yune gth. In the afternoon rode, with Dr. Elwyn and my 
two little boys, to see the farm of Isaac Roberts, a few miles 
up the Schuylkill. Did not find the old gentleman at home, 
but his son showed us the farm, which is in a high state of 
cultivation. The grassfields looked extremely rich, and 
the cattle in very good condition. There is also a neatness 
about the house and farm which is highly commendable. 
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1849. ^'June 2\st My son Eddy having arrived at his ninth 

xirXo birthday, seeming to wish some token of it, I gave him a 

knife, which pleased him. He strives to do well, has good 

reasoning powers, but an impetuous temper, which I hope 

he will be able to control. 

^^yune 27th. Family all rose about four, and, taking break- 
fast, started for Lombardy Grove, — ^the party consisting of 
wife, two oldest daughters, Judy, and William, — having an 
unusually pleasant ride. Found men engaged at hay-making. 
Wife somewhat unwell ; hope it is only fatigue. 

*^yuly 2d, Found several letters of consequence received 
during my absence at farm. At bank find money very 
plentiful, but the rate still remaining firmly at six per cent. 
Attended board of Schuylkill Navigation Company, the 
affairs of which have not brightened during the past week. 
The cholera continues to increase; more cases and more 
deaths reported to-day than any previous one, the disease 
having extended itself all over the country, from Canada to 
Mexico. 

**3^ly 7th, Left the city in West Chester cars at seven 
o'clock, and went to Haverford, spending a few hours with 
my son. Very soon after dinner Dr. Wood arrived, and. I 
joined him on the way to the farm. Stopped at * the Paoli* 
to feed, and reached my family before dark. 

*'yuly i2th. Several conversations with D. C. Wood, who 
made various assertions of most unpleasant character. My 
prayer is that I may do him no wrong in word, thought, or 
deed. 

**yuly 15/A. Took wife, sister, daughters, and son Eddy 
to Downingtown Meeting, having a pleasant ride both going 
and coming. Sat with family, who repeated hymns and 
chapters of the Bible ; then strolled over the farm, — almost 
every crop looking extremely well. 

^^ytdy \6th. Most of the day pulling daisies in the front 
field, of which there are a very considerable quantity. Put 




RICHARD D. WOOD, 33 1 

sticks about tomatoes. George finished getting in his wheat 
entirely to-day, having a good crop. 

''July lyth. Assisted laborers in making hay. Went to 
Lyonville to look at some sheep, and contracted to have 
fifty brought to me, to be purchased if approved. Rode to 
Kirk's Station, and brought from there my nephew, George 
B. Wood, and his sister Mary Ann, who have come out to 
pay us a visit of a few days. 

^'jfidy 2%th, Picked about half a bushel of apricots yester- 
day, from our tree in the garden [Philadelphia]. Found 
the horses unfed. Did not wait long for man to feed and 
gear them, starting at six for the farm and reaching at 
eleven o'clock. After dinner went to Lyonville to have 
tooth drawn for son George. 

* 
^'Aug, 2d, Rose about five and picked the plums from 

the yellow-gage in the garden [Philadelphia], finding nearly 

a bushel. Left for my farm about one. 

'*Aug 4/A. Spent the morning in directing my men in 
making bridge over stream and grading lawn. In the 
afternoon drove, with wife and daughter, to pay a visit to 
Dr. Thomas. His garden is in extremely fine condition. 
Grapes and pears — ^particularly the latter — ^very nicely cul- 
tivated. He has over twenty kinds of choice dwarf trees. 
From there to R. Ashbridge's, — her family consisting of son 
and two daughters, who are very intelligent, — one of the 
pleasantest situations in the valley, and a large and val- 
uable farm. Met there her brother, Abraham Sharpless, an 
intelligent and wealthy farmer from Delaware County, who 
married the daughter of Bishop Onderdonk. The evening 
being pleasant, with fine full moon, we remained quite late, 
and had a delightful drive home. 

'^Aug, ^th. Left for Millville ; reading Thiers's Consulate 
and Empire in the stage. On arriving, went into furnace ; 
find bellows leaking badly, and but twenty tons of iron 
making per week. 
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1849. '^Aug, gth. Rose early; took a sulky and went down to 
^^ "^ the meadows, which I walked over; found a good deal of 
pasture, and but nine cattle. Biggs, the tenant, seems dis- 
posed to do the best he can, and to continue on the property. 
Had a considerable conversation with Allen about running 
the furnace, and the coaling, which I told him to close as 
soon as he could, directing the choppers to stop, unless Mr. 
Henry returned better prices for the charcoal now taken. 
Mr. Sharp suggested his wishes to make a connection with 
some of the moulders and undertake the business next year. 
''Aug. 26th. Strolled round the farm to look how draining 
of yesterday succeeded, and found it would do. Walked to 
meeting with two daughters and two sons ; then to see the 
state of the clover-seed, with George. Wife and children 
accompanied me to the railroad ; I got to city about eight. 
'^Aug, 27/A. At Philadelphia Bank, discount board; also 
Schuylkill Navigation Company's stated meeting. Received 
letter from Dr. Wood, in reply to one sent him contain- 
ing my proposition to David. Wrote L. Murray Moore, 
principal at Haverford, that I would subscribe one hundred 
dollars to a fund to build a play-house for the boys. Wrote 
to wife that I expected to go to her on Friday next ; to sister 
Caroline, and also to J. R. Allen, manager at Millville Fur- 
nace. 

**Sept. igth. On returning to tea, found wife and three sons 
from the farm, thus ending the season in the country for this 
year. Some excitement in consequence of the dismissal of 
Poussin, the French minister, by our government, and the 
belief that he has been sustained by his own. The cause 
seems to be rather a want of proper courtesy in correspond- 
ence than any more substantial reason. 

''Sept 22d, Engaged nearly all day in examining old 
ledgers, and in looking after accounts that are much behind. 
I find, they accumulate each year, and the amount of debts 
actually lost by my firm must approach four hundred thou- 
sand dollars since I began business. 
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" Sept 23^. Made a proposal to Mr. Fraley to purchase 1849. 
a considerable amount of the second loan of the Schuyl- ^^^ "^ 
kill Navigation Company at eighty per cent. Mr. Ashbel 
Ralston brought Mr. Whitney, the famous projector of the 
railroad to the Pacific, to see me. He remains as confident 
of the success of the plan, and as eager to interest all the 
world in his views, as at his entrance into the project. Is 
positive as to its being the only practicable route, for various 
reasons, but mostly because Congress will never sanction 
any other. He is a short, thick-set person, very fluent on 
his particular subject, which has become an entire hobby, 
that he rides regardless, I fear, of making misstatements of 
the country, and many facts bearing upon the subject. He 
seems to have great vigor and unlimited confidence. Spent 
the evening at Dr. Wood's. 

*'Oct $th. Preparing accounts for Henry Henderson to take 
to the West. Afternoon, had an interview with Dr. Stein- 
berger about leasing our coal-mines. Talking>with Wm. L. 
Abbott on the subject. Went) with son, to hear Fanny 
Kemble read Richard the Second, which she did to a large 
audience, and with considerable effect. She has much action 
of manner, countenance, and person, strong voice, under- 
stands her author, and develops the passion of the character; 
but the position was most unfeminine, and altogether unde- 
sirable of imitation. 

''Oct lOtA, On account of the weather, hesitated to start 
for the farm ; but, having to take our son to Haverford, we 
determined to go, and reached the school before ten. Al- 
though it rained, continued on to the farm. Finding George 
had not sown the timothy-seed, it being late in the season 
and the weather suitable, I had all hands put at it, and, 
joining them myself, we sowed over the whole field of eleven 
acres after four o'clock. 

" Oct 18/A. Left for home in the Millville stage, and, again 
having the back seat alone, enjoyed reading Dr. Arnold's 
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1849. Life with even more interest than yesterday. Stopped at 
^^^TT^ Cake's and went into his cranberry-patch, where I saw 
pickers engaged ; and, as the vines are very short, they have 
almost to lie down to get the berries. His patch is very 
prolific, being about half an acre, upon which he expects 
to get twenty-five bushels, and is selling them at four dol- 
lars per bushel. As they were in very fine condition, I pur- 
chased half a bushel, and brought them home. 

''Nov. 6th, Clear, mild Indian summer. Rose rather earlier 
than usual, and left for the farm. Stopped at Haverford ; 
found son restored to health, having had a chill and swelled 
neck. Reached the farm ; several mishaps have taken place. 
A hog stolen, and the cream and milk in the spring-house 
all upset by some malicious scoundrels. James and John 
at work at stone fence on the road. Potatoes gathered, but 
strong indications of rot. 

**Nov, Jth. Took a cold, solitary breakfast, and went 
among the laborers directing them to finish spreading the 
lime on the back field. Find the sheep have done much 
damage to the young trees in lawn. 

**Nav, StA. Called at the Mint to make a sale of charcoal 
made from pine-knots, it being the kind used by them. Felt 
languid from dyspepsia, and very little disposed for exer- 
tion all day. Spent the evening at Dr. Wood's, in company 
with Hannah Ann Tyson and John Bacon and wife. 

**Nov. I2th, Eddy began at E. Brown's school. ^ 

*'Nov, lyth. Rode for an hour before dinner, after which I 
attended discount board at Philadelphia Bank. Had quite 
a long talk with N. Randolph on the subject of private 
banking, and suggested to him that I might engage in it. 
He did not seem disposed to enter into the scheme. 

'*Nov. IQ/A. Voted for directors at Philadelphia Bank. 
Examined the terms of boat loan at Schuylkill Navigation 
Company. Wrote several letters at counting-room in morn- 
ing, and in the afternoon dined with the board of Philadel- 
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phia Bank, leaving them in company with Mr. Yarrow, who 1849. 
dined with us, to attend meeting of Board of Trade to hear ^^^ "^ 
the report of Roberts, as a delegate to the St. Louis Con- 
vention on behalf of the board. He gave a long and ram- 
bling narrative, embracing the whole subject of railroads 
from Boston to the Pacific Ocean. 

''Nov, 21st, Was sent for to Philadelphia Bank to be con- 
sulted about a discount for the Reading Bank, which I as- 
sented to. Rode up the Ridge Road, and by the new church 
called St. James the Less, which is built according to very ^ 

old English models. Edward Brown took tea with^ us, and 
afterwards took our son Eddy to see the panorama of a 
voyage to California. 

'*Dec. 6th, Mrs. Wood took a long drive before dinner, 
and returned very well, but a little after three o'clock was 
taken sick, and on returning from the store at tea-time, I 
found it was necessary to have the nurse. Took the car- 
riage after tea, and, finding nurse Forss at church, brought 
her home, and very soon went for Dr. Meigs, who was out, 
but whom I found at Ringgold Wilmer's. He consented to 
come with me, and on getting home we found a fine boy 
had been born for ten minutes, coming into the world 
twenty minutes after nine o'clock. The doctor remained 
half •an hour, and was taken by my coachman back to Mr. 
Wilmer's. Mrs. Wood seems unusually well, and the boy, 
the doctor says, will weigh fully nine pounds. 

''Dec, gth. My wife has been and continues to be very 
smart, and the child apparently doing well. 

"Dec, i6tA, Very small meeting, both forenoon and after- 
noon. Wife has been sitting up most of the day. Dr. Wood 
and wife to see her in the evening. 

"Dec, I StA. D. C. Wood called upon me, and, after some 
conversation relative to his affairs, agreed to assign his 
property for the equal benefit of his creditors, on condition 
that I should carry on the furnace for another year. I 
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1849. agreed to the terms, and we called upon St George T. 
^^' 7i Campbell, David's attorney, to consult him upon the legality 
of the mode of carrying it out. As he required time to con- 
sider the subject, we agreed to see him on Friday evening 
next. I spoke to Williamson to write the deed of assign- 
ment. Miss Rivinus to tea with daughter Mary. 

''Dec, igth. Very much to my regret, David took back all 
his proposals to convey his property for the benefit of his 
creditors, and determined obstinately to resist the payment 
of his debts. Rode over Schuylkill to see the progress of 
the grading for the new railroad to Market Street Bridge. 

'*Dec, 20th, My brother David called upon me this morn- 
ing, and again proposed the assignment, and asked me to 
write down the terms upon which I would carry on the fur- 
nace for another year. I gave them to him, and he promised 
in a short time to make up his mind. Attended the lecture 
by Dana, upon Hamlet, which I suppose was interesting to 
his audience, who were quiet, but I confess I was not par- 
ticularly delighted. At Dr. Wood's to meet a small party 
after lecture. 

''Dec, 22d, Went to thank St. George T. Campbell for the 
interest he -took in inducing my brother David to make a 
general assignment, and in the evening called with David 
at his office and had it executed, and upon the diflFerent 
commissioners of Delaware and New Jersey and had it ac- 
knowledged, thus completing a matter, so far as David is 
concerned, of the best amends he can make to his creditors 
for the long delay of his payments to them. I sincerely 
hope that I may be able to fulfil faithfully to him, to his 
creditors, and to my Maker, the trust that has been confided 
to me. 

"Dec, 28/A. Left in the West Chester cars for the farm, 
and was met by my man John Casey, who had brought our 
young mare Fanny for me to ride over ; I had to go to 
Lyonville to purchase some manure. In passing the black- 
smith's shop she tumbled down, throwing me some distance 
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and stunning me. On rising, finding myself hurt, I gladly 
consented to go into the doctor's, just at hand ; he was sent 
for, soon came, and, washing and dressing the wounds with 
care, recommended that I should go home at once. Joel 
Hawley was kind enough to send to the farm for my meuito 
bring the dearborn and take me over to Kirk's Station. 
Fanny looked abashed on perceiving the effect of her care- 
lessness, and stood quietly. I reached home, and, sending 
for Dr. Wood, he recommended that the wounds be dressed 
by a surgeon. Having confidence in Dr. R. Randolph, we 
sent for him, and he soon came, and with much care (and 
with the advice of Dr. Norris) dressed them. The wounds 
are about one and a half inches long, near the top of the 
head, and a laceration inside the lower part of the ear. The 
shoulder and lower part of the neck also hurt. The doctor 
at Lyonville having bled me, no doubt relieved the soreness 
of the wounds. My unexpected arrival at home, and the 
bandage around the head, excited some emotion in the 
family, and my wife very promptly and kindly exerted her 
good offices for my comfort. Went to bed in a quiet state, 
and slept pretty well through the night. I feel that I owe 
more thanks than my hard heart can give to -a merciful 
Creator, and I pray that the occurrence may be received 
as a renewed warning of the necessity of preparation for a 
future state. 



338 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 



1850. " yan, \st Sore ear was nicely dressed by Dr. Randolph. 
yEx^ Afterwards went with wife to Dr. Wood's usual family 
dinner. It was sumptuous, and passed off pleasantly, my 
wound prohibiting indulgence on my part. After dinner, 
when the brothers had separated from the sisters, David 
produced a schedule of his real estate, made out since his 
assignment and in consequence of it. His debts were put 
down at about twenty-seven thousand dollars, exclusive of 
the claims of E. T. Randolph & Co. and R. D. Wood, and 
the valuation placed upon the real estate over three hundred 
thousand dollars. At this point in our conference, my wife 
calling for me, and being anxious to go home, I left with 
her. 

''yan, $th. Drove to the store as sOon as my ear was 
dressed, and was continually engaged until my wife came 
for me. Had two conferences with Archibald Robin 
son, m regard to his claim against D. C. Wood. T. Wil- 
liamson and G. B. Wood met at my house in the evening to 
confer. 

''yan, ^th. Dr. Norris and Dr. Wood were with Dr. Ran- 
dolph while dressing the ear, and pronounced it doing well. 
I drove down to the store afterwards, and attended to busi- 
ness through the day. Nurse Forss left in the afternoon, 
having been with us five weeks. 

"yan, 23^. A large party of the Randolph family at our 
aunt Margaret Justice's, given to introduce Jane Handy, 
to whom her son George has been some months engaged. 
It was a nice company, and all seemed pleased with the 
fiancee, 

"yan, 3 \st Went with wife to Craige's riding-school ; also 



RICHARD D. WOOD. 

to Dunlap's to look at carriages. Having reflected seriously 
upon the uncertainty of life, particularly since my fall 
from my horse, I deem it my duty to make my will. This 
I began to do to-day, and my wife coming into my counting- 
room, I showed it to her. She had said nothing to me on 
the subject, and had made no request of me to do it, and 
what I had written was entirely without her knowledge. 

^'Feb, ^k. Large financial transactions, to perform which 
were unpleasant, as a party indebted suffered a protest. 
Attended a meeting of about a hundred gentlemen to pro- 
mote the evening schools for boys and young men, who are 
mostly apprentices. 

''Feb, lotk. My ear not healing, the doctor thought it 
best to dress it with poultices ; which has been done, and the 
inflammation is apparently reduced. I remained in the 
house all day, and passed it in reading. 

''Feb, 11/'//. At bank, and found the applications for dis- 
count rather less than for the few previous days. Also at 
the Schuylkill Navigation Company in afternoon, and stated 
that I thought the trustees of the boat loan had charged too 
much commission. In the evening at a party of ladies and 
gentlemen at our neighbor's, Jos. P. Smith. It passed off 
pleasantly. 

"Feb, i6th. Spent a large part of the morning in closing, 
with G. Ferguson, the business of A. C. Davis. In the 
evening at Dr. Elwyn's Wistar-party, yrhich was large and 
pleasant. I was introduced to Mr. Swift, the president of 
the Baltimore and Philadelphia Railroad. Found him in- 
telligent on his own employment. 

"Feb. 20th, Wrote to son R., and sent him Henry Clay*s 
speech on his slavery compromise resolutions. Spent the 
evening, with wife, at Samuel Reeves's, with quite a large 
family party. 

"Feb, 2\st, A general advance in all kinds of stocks, owing 
to the ease in the money-market, and the prospect of large 
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1 850. influx of gold from Californiai. Went to funeral of a daughter 

^^^TZ^^ of George V. Bacon. In the evening at a party, at Dr. 

Morton's, mostly composed of young people. Afternoon 

with daughter Mary to Craige's riding-school, for her first 

lesson. 

''Feb, 26th. After sitting about two hours in my counting- 
room, began to feel chilly ; took a walk; stopped at carriage- 
maker's and saw a carriage nearly completed, that would suit 
me, for about three hundred dollars. Stopped a short time 
at bank, and, finding the chilliness continue, told them I 
should go home to bed. Remained at store till dinner-time, 
and rode home in omnibus. After dinner, back to store. 
Sent for brother Charles, and requested him to invite my 
brothers to meet at my house in place of Dr. Wood's, as I 
am too sick to go out ; which he promised to do. Wrote 
also to A. G. Coffin, president of the North American In- 
surance Company, desiring him to use his influence to 
obtain the subscription of the company to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, as I was unable to be at their meeting this even- 
ing, and asking them to subscribe two hundred shares. 
Gave directions at store as if I did not expect to be there 
for [several days. After trying to be as calm as possible, 
was pleased with the appearance of all my brothers except 
David. As they came upon business, as assignees, we 
entered upon it at once. The doctor, the principal and 
almost the sole speaker, urged upon me the propriety of 
giving in writing to them an assurance that in case I pur- 
chased the property of Millville Furnace, now advertised 
for sale by J. Brick, as master in chancery, at suit of D. 
Vickers, I would hold it for the benefit of David and his 
creditors, after paying myself. This I had offered to do, 
and, as it was a mere act of grace on my part, I thought 
that they should ask nothing further. They replied, that in 
case of my death that would be of no avail. I then told them 
that my will was made, and they were the executors, and 
that I would add to it a codicil instructing them, in case the 
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property was so bought and held by me, that they, the ex- 
ecutors, should so dispose of it as to pay my whole claim 
first, and then the balance to D. C. Wood, after paying his 
creditors. Finding I would do nothing else, they acquiesced. 
A great point of objection, to giving a written promise to 
do what I intend, was, that David might use such an in- 
strument to found a chancery bill, which would materially 
interfere with doing the business. After settling that affair, 
took the doctor's prescription for my fever, and went to bed, 
to spend a restless night.'* 

It has been said that "To every man is prescribed a 
special path through life, by which he is to attain the general 
goal." My husband recognized his path; and his varied 
duties, even during this long and severe illness, were never 
entirely delegated to others. By far the most painful and 
difficult of these was the effort he was making to arrange the 
affairs of his half-brother, his senior by almost twenty years, 
and so unlike the rest of the family in all his characteris- 
tics, it was difficult to realize his relationship to those with 
whom he so little associated. 

Impracticable in temper, and much disposed to litigation, 
he coalesced with none; and so long back as April, 1804, I 
find his loving young stepmother ple'ading with him to be 
reconciled to his father, " of whom he cherished very wrong 
ideas," and lamenting that he should say "he had no friends, 
as he always had one in her, and might have many, if he 
would show himself friendly." 

''Feb, 2^th, The appearance of the blood taken yesterday, 
and close examination by the ear, decided the doctor that 
the disease is pleurisy, and he ordered cupping. 

''March ist Feeling better. Saw several of my friends on 
business and in kindness. Wife has read to me from the 
Bible, which she does excellently, and I trust with the true 
spirit. Her nursing can hardly be equalled, 

23 
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1850. ''March 3^. Pulse higher, and fever increased so much 

"^^^^ that the doctor ordered a large blister on the side, which, 

together with the fever, caused me a painful day. The 

blister drew well ; my wife dressed it very nicely. Much 

serious thought of my many deficiencies. 

''March ^th. Fever considerably reduced, — almost gone. 
I felt all day the great need of forgiveness, and hope I 
prayed earnestly that God would give me the power to ask 
it rightly. I feel the awfulness of approaching eternity 
unprepared. Wife has kindly read to me the Bible, and 
some most beautiful hymns. 

"March gfh. Went down to breakfast with the family, 
which seemed very like being well. The babe Walter 
better. Our maid, Ann Buchanan, who has lived with us 
nearly seventeen years in much confidential trust, left us on 
last Saturday evening, without notice, several of the family 
being sick. This morning we learn that she is married, and 
presume that it was her dislike to avow her intention that 
caused her abrupt, unkind departure. As she has been an 
old and faithful servant, honest, and intelligent for her class, 
I hope she has obtained a good husband and home. 

"March 20th. Attended meeting,, for almost the first time 
since I have been in business, in the middle of the week. 
I think my motives are correct in so doing, but I fear that 
my attempt at worship is almost mockery. May God, in 
his mercy, incline my heart to the truth, and give me 
strength to serve Him as I ought! At small party at 
brother George Randolph's in the evening. 

"April gth. Spent most of the morning in store, and, my 
wife calling for me, drove with her to see John Hagan*s 
family, corner of Christian and Seventh Streets ; found them 
most wretchedly poor, but not disposed to repine. In the 
evening at a small party at Dr. Wood's. Received un- 
pleasant letter from A. C. Davis, to which I replied, I hope, 
without acrimony. 
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^^ April loth. Remained in the house during the day, on 
account of cough, and in the evening had a few friends, and 
some of our brothers and sisters. Dr. Wood, on leaving, 
advised me not to go to the furnace to-morrow. Our son 
came home from Haverford. 

^'April i^th. The doctor says that the inflammation has 
extended from the smaller tubes of the lungs to the cellular 
tissue, which will probably make the disease more tedious. 
Calls from several of my business friends ; also from Mr. 
,A. G. Coffin, who sat some time with me. He is a most 
kind and conscientiously benevolent man ; my association 
with him, as member of the North American Insurance 
Company for several years, has been very agreeable. 

''April i^th. D. C. Wood called to talk about the business 
of the furnace ; Jonas Wyman, to confer about our joint 
interests in the coal lands in Schuylkill County. In the 
evening quite a large number of Yearly Meeting Friends 
took tea with us. Very little of my fever to-day, although 
the doctor pronounces the inflammation not entirely gone, 
and says I must stay in-doors. S. F. Smith, president of 
Philadelphia Bank, sat some time with me in the afternoon. 

''April 22d, Drove to Philadelphia Bank, and attended dis- 
counts ; from there to store, and remained about two hours. 
In afternoon, went to board of Schuylkill Navigation Com- 
pany, and found the present position promising. 

"April 2yth. Dr. Wood, having examined my chest very 
carefully, said he would like another ear than his to do so, 
and' suggested that Dr. Pepper should be invited to meet 
him. He accordingly came in the evening, applied his ear 
to almost every part of the chest and shoulders, and said he 
found no irregular action or important derangement. I 
confess this changed my opinion in regard to the progress 
of the cough, which, I hope, can be removed. I trust that it 
may be my earnest and honest prayer that no prospect of 
lengthened life may make me careless or indifferent to the 
preparation for a future. 
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1850. ''April 2gth. Feeling better, about ten I drove down to 
^rjTT^ Philadelphia Bank, and after discount was over, to the store 
and wrote letters. Then to the Pennsylvania Railroad office 
and voted the shares I hold in favor of daily lines. Paid 
Jas. Shaughney for gardening. Our brother George Ran- 
dolph called to take our son Eddy to Westtown. He left 
cheerfully, and seemed pleased with his prospects, having 
several acquaintance there ; I trust it will be for his benefit, 
both physically and mentally. I consider him superior to 
most boys of his age, having a disposition to inquire into, 
and understand, subjects that are brought before him. His 
temper, however, is overbearing, which, I trust, association 
will remedy. Signed ground-rent deed for lot on Hamilton 
Street, for Brigham. 

''May 1st. Went to market, and rode to store in omni- 
bus for the first time since my illness. In the afternoon 
walked out to the Hamilton Street lots, and feel none the 
worse for the exercise. 

"May 3^. Rode about an hour before dinner, and feel 
much relieved from dyspeptic symptoms of the last few 
days. Had several friends to tea and spend the evening ; 
among them the wives of Charles and Edward Yarnall, and 
the children of the latter, Sarah Walker, Mary N. Logan, 
and several others. 

"May %th. Afternoon, rode up to Hay-market, and pur- 
chased at eighty cents. Was informed of the election of 
Dr. Wood to the chair of Practice of Medicine in the Uni- 
versity. 

"May 14/A. Sadly taken by surprise upon being informed 
of the death of George Morton, a young man who h^d been 
with us as apprentice for a few months. He had an attack of 
bilious colic a few days ago, but had, I supposed, recovered ; 
a relapse took place, and he expired this morning. He was 
much beloved by all the young men associated with him 
at the store. Stopped at Dr. Morton's to leave my respects. 
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and to say that my young men wished me to tender their 1850. 
services in any way. mv^i 

^'May 22d. On waking, began to cough, and raised some 
blood. Dr. Wood assured me that he spoke as he thought 
when he said there was no particular cause for alarm. I 
think, however, that the prospect of restoration to health is 
far from flattering, and that I should feel as if eternity was 
at hand. Spent part of the day in preparing a reply to my 
brother David's bill in the Chancery Court of New Jersey 
against me, and, while I feel his declarations as unkind as 
they are untrue, I wish to encourage no unpleasant feeling 
toward him, but to be governed by the holy rule of doing as 
I would be done unto. 

*'May 26th. Engaged in reading Gurney's Lectures upon 
Christianity, which are deeply interesting, and the evi- 
dences of history, of miracles, of prophecy, and the moral 
evidences are strikingly set forth. His style is pleasant, 
comparing favorably with, Bishop Butler's. 

'"yune /\th. Before getting up, began to cough, with blood, 
to rather a greater extent than yesterday. Dr. Wood came 
in to see me, and recommended our sending for Dr. Pep- 
per; which I did. He came in half an hour, and prescribed 
a blistef in addition to digitalis. He gave me permission 
to drive. 

''yune nth. Doctor told me that I was doing well, and 
left ofiF all medicine but cod-liver oil, and recommended 
cherry-bark for to-morrow. Drove with wife through 
School-house Lane, and returned to dine. 

''yum i^th. Feel an improvement in my health. Break- 
fasted early. My wife, with the three younger children, 
their nurse, and the cook, left for the farm, taking a man to 
mend the hydraulic ram. 

''yune 20th. I am trying to be resigned to the will of my 
Creator, either to die or live ; yet I find my spirits more 
elastic when the appearance of health presents itself. May 
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my God and Saviour give me strength to praise Him for 
what He sends me, whether of pain or comfort, and may 
I strive daily to do his will more and more. Drove with 
wife to the Woodlands, and spent about two hours there 
in a pleasant, shady spot. Walked, after dinner, a few 
squares, and find my strength not materially lessened for a 
few weeks. 

''yune 22d. Left home with wife in carriage, after break- 
fast, and went on board the steamboat Zephyr for Dover. 

'^yune 23^. Had pleasant ride from Dover, which we left 
early, and, passing through Camden and Canterbury, reached 
Milford before ten a.m., having had a pleasant road nearly 
all the way. Suffered much with heat. Walked over the 
town with wife, and found it larger and much more active 
.than Dover." 

It was on this Sunday evening, June 23d, whilst walking 
for exercise with my dear R., in the parlor of the hotel at 
Milford, the hope of his recovery being one he feared to 
cherish, that he spoke of how much work there was to do 
in the world, and of the diligence all ought to exercise in 
doing their share of it, urging me on to spheres of duty that 
I had never attempted. He dwelt upon what had been his 
ambition for his children, referred to the unpleasaift condi- 
tion of the affairs of D. C. W., the conducting of which 
seemed to be forced on him, — ^they being the object of our 
present journey, — deliberately and calmly adding, as if ac- 
cepting the inevitable, " We must give up the bank now, dear^ 
To which I replied, " I suppose so." And the scheme that 
had for years been a topic of confidential conversation was 
never again alluded to. 

" yune 24th. After an early breakfast at Tomlin's Hotel, 
left for Georgetown. The rain has filled up the ruts and 
made the road extremely heavy and the ride very tedious. 
Coughed more than usual. 
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''June 25///. Called upon J. E. P., and obtained from him 
letters from E. T. R., and copy of one from L. Q. C. Elmer; to 
both of which I replied, and also wrote to A. Browning, the 
attorney of D. C. W. Captain Marshall called to see me, and 
told me he had given our vessel a load of ore. After dinner 
the sheriff sold the property of D. C. Wood, consisting of 
several tracts of ore right; I purchased the whole. 

''June 26th, Left Milford, after an early breakfast, having 
a pleasant ride through Frederick to Dover to dine. Passed 
much land that, by proper cultivation, would make good 
farms; in a few instances where it had been done, it was 
quite a relief amid the general barrenness and poverty. 

^'yune 2jth. Left after breakfast, and found the road hard 
and dusty. Stopped at Cantwell's Bridge and at St. George's, 
and from the latter place took the river road, passing many 
fine farms and very large modern buildings, which give an 
air of wealth and prosperity to the country. Arrived at New 
Castle before eleven o'clock, but the last morning boat had 
passed. Our horses being very tired, we decided to wait 
for the evening boat ; but, finding it too small to take our 
carriage, we concluded to drive to Wilmington, where we 
took the seven o'clock train, leaving our carriage and coach- 
man to come by the boat in the morning. The ride was 
most uncomfortably warm, and was made worse by our 
running off the track, which detained us about two hours, 
so that it was nearly midnight before we were in bed." 

Added to other difficulties on this occasion, we had, 
whilst waiting in the cars, a sudden, thunder-gust, and on 
reaching the city, were obliged to walk to our home almost 
at midnight. On the following morning Dr. Pepper re- 
marked to my husband, in view of all these untoward cir- 
cumstances, "that ill man as he thought himself, there was 
a great deal of the vis vitce about him yet." 

It is never pleasant to dwell on the details of sickness. I 
should not do it ^here were it not that this illness of my 
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dear husband's, occupying a period of eight or nine months, 
was of so serious a character; that during a large part of 
that time we scarcely ventured to look forward to his -re- 
covery. When his usual health again returned, — which I 
have always thought was partly owing to his own energy and 
resistance to disease, keeping ever a placid mind, — a near 
relative,-r-not a medical man, — who had watched him 
anxiously, remarked to me that he believed the chances to 
have been but as one in a thousand for his recovery, and that 
he had grasped that chance. 

I recur with unalloyed satisfaction to those eventful 
months, passed in such constant tender intercourse, when 
our darling baby and all my other duties seemed so insig- 
nificant compared with the absorbing interests that clustered 
around him. 

As an invalid, my husband never dwelt upon himself; 
he ignored pain y was never irritable, but pleased and grateful 
for everything done for him, — thinking his own chambers 
the nicest of rooms, his own doctors the best of physicians, 
his own wife the best of nurses. His mind was always 
active, and when not able to read and write himself, he 
employed others to do so for him, making it altogether a 
sweet privilege to be with and wait upon him, that I was 
reluctant to share with any. 

''July 2d, Mr. Trevor called. Drove to store and trans- 
acted some business. Dr. Pepper came in morning and 
evening ; he talks hopefully. Samuel Bettle sat some time 
with us and preached a good sermon, principally directed to 
me. I sincerely ||iope that his kindness and prayers will not 
be in vain. 

''July 3^. Intended to start very early for the farm, but 
the appearance of the weather prevented until about nine, 
when I left with wife. Stopped at Haverford to see son 
Richard. Driving slowly, bore it very well, and worked a 
little in pulling up weeds. 
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" July ^th. Found my man George, as usual, much be- 
hind with his work, having housed but little hay. Rode to 
the upper part of the farm, and walked through cornfield ; 
some good, some poor. 

''ytily lotk. Rode with daughter Mary to mother's, to see 
a map of Chester County, and heard of the death of Presi- 
dent Taylor, of something like cholera, and of a great fire in 
Philadelphia. 

''yuly I ith. Left, with wife and daughter Mary, for Ephra- 
tah. We had the good fortune to take a different road from 
the one intended, and thus missed getting upon the Conestoga 
Turnpike for some hours. The region of country through 
which we passed is beautifully undulating, and with excel- 
lent farms; the owners busily engaged in harvesting an 
unusually large crop of wheat and grass. Soon approached 
the Welsh Mountains, which turned at the northeast termi- 
nation, coming upon the Conestoga Turnpike about three 
miles east of Morgantown, where we stopped to sleep, and 
found good quarters with Mr. Morgan, who has the only 
tavern in the dilapidated town. 

''July i2th. Mistaking the direct road, we took one that 
led us by Spring Grove Furnace, which formerly belonged 
to a family that were old acquaintance of mine. I called a 
few minutes to see Mrs. Clara Jacobs, who occupies a charm- 
ing residence, to which is attached a beautiful garden ; her 
son cultivates a large and magnificent farm. Came upon 
the Harrisburg Turnpike at Hinkletown, and was soon at 
Konigmacher's, at Ephratah. The situation is elevated, and 
embraces a view of the valley, which extends for some miles 
in every direction, and is densely filled with population, cul- 
tivating a most luxuriant soil. 

''yuly \\th. Rode with daughter before breakfast. Spent 
most of the day in our rooms, reading Baxter's Saint's Rest 
and John Woolman's Journal. In the evening walked with 
wife to a very old religious establishment belonging to a 
peculiar sect called Dunkers, and occupied by the Sisters, 
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1850. of whom but three remain out of a very large number; 
one of them being eighty-seven, and in the establishment 
seventy years. The house is very singularly constructed, and 
contains a room used formerly for worship, — where they 
also, on some occasions, ate and slept, — when they met for 
that purpose. The number of this sect is now much re- 
duced, which has been occasioned in great measure by their 
keeping the Seventh day as their Sabbath. They are a quiet 
people, and maintain the doctrine of peace, even against de- 
fensive war. 

''July iSth. Left for farm after breakfast, having passed a 
most oppressive night. 

^'July 20th, Busily employed in pulling up weeds with 
my little boys. Cough less than usual. 

''July 21st. Told mother, who inquired for my health, 
that I was well if I dared say so ; but in the afternoon spit 
blood in small quantities, which put me back to my con- 
dition of thi«e weeks since. 

*'yiily 29/A. Our little Walter, who is the largest and 
fattest child we have had, being about seven and a half 
months old, and younger than any of the children at the 
appearance of the first tooth, was to-day discovered to have 
one. 

*'Aug. 1st, Riding, I think, contributes essentially to my 
health, and I began to feel this morning almost well. In 
this state I fear to arrive, as my tendencies are to forget all 
my good resolves, — to be less fervent and anxious in my 
prayers, and to look with more interest to the things of this 
world." 

From the farm, on the 4th of August, my husband writes 
to our eldest son : 

"My DEAR Boy, — I have now been longer resident here 
than at any former time, and so long that almost every- 
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thing from the city seems like news to me. Such being the 1850. 
case, I can give thee no late intelligence from the world in ^T^ 
general, but can only send news of, and from the residents 
of, our quiet farm. Well, then, as the circle is small from 
which the intelligence comes, to fill the sheet it must run 
into particulars. Suppose we therefore go through the 
whole list of those in whom we have particular interest, and 
begin at [our charming baby Wallie] the youngest of the 
flock. He is certainly much the biggest and broadest of 
the company for his age, and I think of no animated 
creature, out of the bounds of humanity, that he more re- 
sembles than a fine, fat roaster just fit for market. Mis 
short legs are as big and as broad, and resemble two 
moderate-sized hams. His body is as round as that of the 
same animal ; and his eyes, not quite shut from observation 
by the superincumbent fat, are bright and intelligent, and 
he is one of the happiest little creatures in existence. 

" The next above him is the little sister, wh© came here 
below par as regards health, but is now improving, and has 
increased considerably in bulk, as well as in intelligence. 
She has a pretty strong will of her own, and does not want 
confidence, as I have rarely seen her much abashed. She 
learns quickly, and by hearing her brothers and sisters re- 
cite, has picked up many words and ideas, and repeats very 
well herself some little stories. She has been presented 
with a kitten, and if close and constant embraces are proofs 
of affection, she manifests it strongly. While the family 
were at meeting she was left in my charge ; and finding my 
company, perhaps, rather dull, she and her kitten put their 
faces together, and lay upon a cushion, and took a nap of 
an hour, very much to their satisfaction, and my quiet. 

" If a timid temper, with a delicate face and frame, mark 
a little girl, then Randolph too should have been a sister. 
He has few of the characteristics of a boy. None of the 
spirit of romping, so common in little chaps situated as he 
is, and but little disposition to rudeness. His manifestations 
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1850. do not show him to possess much energy, and he will re- 
^^!J?T^ quire some stimulus to rouse what may be latent in him. 
Time may, however, prove that he has qualities that may 
make a man. 

" George is the boy for fun and frolic. If he can get along- 
side of the horses, or on the back of one of them, or in the 
cow-pen among the milkers, or in the barn among the 
threshers, he is as happy as need be, and cares no more 
for reading, writing, and arithmetic than if they had never 
been invented, or were not intended for the use of man. He 
is, however, active, helps me pull up daisies, and does very 
ma^y things that are useful, with much despatch ; but is often 
thoughtless, as he proved when, getting possession of a 
hatchet, he cut down a nice tree I had been at some pains 
to transplant. His frankness in confessing his mischief saved 
him punishment 

" Mother paid Eddy a visit a few days since, taking with 
her sisters Mary and Carry, their friends the Yarnalls, and 
George, and had a pleasant visit. She reports Eddy not 
looking so well as usual ; that he has lost two pounds 
since her previous visit, and she fears he is somewhat de- 
jected in spirits, — though he made no complaint or confes- 
sion of that kind. I make very great allowance for her 
mother's heart, which seems to be full of anxieties when. the 
health or comfort of any of her children is in question, and 
. I presume that Eddy is doing well, and that the falling off 
in weight is owing to the extreme warm weather of the 
summer. 

" To Carry has been assigned the sober duties of house- 
keeper, and during our absence at Ephratah she filled this 
department in a manner that would have done credit to a 
much older head. She is observant, vigilant, and shrewd, 
and has, too, the softer qualities that become her sex ; is a 
lover of nature, and sees it in many forms that others over- 
look. She is highly conscientious, and untruth and deceit 
seem to have no place in her heart. She has greatly enjoyed 
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the company of her sprightly friend Amy E. Yarnall, who, 
with her sister, has been spending a few days with us. 

*' Mary has become the equestrian of the family, and by 
the time the sun is up each day is willing, if not ready, for a 
ride. She rides with me, from one to two hours, almost 
every morning before breakfast, and has been upon the back 
of all our riding-horses. Tom, Black, and Fanny she has 
tried in turn, but, unfortunately. Bill is her favorite ; but, as 
the lady's saddle hurts his back, he is usually assigned to 
me, and she quietly puts up with what she considers second- 
best. We think this kind of exercise has benefited her, and 
could she spend time enough here in this way she would 
become a vigorous maiden. 

" My health is so much better that I have made an en- 
gagement to go to the furnace to-morrow. Mother is to 
accompany me, if Judy, the nurse, is well enough to allow 
her to go, — for as Judy is Walter's principal reliance for 
food, mother may have to remain to provide for him in 
some other way." 

" Aug, $tk. After some hesitation on the part of wife, we 
left for the city before ten ; arrived there to dine, and I spent 
afternoon at the store, looking* at letters, and having reports 
of partners and clerks. 

'*Aug, 6tk, Left before seven, and went to the boat at 
South Street, taking our carriage. Dined at Franklinville, • 
waiting about four hours to refresh the horses. Drove to 
furnace in time for tea. 

''Aug, ph. After breakfast went to the Buzby Mill tract, 
and to the coaling, thence to the Souder Mill property, stop- 
ping at Jacob Fifer's, who escorted us over the Souder Mill 
property, and going up to Horse Bridge. 

''Aug, nth. Breakfasted early, and started for Greenwich, 
having a pleasant drive. Went with uncle George Bacon to 
meeting, and spoke to most of the Friends. 

"Aug. \2th. Went to G. W. Sheppard's, and spent about 
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1850. an hour, finding him with a fine new house; walked over 

''Aug. iT^tk. Left Mullica Hill about six a.m. Passing 
over the turnpike, were at Red Bank in about one and a half 
hours, and reached the city to breakfast. 

''Aug. 14th. Called to see Mr. Smith, at Philadelphia Bank, 
and had quite a talk with him ; also at the Schuylkill Navi- 
gation Company. Took an early dinner, and left with 
wife for the farm, having . a pleasant drive, except for the 
weariness of the horses. Our early butter-pears fit to be 
gathered. 

"Aug. \*jth. Rode to Oaklands, and mailed letters to R. D. 
Wood & Co. and to Whitall & Brothers, in reference to an 
offer they made for wood near the furnace. Wife and sisters 
Caroline and Hannah went to the Yellow Springs to dine, 
returning pleased with their visit. 

"Aug. i^th. Rode with daughter Mary, before breakfast, 
up to the Conestoga Turnpike, and suffered a good deal from 
pain near the heart. On a self-examination, this morning, I 
cannot perceive much advancement in a preparation for the 
next world ; an indisposition to a saving faith, a want of love 
for good works, and too much self-reliance are very leading 
faults with me. 

"Aug. 2ist. Our sisters left us, taking our daughter Mary, 
to spend a few days with her friend E. F. Rivinus, at West 
• Chester. Their visit of about ten days has been a very 
pleasant one. 

"Sept 2d, Have been reading the Life of Legh Richmond 
with much interest, particularly the diary by himself, in 
which he records his shortcomings, and was strongly re- 
minded of my own deficiencies. I feel, since my greatly 
improved health, much disposition to fall back into old 
thoughts and habits, and to forget my faith in the Saviour, 
and his blessed atonement for my sins. May God grant me 
by the power of his Holy Spirit more fully to rely upon 
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this as my only hope of salvation, and that out of this faith 1850. 
may proceed works well pleasing in his sight. May I be ^'T^ 
less selfish and more truthful every day, and, by my example 
and counsel, rightly influence those over whom I am placed. 

" S'pt. 1 2t]u Dr. Wood arrived from his visit to Europe 
last night. I found, on seeing him this morning, that he 
had much improved in appearance. 

''Sept, lyth. Set men to sawing logs to send to mill, and 
in afternoon, to drawing water out of the barn-yard. Left 
about four, with son Richard, for Oaklands, and, upon getting 
there, learned that the cars did not come till nine. Reached 
the city about twelve ; found all well. 

''Sept. \%th. After going to store and writing to J. R. 
Allen and Hugh Sharp, and conversing with my partners, 
went to the Schuylkill Navigation office, and heard the report 
of the damages on the line of canal, and the amount of sub- 
scription to do the repairs, which is one hundred and eleven 
thousand dollars. Called at the Philadelphia Bank, and 
looked at the state of their business. 

"Sept, 20tky Millville. Had general conversation with 
Sharp about business of the furnace, and from appearance 
conclude it will run about two weeks, taking that time to 
use up the ore. Found many things in bad condition, 
but the men in good spirits. Talked with Sharp about his 
prospects for the future, and offered to rent him the mill, 
the large house and all the small ones, the store, barn, 
and wharf, for six hundred dollars, to allow him to stamp 
the cinder, and pay me three hundred for what he got. 
On returning from the meadow, found at the post-office 
a very nice letter from my wife. She is no ordinary wife, 
and while her heart is full of love for her children and 
her husband, I trust it is undergoing a refining process to 
fit her for eternity. 

"Sept. 2ist. The marks of frost were apparent in the low 
grounds, many of the leaves beginning to change. Left* 
about seven with son Richard, and, although the roads were 
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dusty, had a pleasant ride home, reaching the city before 
four. Wrote for one thousand tiles for underground drains. 

^'Sept. 22d. Accompanied by son and daughters, went to 
meeting in Twelfth Street, after an absence of some months. 
Spoke to several of my friends, and was congratulated upon 
my restored health. May I be grateful, and prayerfully 
endeavor to improve the extended time allotted to me. 

''Sept. 23^. Attended meeting of the board of the Phila- 
delphia Bank, and found the last five months had been pro- 
fitable as usuaL Wrote note to Dr. Elwyn, inviting him to 
tea and to see a * new kind of corn I have growing in my 
garden here. Wrote also to William Scattergood in refer- 
ence to John McNeal, about employing him at Millville 
Furnace. On coming to dinner, found my wife had returned 
in her most cheerful mood, and was highly gratified in em- 
bracing her after an absence of almost a week. Met board 
of Schuylkill Navigation, the first time I have done so for a 
long while. The disaster has been very great, but not to 
cause despair. Time and energetic perseverance will over- 
come it. 

''Sept 2gth. Wife and three sons accompanied me to Uwch- 
lan Meeting, which was larger than usual, and, what was 
quite unusual, we had a short sermon, and to the point, by 
Sarah Trimble. The subject was the need of maintaining 
daily watch and prayer, exemplified by the narrative of the 
gathering of manna by the children of Israel in the wil- 
derness. 

"Oct. nth. Engaged taking off delinquent accounts from 
ledger until twelve. After which went to Dr. Wood's in- 
troductory lecture, the first since his appointment to the 
chair of the Practice of Medicine in the University. There 
was a large number of his friends seated with * him, and 
the benches were full of students. He opened with his own 
connection with the institution. Spoke of the transfer of 
himself from the chair of Materia Medica to that he now 
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filled. Complimented his successor in the chair of Materia 1850. 
Medica, and dwelt upon the merits of the profession and ^^^^ 
the disgrace of empiricism. Mentioned the increased time 
given to the course, aiwd the necessity of it. Informed the 
class of his proposed mode of going through the course, and 
made a glowing eulogy upon Dr. Chapman, his predecessor. 
The lecture was well written, well spoken, and well received, 
and I trust will make a favorable impression for the school. 
Wife and children arrived at dinner from the farm, havipg 
left there for the season ; but the house remains open for 
some carpenters, who are about to build a wagon-house for 
us. I think the proposed arrangement for a new set of 
partners for my future business is completed to the satis- 
faction of the new, but I fear not quite agreeable to the 
old ones. A separation from parties connected with me 
for about twenty-five years, will not be made without 
pain." 

Having gone to Millville, to attend some sales to be made 
there, my husband writes me from 

*'The Furnace, Oct. 28th, 1850. 

** My Dearest, — To be something better than my promise, 
I am seated to tell thee of my safe arrival. I had no time 
this morning to spare in getting to the ferry-boat, after a 
fast walk. To my surprise, I found David just stepping on 
board to go. He appeared not to know me. Not having seen 
or heard from me for some time, I must have faded from his 
memory. After we had been seated in the stage for half an 
hour (the only passengers), his recollection returned, with 
courtesy of manner and voice, and from that time we had a 
comfortable and rather cosey ride. Not the least ill temper 
in either party, both apparently forgetting that anything 
unpleasant had passed between us. I really am quite obliged 
to him for his behavior, and must try to do all I can to 
soothe any irritation that the parting with his old belong- 

24 
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1850. ings will cause him. He spoke of the vendue as if he ap- 
^^ "j proved and had arranged it himself I hope hereafter this 
world may move more smoothly with him, and when its 
termination comes, that he may enter a happier one, where 
constables and creditors stand upon no higher ground than 
debtors. 

" Much to our vexation, when we arrived at Glassboro*, 
which we did at an early hour, w€ found the horses that 
Mjere to bring us the rest of the journey had escaped and run 
into the woods, and after waiting two hours, whilst parties 
were endeavoring to catch them, our driver hired others, 
and we reached here about sunset. The day was delightful, 
the roads pretty good, and the ride more pleasant than I 
expected. Mrs. Sharp has the house nicely cleaned, and I 
thought seemed pleased that I had brought a stale loaf 

if. if. if if. if. if if. 

" And now, my dearest, as we probably are both ready 
for our kindly beds, may we think of each other with all the 
affection we have ever borne in our happiest moments, may 
no disappointments come between us and our love, and may 
we retire to pray for each other's improvement in this world, 
and a fitness for the next when it pleases our gracious 
Creator to take us from this scene of conflict. 

" Give my love to each one of our branches, and help 
them to grow to goodly stems." 

''Oct 29/A. After breakfast, rode down to the meadows; 
saw Mr. Claypole; went among the cattle. Crossed Spring 
Garden Ferry, where I met McKim bringing a steer. Rode 
to Port Elizabeth, and engaged Stephen Murphy to cry the 
sale to be made on Thursday of the personal property. 

''Oct. 7,0th, Engaged most of the day with Mr. Sharp, in 
arranging for the sale to take place to-morrow ; saw several 
persons who wish to purchase teams. John McNeal came 
down in. the afternoon with a view to a partnership with 
Sharp in a foundry, which I promised to build for them in 
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case they came to an understanding to enter upon the busi- 1 850. 
ness. Much gratified by receiving a pleasant letter from my ^^^^ 
dear wife ; her good wishes are always cheering. 

" Oct. ^ist. Breakfasted early, and, after having arranged 
every matter we could, awaited the arrival of Murphy, our 
crier, who came very soon after nine. ***** 
The vessels went off at extremely low prices. Mr. Sharp 
purchased them for me. Matters looked so desolate about 
the establishment that I took up my quarters at the tavern 
at Millville. 

''Nov. 6thy Philadelphia. In the afternoon, rode with wife 
and two children out to South Laurel Hill, to look at the 
grounds for the purpose of finding a spot for a family bury- 
ing-place. It is not much cultivated or adorned by art, but 
is beautifully situated naturally. Its rolling position and 
the fine views of the Schuylkill make it extremely beautiful 

''Nov. iSth. Held a conversation with J. Yarrow and James 
Abbott about the dissolution of the firm, and found the 
former persevering in his determination to give trouble to 
us in the arrangement of the business of Wood, Abbott & 
Co. for its dissolution. Dined at the Philadelphia Bank with 
the new board and a few invited friends, taking Mr. Yarrow 
along as one of them. I retired when cigars were introduced, 
and returned for a short time to the store, and from there to 
' the Board of Trade, it being a stated monthly meeting of its 
managers. 

"Nov. igth. Took our daughter Mary to the Cohansey 
steamer ; found on board our sister Caroline, brother Ho- 
ratio's family, and several others, going to Greenwich to 
attend the marriage of our nephew George W. Sheppard, to- 
morrow. Attended meeting of bank directors to elect 
President Smith. Spent a short time at Schuylkill Naviga- 
tion office, to consult about increasing the means of the 
company to do the repairs of the great freshet. 
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I850. ^^Dec, 2d. Taking an affectionate farewell of my wife and 
Ml, 51. some of the children, left home for Millville. Breakfasted 
at Cake's Ferry, and got into the stage with Joshua Brick, 
Franklin Whitall and others, enough to fill it very full. 
Was much more pleased with Judge Brick than I expected 
to be. He showed in conversation a very general political 
knowledge, and particularly of the party politics of his own 
State, and manifested sentiments much above the mere in- 
triguing party man. Re-read a very good and kind letter 
received from my wife when last here, which gives me much 
pleasure. I hope most truly that we both may be ready to 
meet our final summons when it is given us. Spent the 
evening in the chamber, reading the Life of Henry Martyn, 
the missionary. 

''Dec, T^d, Gave the sheriff directions about selling; and, 
when the sale began, read notice to bidders that I would 
release all mortgage claims so far as I am concerned. Bought 
every lot sold as per memorandum on back part of this 
book. After the sale, requested Joshua Brick to sell the 
meadow and farrri, and told him I would instruct him from 
the city as to price and time. After the sale, walked to the 
furnace, and had much talk with Sharp. Returned to the 
hotel; wrote to L. Q. C. Elmer and W. Halsted, informing 
them of the sale, and requesting the former to have the 
deed as soon as possible, and the latter, to prevent the 
chance of any injunction to restrain the sheriff from making 
a deed to me for the purchase. 

''Dec. Atth, Got into stage for the city. Read the Life of 
Henry Martyn, missionary, most of the way up, and could 
deeply sympathize with his zeal in the great cause in which 
he was embarked, and in his great humility. 

"Dec. nth. At store, and at bank for discounting, as to- 
morrow will be Thanksgiving. Left for Haverford, taking 
wife, daughter Mary, and two sons. The play-room, which 
is just finished, was opened by a celebration. 

"Dec. \^th. The day has been one of excitement, owing 
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to various parties calling on me with whom I have busi- 1850. 
ness connections. I find so many matters press rather "JITTj 
heavily upon me. 

^^Dec. 31^/. Began to snow about nine, and continued 
most of the day. Transacted some business in counting- 
house, and visited Schuylkill Navigation Company. Hur- 
ried home to dress for the annual dinner at Dr. Wood's, of 
brothers and their wives. [Thus anticipating our anniver- 
sary in order that our families might on the next day attend 
a wedding-party.] After dinner, walked to store, and settled 
with James Abbott for his separation as partner of the old 
firm, and returned to our friends to tea; the number being 
increased by special invitations. Had a pleasant evening ; 
remained till after ten o'clock. 
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